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PREFACE TO THE
LIBRARY OF CHINESE CLASSICS

Yang Muzhi

The publication of the Library of Chinese Classics is a matter of
great satisfaction to all of us who have been involved in the production of
this monumental work. At the same time, we feel a weighty sense of
responsibility, and take this opportunity to explain to our readers the mo-
tivation for undertaking this cross-century task.

The Chinese nation has a long history and a glorious culture, and it has
been the aspiration of several generations of Chinese scholars to trans-
late, edit and publish the whole corpus of the Chinese literary classics so
that the nation’s greatest cultural achievements can be introduced to
people all over the world. There have been many translations of the Chi-
nese classics done by foreign scholars. A few dozen years ago, a West-
ern scholar translated the title of A Dream of Red Mansions into “A
Dream of Red Chambers™ and Lin Daiyu, the heroine in the novel, into
“Black Jade.” But while their endeavours have been laudable, the re-
sults of their labours have been less than satisfactory. LLack of knowledge
of Chinese culture and an inadequate grasp of the Chinese written lan-
guage have led the translators into many errors. As a consequence, not
only are Chinese classical writings widely misunderstood in the rest of
the world, in some cases their content has actually been distorted. At one
time, there was a “Jin Ping Mei craze” among Western scholars, who
thought that they had uncovered a miraculous phenomenon, and pub-
lished theories claiming that China was the “fountainhead of eroticism,”
and that a Chinese “tradition of permissiveness” was about to be laid
bare. This distorted view came about due to the translators of the Jin
Ping Mei (Plum in the Golden Vase) putting one-sided stress on the
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raw elements in that novel, to the neglect of its overall literary value.
Meanwhile, there have been many distinguished and well-intentioned
Sinologists who have attempted to make the culture of the Chinese nation
more widely known by translating works of ancient Chinese philosophy.
However, the quality of such work, in many cases, is unsatisfactory, of-
ten missing the point entirely. The great philosopher Hegel considered
that ancient China had no philosophy in the real sense of the word, being
stuck in philosophical “prehistory.” For such an eminent authority to
make such a colossal error of judgment is truly regrettable. But, of course,
Hegel was just as subject to the constraints of time, space and other
objective conditions as anyone else, and since he had to rely for his knowl-
edge of Chinese philosophy on inadequate translations it is not difficult to
imagine why he went so far off the mark.

China cannot be separated from the rest of the world; and the rest of
the world cannot ignore China. Throughout its history, Chinese civiliza-
tion has enriched itself by absorbing new elements from the outside world,
and in turn has contributed to the progress of world civilization as a whole
by transmitting to other peoples its own cultural achievements. From the
5th to the 15th centuries, China marched in the front ranks of world civi-
lization. If mankind wishes to advance, how can it afford to ignore China?
How can it afford not to make a thoroughgoing study of its history?

2

Despite the ups and downs in their fortunes, the Chinese people have
always been idealistic, and have never ceased to forge ahead and learn
from others, eager to strengthen ties of peace and friendship.

The great ancient Chinese philosopher Confucius once said, “Wher-
ever three persons come together, one of them will surely be able to teach
me something. I will pick out his good points and emulate them: his bad
points I will reform.” Confucius meant by this that we should always be
ready to learn from others. This maxim encapsulates the principle the Chi-
nese people have always followed in their dealings with other peoples, not
only on an individual basis but also at the level of state-to-state relations.

After generations of internecine strife, China was unified by Emperor



Qin Shi Huang (the First Emperor of the Qin Dynasty) in 221 B.C. The
Han Dynasty, which succeeded that of the short-lived Qin, waxed pow-
erful, and for the first time brought China into contact with the outside
world. In 138 B.C., Emperor Wu dispatched Zhang Qian to the western
regions, i.e. Central Asia. Zhang, who traveled as far as what is now
Iran, took with him as presents for the rulers he visited on the way 10,000
head of sheep and cattle, as well as gold and silks worth a fabulous amount.
In 36 B.C., Ban Chao headed a 36-man legation to the western regions.
These were missions of friendship to visit neighbours the Chinese people
had never met before and to learn from them. Ban Chao sent Gan Ying
to explore further toward the west. According to the “Western Regions
Section” in the Book of Later Han, Gan Ying traveled across the terri-
tories of present-day Iraq and Syria, and reached the Mediterranean Sea,
an expedition which brought him within the confines of the Roman Em-
pire. Later, during the Tang Dynasty, the monk Xuan Zang made a jour-
ney fraught with danger to reach India and seek the knowledge of that
land. Upon his return, he organized a team of scholars to translate the
Buddhist scriptures, which he had brought back with him. As a result,
many of these scriptural classics which were later lost in India have been
preserved in China. In fact, it would have been difficult for the people of
India to reconstruct their own ancient history if it had not been for Xuan
Zang’s A Record of a Journey to the West in the Time of the Great
Tang Dynasty. In the Ming Dynasty, Zheng He transmitted Chinese cul-
ture to Southeast Asia during his seven voyages. Following the Opium
Wars in the mid- 19th century, progressive Chinese, generation after gen-
eration, went to study the advanced scientific thought and cultural achieve-
ments of the Western countries. Their aim was to revive the fortunes of
their own country. Among them were people who were later to become
leaders of China, including Zhu De, Zhou Enlai and Deng Xiaoping. In
addition, there were people who were to become leading scientists, liter-
ary figures and artists, such as Guo Moruo, Li Siguang, Qian Xuesen,
Xian Xinghai and Xu Beihong. Their spirit of ambition, their struggles and
their breadth of vision were an inspiration not only to the Chinese people
but to people all over the world.

Indeed, it is true that if the Chinese people had not learned many
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12

things from the surrounding countries they would never have been able to
produce the splendid achievements of former days. When we look back
upon history, how can we not feel profoundly grateful for the legacies of
the civilizations of ancient Egypt, Greece and India? How can we not
feel fondness and respect for the cultures of Europe, Africa, America
and Oceania?

The Chinese nation, in turn, has made unique contributions to the com-
munity of mankind. Prior to the 15th century, China led the world in sci-
ence and technology. The British scientist Joseph Needham once said,
“From the third century A.D. to the 13th century A.D. China was far
ahead of the West in the level of its scientific knowledge.” Paul Kennedy,
of Yale University in the U.S., author of The Rise and Fall of the Great
Powers, said, “Of all the civilizations of the pre-modern period, none was
as well-developed or as progressive as that of China.”

Foreigners who came to China were often astonished at what they
saw and heard. The Greek geographer Pausanias in the second century
A.D. gave the first account in the West of the technique of silk produc-
tion in China: “The Chinese feed a spider-like insect with millet and reeds.
After five years the insect’s stomach splits open, and silk is extracted
therefrom.” From this extract, we can see that the Europeans at that
time did not know the art of silk manufacture. In the middle of the 9th
century A.D., an Arabian writer includes the following anecdote in his
Account of China and India:

“One day, an Arabian merchant called upon the military governor of
Guangzhou. Throughout the meeting, the visitor could not keep his eyes
off the governor’s chest. Noticing this, the latter asked the Arab mer-
chant what he was staring at. The merchant replied, ‘Through the silk
robe you are wearing, I can faintly see a black mole on your chest. Your
robe must be made out of very fine silk indeed!” The governor burst out
laughing, and holding out his sleeve invited the merchant to count how
many garments he was wearing. The merchant did so, and discovered
that the governor was actually wearing five silk robes, one on top of the
other, and they were made of such fine material that a tiny mole could be
seen through them all! Moreover, the governor explained that the robes
he was wearing were not made of the finest silk at all; silk of the highest



grade was reserved for the garments worn by the provincial governor.”

The references to tea in this book (the author calls it “dried grass™)
reveal that the custom of drinking tea was unknown in the Arab countries
at that time: “The king of China’s revenue comes mainly from taxes on
salt and the dry leaves of a kind of grass which is drunk after boiled
water is poured on it. This dried grass is sold at a high price in every city
in the country. The Chinese call it ‘cha.” The bush is like alfalfa, except
that it bears more leaves, which are also more fragrant than alfalfa. It
has a slightly bitter taste, and when it is infused in boiling water it is said
to have medicinal properties.”

Foreign visjtors showed especial admiration for Chinese medicine.
One wrote, “China has very good medical conditions. Poor people are
given money to buy medicines by the government.”

In this period, when Chinese culture was in full bloom, scholars flocked
from all over the world to China for sightseeing and for study. Chang’an,
the capital of the Tang Dynasty was host to visitors from as far away as
the Byzantine Empire, not to mention the neighboring countries of Asia.
Chang’an, at that time the world’s greatest metropolis, was packed with
thousands of foreign dignitaries, students, diplomats, merchants, artisans
and entertainers. Japan especially sent contingent after contingent of
envoys to the Tang court. Worthy of note are the accounts of life in
Chang’an written by Abeno Nakamaro, a Japanese scholar who studied
in China and had close friendships with ministers of the Tang court and
many Chinese scholars in a period of over 50 years. The description
throws light on the exchanges between Chinese and foreigners in this
period. When Abeno was supposedly lost at sea on his way back home,
the leading poet of the time, Li Bai, wrote a eulogy for him.

The following centuries saw a steady increase in the accounts of China
written by Western visitors. The Italian Marco Polo described conditions
in China during the Yuan Dynasty in his Travels. However, until advances
in the science of navigation led to the opening of east-west shipping routes
at the beginning of the 16th century Sino-Western cultural exchanges
were coloured by fantasy and conjecture. Concrete progress was made
when a contingent of religious missionaries, men well versed in Western
science and technology, made their way to China, ushering in an era of
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direct contacts between China and the West. The experience of this era
was embodied in the career of the Italian Jesuit Matteo Ricci. Arriving in
China in 1582, Ricci died in Beijing in 1610. Apart from his missionary
work, Ricci accomplished two historically symbolic tasks — one was the
translation into Latin of the “Four Books,” together with annotations, in
1594; the other was the translation into Chinese of Euclid’s Elements.

The rough transiations of the “Four Books’ and other Chinese classical
works by Western missionaries, and the publication of Pere du Halde’s
Description Geographigue, Historique, Chronologique, Politique,
et Physique de I’Empire de la Chine revealed an exotic culture to West-
ern readers, and sparked a “China fever,” during which the eyes of many
Western intellectuals were fixed on China. Some of these intellectuals,
including Leibniz, held China in high esteem; others, such as Hegel, nursed
a critical attitude toward Chinese culture. Leibniz considered that some
aspects of Chinese thought were close to his own views, such as the
philosophy of the Book of Changes and his own binary system. Hegel,
on the other hand, as mentioned above, considered that China had devel-
oped no proper philosophy of its own. Nevertheless, no matter whether
the reaction was one of admiration, criticism, acceptance or rejection,
Sino-Western exchanges were of great significance. The transmission of
advanced Chinese science and technology to the West, especially the
Chinese inventions of paper-making, gunpowder, printing and the com-
pass, greatly changed the face of the whole world. Karl Marx said, “Chi-
nese gunpowder blew the feudal class of knights to smithereens; the
compass opened up world markets and built colonies; and printing be-
came an implement of Protestantism and the most powerful lever and
necessary precondition for intellectual development and creation.” The
English philosopher Roger Bacon said that China’s four great inventions
had “changed the face of the whole world and the state of affairs of
everything.”

3

Ancient China gave birth to a large number of eminent scientists, such
as Zu Chongzhi, Li Shizhen, Sun Simiao, Zhang Heng, Shen Kuo and Bi



Sheng. They produced numerous treatises on scientific subjects, includ-
ing The Manual of Important Arts for the People’s Welfare, Nine
Chapters on the Mathematical Art, A Treatise on Febrile Diseases
and Compendium of Materia Medica. Their accomplishments included
ones whose influence has been felt right down to modern times, such as
the armillary sphere, seismograph, Dujiangyan water conservancy project,
Dunhuang Grottoes, Grand Canal and Great Wall. But from the latter
part of the 15th century, and for the next 400 years, Europe gradually
became the cultural centre upon which the world’s eyes were fixed. The
world’s most outstanding scientists then were England’s Isaac Newton,
Poland’s Copernicus, France’s Marie Curie, Germany’s Rontgen and
Einstein, Italy’s Galileo, Russia’s Mendelev and America’s Edison.

The Chinese people then began to think: What is the cause of the rise
and fall of nations? Moreover, how did it happen that gunpowder, in-
vented in China and transmitted to the West, in no time at all made Eu-
rope powerful enough to batter down the gates of China herself?

It took the Opium War to wake China from its reverie. The first gen-
eration to make the bold step of “turning our eyes once again to the rest
of the world” was represented by Lin Zexu and Wei Yuan. Zeng Guofan
and Li Hongzhang started the Westernization Movement, and later intel-
lectuals raised the slogan of “Democracy and Science.” Noble-minded
patriots, realizing that China had fallen behind in the race for moderniza-
tion, set out on a painful quest. But in backwardness lay the motivation
for change, and the quest produced the embryo of a towering hope, and
the Chinese people finally gathered under a banner proclaiming a “March
Toward Science.”

On the threshold of the 21st century, the world is moving in the direc-
tion of becoming an integrated entity. This trend is becoming clearer by
the day. In fact, the history of the various peoples of the world is also
becoming the history of mankind as a whole. Today, it is impossible for
any nation’s culture to develop without absorbing the excellent aspects
of the cultures of other peoples. When Western culture absorbs aspects
of Chinese culture, this is not just because it has come into contact with
Chinese culture, but also because of the active creativity and develop-
ment of Western culture itself; and vice versa. The various cultures of
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the world’s peoples are a precious heritage which we all share. Mankind
no longer lives on different continents, but on one big continent, or in a
“global village.” And so, in this era characterized by an all-encompassing
network of knowledge and information we should learn from each other
and march in step along the highway of development to construct a brand-
new “global village.”

Western learning is still being transmitted to the East, and vice versa.
China 1s accelerating its pace of absorption of the best parts of the cul-
tures of other countries, and there is no doubt that both the West and the
East need the nourishment of Chinese culture. Based on this recognition,
we have edited and published the Library of Chinese Classics in a Chi-
nese-English format as an introduction to the corpus of traditional Chi-
nese culture in a comprehensive and systematic translation. Through this
collection, our aim is to reveal to the world the aspirations and dreams of
the Chinese people over the past 5,000 years and the splendour of the
new historical era in China. Like a phoenix rising from the ashes, the
Chinese people in unison are welcoming the cultural sunrise of the new
century.

August 1999
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INTRODUCTION

Liezi was recorded to have been written in the Warring States Period by
Liezi (alias Lie Yukou) of the State of Zheng, a contemporary of Duke
Mu. According to Li Dai Zhen Xian Ti Dao Tong Jian Volume 6, as a
man from Zheng, he lived at Bu for forty years without any fame. He fol-
lowed Guan Yin for the Tao, and became a disciple of Hugqiu first and
then of Laoshang and Bogao, from whom he learned their teachings. Nine
years later, he was able to ride on the wind. This was most probably a
legend told after his deification by Taoists.

Liezi lived before Zhuangzi, therefore he is described a few times in
Zhuangzi, which contains a chapter entitled “Lie Yukou” and sometimes
calls him Master Liezi. In the first year of Tianbao of Tang (742), he was
conferred the title of Immortal of the Profound Void and regarded as one
of the Taoist ancestors. His book was treated as one of the “true scrip-
tures” together with Laozi and Zhuangzi and for this reason the book of
Liezi was renamed Chong Xu Zhen Jing (“The True Scripture of the Pro-
found Void”). In the fourth year of Jingde of Song (1007), an imperial or-
der was issued to add in the word of zhi de (“highest virtue”), so he be-
came Immortal of the Highest Virtue of the Profound Void and his book
was changed accordingly into Chong Xu Zhi De Zhen Jing (“The True
Scripture of the Highest Virtue of the Profound Void”). When Emperor
Huizong of Song was on the throne, a court academician was specially ap-
pointed to be in charge of Liezi and the book was placed in Dao Zang
(“The Collection of Taoist Scriptures”).

Han Shu: Yi Wen Zhi recorded Liezi 1o consist of eight chapters, a se-
lection from twenty made by Liu Xiang and his son Liu Xin instead of the
original book coming down from the Warring States Period. However, this
version was lost no one knows when and the current Liezi with eight

chapters is definitely a different version. Researches in documentology,



linguistics, and the science of authentication showed that the version
recorded in Han Shu: Yi Wen Zhi was forged between the second year of
Taikang (281) and the third year of Jianxing (315) in the Jin Dynasty
most probably by Zhang Zhan of the Eastern Jin, author of Liezi Zhu
(“Annotations of Lie Zi"), who composed it in eight chapters by collecting
the Taoist teachings and added in his personal opinions and annotations.
In the Preface to Zhang Zhan’s Liezi Zhu, it is stated that this version of
Liezi is a heritage from Wang Can discovered by his grandfather from
Wang Hong and Wang Bi, his mother’s brothers, and with some efforts of
arrangement “made it complete.” The book seems to have a regular histo-
ry; in fact, this is a trick—to hide facts with lies—played by forgers of all
times to bring to light an old book lost a few hundred years ago, for oth-
erwise no one would believe it.  For this reason, some scholars believe
that Zhang’s Preface was intended to conceal his act of forgery but the
result was just the contrary. Some researchers agreed that the book was a
deception, but disagreed upon its forger. If the book had been composed
and explanations furnished both by Zhang Zhan, it would have been simi-
lar to Wang Su’s forgery of Kongzi Jia Yu: he would not have been un-
able to understand any point and there would not have been misunder-
standing. In Zhang’s notes, however, expressions like “its meaning is un-
known” and errors are found and corrections based on other books are
also discovered; therefore, it can be concluded that Zhang was different
from the forger of Liezi. The book should have been forged before Zhang,
who was most probably one of the victims of the deception. In brief, Liezi
is undoubtedly a pseudograph of the Wei and Jin Period.

Textual researches reveal that Liezi is a collection made from Guanzi,
Yanzi Chun Qiu, Lun Yu, Shan Hai Jing, Mozi, Zhuangzi, Shizi, Hanfeizi,
Lit Shi Chun Qiu, Han Shi Wai Zhuan, Huainanzi, Shuo Yuan, Xin Xu,
Xin Lun and other classics since the pre-Qin period. Some sections were
also copied from the Buddhist books introduced shortly before from the
Western Regions and India, e.g. the tale of Yan Shi’s making in “the
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Queries of Tang” is almost identical to a story told in the third volume of
Jataka-nidana translated by Dharmaraksa of the Western Jin. In addition,
its sources might include old books that are lost, some of which might be-
long to the pre-Qin period, for even a forger would base on something.
For this reason, we should regard Liezi as a reference to the customs and
thoughts of the Wei and Jin Period and to a certain extent the philosophy
of the time the forger was in.

As a representative work of Taoism, Liezi derives its thought mainly
from Laozt and Zhuangzi. It advocates modesty, inaction, and void, urging
people to get rid of the bondage of status, fame and profit. It is chiefly
composed of folklores, fables and fairy tales which contain rich and pro-
found philosophy and thinking and are of great power of enlightenment. A
good example is Mao Zedong’s famous article entitled *“The Foolish Old
Man Removed the Mountains”, which borrows from the tale included in
“the Queries of Tang”.

Liezi consists of eight chapters: Revelation, the Yellow Emperor, King
Mu of Zhou, Confucius, the Queries of Tang, Power and Destiny, Yang
Zhu, and Causality. “Revelation” serves as the purport of the book,
demonstrating the author’s outlook of life and universe: everything in the
world is in constant change; the change is permanent; in the process of
change, bodies with and without form mutually transform and each trans-
formation means an addition of new content and nature rather than a sim-
ple return to the past; all things start from immateriality to materiality
and their development may be divided into four stages called the Great
Change, the Great Conception, the Great Beginning, and the Great Sim-
plicity. “The Yellow Emperor” is made up of 19 short stories telling peo-
ple the way to health preservation and self-cultivation: man should follow
the law of nature instead of going against it. “King Mu of Zhou” scientif-
ically explains dreams, holding that what one dreams at night is closely
related with what one sees and thinks during the day and that different

dreams result from different states of health. “Confucius” stresses the



unique rules of nature and the understanding of world by means of the
Tao so as not to violate the natural world. Meanwhile it offers the theory
that “things will develop in opposite direction when they become ex-
treme.” “The Queries of Tang” holds that all things of the world are mu-
tually dependent in motion and meanwhile are found in a state of balance
and that all things and events are different in nature and, therefore, man
should not consider himself always right or persist in his opinions. “Pow-
er and Destiny” claims that the completion of affairs rests with heaven,
the change of natural environment is beyond the power of man, and
therefore man has no alternative but to follow its rules of change. At the
same time it holds that the decision of good or evil, nobility or humility,
and poverty or wealth rests with destiny instead of human power. “Yang
Zhu” thinks that man lives for fame and profit, the pursuit exhausts both
his body and mind; therefore the best way to keep body and soul pleasant
i1s moderation. “Causality” explains the destiny of man and nation by the
extent to which natural laws are understood and the corresponding actions
taken and advises man to understand these laws and make use of them.

Annotations of Liezi include Liezi Zhu by Zhang Zhan of Jin and Liezi
Jie by Lu Zhongxuan of Tang. Among the important versions are the
Northern Song Edition (the original copy of the version collected in Si Bu
Cong Kan), the edition in Prince Ji’s t:nﬂectinn; the Song copy at Tiehua
House, the Yuan edition, the Shide Hall edition of Ming, Hu Hai Luo
Cong Shu collected by Wang Jipei of Qing, and the four-annotator edition
collected in Dao Zang. Liezi Ji Shi by Yang Bojun of modemn times is a
summarized annotation based on previous researches and, for its wide ci-
tations and careful examinations, is included in Xin Bian Zhu Zi Ji
Cheng published by Zhonghua Book Company.

Liezi has been introduced to the western countries in modern times. The
earliest known English version was translated in 1912 by Lionel Giles, a
sinologist well-versed in the Chinese philosophy and culture. In his Intro-

duction to the English version, Giles divided the history of Taoist think-
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ing into three periods. He placed Laozi in the initiative period, the core
of Zhuangzi and Liezi in the developmental period, and Huainanzi as well
as the forged sections of Liezi and Zhuangzi in the period of decline. Pre-
cisely out of this consideration, Giles excluded the chapter of “Yang
Zhu” because its pleasure-seeking disagrees with Taoism. In the same
year, Anton Forke, another English scholar, translated the chapter with
the title of Yang Chu’s Garden of Pleasure. In 1960, Angus Charles Gra-
ham again translated Liezi into English entitled The Book of Lie-tzu as
one of the UNESCO Collection of Representative Works, Chinese Series.
In collecting Liezi into the current Library of Chinese Classics, we have
specially invited Mr. Li Jianguo, senior editor of the Chinese Publishing
House and secretary-general of China Society of Ancient Text Critical In-
terpretation, to translate it into colloquial Chinese and Mr. Liang
Xiaopeng, Doctor of Dunhuang Studies and Professor of English at the
Foreign Languages College, Ocean University of China to translate it into
English. Both translators are profound in learning, conscientious and re-
sponsible, and have provided a fine version for readers both at home and

abroad.

Mao Shuangmin
February 2005
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Chapter | Revelation

1.1 Master Liezi lived for forty years at Butian of Zheng but
remained unknown. Both the king and his ministers looked upon him
as an ordinary man. One year, when famine fell upon the state, he de-
cided to migrate to Wei. Before departure, his disciples asked, “Do
you mind if we ask you for some advice at this turn of time since you
will come back no one knows when? Did your Master Hugiu Zilin not
give you any advice?” “What advice could he offer?” Master Liezi
replied with a smile. “Anyway, 1 will repeat to you what 1 overheard
him say on one occasion to Bohun Maoren, one of my fellows. He
said, ‘There are those that are created and those that are uncreated,
and there are those that are changed and those that remain unchanged.
However, those that are uncreated may create everything else and
those that remain unchanged can change all of the rest. It is inevitable
for the created to follow this course and for the changed to be affected
thus. Hence the constant creations and changes in all times. This is
the case both with Yin and Yang and with the four seasons. The uncre-
ated remains independent and the unchanged repeats itself. The repeti-
tion is endless; the independence, unfathomable. In the Book of the
Yellow Emperor it is said that eternal emptiness and silence constitute
the Void, the root of the Universe. From there springs everything
ceaselessly in an invisible manner. This explains the point mentioned
above that those that create everything else are uncreated and those
that change all others remain unchanged themselves. The Void creates
and changes everything in its own way. With its own forms and colors
and wisdom and power, it generates, evolves, and terminates auto-

matically. It would be a mistake to regard it as otherwise.”
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1.2 Master Liezi said, “In the past, the sage accounted for all
things in the Universe by the interaction of Yin and Yang. But where

did the Universe come from since forms are born out of the formless?

It came from the Great Change, the Great Conception, the Great Be-

ginning, and the Great Simplicity. The Great Change was a state in
which Qi was unformed; the Great Conception, a state in which Qi
was being formed. The possession of a form started in the Great Begin-
ning and its qualities took shape in the Great Simplicity. By now, Qi
was a muddy whole with its forms and qualities and was therefore
called Chaos. It could neither be seen nor heard nor touched; for this
reason, it was also known as the Changeable. The Changeable became
One. One became Seven. Seven became Nine. Nine was the upper
limit and therefore returned to the very beginning. After that, the pure
and light elements rose to form the Heaven, the turbid and heavy ele-
ments sank to shape the Earth, and the elements of Yin and Yang met
and made Man. Therefore, there are such elements in the Universe
from which all things spring up and grow.”

1.3 Master Liezi said, “Heaven and Earth are not omnipotent,
the sage is not good at everything, and nothing can serve all purposes.
Heaven is to give life and all things from above and Earth to support
and shape them from below, whereas the sage plays the role of educa-
tion and all creatures have their own parts for each. This means that
both Heaven and Earth have their strengths and weaknesses, and the
sage and everything on the earth might succeed in this but fail in that.
Why? It is possible only for one to give and shelter, another to get and
support, and still another to guide and educate according to the law of
nature. Nothing will go beyond its natural limits. Therefore the natural
law of Heaven and Earth is either Yin or Yang; the sage undertakes
education by rule of humanity or justice; and all creatures are apt to

impart grace or force. Such is their nature and it is not to be tran-
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scended. There is life, and there is that which begins life; there is
form, and there is that which creates form; there is sound, and there
is that which produces sound; there is color, and there is that which
causes color; there is taste, and there is that which gives taste. Lives
end but that which gives life never dies. Forms are turned into realities
without any trace of that which gives forms. Sound is heard but that
which produces sound is not shown. Colors are seen but not that which
causes colors. Tastes are tasted but that which gives tastes is not yet
perceived. All these result from the law of non-action which can be
Yin or Yang, soft or hard, short or long, square or round, life-giving
or mortal, hot or cold, up or down, high or low, present or gone,
black or yellow, sweet or bitter, fair or foul, and which does not per-
ceive yet knows all and is powerless yet omnipotent.”

1.4 On his way to the State of Wei, Master Liezi took a rest by
the roadside to have some food. He caught sight of an old skeleton,
went over to pull out the weed around it, and then remarked to Bai
Feng, one of his disciples, “No one knows except the skeleton and
me that spirit never lives nor dies. Does it really pay to be sad over
the dead? Is it worthwhile at all for the living to be happy?”All species
develop in their own ways: frogs turn into quails, seeds grow with wa-
ter and become moss in the location where water and soil meet. In
lofty places, they will be plantains. When withered and decayed,
plantains turn back into dirty soil and become dark-footed grass whose
roots in turn are transformed into bombyx and whose leaves into but-
terflies. Butterflies soon turn into worms under the oven, looking as if
with a new skin and is called Quduo. After a long time they are reborn
as birds with the name of Qianyugu whose saliva becomes worms
called Simi. They grow into sour-sucking worms named Yilu or
Huangkuang and again into worms of Jiuyou and midges and firebugs.

Sheep’s liver turns into the red root of madder, horse’s blood into
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wildfire, and human blood into will-o’-the-wisp. Snipes become spar-
row hawks which become cuckoos and turn back into snipes in the
end. Swallows become clams; field mice become quails; rotten melons
become fish; tough leeks become amaranth; old ewes become apes;
and fish eggs become insects. Animals in the Danyuan mountains are
self-fertile hermaphrodites called Lei. Lakeside birds called Yi become
pregnant when their eyes meet. Female tortoises are called Dayao
when they come together; male wasps are named Zhifeng when they
gather. One-sided lovers may reproduce without marriage: Jiang Yuan
stepped on the huge footprint of a deity and gave birth to Houyi, the
forefather of Zhou; a lady dreamed of an immortal and bore in mulber-
ry trees Yi Yin, the famous minister of the early Shang. Dragonflies
are born in wet surroundings and midges in sweet wines. Shootless old
bamboos with grass of Yangxi close around will soon get worms of
Qingning. The insects in turn produce leopards. Leopards produce
horses. Horses produce humans who in the end return to the cycle of
change in the great Nature. Everything comes from and goes back to
the changing cycle of nature.

1.5 In Book of the Yellow Emperor it is said, “The movement of a
body produces shadow instead of another body, the movement of a
sound produces echo rather than another sound, and the movement of
non-being produces being but not non-being.” Bodies must come to an
end. What about Heaven and Earth? They will come to an end with
me. Does the end have its own end? It is not known. The Tao ends
where there is no beginning and completes where there is non-being.
Lives return to the state of non-life, and bodies restore their formless
state. The state of non-life is by nature not without life, and formless
state is originally not without form. Lives must have their ends. Those
that have their ends must come to their ends, just as lives cannot but

produce lives. It is confusion over destiny to perpetuate life and pre-
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vent it from perish. Spirit belongs to Heaven and body to Earth. That
which belongs to Heaven is light and pure and therefore rises and
scatters, while that which belongs to Earth is heavy and muddy and
therefore sinks and converges. Spirit parts body and returns to where it
belongs and thus is called soul, which means return to the native. The
Yellow Emperor exclaimed, “If spirit enters the heavenly gate and
body returns to the earthly root, where is ‘me’ at all?”

1.6 Man experiences four major stages: infancy, adolescence,
old age and death. In infancy, his solid vital force and his pure mind
are in perfect harmony and his virtues cannot be fuller; therefore, no
external objects can bring him any harm. In adolescence, he is over-
filled with passions and desires and begins to lose some of his virtues;
therefore, he becomes the target of external objects. In old age, his
desires have lost their keenness and his bodily frame needs rest;
therefore, no external objects rival with him. His virtues are not as
perfect as they are in his infancy, but they are far better that those in
adolescence. In the stage of death, it is time for him to retire and re-
turn where he belongs.

1.7 During his tour at Mount Tai, Confucius saw Rong Qiqi
roaming in an outskirt of Cheng. The latter was wearing an old fur coat
with a rope around the waist and was singing while playing music.
“Why are you so happy?” asked Confucius. The old man replied, “I
am happy for many reasons. Among the creatures of Heaven, man is
the noblest. 1 am so lucky to be one; therefore, this is the first reason
for my happiness. There is a distinction between man and woman: he
has the advantage over her. I am a man, so this is the second reason
for my happiness. Some people can never see either the Sun or the

Moon and some do not survive their babyhood. But I have already
lived for ninety years. That is the third reason for my happiness. Most

scholars are impoverished. The ultimate goal of life is death. 1 stay
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with poverty in peace and am waiting for the end of my life. What is
there to be worried?” “Great! ” exclaimed Confucius, “You are really
an optimist! ’

1.8 Lin Lei was nearly a centenarian. Wearing an old fur coat in
spring, he was singing while picking up rice ears left in the past fall.
When he saw the old man in the field on his way to the State of Wei,
Confucius told his disciples behind, “He is the right person to talk to.
So who would like to try?” Zigong volunteered and went over. “Don’t
you feel sorry for yourself?” he asked with a sigh. “You seem to enjoy
singing while picking up rice ears?” The old man went on without
raising his head. Zigong made repeated inquiries and in the end the
man replied, “Why should I feel sorry?” “You did not strive when you
were young and strong,” answered Zigong, “and are going to your end
lonely without a wife or children. How can you satisty yourself with
such a way of living?” Lin Lei said with a smile, “I am happy for rea-
sons you think I should feel sorry about. T did not work hard or rival
with anyone when I was young and strong, that is why I have had a
long life. Now I am old and will die without a wife or a kid, and that
is why | am so happy.”  “People hope for longevity and hate death,”
said Zigong, “but you feel pleasant about death. Can you tell me
why?” Lin Lei answered, “Death and birth are like going and coming,
so the death here might mean the birth there. How can I tell between
them? How do I know that it is not folly to pursue longevity and hate
death? And how can I expect that my death today is not better than
my past lives?” Zigong did not catch the meaning of these remarks and
went back to inform Confucius, who said, “As I expected, he is the
right man to talk to. However, his understanding of life is not pene-
trating! "

1.9 Zigong was tired of study and told Confucius that he really

needed some rest.  “In life there is no rest,” Confucius told him.
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“Does it mean that I can rest nowhere?” Zigong asked.“No,” Confu-
cius replied. “Look at the big tall grave. It is just like a big pot lying
bottom up. Don’t you see where you can rest?”  “Great indeed is
death! " exclaimed Zigong, “The noble rest in it while the base sur-
render.” Confucius said to Zigong, “You see it at last! All men know
the joy of life; they are not aware of the fact that life has its miseries.
They all know that old age means weariness, but they do not realize
the ease it offers. And they all know that death is evil; however, they
are ignorant of the restfulness in it. Yan Ying once remarked, ‘Won-
derful has there been death since the remote past! It brings rest to
the men of virtue and subjection to the men of vice.” Death means re-
turn. For this reason, a man dead used to be called a returned person.
Therefore, men alive should be called travelers. When a traveler a-
bandons his home and family, he will be condemned by his fellows.
If all people abandoned their families, there would be no one to re-
proach them. What kind of person would he be if he deserted his
home, abandoned his family, roamed about without a career, and
meant never to return? He would certainly be regarded as a profligate
vagabond. On the other hand, if a person deemed himself wise and
should therefore be absorbed in worldly affairs and never stop fishing
for fame, what type of person would that be? He would be respected
as a wise and intelligent man. They are both forgetful of their return.
But the latter are admired but the former not. Only a sage knows what
to admire and what to abandon.”

1.100 When asked why he valued emptiness, Master Liezi an-
swered, “Because emptiness is neither noble nor base.” He further
said, “I don’t value emptiness for its name. There is not a state better
than tranquility and emptiness. The access to the real nature of things
is in the state of silence and emptiness; the pursuit of taking and giv-
ing results in its loss. The real nature is irreversible once destroyed,

so it would be late to practice humanity and justice afterwards.”
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1.11 Yu Xiong said, “Who has perceived that things are in per-
petual motion and receive a subtle influence from Heaven and Earth?
For these reasons, their reduction in one place means an increase in
another and their generation here involves loss there. Who has realized
that both the reduction and increase and the generation and loss follow
each other so closely that their intervals are beyond vision. No spirit or
body generates or loses all at once; their occurrence is beyond our
perception. Similarly, the appearance, expression, intelligence and
posture of man are forever in a state of change from birth to death; his
skin, nail, and hair grow and fall off all the time since he comes into
the world. We can only perceive the result of change,not its process.”

1.12 A man in the State of Qi was so afraid of the collapse of
Heaven and Earth that he felt restless all days and nights. Another
man, sympathetic towards his anxiety, went to enlighten him. “Heav-
en,” he said, “is nothing but an accumulation of air found anywhere.
All you do in daily life, like bending and stretching and breathing,
you do them in Heaven; so you need not worry about its fall.” “If
what you say is true,” the former said, “will the sun, the moon, and
the stars not fall?” The latter replied, “The sun, the moon and the
stars are merely the bright sections of the accumulation. And even if
they fall, they will not bring any harm.”  “But what if Earth should
collapse?” asked the first man. “The earth,” replied the second man,
“is merely an agglomeration of soil found everywhere, and all you do
every day, like walking, running, and jumping, you do them on
Earth, therefore your fear does not make any sense.” Thereupon the
man felt relieved of his fears and rejoiced greatly. So did his instruc-
tor. When he learned of this story,Changluzi laughed and said, “Rain-
bows, clouds and mists, winds and rains, the four seasons— these
are accumulations of air that make Heaven. Mountains, rivers and

seas, metals and rocks, fire and timber—these are agglomerations of
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body that make Earth. With this knowledge in mind, how can we say
that they will not fall or collapse? Heaven and Earth form a small speck
in the Universe, but they are the biggest among bodies. It is certain
that there cannot be thorough investigation or understanding of Heaven
and Earth. It is too much to fear that they will collapse; however, it is
not necessarily correct to say that they will not. They will eventually. If
that really occurs,why shouldn’t there be any fears?”Master Liezi
laughed over this and said, “It is absurd either to say that Heaven and
Earth will collapse or to think that they will not, for that is beyond our
knowledge. There are both possibilities; therefore, it is not possible ei-
ther to foretell what death is like when one is living or to know what life
used to be after one’s death, nor is it likely for us either to tell about
past in the future or to tell about future in the past. In that case, why
should we bother worrying about the destiny of Heaven and Earth?”

1.13 Shun asked Zheng, “Can we obtain and possess the Tao?”
“You do not own your body,” replied the latter, “and how can you
possess the Tao?” Shun asked again, “Since my body is not mine,
whose is it?” “It is given by Heaven and Earth,” answered Zheng.
“Life is not something you may own but the combination of Yin and
Yang and harmony donated by Heaven and Earth. Your children and
grandchildren do not belong to you; they are your continuation en-
trusted by Heaven and Earth. Thus, the enlightened are not sure
where to go and stay or what to have as food. The Tao is associated
with the movements of Heaven and Earth and Yin and Yang, so how
can you obtain and possess it?”

1.14 A certain Guo of Qi was extremely wealthy, while a certain
Xiang of Song was very poor. The latter went to consult the former for
the secret of becoming rich. “The secret lies in the skill of stealing,”
Guo told him. “When I started as a thief, 1 had enough for the first

year, plenty for the second, and I became very rich in the third year.
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Since then, I could offer charities to the neighborhood.” Xiang was
overjoyed after hearing this. He understood what stealing was; howev-
er, he was not clear about the way of doing it. Accordingly, he
climbed over walls and broke into houses, grabbing everything within
reach or sight. Before long he was caught and punished. He even lost
what he had had before. Thinking that Guo had deceived him, Xiang
went to file his complaint. When he explained what he had done, Guo
cried out, “Alas and alack! You were seriously mistaken. Now let me
tell you why. I have learned that Heaven has its four seasons, and that
Earth has its various resources. Well, what | steal are the favorable
conditions and different riches offered by Heaven and Earth. 1 use
them to nourish my crops and build my houses. 1 steal birds and
beasts on land and fishes and turtles in water. All that [ have, I get
them by stealing. The crops, clay and wood, birds and beasts, fishes
and turtles are all products of nature. Can I claim them as mine? How-
ever, 1 steal from nature, but I am not punished. Gold, jade, and
other treasures, grain, silk, and other property, they are accumulated
by men, not bestowed upon us by nature. You took what belongs to
other people and got punished. You have only yourself to blame.” Xi-
ang became more confused by what Guo had said and, believing that
the latter was deceiving him again, went to consult Dongguo, a man
of learning.“Is your body not stolen?” Dongguo began with a question.
“Your life is formed by the harmony of Yin and Yang, not to speak of
what others you have. Sure, Heaven and Earth and everything are not
to be isolated. It is against reason if you mistake some of them for your
own and get them in your possession. What Guo steals is from nature
and is not prohibited, therefore no misfortune falls on him. But your
thefts were founded on self-interest and against public rules, so they

have brought you trouble. In fact, thefis are thefts, no matter they are
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public or private. Heaven and Earth are both public-and private in | g 4
O
nature. With this understanding in mind, who is regarded as a thief | @
[a—

and who is not?”
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Chapter Il  The Yellow Emperor

2.1 The Yellow Emperor was in reign for fifteen years and felt
pleased with himself because he was supported by his subjects. He be-
gan to be careful of his physical well-being, seek pleasures for his
ears and eyes, and gratify his senses of smell and taste. However, he
appeared haggard and lost. Another fifteen years passed, he began to
worry about his country, so he summoned up all his intelligence and
wisdom to bring wealth to his people. Nevertheless, he still remained
haggard and bewildered. He said with a deep sigh, “My fault is most
serious! The attention | paid to my health alone has reduced me to
such a miserable condition and the efforts | made to put the country in
order are rewarded likewise.” Thereupon,he put aside the government
affairs, deserted the pompous palaces, dismissed his attendants, re-
moved the musical instruments, reduced his delicious food, purged
his mind of desires, retired from the court and stayed three months in
private apartments outside. One day when taking a nap, he dreamed
that he was making a journey to the Kingdom of Huaxu west of
Yanzhou and north of Taizhou, distant from the Central Kingdom. It
was a location beyond the reach of ordinary means of transportation. It
was accessible only to imagination. In that kingdom, there was no
ruler. Everything took its own course. The people were free from de-
sires or interests; they simply followed their natural instincts. They
neither craved for life nor feared death; thus there was no question of
a long or short life. They showed neither bias toward themselves nor
indifference to others; thus there was no question of love or hatred.
They knew neither what to go against nor what to follow; thus there
was no question of profit or loss. They did not have the ideas of either

care and treasure or fear and escape. They were not afraid of being
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drowned in water or burned in fire. Cuts and blows brought them no
pain and scratching did not cause discomfort. They seemed to tread
the solid ground when they actually stepped on nothing; they fell in
space as if they were sleeping on a bed. Clouds and mists did not
block their vision, thunderbolts did not disturb their hearing, beauty
or ugliness did not mislead their wills, mountains and valleys did not
stop their steps. What they did was to follow the course of their mind.
When he awoke, the Yellow Emperor summoned three of his minis-
ters—T1an Lao, Li Mu, and Taishan Ji—and told them, “I lived alone
for three months without desire or ambition in the hope of an approach
to keeping body and mind healthy and managing everything well, but
I failed to get it. Then, one day, I fell in a doze and made a dream. I
have realized that the Tao is the most profound thing to be perceived
in the usual manners. Now I have got it! I have got it! However, 1
cannot tell you its profundity.”With an elapse of twenty-eight years,
the kingdom was in great peace and order, virtually the same as the
Kingdom of Huaxu, but the Yellow Emperor passed away. The people
were for two hundred years in deep sorrow over his death.

2.2 In the mountains of Lieguye on the continent of Haihe, there
was an extraordinary man living on wind and dew instead of grains. He
was like a deep fountain mentally and a virgin physically. He received
everyone on equal terms so that both immortals and sages expressed
their obedience. He was easy-going and good-tempered so that honest
people were willing to obey his orders. He offered no alms or presents,
but they were self-sufficient. He collected no wealth or property, vyet
he was in want of nothing himself. There was harmony and balance of
Yin and Yang, fine weather, mild seasons, evenly-distributed rains,
timely reproductions, and big harvests. The crop fields were free from
disasters. People lived their normal lives, and diseases or haunts were

not found.
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2.3 Liezi became an apprentice of Laoshang and made friends
with Bogaozi, both of whom were equipped with magic powers. With
all those skills mastered, he flew home on the wind. Yinsheng heard
of this and went to stay with Liezi for a few months. In their free hours
he begged to learn the secret of wind-riding. He attempted ten times
but failed to persuade Liezi to tell him the art. In a rage, he told Liezi
that he would leave, but the latter still refused to let him know it.
Yinsheng went away. Several months passed but he did not abandon
the idea and came to Liezi again. “Why are you coming back?” asked
Liezi. “l wanted to learn the tricks,” answered Yinsheng, “but you
refused to tell me any, so I became angry with you. Now I am not
angry any more and therefore come to you again.” “I thought you were
a man of sense,” replied Liezi. “But | was wrong. Why are you so
low? Sit down now. I will tell you all the same what I learned from my
masters. Three years after I became a disciple of Laoshang and a
friend of Bogaozi, [ dared neither reflect on or talk about what was
right or wrong and what was good or bad and my master only threw me
a brief glance sometimes. Five years later, I ventured to reflect on and
talk about what was right and wrong or what was good or bad and my
master was pleased. With an elapse of seven years, whatever I
reflected on or talked about, there was no more distinction of right and
wrong or good and bad, and my master invited me to sit beside him.
At the end of nine years, I had no idea at all of who was right and
wrong or good and bad no matter where or when I thought or talked. 1
was not clear if Laoshang and Bogaozi were my master and friend. 1
became one with what was around me. Since then, I felt my eyes were
like my ears, my ears were like my nose, and my nose was like my
mouth: there was no more difference. My mind was fixed, my body
abandoned, and my flesh and bones melted together. 1 was not aware

where my body was or what was under my feet. [ was borne here and
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there on the wind, like a dry leaf or chaff. As a matter of fact, I did
not know whether the wind was riding on me or [ was riding on the
wind. Now you have been here for less than three months but you have
had so many complaints. With so tiny a lump of your body you have
not yet received any @i, with such a short piece of bone you have not
yet borne the weight of land, and how could you possibly soar on the
wind?” Yinsheng was deeply ashamed when he heard these words and
did no longer venture to say anything.

2.4 Liezi asked Guan Yin, a disciple of Laozi, “Why are highly-
skilled men not drowned under water or burnt in fire? Why are they
not fearful when walking high up in the air?” “It is because they keep
what is pure rather than their wisdom and bravery,” answered Guan
Yin. “Please sit down and I will tell you more specifically. Anything
with form, sound, or color belongs to the category of substance. What
are the great differences between substances? By what does one thing
surpass another? They are things with form and color afier all. Things
start from the formless Tao and end in the unchangeable Tao. If a man
obtains this rule of nature and follows up reason, what external re-
straints can affect him? A man with the Tao will find himself right in
the law of nature, hide his actions in the Tao of neither beginning nor
end, and roam in the nature of all things. He purifies his tempera-
ment, conserves his sense of righteousness, and retains his virtues so
as to communicate with the law of nature. Such a man, who keeps in-
tact what is endowed by nature, guards his spirit against external in-
fluences whatsoever. A drunkard would be wounded but not killed
when falling off a cart. He has the same build with other people but he
suffers less injury. This is because he is not affected in the mind. He
is completely unaware of getting on or falling off the cart. Fear does
not intrude into his mind, therefore he is not frightened when external

injuries fall. With the wine, the drunkard is not injured, not to say
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with the law of nature.

L
Qg
A sage hides his mind in the law of nature, 3 N
O
therefore no external injury may affect him! ” g
2.5 Lie Yukou (alias Liezi) showed Bohun Maoren the skill of |

archery. Placing a cup of water on the left arm,

he drew the bow 1o
the full and then shot. The arrows hit the target one after another. He

was completely absorbed at the moment of shooting and was motionless

like a statue. “Your performance is intentional rather than unintention-
al , "

said Bohun Maoren. “Are you still able to shoot if you follow me
up the high mountain, stand on a tottering rock, and face the bottom-
less abyss?” With these words, he climbed up the mountain, stood on

a tottering stone over a deep cliff with his heels on nothing, bowed to
Liezi and bid him to do the same. Liezi fell prostrate on the ground,
sweating all over. Bohun Maoren said, “A man with the highest spiri-

tual character may look up into the heaven or dive into the lower world

or go anywhere but still remain at leisure. It is very hard to hit the tar-
get in such a fearful state of mind as you are now.”

2.6 Zihua of the Fan family was in the habit of providing for
knights-errant and therefore won universal respect.

He was in high
favor with the King of Jin and was above the top officials and ministers

although he himself was not one;

33

therefore ,everyone in his favor

would be promoted while anyone in his contempt would be dismissed.
For this reason,

he had as many visitors as the court did. Zihua

encouraged those gentlemen in their mutual attack and fight by wit or
power and did not care if the weak were head-broken. This served him

as a pastime and turned into a custom of the state. Hesheng and Zibo,
two of his best hangers-on, stayed out one night in the wild at a
farmer’s by the name of Shanggiu Kai. By midnight, when they were
talking about the fame of Zihua and about his power in deciding life or
death and wealth or poverty, they were overheard by Shanggiu Kai,
who was sleepless because of hunger and cold. On the following day,
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he borrowed some food and came to Zihua with his basket on the
shoulder. Zihua’s followers were descendants of officials for genera-

tions. Wearing silken garments, they either rode in high carriages for
senior officials or swaggered about with their noses in the air. Seeing
that Shangqiu Kai was old, weak, and withered in shabby clothes,
they all despised him. He became a regular target of their tricks, bul-
lies, and beatings, of their pulls, pushes, and what not. However,
Shangqgiu Kai never showed grudge against any of them who, having
exhausted their wits, began to be tired of their tricks. One day, he
was led up a high platform. “Anybody who dare jump off from here,” it
was declared, “will be rewarded with a hundred taels of gold! ” All
others pretended to be interested. Shanggiu Kai took it seriously and
was the first to leap over the edge. And lo! He lighted on the ground
as a bird, not a bone or muscle being hurt. However, no surprise was
excited because what he did was regarded as a lucky chance. Then
they pointed to a deep bend in a river and said,“There are pearls down
there, and anyone may get them by diving.” Shangqiu Kai again be-
lieved their words and plunged in. When he came out of the water, he
really held pearls in his hands. This time, everybody was amazed. Zi-

hua made him one of the best followers enjoying meat and wearing
silk. Not long after that, there was a big fire in Fan’s storehouse and
Zihua said, “Anyone who rush in and get the brocade out will be re-
warded with it, however much it is.” Showing no sign of embarrass-
ment, Shangqiu Kai rushed into the fire a dozen times and came out
without being hurt by either smoke or fire. Now he was believed to be
in possession of the Taoist magic arts, and all began to make their
~apologies, saying, “We placed tricks and insults on you because we
were not aware that you are a divine man with supernatural powers.
Did we not play a fool, a deaf, and a blind of ourselves? Do you mind

telling us what the magic art is?” “That is not magic art,” replied
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Shangqiu Kai,“l myself am not sure whatever it is. All the same, there
is one point 1’d like to let you know: Some time ago, two of your
fellows spent a night in my house. | heard them talking highly of Fan’
s powers—how he could decide on the life and death of others, and
how he was able to make the rich poor and the poor rich. 1 believed
what they said and came the long distance to him. From that time on,
I have given trust to your words and tried my best to do with all my
heart as I am told. I have never thought about benefit or harm. 1 have
simply forgotten myself. Yet nothing external has been cross to me,
and that is all. But now, I have realized that you were deceiving me
and become suspicious of you. | have become very careful of whatever
I hear or see. When I recall that dive and that fire, 1 feel terribly
frightened as well as greatly rejoiced over my luck. How can I have
the courage to go near water or fire in the future?”After hearing these
words, the followers of Fan became polite and friendly towards the
poor on their way.  Zai Wo heard this story and told it to Confucius,
his master. ~ “Don’t you know that a man of perfect faith may touch
everything?” asked Confucius. “Those who are the most faithful move
Heaven and Earth and touch ghosts and gods. Nothing may block their
way wherever they go, not to mention the powers of braving dangers or
passing through water and fire. Shangqiu Kai found no obstacles with
his faith in falsehoods. Will we find any with our faith put in what is
true? Bear this firmly in your mind, young man! ”

2.7 In the reign of King Xuan of Zhou, Liang Yang, a servant of
the official in charge of animals, was good at raising wild birds and
beasts. Under his training, all the animals in the royal garden,
including tigers, wolves, eagles and hawks, were tame and tractable.
They mate and reproduce and live together in peace. The king gave
the order that Mao Qiuyuan learn the skills from Liang Yang lest they

should be lost after the latter was gone.“I am only a humble servant
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and have no skills to impart to you,” Liang Yang told Mao Qiuyuan.
“Anyway, in order to show to his Majesty that I have nothing to hide
from you, I will tell you how to train a tiger. Any animal is by nature
pleased when it is yielded to and enraged if otherwise. Is such plea-
sure or anger groundless? It depends on whether its natural instincts
are satisfied or violated. When I feed a tiger, I do not give it whole
live animals lest it should become angry in the action of killing. 1 de-
cide the interval of its meals and try to understand the causes of its
anger. A tiger is a different species, but it shows obedience to those
who feed it at right hours and proper manners, so that the act of
killing its feeders is against its nature. This being so, I should not
think of violating its instincts to provoke its anger. Of course, 1 do not
yield to it all the time for it to be pleased, for excessive pleasure is
succeeded by anger, just as excessive anger is followed by pleasure.
Neither will last. Now I am in such a state of mind that there is neither
opposition nor yielding. Birds and beasts will treat me the way they do
their kinds. Thus, they wander in my parks and forget all about the
tall forests and the broad marshes, and rest in my gardens without any
desire of going back to the deep mountains and the dark valleys. Such
are the results of yielding to their natural instincts.”

2.8 Yan Hui asked Confucius, “Once I crossed a deep pool
named Shangshen, [ found that the ferryman did his job ingeniously.
“Can boating be learned?’ [ asked. ‘Yes,’ he answered. ‘Those who
swim may learn, those who are good swimmers will master it in no
time, and those who can dive may do it immediately even if they nev-
er see a boat.” | asked him for the reasons and he made no further
reply. Would you please tell me whatever his answers mean?” Confu-
cius said, “Alas! I have discussed the idea of Tao with you for a long

time but not yet probed into its essence. Now let me tell you. Those
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who can swim may learn because they are not afraid of water; those
who are good swimmers may learn it soon because they forget all about
water; and those who can dive may do it immediately even if they
never see a boat because they regard deep pool as land and overturn-
ing of boat as backing of cart. Nothing that overturns or backs may
change his frame of mind and what cannot be taken easy? A person
may bring his art of gambling into full play if he uses pebbles as
counters; he is afraid of loss if his belt buckles are bet on; and if gold
is used as stakes he would be bewildered because of tension. His skills
are the same, but he cares about losing his belt buckles or gold be-
cause he values highly his worldly possessions. The appreciation of ex-
ternal things makes a dull mind.”

2.9 Confucius went sightseeing at Liiliang and saw below a huge
waterfall a man in the torrents in which even turtles and fish find hard
to stay. He thought that the man wanted 10 drown himself because of
certain bitter reasons, therefore sent his disciples to his rescue. Unex-
pectedly, the man came ashore after swimming a few hundred meters,
singing while wandering along the bank. Confucius went up and said,
“I saw you in the torrents and I sent my disciples to help you because
I thought you wanted to drown yourself. I did not expect that you
would come ashore and go around so happily. I thought you were a
spirit.  Can you tell me if there is any art in swimming?” “There is
not,” the man replied. “I started as of old, grew up by force of habit,
and succeeded in observing the order of nature. I get in with the
whirlpools and rush out with the swift flows. I do as the waters do and
that is why I can swim in the rapid torrents.” “What do you mean by
starting as of old, growing up by force of habit, and succeeding in ob-
serving the order of nature?” “I was born on land and was satisfied
with the life on land,” replied the man. “This is my quality of origin,

therefore I said I started as of old. Later I grew up on water and was
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satisfied with the life on water. That was my habit, therefore 1 said 1
grew up by force of habit. I can’t tell why I can swim although I could
do it in due time, therefore I said I succeeded in observing the order
of nature.”

2.10 Confucius went to the State of Chu and saw on his way an old
hunchback catching cicadas as easily as picking up things on the
ground. “You are doing the job wonderfully! ™ exclaimed Confucius and
then asked,  “Is there art in doing that?”“Yes indeed,” answered the
hunchback. “1 trained myself nearly a half year. At the beginning 1 tried
to pile up two small muddy pills steady on top of a bamboo stick so that
they did not fall. With this done, I could often catch cicadas successful-
ly. Then I added another pill, and one out of ten cicadas could escape
my capture. With still another pill added on the top, it would be as easy
as picking up things on the ground. 1 stand there as if I were a broken
tree trunk. I reach out my arm as if it were a dry twig. While there is
such a huge space and there are so many things in this world, I see only
the wings of cicadas. I focus on their wings and nothing else may distract
me. That is why I can catch cicadas very easily.” Confucius told his dis-
ciples,  “Whole-hearted devotion comes close to that which is divine.
And what the old man said may serve as an example! ” The old hunch-
back replied, “How can you Confucian followers talk about this? Set
your kit aside, or you are disqualified in discussing profound truth.”

2.11 A man was very fond of sea-gulls. Every morning he went to
the seaside to play with them and there would be over a hundred gulls
gathering around him. “You are said to be popular among sea-gulls,”
said his father, “catch some and let me play with them.” On the fol-
lowing day, he went to the seaside as usual, and all the gulls soared
over him but none would alight. Conclusion: The most profound views
are not said, and the noblest conducts are non-actions; thercfore,

what is learned from the wise is very narrow and crude.
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2.12 Zhaoxiangzi, a top official of the State of Jin, went hunt-
ing in the area of Zhongshan with a company of a hundred thousand
men. He set fire to the forest and there were flames a hundred miles
around. All of a sudden, a man emerged from a rock, hovering up
and down with the flames and smoke. Everybody believed that he was
a ghost. When the fire was out, he walked out slowly as if nothing
had happened. Zhaoxiangzi felt it was strange and detained him for a
careful examination. He was surely a man in outer appearance, and
breathed and talked the way a man did.  “Is there an art by which
you live in the rock?” he asked. “And is there an art by which you
emerge in the flames?”“What do you mean by rock?” asked the man.
“And what ‘do you mean by fire?” “The rock is where you just now
came out of and the fire is what you just now walked through,” he
answered. “I know nothing of them” was the reply. Marquis Wen of
Wei learned of it and asked Zixia what kind of a man he was. The
latter replhied, “According to Confucius, my master, a man whose
soul and (i are kepl in harmony becomes one with his outer reality,
therefore nothing might hurt or control him, and things like passing
through metal or stone and walking in fire or deep water are out of
question to him.” “Then why don’t you do that?” asked the Marquis.
“I have not yet succeeded in removing my thoughts and wisdom,”
answered Zixia. “In spite of that, I can still attempt to talk about its
principles.” “And why doesn’t Confucius do that?” “He could do
that,” answered Zixia. “vet he is able not to.” In this answer the
Marquis was quite delighted.

2.13 Ji Xian, a wonderful sorcerer who could foretell a man’s
fortune in great detail, came from the State of Qi to settle in Zheng.
Because of fear, the people of Zheng would run away whenever they
saw him. However, Liezi admired him extremely and told Master

Hugqiu Zilin about the man. “At the beginning I thought you were the
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most powerful person,” he said. “Now I see that there are people
above you,” Master Huqgiu Zilin replied, “We have only studied the
idea of Tao rather than its essence and you believe you have found the
truth? All hens and no rooster will not get chickens. Your comparison
of the topmost Tao with the tricks of low sorcerers shows that you trust
those tricks. For this very reason, he could predict your fortune. Bring
him here to foretell mine.” On the following day, Liezi came with Ji
Xian, who told the former after the interview, “It is a pity your master
is going to die in less than ten days! In him [ saw symptoms of death.
The fire of life is not to sparkle again in the wet ashes.”Liezi went
back into the house in tears and told his master what Ji Xian had said.
“lI showed him the state of earthly silence between motion and rest,
and that is why he saw the approaching of death,” said the Master.
“Bring him in again tomorrow.”On the third day, Liezi brought Ji Xian
again to his master. This time he told Liezi, “It is lucky for your mas-
ter to have seen me! He has hope now! I have already seen a turn of
life in his carcass.”Liezi reported this to his master,who said, “I just
showed him a state of harmony between Heaven and Earth impenetra-
ble to fame or profit, and a gush of viial force rose from the heels.
This is the turn of life. He probably saw the state in which I started
life in me. Bring him here again tomorrow.”On the fourth day, Liezi
came with Ji Xian again. Coming out of the house of the master, he
said, “I cannot tell his fortune today because he has not fasted. Tell
him to fast and then I will come over.” Liezi told his master about the
request and the latter said,  “I showed him the state of utter silence
and harmony and probably saw the balance of life in me. There are
nine deep pools made of whirling water, stagnant water, flowing wa-
ter, overflowing water, rains, side gushes, back streams, springs,
and water branches. Bring him here for one more time.”On the fifth

day, Liezi brought Ji Xian to Hugqiu Zilin for still another time. Hardly
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had he stepped inside when he lost his mind and ran away as fast as
his legs could carry him. “Stop him! " shouted the Master. Liezi failed
to catch him and told his master that Ji Xian had already disappeared.
The Master said, “I just showed him a state not yet born out of my
origin, [ treated him with humility and compliance, so that he was
uncertain whatever [ was. He thought I was unstable as grass in the
wind or watler in motion and took to his heels out of fear.” Liezi real-
ized that he had not yet begun the study of Tao and kept himself at
home for three years. He cooked meals for his wife, fed pigs as he did
people, and treated everything equally. He removed his vulgar habits,
returned to the simplicity, kept oneness and lived as a form in igno-
rance and unadornment the rest of his life.

2.14 Liez1 went to the State of Qi and returned the half way when
he met Bohun Maoren. “Why do you stop halfway?” the latter asked.
“I was frightened there,” he answered. “Where?” “I went to purchase
wine at ten shops and five of them offered for nothing.” “Since they of-
fered you wine charge-free,” said Bohun Maoren, “why were you so
frightened?” To this Liezi answered, “If internal desires cannot be re-
moved, there would be external manners of expression and dignity.
Such manners serve to subdue other people and the respect for the
aged would merely be a show-off, and therefore it would provoke trou-
ble. Those wine sellers make a bare living on their own business. If
they treat me this way, how would they deal with the king of a power-
ful country who has thousands of soldiers and chariots in command?
The king is wisely engaged both physically and intellectually in the af-
fairs of his country and would trust me with those assignments and ex-
amine what I do. Therefore, I am frightened.” “You are certainly a
man of vision! " remarked Bohun Maoren.“You reflect and make self-
judgment, therefore people will come to you.” Not long after that when

he went to see Liezi, Bohun Maoren saw many pairs of shoes placed
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outside Liezi’s house. He stood speechless for a while toward the north
with the tip of a walking staff pressed against his cheek and then left.
A servant reported the happening. Liezi hurried out to the gate bare-
footed with shoes in his hund and said, “Now that you are here, sir,
why don’t you give me some instructions?” “Instructions?” replied
Bohun Maoren, “I told you before that people would come to you and
now | see that they have really come. It is not hard for them to come
to you, but it is hard for you to refuse them. Why do you have to move
them? It is out of common to move and please. It is meaningless to try
to touch other people because in doing so you are no longer yourself.
Those who associate with you will not offer you any good advice. Those
pleasing flatteries are poison. How will it do if nobody is aware of that?”

2.15 Yang Zhu was traveling south to Pei and expected to see
Laozi who was traveling west to the Kingdom of Qin. They did not
meet until at Liang. On their way, Laozi sighed to the heaven, say-
ing,  “I thought you were able to be taught, but now I see I was
wrong.” Yang Zhu made no response. At the tavern, he waited on Lao
zi’s toilet and then moved up on his knees, saying, “On the way you
sighed that it was out of your expectation that I was not able to be
taught. Because we were in a hurry on our journey, I did not ask you
for the reasons. Now that we are free, would you please let me know
my fault?” Laozi answered, “You looked up toward heaven and who
could get along with you? That which is the purest looks as if it has a
flaw; a man of great virlue appears as if he is not.” Yang Zhu looked
respectful and ill at ease. He said with a different attitude, “I see what
you mean now! " At the time of arrival, Yang Zhu was served by both
the landlord and the landlady, other lodgers hurried to make seat for
him, and those who were near the fire gave way before him. At the
time of departure, the other guests became familiar and fought over

seats with him.
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2.16 Passing through the State of Song, Yang Zhu put up for the
night at an inn in the east. The innkeeper had two concubines, one
was beautiful but was despised. and the other ugly but admired. Yang
Zhu asked why and the young holder answered, “The beautiful wife
regards herself as beautiful, but I am not sure in what her beauty lies;
while the ugly wife considers herself ugly, but I cannot tell what her
defect is.” Yang Zhu told his disciples, “Do good but do not consider
yourselves virtuous and you will be loved by everyone.”

2.17 There are approaches to both constant success and constant
failure. The approach to constant success is to be soft and flexible,
and that to constant failure is to be hard and unyielding. This is easy
to see, but there is no understanding in the true sense. For this rea-
son, our ancestors lell us that to be unyielding is to surmount those
who are weaker and 1o be flexible is to surpass those who are stronger.
It is dangerous either to surmount those who are weaker or to confront
those who are your equal, while it is safe to surpass those who are
stronger. It is the way to defeat an individual; it is also the way to win
the world. This is victory unwon. Yuzi said,“The quality of being hard
must be kept by the quality of being soft. Sufficient softness will grow
hard. Judging by the type of sufficiency, one knows whether it leads to
fortune or misfortune. To be hard is to surmount those who are weak-
er; however, to be hard before rivals means disaster. To be soft is to
surpass those who are stronger; its power is beyond measure.” Laozi
said,  “A strong army will be defeated, and a strong wood will be
broken. What is soft and weak is the companion of life; what is stiff
and hard is the companion of death.”

2.18 There are cases of similarity in appearance accompanied by
similarity in intelligence; there are also cases of different intelligence

accompanied by similar appearance. The sage must be similar in intel-
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ligence rather than appearance. The world in general prefers similarity
of appearance to that of intelligence. We love and get close to those
who are similar to us in appearance; we fear and keep at a distance
from those who are different from us in outer looks. Creatures walk
erect with a tall stature, different sizes of hands and feet, and with
hair on the head and teeth in the mouth are called human beings.
However, it does nol necessarily follow that human beings are with no
element of beasts. Nevertheless, even though they have certain ele-
ments of beasts, people get close to them all the same because they
are human. Creatures flying in the air or running on the land with
wings on the back, horns on the h.ead, or claws on the limbs are
called birds and beasts. But it does not necessarily mean that they do
not possess any element of man. However, even if they do, they are
kept at a distance because of their difference in outer appearance.
Fairy figures like Baoxi, Niiwa, Shennong and Xiahou had human
faces but the body of a serpent, the head of an ox or the snout of a
tiger. In spite of that, they were great saints. Jie of the Xia Dynasty,
Zhou of the Yin Dynasty, Duke Huan of the Lu State, and King Mu
of the Chu State were human in every detail of external appearance,
yet they had the minds of savage beasts. It is impossible to seek the
most saintly in one outer form. When he fought with the Yan Emper-
or on the field of Banquan, the Yellow Emperor led an army with
bears, wolves, panthers, lynxes and tigers as vanguards and with
banners bearing eagles, ospreys, falcons and gledes. This was an ex-
ample of forcing animals into the service of man. Yao entrusted Kui
the demi-human with the regulation of music. At the rhythm of musical
stone, all animals began dancing. When the ninth variation of the
Shao tone was heard on the flute, phoenixes flew down to worship.
This was a case of summoning birds with the power of music. In what,

then, are minds of birds and beasts different from the minds of human
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beings? They look and sound different from us humans, and there is
no way for us to communicate with them. But the sages are omniscient.
They can lead birds and beasts and put them to their use. Birds and
animals are certainly equally intelligent to man in certain aspects.
They are not less wise than man because they must also survive. There
is pairing between male and female, and intimacy between mother and
the young. They shun the plains and hide in the mountains and forests.
They flee the cold and make for warmth. They rest in flocks with the
weak in the middle and the strong around; they go out in orderly fash-
ions, and take care of one another when food and drinking are con-
cerned. In the remote past, they lived together and moved about with
man. It was not until the age of man’s rule that they scattered in fear.
Later, they hid themselves from disasters. Now in the kingdom of the
Jies, the people understand a bit of the language of domestic animals,
probably because they have certain special faculties in so doing. Great
saints of ancient times had a perfect knowledge of the feelings and
habits of all living beings, and a complete understanding of the cries
of birds and beasts. They brought them together and trained them the
way they did their kind. They comprehended ghosts and gods first,
then communicated with people in all directions, and finally gathered
birds, animals, and insects. Any of the animals endowed with blood
and breath are not much wiser one than another. The sages know it;
therefore, their education extends to living beings with no exception.
2.19 An old man of the Song State was very fond of macaques and
raised many at home. He understood them very well and was pleased
with them. He cut down the provisions of his family to feed them. Be-
fore long, the food was nearly consumed, and he intended to set a
limit to the share for the animals. Being afraid that they would not lis-
ten, he attempted with this suggestion,  “I will give you each three

chestnuts in the morning and four in the afternoon. Will it be okay?”
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The macaques were very angry. After a short while, the old man came
up with a fresh suggestion, “Will it be all right if I give each of you
four chestnuts in the morning and three in the aflernoon?” This time,
the animals were overjoyed. As the tale shows, it is always the case
that the wise are in control of the stupid. In a similar fashion, the
sages ruled over their foolish subjects. The name is not changed and
the meaning remains the same, but they are pleased in one way but
enraged in the other!

2.20 Jishengzi once worked for King Xuan of Zhou, training roost-
ers for cockfighting. At the end of ten days, the emperor asked him,
“Is it ready to fight?” “No, Your Majesty,” replied Ji. “It is arrogant
and strong-willed.” The King asked another ten days later, “Is it
ready to fight?” “Not yet, Your Majesty,” replied Ji again. “It still
sees and hears its other fellows.” The King asked the same question
after still another ten days and the answer was still negative. “Your
rooster still glowers with arrogance,” the trainer reported. Another ten
days later, the King asked again, and Ji said, “It is almost ready to
fight! When other roosters crow, it stays unmoved. It is trained per-
fect now and looks like a wooden rooster. lIts challenge is not an-
swered. All the other candidates flee at the sight of it! ”

2.21 Hui Ang went to visit King Kang of Song and saw him
cough and stamp his feet, saying impatiently, “I prefer courage and
strength to such things as justice and virtue. Now what do you intend
to inform me?”“I have an art to disable those who are brave and pow-
erful enough to attack, Your Majesty,” answered Hui Ang. “Are you
still not interested?” “Just the contrary,” replied the King. “This is
exactly what I want to hear.” Hui Ang went on, “Despite that stabs or
blows may be rendered ineffectual, they are still insults to me. I have
an art to make those who are brave or strong enough not dare to stab

or strike! They do not come, but it does not necessarily mean that
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they do not want to. Now I have an art for them to dismiss the idea of
either stabs or strikes. The evil idea is gone, but it does not necessar-

ily mean that they have the wish to love and help you. I have an art
for every person to come happily and willingly to love and assist you.
This is far superior 1o the mere possession of courage and strength and
better than any of the four alternatives above. Isn’t it interesting?”
“Yes, " replied the King, “this is precisely what | want to learn.” Hui
Ang said, “Confucius and Mo Di were two such people with a mastery
of this art. Neither of them possessed any land, and yet they were re-
garded as kings. Neither held an official rank, but they were respected
as leaders. Men and women, both old and young, would very willingly
guard and help them. Now Your Highness is the greatest king, and if
you follow their example, all your people will reap the benefit. And
then you will far exceed Confucius and Mo Di.” The king found no
words for a response and Hui Ang hurried away. Then the king told
the courtiers around him, “How powerful his argument is! [ am con-

vinced! "
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Chapter Ill King Mu of Zhou

3.1 In the reign of King Mu of Zhou, there was a magician from
a country in the far west. He could walk through water and fire, pass
through metal and rock, move mountains and rivers, shift towns and
cities, soar in the air, overcome any barriers, and conjure up endless
changes and transformations. He could alter the forms of everything as
well as the contents of memory. The King revered him as a god, and
treated him as a king. He set his magnificent palace office aside for
him to live in, regaled him with beef, mutton and pork, and chose
beautiful singers and dancers for his company.The magician,however,
condemned the palace as low and simple, the meals as smelly, and
the singers and dancers as ugly. So the King had a great new palace
built with pompous decorations of various skills. The building, named
Tower of Central Heaven and standing several thousand feet high on
top of Mount Zhongnan, exhausted all the royal treasuries. The palace
was filled with gentle beautiful maidens chosen from Zheng and Wei,
well-adorned and dressed. Pleasant music of Cloud-Bearing, Six Gems,
Nine Beauties, and Morning Dew was played. Every month he was
presented with jade raiment and every day he was served with deli-
cious food. The magician was not very happy but could not well refuse
to stay in the building. Not very long after he had dwelt there, the ma-
gician mvited the King to a pleasant journey with him. Holding the
broad sleeves of the magician, King Mu soared up until they came to
the latter’s palace in midair. It was built with gold and silver and
decorated with pearls and jade. It appeared to be a pile of varicolored
clouds towering above, and where the foundation was remained un-
known. What was seen, heard, smelled or tasted was not found in the

mortal world. King Mu was convinced that it was the Hall of Paradise
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dwelt by the Celestial Emperor and the music there was the celestial
tone. Looking down at his own palace below, he thought it was simply
a pile of firewood. He felt he would be happy to stay there and forget
all about his own kingdom. The magician continued the journey with
him, passing locations with neither the sun and the moon above nor
rivers and seas below. The dazzling bright light was too much for his
eyes, and the sounds were too much for his ears. He was confused,
lost, and trembling all over, so he begged the magician for return.
The magician gave him a shove, and the King felt himself falling
through space. When he woke up, King Mu found himself still sitting
on his throne with the same attendants around. Looking at the wine in
front of him, he saw that it was not clear yet; looking at the dishes,
he found them still warm. He asked where he had gone, and his atten-
dants told him that he had been in contemplation for a while. Since
then, King Mu had grown absent-minded, and it was three months
before he became himself again. Then one day he went to ask the ma-
gician what had happened. “Your Majesty and I were making a spiritu-
al journey,” replied the magician, “and our bodies never moved at
all. What is the difference between the palace in dreamland and your
palace on earth? What difference is there between the garden we visit-
ed on our mental trip and the garden here? You are used to constant
reality and therefore puzzled over temporary unreality. Is it possible to
make clear the ultimate goal of change or what is between fast and
slow changes?”  King Mu was very pleased with the answer and since
then indulged himsell with mental journeys regardless of the affairs of
the state or of the pleasure with his wives. He ordered the chariot with
eight fine steeds—the chief cart hauled on the right by a red horse
with black mane and tail and a green-eared horse on the left, flanked
by a red thoroughbred horse on the right and a white horse on the left,
driven by Zaofu with a helper; the subsidiary cart was hauled on the
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right by Fast Yellow and on the left by Swift Wheel, flanked by two
other fine horses, driven by Boyao assisted by Sanbai and Benrong—
and went to Jusou’s kingdom one thousand miles away. Jusou offered
King Mu white swan’s blood as beverage and milk for him to wash his
feet, and warmly received his attendants. After the meal, he went on
his journey and put up on the north bank of the Chi River at the foot
of Mount Kunlun. The following morning, he climbed up the mountain
to see the palaces built by the Yellow Emperor on his tours around the
country and erected steles for memory. He paid a visit to Queen Moth-
er of the West and attended a party she held at her abode. Queen
Mother sang lamentable touching tones for King Mu and the King
joined in. Next the King was shown where the Sun set. He traveled ten
thousand miles during a day. “Alas and alack,” King Mu said with a
sigh, “I am seeking comfort and pleasure rather than attaining merits
and virtues, and I will probably be blamed by the generations to
come! " Was King Mu of Zhou divine? He sought much pleasure dur-
ing his life and passed away at the age of a hundred. People believed
that he became an immortal and lived in the Heaven.

3.2 Laochengzi went to Yinwen to leam magic. Three years
passed but he was taught nothing. He asked Yinwen to point out his
fault and then begged for leave. Yinwen made a bow with hands folded
in front, led him into the inner apartment, dismissed his attendants,
and said, “When Master Laozi went on a tour to the West, he told me
that the breath of life and the bodies of form were mere illusions.
Those which originated in nature and were changed by Yin and Yang
are called life and death. Changes based on a thorough examination of
the laws of nature and a complete mastery of the principles of change
are called variation and illusion. The profound ingenuity and mystery
of the great nature are inexhaustible. The ingenuity of superficial

changes based on bodies of form is easy to see; therefore, life is fol-
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lowed by death. An understanding that the same rule governs both
variation and illusion and life and death is a must before the learning
of magic. Since you and I are both illusions, why should we learn the
art of illusion-making?” Back at home, Laochengzi reflected over
these words for three months and was able to appear and disappear at
his will, order the seasons to produce thunderstorms in winter and ice
in summer, and make those that fly in the air run on the earth and
those that run on the earth fly in the air. However, he never showed
his art. It was not handed down. Master Liezi said,“He who is master
of magic exercises it in secret and does not appear different from oth-
ers. The virtues of the Five Emperors and the merits of the Three
Kings were not attained merely by wisdom and courage; they might
have been the outcome of illusions. But who could guess it?”

3.3 Awakening is manifested in eight ways and dreaming is re-
flected by six signs. What are the eight ways? The first is keeping on
doing things, and the second doing something new. The third is gain;
the fourth, loss. The fifth is being sad; the sixth, being happy. The
seventh is life; the last, death. What are the six signs? They are
dreams of ordinary life, of surprise, of longing and thought, of awak-
ening hours, of happiness, and of nightmares. They are products of
the mind and the external world when they meet. Ignorance of reasons
for reaction and change results in confusion when reaction and change
actually happen; knowledge of them makes understanding possible up-
on their occurrence. And understanding removes all fears. The build of
a person, whether it is sufficient or deficient, whether it weakens or
grows, is intimately associated with Heaven and Earth and all that is
around him; therefore, when the negative element grows strong, he
will dream of being frightened by flood, when the positive element be-
comes strong, he will dream of being burnt by fire, or when both ele-

ments are too strong, he will dream of either life or death. Overfilled,
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he dreams of giving; hungry, of taking. Therefore, diseases shown by
unstable pulses produce dreams of flight; by dull pulses, nightmare of
drowning. Sleeping on a belt generates dreams of snakeé; seeing a
bird holding hair in its bill creates dreams of flight. There are dreams
of fire when the negative element of blood and breath prevails; there
are dreams of eating when sickness is approaching. Dreaming of
drinking makes one depressed; dreaming of dancing means weeping
when awake. Master Liezi said, “Dreams are made when mind encoun-
ters the external world; and when body meets the outside world it be-
comes reality. Thus, you dream at night what you think during the
day, and this is the result of contacts between mind and body. There-
fore, when you are spiritually concentrated and pure, feelings during
daytime and dreams at night will both vanish. True awakening is be-
yond description in language, and true dreams are beyond our com-
plete understanding, because they result from the changes in our feel-
ings and thoughts. It isn’t groundless to say that the ancient immortals
forgot themselves when awake and never made dreams when asleep, is
it?”

3.4 In the westernmost, there is a country in the south named
Kingdom of Ancient Boors, which borders what no one knows. There,
Yin and yang do not meet; therefore, there is no division of cold and
hot seasons, and there is no difference between day and night because
it is beyond the reach of both the sun and the moon. People in that
kingdom sleep all the time without food or clothing. They wake up ev-
ery fifty days. They take their dreams for facts and regard what they
see or hear as something false. In the center of the Four Seas is found
the Central Kingdom, whose land strides the Yellow River and ex-
tends over Mount Tai with a range of over ten thousand miles. Here,
yin and yang contrast strikingly, and hence the division of cold and

hot seasons, as well as of day and night. In this kingdom, some peo-
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ple are wise and some stupid. Everything thrives and plays its part.
The relation of monarch and his ministers is maintained by ceremonial
rites and regulations. What they say or do is too many to be recorded
in number. Every day they wake up and sleep and regard what they do
as real and what they dream as false. In the easternmost, there is a
country in the north called the Kingdom of Mounds. It is often hot
there with slight sunshine and moonlight. No crops grow, so grass
roots and wild fruit are taken as food. People are fierce, barbarian,
with no knowledge of cooking, and making light of justice and virtue.
They are always awake, moving about outdoors with little rest and no
sleep at all.

3.5 A certain Yin of the land of Zhou ran a big business and
kept his employees busy all the time during the day. Among them was
an old man whose physical strength was exhausted, yet he was made
to work harder. He was all groans during the day and fell into a heavy
sound sleep during the night. Being dissipated spiritually, he dreamt
every night that he was a king over all the people, that he placed all
affairs of the country under his control, and that he indulged in com-
fort and pleasure to his heart’s contents. But on the following moming
he had to labor again. To words of sympathy and comfort he would re-
ply, “Life lasts no more than a hundred years, and a half is at night.
In the daytime I am a slave—how much 1 suffer! But by night I be-
come a king, and how much | enjoy! What should 1 complain about?”
Yin put all his mind to worldly cares and racked his brains about fam-
ily property. He overworked himself in both mind and body, and thus
during the night he also fell into a heavy sound sleep. Every night,
however, he dreamt that he was a slave, being kept busy with all sorts
of work and receiving only abuse and ill-treatment. He did not stop

groaning or crying until he woke up the following morning. He consult-
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ed a friend about the affliction and his friend said, “Your station in life
is glorious and your wealth is inexhaustible. You have far surpassed
other people in these respects, so it is natural for you to see yourself
in dreams as a slave, for where can you {ind a person so lucky that he
finds pleasure both in reality and in dreamland?” Yin understood what
his friend meant, and therefore eased the limits to his employees and
reduced his own schemes. In this way, pains of both parties were re-
lieved.

3.6 A woodman of Zheng fell in with a frightened deer and killed
it on the spot. He was afraid that it might be seen by somebody else
and hid it in a pit covered with firewood and thus felt rejoiced. But be-
fore long, he forgot the spot where he had hidden the deer, and de-
cided that it was merely a dream. He told himself about it all the way,
unaware that he was overheard by a man, who found the deer accord-
ing to what he said. Carrying the deer home, the man told his wife,“A
woodman dreamt of killing a deer but he forgot where he hid it. 1
found it! I didn’t expect that he had dreamed of something real! ”
“I'd rather say that it was you who dreamt of a woodman who got a
deer,” retorted his wife, “for where can you find such a woodman?
You say you really found the animal, but are you really making a
dream I'm afraid?” To this the man said, “Now that I have got it, why
should I make clear whether he made the dream or I did?” The wood-
man got home, still thinking about the loss of deer. That night, he
found the location in his dream and saw the man who took the dead
animal. With indications of his dream he found the man the next
morning. Then there was a quarrel and the matter was brought before
the judge.“At the beginning you really got the deer but you mistook it
for a dream,” said the judge to the wood-cutter. “Then you really
dreamt that you had got the deer, but mistook the dream for reality.

He really got your deer, and now you are quarreling over it. His wife
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claimed that he took the deer in a dream and that no one therefore re-
ally got a deer. Now that here is the deer, you had better divide it be-
tween you.” The King of Zheng heard this case and said, “Why, the
judge might have been making a dream to have the deer divided!” He
asked the prime minister about it, but the latter replied, “I can’t tell
whether it was a dream or not. In order to make it clear, we have to
ask the Yellow Emperor and Confucius for help. But they are no longer
living, and we have no one to consult. So it is the best to let it be as it
is! 7

3.7 Yangli Huazi of Song was afflicted in his middle age by loss
of memory. He forgot by the evening anything he did in the moming,
and could not remember the following morning anything he did during
the previous night. On the way he forgot to walk; in a house he forgot
to sit down. He could not recall the past and would not remember the
present. All his family was worried about it. Fortune-tellers were invit-
ed, but their divinations would not come true; wizards were sum-
moned, but their exorcisms would not help; and doctors were called
in, but their remedies proved ineffectual. At this moment a scholar
from the State of Lu offered a cure and Huazi’s family was willing to
pay it with half of their property. He said, “This is not something to be
cured by divinations or exorcisms or drugs. [ shall attempt to change
the way he thought, and perhaps it would work! ” So the experiment
began: when told to go naked, Huazi would look for his clothes;
when starved, he would ask for food; and when kept in darkness, he
would rather see the light. The scholar told the man’s son that his fa-
ther was curable. “I will tell my remedy to nobody because it is passed
on only in my family,” said the scholar, “Now please let me alone
stay with him for seven days without being disturbed.” He was allowed
to have his way, and his secret art worked wonders. Huazi became

completely himself again, but he flew into a rage. He reproached his
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wife, punished his sons, and drove the scholar with a spear. His
neighbors intervened and asked him why he treated them this way.
Huazi replied: “l was forgetful in the past and was ignorant of the ex-
istence of Heaven and Earth. But now | have suddenly recovered my
memory: | can remember what | was and what I did, I am upset by
all gains and losses, sorrows and joys, love and hatred replayed in my
mind, and [ will be disturbed by all of them happening in the future.
Oh! if only I could recapture a short moment of that blessed obliv-
ion! " Zigong felt it strange and told Confucius about it.  “This is
something you cannot understand! " replied Confucius, and then told
Yan Hui to record the story.

3.8 There was a certain Feng of Qi whose son was very clever in
his childhood but became mentally ill when grown up: to him singing
was crying, white was black, good was bad, sweet was bitler, wrong
was right, and everything—including heaven and earth, east and
west, water and fire, cold and warm, became upside down. A certain
Yang told him, “The intellectuals in the State of Lu are gifted in many
ways. Perhaps they could help. So why don’t you go and consult
them?” He went to Lu via Chen where he came across Laozi and told
him about his son. Laozi said, “How do you know that your son is
mentally sick? Nobody in this world can tell between right and wrong
or between profit and loss. There are so many such people that they
are not easily noticed. Besides, the case of an individual brings no
harm to a family, that of a family brings no harm to a village, that of
a village brings no harm to a country, and that of a country brings no
harm to the world. If the whole world is sick in mind, to whom will it
bring harm? If all the people under the sun are as confused as your
son is, I would rather say that actually you are confused. Who can tell
which is sorrow or joy, which is pleasant or unpleasant, which is good

or bad, or which is right or wrong? What is worse, [ might also be
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confused, not to mention those intellectuals of Lu who are more con-
fused than I am. So what help can they offer? Pack up your things and
hurry home! "

3.9 A man was born in Yan but grew up in Chu. When he was
old, he came back to his native place. Passing Jin on the journey
home, his fellow-traveler fooled him into believing that the city wall
was the wall of his home town, and he looked sad; that a certain tem-
ple for the God of land belonged to his native place, and he heaved a
deep sigh; that a house was where his parents and grandparents lived,
and he began weeping; and that a mound was the tomb of his ances-
tors, and he wailed.The man roared with laughter and said, “This is
the State of Jin, my fellow. I have been joking.” And he felt very
ashamed. When at last he arrived at Yan and saw the city wall and its
temple for the God of land, as well as the actual abode and tombs of

his ancestors, he was no longer that sad.

i JeidoyDd
zen ™

o)
P
;-
N
«»
- ]
on

-
5
-
-
o
-
L
=X
-
m
(7]
m

81




B¥EMF H2E

eSS

[R3x]
4.1 W, FIALR, BAREA 7 AR, 145 Eim 3

EEmK, fLrmz RERA BE ., FEMAR? "R . KR
e "fLFHEREIRE, TH O BERRZRFE . R RGN,
FIATLLURAL, "fLF AR H AR ER? M2 BRE, KERHZ
R IE LA IEW M AE AR R A A 2 R R HUR KA ar A e
K, SEEHI AT 5K MERZAER, LT 08, K
ZHUREA R Z AL, BEBGF) (B), B K, HELUBXT,
GRS AEEE -5 naEmC . MEZHAEHAHLF - X5, 1%
gl LIE AT -5 449 KK T 5% MR HHBGE) (B).

[&iF]

41 LT —ALE, FTR#EIEF LAALBAEKRE . FiTAR
e, bR EFTHS, A REZ R 2 #B5 LFHHERF R
RKiefmw Bt BE Pl . “4hAH L3R V=SB .24 H4
2% R VILFH . SRR RE, M S, K AR 9T 4 A
i CCRRAe ALK AR X ARERGAER, LR EER
=, HEIANEG? ROERET, IART R RMAMHERT K
A RFFHM AR, RRAiB R Eeh TURALKLEE 2R T #
RRXEFAAERGRERE, LR EFGE TSR . B4
FO HIERERRE il AR ERGE T RE BAIETEIE
W B ey u B X AR BLE R Koo Tl R, AT R A5 T (GF
ZY)(BB), M EALBFRE AEANLEET AEEH, RER
BHRAOTHF S LR EAML, AHGEEELTESEE L 258
A AL BT M AGAELRE SR RO RRE AN
G ARLEMARE, LELARAETTETREHR? FLX A 2ik
(F2) (FB) AL FEF T LR L RRLKER 2b Rk T %



Chapter IV  Confucius

4.1 Confucius was alone at home. He looked dismal and unhap-
py when Zigong entered to accompany and serve him. Zigong dared not
ask why and came out to tell Yan Hui. The latter fetched a stringed
instrument and played it while singing. Hearing the sound of music,
Confucius asked Yan Hui to enter and asked, “Why are you so hap-
py?” “Why are you alone and unhappy, my master?” Yan Hui asked
in reply. “Answer my question first,” said Confucius. “You told me
before to enjoy what is natural and obey what is destined,” answered
Yan Hui. “And that is why [ am happy.” Confucius was blue in the
face, saying, “Did | say that? You must have misunderstood it. That
was what I said in the past, and let us talk about today. You have the
mere knowledge that one may rest carefree if he is contented with his
lot, but you are not aware that more worries arise from it. Now let me
tell you the truth: what you say by enjoying what is natural and obey-
ing what is destined so as 1o remain carefree actually means to culti-
vate onesell both physically and mentally, to yield to fate—no matter
it is graceful or disgraceful, whether it is life or death—and to main-
tain peace of mind whatever changes there are. In the past, when I
was revising Book of Songs and Shang Shu and correcting the rules of
etiquette and music in preparation of putting the world in order, [ was
not considering about my own cultivation only or about the manage-
ment of Lu alone. However, in the State of Lu, normal order is being
broken between the king and his officials, justice and virtues are be-
ing weakened, and the humanity of man is being lost. My republic
proved impracticable in Lu, and how can it come true all over the
world and even extend into the future? I came to realize that Book of

Songs, Shang Shu, the rules of etiquette and music did not play any
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role in putting the world in order, but I was not certain of a way to re-
form it. This is exactly what is worried by those who are optimistic
about and aware of their fate. In spite of that, I have found the way
now. What I mean loday is different from what the ancient people did.
True optimism and awareness lie in having nothing to feel optimistic
about or to be aware of. In such a state, one will be optimistic about
and aware of anything, anxious about and active in everything. In such
a case, is it necessary to abandon or reform the Book of Songs, Shang
Shu, the rules of etiquette and music?” Yan Hui bowed to the north to
Confucius, saying, “Now I have seen it.” He came out and told
Zigong aboul what Confucius had said. Zigong was at a loss after hear-
ing it. He pondered over it for seven days at home without food or
sleep and became skin and bones. Yan Hui gave him repeated advice
until finally he came back to Confucius. There he recited Book of
Songs and Shang Shu over music all the rest of his life without inter-
ruption.

4.2 An official of Chen went to Lu and paid a personal visit to
Shusun, an official of Lu. “We have a sage in our state,” the latter
told the former.  “Isn’t he Confucius?” “Exactly.” “How do you know
that he is a sage?” asked the official of Chen.  “I was told by Yan
Hui,” said Shusun, “that Confucius conducts himself through expres-
sion rather than thought.” “We have a sage in our state too,” the offi-
cial of Chen said. “Don’t you know him?”“No,” replied Shusun and
asked, “Who is he?”“He is one of the disciples of Laozi. His name is
Kangcangzi. He has got the Tao from his master and is able to see
with his ears and hear with his eyes.” The official of Lu was greatly
surprised when he heard it. He invited Kangcangzi as a highly honor-
able guest. The latter accepted the invitation and came to the State of
Lu. When the king asked him courteously about his supernatural pow-

ers, Kangcangzi said, “Your Majesty was given the wrong message, I
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am afraid. | can see and hear without using eyes or ears, but I cannot
change the functions of these organs.”  “This is more amazing,” ex-
claimed the king.  “Can you tell me how you see and hear then?”
Kangcangzi said, “My body is in harmony with my mind, my mind
with my Qi, my Qi with my spirit, and my spirit with nihility. [ will
feel the tiniest thing and the faintest sound far and near that are dis-
turbing. I am not sure whether it is my sense organs and limbs or my
internal parts that are in play. Perhaps they are felt as a matter of
course.” The king was very pleased. Some time after that, he told it to
Confucius, who smiled but made no other response.

4.3 A high official of Song paid a visit to Confucius. “Are you a
sage?” he asked. “Well,” replied Confucius, “I cannot say that I am
a sage, but I am a man of great learning and insight.” “Were the Three
Kings sages?” “They were good at using the wise and brave, but I am
not certain if they were sages.”“Were the Five Emperors sages?” “They
were good at using the just and virtuous, but I am not sure either if
they were sages.” “And the Three Emperors, were they sages?” “They
were good at using those who followed the trend of times, but I cannot
tell if they were sages.” The official was seriously shocked at these
comments. “Whoever is a sage then?” he asked. A change was noticed
in the expression of Confucius. After a pause he answered, “In the
west there is a sage who governs not but no disorder is found in his
country ,who speaks not but is naturally trusted, and who conducts no
education but rules are watched. How great he is! The people are not
sure how to praise him. 1 suspect that this is a sage, but whether he is
really a sage or not I do not know.” The high official of Song heard it
and told himself that Confucius was making a fool of him.

4.4 Zixia asked Confucius, “What do you think of Yan Hui?”
Confucius answered, “He is more kindhearted than I am.” “What about

Zigong?” “He is more eloquent than [ am,” Confucius answered. “And
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Zilu?” “He is more courageous than 1.”“And Zizhang?” “He is graver.”
Zixia left his seat and asked, “Now that they are better, why should
they become your disciples?” “Sit down and let me tell you why,” said
Confucius. “Yan Hui is kindhearted but not cruel, Zigong is eloquent
but indiscreet, Zilu is courageous but he never yields, and Zizhang is
grave but not easygoing. I will not exchange my way of conduct for the
sum total of theirs. And this is why they have firmly made up their
minds to serve me as their master.”

4.5 Liezi became a disciple of Huqiu Zilin and communicated
with Bohun Maoren. When apprenticeship was over, he settled in the
south of the town and countless people became his disciples. In spite
of that, he considered himself unwdrthy and encouraged himself to go
on learning. He was known far and wide to hold debates with his dis-
ciples every day. For twenty years, Nanguozi had been his next-door
neighbor; however, they had never visited each other, and when they
met on the road they would take no notice of each other. Liezi’s disci-
ples felt convinced that there was enmity between their master and
Nanguozi. A man from Chu asked Liezi, “Why are you and Nanguozi
hostile to each other?” “Nanguozi,” replied Liezi, “is full in appear-
ance but blank in mind. He does not hear, or see, or talk, or think,
or act. So why should I visit him? Anyway, I will try to go with you
and see him.” Accordingly, Liezi selected forty disciples to go with
him. Nanguozi, really a puppet in looking, was difficult to get along
with. He turned to look at Liezi, his mind and body seeming to be set
apart, and no one could communicate with him. After a while, he
pointed to one of Liezi’s disciples in the last row and appeared ready
to dominate him in a debate. The disciple was frightened and was still
wearing a look of doubt back at his dwelling place. Liezi said, “He
who understands the true meaning need not talk, neither need he who

knows all. Speech without words is a kind of speech; knowledge
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shown by ignorance is a type of knowledge. Wordlessness as non-
speech and ignorance as non-knowledge are speech and knowledge,
too. Therefore, there is nothing unspeakable or unknowable, and there
is nothing to be talked or known. That is all, so what is there to be
frightened of?”

4.6 Three years after Liezi started learning the Tao, he dared
neither reflect on or talk about what was right or wrong and what was
good or bad and his teacher only threw a brief glance at him occasion-
ally. Five years later, he ventured to reflect on and talk about what
was right and wrong or what was good or bad and his teacher began to
show smiles. With an elapse of seven years, whatever he reflected on
or talked about, there was no more distinction of right and wrong or
good and bad, and his teachers invited him to sit beside him. At the
end of nine years, he had no idea at all of who was right and wrong or
good and bad no matter where or when he thought or talked. He be-
came one with what was around him. Since then, he felt his eyes were
like his ears, his ears were like his nose, and his nose was like his
mouth: there was no more difference. His mind was fixed, his body
abandoned, and his flesh and bones melted together. He was not
aware where his body was, what was under his feet, what was in his
mind, or what he meant when he talked. And that was all. To him, all
truths were clear as blazing fire. |

4.7 At the beginning, Liezi was fond of sightseeing. “You enjoy
sightseeing, Yukou,” Hugqiuzi said, “but what are you interested in
seeing on your lours?” “My interest lies in seeing what is fresh all the
time,” answered Liezi. “Other people enjoy what they see, while I
enjoy what changes they make. Sightseeing! O sightseeing! No one is
yet able to tell between the two realms of the same activity! ” “Are
your tours essentially the same with or different from those that are

made by others? Whatever they see, their changes are often noticed
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too. You see changes in things outside but are ignorant of the changes
in you. You are totally occupied by what is external but negligent of
your self. What is external is required to be perfect; what is internal,
flawless. The highest realm of sightseeing is the latter.” Accordingly,
Liezi kept himself indoors all the rest of his life, conscious of his ig-
norance of sightseeing. “This is probably the top level of sightseeing!”

commented Huqiuzi.  “The best ideal is ignorance of where to go or
what to see. Anything may be the sight to see, and everything may be
the destination of tours. This is sightseeing in my view. This is sight-
seeing in my opinion. Therefore, this must be the highlight of sight-
seeing! This must be the ideal of sightseeing! ”

4.8 Long Shu said to Wen Zhi, a famous doctor, “You are mas-
ter of medical skills. Now can you cure me of my illness?” “l am at
your service, replied Wen Zhi. “But please tell me first the symp-
toms of your disease.” Long Shu said, “I do not feel glorious to be
praised by a whole village, or disgraceful to be vilified by the entire
country. [ am never happy or sad because of gains or losses. I regard
life as death and wealth as poverty. I look upon others as pigs and my-
self as they are. 1 dwell in my house as though it were an inn and
consider my hometown as if it were a barbarian state. Afflicted as I am
in so many ways, high positions or big rewards excite no interest in
me, cruel tortures or heavy penalties bring no threat to me, rises and
falls or benefits and harms cannot change me, joys or sorrows do not
make me sway. In such conditions, I am unable to serve my king, to
get along with my friends and relatives, to direct my wife and chil-
dren, or to control my servants. What type of illness is this? And how
can it be cured?” Wen Zhi asked Long Shu to stand toward the light
and gazed at him from behind. “Ah! " exclaimed Wen Zhi after a
while, “I see your heart! Your heart is blank and pure. You are al-

most a sage now. Six channels in your heart are open and clear, but
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one is not. Now you mistake the wisdom of a sage for illness, and this
is a case beyond my power.”

4.9 The Tao exists for all time without dependence on anything
else. Man lives by following the law of life, so that when he dies, the
law still is. This is the truth. If death results from following the law, it
is because unhappy events occur. On the other hand, the Tao is also
what depends on something else and is dead for ever. Man dies by fol-
lowing the law of death, so that he who is poor in moral conduct still
lives, but the law of life i1s dead. This is the truth, too. If man sur-
vives by following the law of death, it is because of luck. Therefore,
life without dependence is called the Tao, while death by following

the law is called the truth; death without dependence is also called

the Tao, while death by following the law is called the truth, too. Ji.

Liang died as a matter of course,and Yang Zhu sang toward his house.
Sui Wu died of misfortune, and Yang Zhu wailed over his corpse. For
all births and deaths, some should be sung, and others wailed.

4.10 He who is going to lose sight can see the finest hair; he
who is going to lose hearing may hear the flying of a mosquito; he who
is going to lose the sense of taste is able to tell the difference of water
in the Zi from that in the Mian; he who is going to lose the sense of
smell 1s capable of telling between what is burnt and what is rotten;
he who is going to fall runs the fastest; and he who is going to lose his
mind makes a clear distinction between right and wrong. Therefore,
nothing is going to the opposite until it comes to its extremity.

4.11 There were many prominent men at Buze of Zheng, and
there were many men of abilities and wisdom at Dongli of the same
state. On his way out passing Dongli, Bofengzi, a disciple of a certain
person at Buze, came across Deng Xi, who turned to his followers and
said laughingly, “I will play a fool of that man. What do you think of

it?” “This is exactly what we want to see,” answered his disciples.
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Deng Xi asked Bofengzi, “Do you know the reasons for supporting and
being supported? They who cannot support themselves and thus are
supported by other people are like dogs and pigs; it is man’s power to
support other creatures and use them for his own purposes. It is due to
what we administrators do that you are provided with sufficient food
and warm clothing and rest in comfort, while you guys, young and
old, are busy searching for couch grass to bed down the liveslock and
making food, so in what are you different from the animals?”

Bofengzi made no reply, but one of his attendants stepped forward and
said, “Haven’t you heard that in Qi and Lu there are many people of
wisdom and skill? Among them there are skilled builders, clever
weapon makers, good musicians and dancers, calligraphers, accoun-

tants, military commanders, ritualists and all other talented personnel.
They cannot control or command one another. Men of abilities and
wisdom are controlled and commanded by those who are of neither
wisdom nor abilities. In what do you feel pride, you guys who hold
positions and are ordered about by us?” Deng Xi could find no words
to reply and winked at his followers to retreat.

4.12 Count Gongyi was known to all princes for his great strength.
Duke Tangxi told King Xuan of Zhou about it and the king prepared a
lot of presents to invite him. And here arrived Count Gongyi, a cow-
ardly-looking man. Feeling much puzzled, King Xuan asked, “Can you
tell me how powerful you are?” “I am powerful enough,” answered
the Count, “to break the leg of a locust in spring and lift the wings of
a cicada in fall.”  With an unhappy expression, King Xuan said, “I
am strong enough to tear the hide of rhinoceros and tug nine bulls by
their tails, yet I still do not think myself powerful. You can only break
the legs of a locust and lift the wings of a cicada. But why are you
better known to the world?” Count Gongyi heaved a deep sigh and

rose from his seat, saying, “This is a good question, Your Majesty.
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Let me venture to tell you the truth. I had a master by the name of
Shangqiuzi who was matchless in strength, but even his family was
unaware of it because he never used his power. | served him with de-
votion and one day he told me, ‘If you want to see what you cannot
see, you should watch with care what is neglected by others; if you
want to get what is beyond your reach, you must do what others are
unwilling to do. Therefore, in order to train your sight, you should
begin by watching firewood loaded on a cart; in order to train your
hearing, you should start by listening to the sound of a bell. Feeling
easy inside will find no difficulty outside. For this reason, fame is al-
ways kept indoors.” Now I am known far and wide because 1 have vi-

olated my master’s teachings and displayed my strengths. However, 1
haven’t won the fame by a mere dependence on my strength, but
rather by the good use of it. Isn’t it much better than those who
have?”

4.13 Prince Mou of Zhongshan was a wise prince of the Wei
State. He communicated with men of virtue and never interfered with
state affairs. He admired Gongsun Long, a native of Zhao, and
Yuezheng Ziyu and his fellows sneered at him for it.  “Why do you
mock my admiration for Gongsun Long?” asked Prince Mou. Ziyu ans-
wered, “Because he serves no masters and makes no friends; he has a
glib tongue but does not talk in the right way; he is undisciplined and
anarchical; he is keen on what is unconventional but his words are
full of absurdities. He is always trying to confuse people, to tie their
tongues, and to study the tricks with Han Tan and his sort.”Prince
Mou showed a sign of displeasure, saying, “Why do you describe
Gongsun Long in that excessive way? Please show me some evidence.”
“He once cheated Kong Chuan,"replied Ziyu, “and I thought it
ridiculous. He said, ‘A good archer can hit his arrows right at the cen-

ter of a target—the arrow behind rips into the tail of the arrow before
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it—so that they seem to become one unbroken straight line.” Kong
Chuan was shocked after hearing this. And he continued,  ‘This is
nothing miraculous. A disciple of Feng Meng, Hong Chao by name,
will frighten his wife when he is ill-tempered. Once he used the Yel-
low Emperor’s excellent bow called Crow and the wonderful winged
arrows made at Qi of the Wei State. He aimed his arrows at his wife’s
eyes and lo! She did not wink at all and when the arrow approached,
they fell on the ground without stirring up a grain of dust.’ Is this what
for a wise man to say?”  Prince Mou replied,“It is a fact that a wise
man s words are beyond the understanding of a fool. The reason for
one arrow to hit the tail of another is that they are both shot in identi-
cal conditions. There was not a wink of the eyes, and the arrows fell
because they came to the end of their force. So what is there to be in
doubt?”  Ziyu replied, “You are really a devout disciple of Gongsun
Long. How can you not try to conceal his errors? 1 will talk more about
what he said, and more absurd too. He cheated the King of Wei by
saying,  ‘There is idea, but it is not mind; a reference is beyond
reach; nothing can be divided into its smallest parts; a shadow cannot
move; a heavy load may hang by a hair; a white horse is not horse;
an orphaned calf had no mother.” And there is still an endless list of
his illogical nonsense.” “I am afraid it is your fault to say they are fal-
lacies before you understand these great axioms,” retorted Prince
Mou. “The non-existence of idea is equal to mind; nothing referred
will be reached; anything divisible leaves parts to be divided; a shad-
ow does not move because it is constantly changed; the capacity of a
hair to hold a heavy load lies in the even distribution of force; a white
horse is not horse because there is a difference between form and col-
or; a motherless orphaned calf would not be an orphan if it had a
mother.” “I see that you have taken the noises of Gongsun long as

golden axioms. You might even regard his fart as treasure.” Prince
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Mou remained silent for quite a while hefore he left, saying, “I will
find time to talk more about it with you.”

4,14 Yao managed his country for fifty years. He was not certain
whether there was order or not, and he was not sure if he was sup-
ported by his people. He inquired about it from his intimate minis-
ters, but they were not sure either. Neither were the others at his
court. He asked the gentlemen out of office and got the same reply.
Accordingly , he put on ordinary clothes and made private investiga-
tions about it in the sireets. He heard ballads sung by children:
Heaven raises His folks,And norm of Heaven He makes. Nothing
learned, nothing told,The course of Heaven He takes. Yao was
pleased. “Who taught you this song?” he asked. “We learned it from
a top official,” answered the kids. Yao went to ask the official and
was told that it was an ancient poem. Yao returned to the palace,
called Shun in, and handed over the crown to him. Shun accepted it
without decline.

4.15 Guan Yinxi said, “Do not claim credit for oneself and things
will speak for themselves. Movement is natural as water flows: still-
ness is clear and evident as a mirror; and reaction to the external
world is as faithful and swift as an echo. Therefore, the Tao yields to
everything. It is likely for things to violate the Tao, but not inversely.
He who yields to the Tao spares his ears, his eyes, his strength, and
his intelligence. It won’t work to seek the Tao with one’s power of vi-
sion or hearing, strength or wisdom. Now it goes in front, and then it
comes from behind. It is everywhere when working and nowhere if oth-
erwise. It is not to be alienated or approached intentionally or unin-
tentionally. He who experiences it with an open mind and follows up
his natural instincts will gain it. To be conscious and able in the true
sense means a state in which one is conscious of everything but not

dominated by emotions, most able but without much achievement.
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How can there be emotions without consciousness? And how can there
be achievement without ability? A pile of clod or dust will achieve
nothing, but it does not connote the topmost philosophy of non-ac-
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Chapter V. The Inquiries of Tang

5.1 Tang of Yin asked Xia Ji,“Was there existence in the re-
mote past?” Xia Ji replied, “How could there be any now if there was
not any then? Will it be sensible for the men of future ages to say that
there is no existence now?” “In that case,” asked Tang again, “isn’t
there an order for existence?” “There was no limit to the beginning and
end of existence,” replied Xia Ji. “Beginning might be end and end
beginning. How can we know that there is an order? Therefore, I am
not sure what exists in front or outside of everything.” “Are there limits
to the top and bottom and all directions?”“I do not know.” Tang kept
on with questions, and Xia Ji said, “Where there is non-being, there
is no limit; where there is being, there is no end. How do I know it?
Another step beyond the non-limit there is not even non-limit itself, a
further step beyond the non-end there is not even non-end itself.
Therefore, I know there is no limit or end to non-being and being, but
I do not know there is a limit or an end to them.”Tang continued his
inquiries, saying,  “What is there beyond the Four Seas?” Xia Ji
replied, “Just what there is on the Central Plain.” “How do you prove
it?”"“When I traveled eastward to Yingzhou,” said Xia Ji, “I saw peo-
ple like us, and when I asked what it was like further east, | was in-
formed that it was the same. When 1 traveled westward to Bin, I saw
people like us, too, and when I asked what it was like further west, I
was told that it was also the same. Thus I am aware that beyond the
Four Seas and the four directions in the remote regions things are simi-
lar to what we see here. Therefore, that which is big includes that
which is small and the inclusion is endless. It contains everything just
as 1t contains Heaven and Earth; therefore, there is no limit or end.

How should I know if there is not anything bigger than Heaven and
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FEarth? That is a question beyond my intelligence. In such a case,

Heaven and Earth are existences themselves, and therefore imperfect.
That is why Niiwa of old fashioned five-colored blocks of stone to re-

pair Heaven and supported its four corners with the legs cut off a huge
tortoise. Later on, in his fight with Zhuan Xu for the throne, Gong
Gong bumped in his rage against Mount Buzhou. In so doing, he
snapped the pillar supporting Heaven and broke the rope connecting
Heaven and Earth. Thus Heaven dipped towards the northwest, so that
the sun, the moon and stars settled there, while Earth sank in the
southeast, and rivers and streams flowed in that direction.” -Tang
asked another question, “Are things told between big and small, long
and short, or the same and different?” Xia Ji replied, “Hundreds of
millions of miles to the east of the Bohai Sea there is a huge bottom-
less valley called Home-Place. Rivers up in the heaven and down on
the earth converge there. However, the water neither rises nor falls.”
In the Home-Place were found five mountains: Daiyu, Yuangiao,
Fanghu, Yingzhou, and Penglai, each extending thirty thousand miles
with a flat top of nine thousand miles and a distance of seventy thou-

sand miles in between. On each of the mountains were found towers
and pavilions decorated with gold and jade, birds and animals with
pure white feather and fur, trees of pearls and jade everywhere bear-
ing fragrant flowers and delicious fruit that promised longevity, and
countless fairies and immortals soaring to and fro. However, the five
mountains were baseless and thus were forever kept rising and falling
with the waves, and shifting here and there with the tides. It proved
vexing to the inhabitants, who appealed to the Heavenly Emperor. For
fear the mountains should be drifted to the remotest west, the Emperor
issued an order for Yuqiang, god of the North Pole, to send fifteen
huge tortoises to carry the mountains on their backs, on three shifts

relaid at an interval of sixty thousand years. And then they became
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rock-firm. It happened that in the Kingdom of Longbo there were gi-
ants who could reach these mountains in a few steps. Once they caught
six of the tortoises and carried them home in a hurry to scorch their
shells for divinatory purposes. Thus, Mount Daiyu and Mount Yuan-
qiao were drifted to the North Pole with hundreds of millions of fairies
and immortals on them and then sank into the big ocean. In a rage,
the Emperor began to narrow the boundary of Longbo and dwarf its in-
habitants so that by the time of Shennong and Niiwa the people there
were reduced to a hundred meters or so in height. Forty thousand
miles to the east of the Central Kingdom was a kingdom called Jiao-
jiao, whose inhabitants were one and a half feet in stature. To the
northeasternmost was a tribe called Zheng whose members were only
nine inches tall. In the south of Jingzhou was found a giant tree called
Mingling whose spring or fall lasted five hundred years. In the ancient
times, there was a huge tree of heaven whose spring or fall extended
eight thousand years in time. Wild fungus and glossy ganoderma on
dung and dirt grow at dawn and wither at dusk. In spring and summer
seasons, midges and mosquitoes are born in the rain and die when the
sun comes out. On the north of the Kingdom of Zhongbei was a sea. It
was a celestial pond in which was found a fish named Kun, several
thousand miles as wide as long, and a bird called roc, whose wings
were as huge as a curtain of clouds hanging from the heaven and
whose body was of the same size. Does anybody know them? Yu the
Great witnessed them on his journey, Boyi gave them each a name
when he learned of them, and Yijian noted them down afterwards. On
the brink of the Yangize River there was a tiny species of insects
named Jiaoming flying in swarms around the eyelashes of mosquitoes
yet not touching them. They lived there and kept coming and going;
however, mosquitoes were not aware of them at all. Lizhu and Ziyu

who were well-known for their power of sight could not see them with
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eyes wide open in the daylight; Chiyu and Shikuang who were famous
for their power of hearing could not hear their sound with full attention
in the dead silence of midnight. Only the Yellow Emperor and Rong-
chengzi could do that. Dwelling on Mount Kongtong, they spent three
months fasting, their minds being dead as ash and bodies still as logs.
Slowly and carefully they looked with their spirit, and they saw those
insects as huge as Mount Song; slowly and attentively they listened
with their Qi, they heard those insects as loud as thunder. In the
kingdoms of Wu and Chu there was a species of giant tree named teak
whose leaves were evergreen and whose red fruit was sour in taste.
With the skin and juice of the fruit, people treated the case of deteri-
oration and regarded it as treasure. However, once crossing the Huai

River, it was turned into trifoliate orange. Mynahs cannot survive after

crossing the Ji River, and racoon dogs will die on the other bank of

Wen, because climate plays a decisive role in it. Even if it is so,
things are different from one another in both appearance and quality.
Their dispositions agree with their environments, but they are mutually
irreplaceable.  With what can I tell whether they are large or small,
long or short, the same or different if their innate quality and natural
gift are complete and full?”

5.2 Mount Taihang and Mount Wangwu, ten thousand meters
high and covering an area of seven hundred miles, were located re-
spectively in the south of Jizhou and the north of Heyang. A Foolish
Old Man of the North Mountain, nearly ninely in age, dwelt opposite
the two mountains. Being vexed by the obstruction which forced a de-
tour, he called his family together and told his plan. “Let us go all out
to remove this obstacle so that we go right through the south of Yuzhou
to the south bank of the Han River, shall we?” All agreed except his
wife, who was doubtful about it, saying,“With what strength you have

you cannot remove even a little mound like Kuifu, let alone Taihang
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and Wangwu. Besides, where do you put so much earth and so many
stones?” “Move them to the side of Bohai Sea, to the north of Yintu,”
was the reply. Then the old man departed with three of his offspring
who could bear load, and started digging with pickaxes and transport-
ing with dustpans. A boy of seven or eight living next door, whose
mother was the widow of Jingcheng, joyfully offered what little help he
could afford. They returned only at the turn of cold and hot seasons.A
Wise Old Man living at the river bend derisively urged them to stop,
saying, “How foolish you are! With the little strength you have, you
cannot even remove a grass on the mountain, still less the huge pile of
rock and soil.” With a deep sigh, the Foolish Old Man replied, “You
are stubborn as a mule and are not even to be compared with the wid-
ow’s son. Even though I die, my sons will carry on; when they die,
there will be my grandsons, and then their sons and grandsons, and
s0 on to infinity. However, the mountains cannot grow any higher, and
how can we not clear them away?” The Wise Old Man found no words
to reply. The deity of mountains overheard the talk and, being afraid
that he would stick on, reported it to the Heavenly Emperor. Touched
by the Foolish Old Man’s good faith, He commanded the two sons of
Kua’e, god of great power, to carry the mountains away and place
one in the east of Shufang and the other in the south of Yongzhou.
Since then, the region between the south of Jizhou and south of the
Han River had nothing to block the way.

5.3 Kuafu overrated his strength and wanted to catch the sun. He
ran on and on till the side of Yugu where the sun set. Being in a thirst
hard to endure, he ran to drink water from the Yellow and the Wei
rivers. The water in those rivers being not enough, he intended to
have more from the huge lake in the north. But before he could reach
the lake, he died of thirst. The cane he had left got nourishment from

the grease and blood of the corpse and grew into a vast wood named
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the Deng Forest, stretching several thousand miles.

5.4 The Great Yu said, “Being between Heaven and Earth, amid
the Four Directions, and within the Four Seas, everything is shone by
the sun and the moon, administered by the stars, controlled by the
Four Seasons, and determined by the Planet of Year. God created all
things and gave them various forms and different lengths of life. The
laws governing them are known only to the sages.” “However, "added
Xia Ji, “there are those that are created without God, shaped without
Yin and Yang, shone without the Sun or the Moon, short-lived without
killing, long-lived without care, fed without the five cereals, clothed
without silk, and transported without boat or cart. And the laws gov-
erning them were formed as a matter of course and are not known even
to the sages.”

5.5 When Yu the Great was managing the water and soil, he lost
his way and found himself in another country. It was near the north of
the North Sea, tens of millions of miles from the Central Plain. The
name was Zhongbei, and no one knew where its boundary was. There
was no wind, rain, frost or dew, neither were there birds and beasts,
insects and fish, grasses and trees, and the like. Flat areas were
found in all directions and were surrounded by lofty and precipitous
peaks. In the center of the land was a mountain called Huling in the
shape of a vase, on whose top there was a round opening called Ci-
xue, from which sprang up divine water, redolent and sweet. The wa-
ter then flew downhill in four branches, irrigating the whole country.
The land was mild in climate and free from plagues. The people were
kind, gentle and agreeable. There was no strife or offence and no one
was haughty or jealous. The old and the young lived together on equal
terms. Marriage was free, and no matchmakers or betrothal gifts were
required. They dwelled by waters and were not engaged in planting or

harvest. The climate was mild and agreeable, so they needed no cloth
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or clothing. They all lived to a hundred years free from disease. The
people were countless. They lived in happiness and were free from
complaints.They were fond of singing together and songs were heard all
days. The divine water would remove their hunger and freshened them
with strength and vigor, but an excessive amount would turn them
drunk for ten days. Washing with the divine water would nourish the
skin and its perfume would last for ten days.When King Mu of Zhou
passed that country on his journey, he lived there for three years, for-
getful of his own state. And when he finally did return, the king
missed the country so much that he had been absent-minded for a few
months before becoming himself again, without desire for either meat
and wine or his ladies.Guan Zhong urged Duke Huan of Qi to go to
that country on an inspection of Liaokou and the preparation was vir-

tually made. At this moment, Xi Peng discouraged him from going.
“Your Majesty,” said he, “you have the big state of Qi with its large
population,  beautiful landscape, rich resources, flourishing eti-
quettes, and magnificent raiment. Your palace is full of beautiful
ladies and loyal ministers. At your order, millions of soldiers come at
once and all princes listen to what you say. So why should you aban-
don your land for a savage country in the wilderness? How can you lis-
ten to the silly ideas of Guan Zhong?” Duke Huan dismissed the idea
and told Guan Zhong what Xi Peng had said. “This is exactly what Xi
Peng could understand,” replied Guan Zhong. “I am afraid we are not
able to learn about that country. Is it necessary to inquire about the
wealth of Qi? How can we listen to Xi Peng’s remarks?”

5.6 The southerners were naked and wore short hair, the north-
erners wore fur coat with scarves around their heads, and the people
of the Central Plain wore coats, trousers, skirts and hats. With the re-
sources available on the land of the Nine States, some people were

farming, some were doing business, some went hunting and others
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went fishing. Just as fur coats were for winter, linen clothing for sum-
mer, boat for water, and cart for land, everything was done quietly
and was completed according to its nature.On the east of the Yue State
was the Kingdom of Zhemu, where the first baby would be dismem-
bered and swallowed. It was believed that in so doing there would be
more sons. When a grandfather died, the grandmother would be
thrown away, because no one would “live with the wife of a ghost.”On
the south of Chu was the Kingdom of Yanren in which it was a custom
of burial to take the skeleton of one’s dead parent, bury it, and throw
away the flesh. In so doing, the son would be considered as dutiful.On
the west of Qin was the Kingdom of Yiqu. People there would burmn
their dead parents. When smoke rose, their dead parents were be-
lieved to have become immortals and therefore they themselves be-
came dutiful sons.No one would feel them strange because officials re-
gard these customs as governmental affairs and ordinary people took
them as their traditions.

5.7 On his journey to the east, Confucius saw two children in an
argument and asked them about the reason. One said, “I think the sun
is closer when it just rises and farther away when it is over us at
noon.” But the other kid held the opposite view. “The sun is big as the
canopy of a carl when it just rises,” said the first child, “but at noon
it grows as small as a bowl. Isn’t small when far away and big when
close?” “It is cool when the sun is just up,” the second child said,
“but at noon it is as hot as you can feel when you put your hand into
boiling water. lIsn’t it because the sun is hot when close and cool
when far away?”Confucius could not decide who was right and who
was wrong. The two kids said laughingly, “But you are said to be ex-
perienced and knowledgeable! ”

5.8 Balance is the maxim of the world. It applies to things with
form, too. With the balance of weight, a hair may bear a heavy load;
when stress is unevenly distributed, the hair will snap because of im-

balance. In equilibrium, that which breaks easily will not break. Some
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people do not think so,but there are some who do.Zhan He went fish-
ing with a thread of silk as fishline, an awn-like needle as fishhook, a
cane of bramble as fishing rod, and a half corn as bait, and caught a
huge fish from the torrents of deep water, yet the fishline did not
break, the fishhook did not yield, and the fishing rod did not bend.
Being curious about the story, the King of Chu called him in and
asked him why it was so. “My father told me,” said Zhan He, “that
when Puqiezi went hunting, he used only frail bows and arrows, fine
strings, and with fair wind he would kill two yellowbirds at a single
shoot, because he was attentive and exerted a balance of force. With
this inspiration, [ followed his example and completely mastered the
rules of fishing in five years. Taking up my fishing rod by the river-
side, 1 think of fish alone without any distractions. When I throw in
the hook, I do it with a moderate force, and nothing will be able to
disturb me. The fish see my bait as though it were sinking dust or
gathering foams and therefore are not suspicious of it. This is how I
conquer the big and strong with what is small and weak, and obtain
the expensive with what is cheap. If Your Majesty could manage the
country in this manner, it would be as easy as a turn of hand. You
need not do anything else.”“What a great idea! ” the king exclaimed.
5.9 Gong Hu of Lu and Qi Ying of Zhao fell sick at the same
time and went to Bian Que, the famous doctor, who received them
both. After their recovery, the doctor told them, “The malady you suf-
fered from was the result of an attack of evil external emanations on
your internal organs and was curable with herbs and needles; howev-
er, you are still suffering from inborn diseases that grow all the time
with you. Do you want them cured?” “First of all,” they said, “we’d
like to know what the symptoms are.” Bian Que told Gong Hu, “You
are strong in mind but weak in disposition, therefore you are good at

planning but irresolute; while Qi Ying is weak in mind but strong in
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disposition, therefore he is poor in making plans but obstinate. So an
exchange of your hearts will make you both perfect.” So saying, Bian
Que administered a concoction of wine and anesthetic so that both of
them slept for three days with a loss of consciousness. In the mean-
time, Bian Que cut open their chests and changed their hearts. Then a
magic medicine was applied, so that when they awoke, they looked
exactly the same as before. They bid farewell with the doctor and re-
turned: Gong Hu to Qi Ying’s home, taking Qi Ying’s wife and chil
dren for his without being recognized who he was; and Qi Ying to Gong
Hu’s home, taking Gong Hu’s wife and children for his without being
recognized either. So there were quarrels between both families and in
the end Bian Que was required to account for the change. When the
doctor made an explanation of everything, both sides got reconciled.
5.10 When Paoba played the zither, birds would dance in the air
and fish would bounce for joy. When Shi Wen of Zheng learned of it,
he left home and became a disciple of Shi Xiang the musician. With
three years’ practice of his fingers and the adjustment of strings, he
could not play even a piece of music.“You are free to go home,” said
Shi Xiang. Laying the zither aside, Shi Wen said with a sigh, “It is
not that I cannot adjust the strings or play anything, but that my inter-
est lies neither in the strings nor in the music. Inside, I cannot yet
understand music with my mind, and outside I am unable to strike
harmony between my mind and the instrument. Therefore, 1 cannot
venture any attempt of performance. Please give me more time and see
what I can do.” Before long, Shi Wen went to see Shi Xiang again.
“How are you getting along with your practice?” asked Shi Xiang. “It’
s all right,” Shi Wen answered. =~ “Shall I have a try?” With these
words, he slarted to play. In spring, when he plucked the second
string of the sound of Gold (Shang) to play the scale representing the

eighth month, cool autumn wind came at once and plants bore rich
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fruit immediately. Then he plucked the third string of the sound of
Wood (Jue) to play the scale of the second month, warm wind of spring
started to blow gently and plants gave fresh blossoms and flowers.
While playing the tune of summer, he switched to the sixth string of
Water (Yu) of the eleventh month, and there were frost and snow, and
rivers and ponds froze suddenly. Following the sound of winter, he
plucked the fifth string of the sound of Fire (Zhi) to play the scale of
the fifth month, and ice was immediately turned into water by the
scorching sun. At the end he would switch to the first string to play the
previous four scales, and there would be lucky wind and auspicious
clouds, sweet dews would drop and sweet springs would well up.
“Well done! " shouted Shi Xiang excitedly, beating his chest and
jumping high. “Even Shi Kuang and Zou Yan will not be able to sur-
pass you with their string or pipe. They will see you far above
them! 7

5.11 Xue Tan learned singing from Qin Qing, but before com-
pletion he took leave and returned home, considering himself a perfect
singer. Qin Qing did not persuade him to stay and gave him a farewell
party by the road. At the party, Qin Qing sang a doleful melody to the
beat of drum. The song moved the woods nearby and its echoes halted
the passing clouds. Xue Tan asked Qin Qing for pardon, expressed his
determination to study afresh, and no longer mentioned his return.Qin
Qing turned his head and said to his friends, “On her way eastward to
the State of Qi, Han E was short for food. So when she passed Yong-
men, she sang songs in return for her meal. She went on, but her
songs still lingered three days and nights, so that nobody believed that
she had gone. She was insulted in a tavern and cried bitterly, and the
long trail of her cries turned the villagers to sad tears for three whole
days with a loss of appetite. So she was invited back immediately. This

ime, Han E sang with longer trails and the people in the village, both
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young and old, jumped for joy and could not help dancing, forgetful of
their sorrows before that. They offered her much money and presents and
sent her home. That is why the people around Yongmen are still good at
singing or crying, for the voice was passed on to them by Han E.”

5.12 Bo Ya was an expert player of zither, and Zhong Ziqi was
an expert appreciator. When the former meant the climb of lofty moun-
tains, the latter would exclaim in praise, “Wonderful! It is as impos-
ing as Mount Tai! ” And when the rushing of water was implied, the
response would be, “Superb! It is as grand as the great waves of the
Yellow and Yangtze rivers! ” Zhong Ziqi would comprehend whatever
there was in Bo Ya's mind.On one visit at the northern foot of Mount
Tai, there was a sudden rainstorm, and Bo Ya had to take shelter un-
der a rock cliff. He felt rather sad and began to play the zither. He
played the tone of continuous big rains followed by abrupt avalanches
of high mountains. Zhong Ziqi understood every part of it completely.
Bo Ya stopped playing and said with a sigh, “Great! Great! What an
outstanding power of appreciation you have! Your interest and imagi-
nation are so much like what I think in my mind that none of my as-
pirations will be hidden from you.”

5.13 King Mu of Zhou overcame the Kunlun Range and climbed
Mount Yan on his inspection of the west. On his home journey before
reaching the Central Plain, an artisan named Yan Shi was presented
to him by a certain state. During the interview, King Mu asked what
he could do and the man replied, “I can make anything I am required
to, Your Majesty. And I have a finished piece and I should like to
show it to you.” “Bring it here with you sometime,” said the King,
“and we will have a look at it.”  On the following day, Yan Shi came
to see the king, who received him and asked who his companion was.
“This is a dancer I made,” he replied. In great surprise, King Mu

carefully watched it walk at quick or slow paces, bend itself, or raise
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its head exactly the way a man did. It was really an ingenious piece of
work! A turn of its head would make it sing in tune; a lift of its
hands would make it dance to the beat. It might be made to change its
movements all the time as one wished. King Mu thought it were a real
person and watched its performance with his favorite concubine and
other lady attendants.As the performance was drawing to the close, the
dancer winked at the ladies around King Mu and cast seductive looks
to them. In a rage, the king decided to kill Yan Shi, who was utterly
frightened and disassembled the dancer immediately to show to King
Mu that it was after all a mixture of leather,wood,glue, paint, chalk,
charcoal, cinnabar, and blue mineral. King Mu examined it carefully
and found that all was artificial; the internal organs—hver, gall,
heart, lungs, spleen, kidneys, intestines, and stomach—as well as
muscles, bones, limbs, skin, hair and teeth outside. When they were
pieced together, the figure looked exactly the same as before. King Mu
tried the effect of taking away the heart, and found that it would lose
the power of speech; when he took away the liver, it would lose the
power of vision; and when he took away the kidneys, it would lose the
power of locomotion. Delighted, King Mu exclaimed, “It was out of
my expectation that man can be as skillful as Nature! " He ordered
Yan Shi to gel on the wing chariot to return with him. Gongshu Ban
and Mo Di considered their scaling ladder and wood glede extremely
clever makings. Dongmen Gu and Qinguli, two of their disciples, in-
formed them of what Yan Shi did, and since then the two masters
ventured no longer to talk about their skills. They were often found
with their tools to follow the usual rules and regulations.

5.14 Gan Ying was an excellent archer in the past. He drew his
bow, and a beast or a bird would fall. Fei Wei learned archery from
him and surpassed his skills.A man named Ji Chang went to learn

archery from Feir Wei. “Learn not to wink first,” Fei1 Wei told him,
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“and then we’ll come to the art of shooting.”Ji Chang returned home
and lay under the loom when his wife did weaving, gazing at the mov-
ing pedal. With two years’ practice, he succeeded in not winking at
the approach of an awl. Then he went to his master.  “This is not e-
nough,” said Fei Wei. “You must watch it carefully and go on training
your eyes until you find that big things and small things look the same
and dark things and bright things look alike.” With a long hair, Ji
Chang hung a louse over the window and looked at it from north. In a
couple of weeks, the louse looked bigger; three years later, it ap-
peared as large as a wheel. Looking elsewhere, he would find things
big as hills. Then he took up the bow lined with ox horn of Yan and
the arrow of Chu and shot right through the heart of the louse without
breaking the hair. He reported this to Fei Wei, who was excited with
joy and, beating his chest, he said, “You've had it! "Having com-
pleted the training of archery, Ji Chang told himself that he was now
second only to Fei Wei and therefore intended to kill his master. One
day, they met in the open country and began shooting at each other.
Their arrows hit each other midway and fell to the ground without rais-
ing a grain of dust. Ji Chang had one arrow more than his master and
when it was launched, Fei Wei used the tip of a thorn to successfully
stop it. In tears, they threw the bows and swore on their knees to treat
each other as father and son. They took an oath of blood not to pass
the skills on to anybody else.

5.15 Zao Fu’s master was named Tai Dou. When Zao Fu learned
driving a chariot, he was very polite and modest at the beginning.
Three years had passed, but he was not taught any skill whatsoever.
He became more polite than ever, and Tai Dou told him, “It is said in
an ancient poem: ‘The son of a master-hand of bows must learn to
make dustpan of canes first; the son of a master-hand of metallurgy

must learn to make fur coat first.” Pay attention to the way I walk. You
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cannot rein six horses at the same time till you can walk the way I
do.”“1 will obey to your instructions,” replied Zao Fu.Tai Dou erected
spiles as the way, the top of which could hold only a foot. The spiles
were arranged at regular intervals of a pace. Then he walked on them
to and fro and never failed or fell. Zao Fu spent three days learning
the skill. “How clever you are! ” exclaimed his master, “and how fast
you have learned it! It is almost the same story when you learn to
drive. When you walk on the spiles, the skill falls on your feet and is
kept in harmony with your mind. Apply the principle to driving: if yon
want order for the chariot in its progress, it is crucial to suit the reins
well to the gag bits; the control of speed is exercised by suiting the
loudness of cries to the capacity of chariot; standards are adjusted in
the mind, and speed is controlled in the hands. The way of driving
must suit to your mind within and to the will of horses without. Thus,
regular progression will be made as straight as if set by a yardstick,
left or right turns as smooth as set by compasses, and there will be
sufficient strength to cover long distances. This means a true mastery
of driving skills. A harmony between gag bits and reins, between reins
and hands, and between hands and mind will spare the use of eyes
and whips; a peaceful mind, an upright posture, the orderliness of six
reins, the successful control of the twenty-four hooves will ensure a
timely operation of the chariot. In this way, there will be no more
tracks than the wheels and no excessive ground besides the hoof
prints; nor will there be any difference perceived between the dangers
of high mountains and deep valleys and the flatness of plains and low-
lying land. That is all for my driving skills. Learn them by heart! ”
5.16 Hei Luan of Wei killed Qiubingzhang because of a personal
grudge and Laidan, a son of Qiubingzhang, was determined to re-
venge his dead father. Laidan was brave but very emaciated. He ate

rice by grains, he could walk fast only with the powerful aid of wind,
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and too weak to raise a weapon even if he were mad in a rage. How-
ever, he was ashamed to seek help from others. He swore to kill Hei
Luan with sword himself. Hei Luan’s bravery was outstanding and in
strength he was a match for a hundred men. His joints and skin were
incomparable. He would stretch out his neck to the blade or bare his
breast to the arrow, but the blade would bend and the arrow would
break , and there was no trace of wound on him. With his bravery and
strength, he looked down upon Laidan as a mere fledgling. Shen Tuo,
a friend of Laidan, said, “You bear the deepest hatred for Hei Luan
but he takes the slightest of you. What is your plan of action then?” In
tears, lLaidan sought advice from his friend. “I am told,” said Shen
Tuo,  “that Kong Zhou of Wei has inherited a sword awarded by an
emperor of Shang Dynasty, which is of such magical power that an
entire army would retreat at the sight of it being carried even by a kid.
So why not go and ask him for help?” Laidan went to Wei accordingly
to pay the most polite visit to Kong Zhou, and expressed his willing-
ness to hand over his wife and children as hostage before stating his
request. “1 have three swords for you to choose from,” replied Kong
Zhou, “but none of them will kill a man. Let me tell you something
about them. The first sword is called Light-bearer. You can neither see
nor feel it when you wield it. No trace is left on things struck by it;
nothing is felt by him who gets pierced through. The second is called
Shadow-bearer. Looked at it closely from south at dawn when it is both
dark and light or at dusk when it is neither light nor dark, the sword
appears to be there but not discernable in shape. Things struck by it
give out a crack barely audible, and he who gets pierced through re-
ceives no wound. The third is called Night-silk. By day it is visible by
its shadow but not its light, and by night it is seen by its light but not
its shape. With a swish it cuts through a person, the cut heals at

once, pain is felt, but no blood is found on the blade. The three
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swords have passed through the hands of thirteen generations but are
still sealed up in a box unused.”“Even if it is so,” said Laidan, “I
still insist on borrowing the one that can be seen.” Kong Zhou then
gave back Laidan’s wife and children and they fasted together for sev-
en days. Then in a half-clear and half-cloudy hour, he handed over
the third sword on his knees to Laidan, who bowed, received it and
hurried home.The sword in hand, Laidan tracked Hei Luan. One day,
he found his enemy lying drunk at his window and struck at three
places between the neck and the waist, but the latter made no reac-
tion. Believing him to be dead, Laidan withdrew at once. At the gate
he met Hei Luan’s son and struck at him three times with the sword.
But it looked as if it had pierced through nothing. The young man
laughed and said, “Why do you give me three waves in that foolish
manner?”’ Laidan realized at last that the sword did not kill and, with a
sigh, he returned home. When he awoke from his sleep, Hei Luan
became angry with his wife, saying, “Why did you put me drunk in
the open? 1 am feeling a choke in the throat and a pain on my back.”
“Why,” said his son, “Laidan gave me three waves just now at the
gate and | am feeling ill all over and stiff in my limbs. I am afraid he
has brought us harm with his witchcraft! "

5.17 During his expedition against the Xirong, King Mu of Zhou
was presented with the dragon sword of Kunwu and fire-washing cloth.
The sword was two feet long and was made of pure steel. With the
blade glowing with red light, it cut jade as if it were mud. Thrown into
fire ,the cloth tumed red and the dirt on it looked the color of ordinary
cloth; taken out of fire and shaken off the dirt, the cloth became as
white as snow. The crown prince considered it nonsense, for he did not
think there were things like that in the world. “He 1s too much confident

of himself,” said Xiao Shu, “and overbiased against factual reality! ”
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Chapter VI Power and Destiny

6.1 “How great are your achievements compared with mine?”
Power asked Destiny. “How can you compare yourself with me?”
replied Destiny. Power said, “l can make a man’s life long or short,
hard or easy, noble or base, and poor or wealthy.” Destiny retorted,
“Peng Zu was no more intelligent than Yao and Shun, yet he lived to
the age of eight hundred; Yan Yuan was no less able than his con-
temporaries, but he died at the age of thirty-two. The virtue of Confu-
cius was not less than that of the princes, but he found himself in a
dilemma in the states of Chen and Cai; the conduct of King Zhou of
Yin was below that of Jizi, Weizi, and Bi Gan, the three men of
virtue, yet he was high in the throne. Ji Zha, a brother of King Wu,
possessed no title in the State in spite of his virtue; Tian Heng was
crafty, but he grabbed power in Qi and handled it for his personal
ends. Boyi and Shuqi starved to death at Mount Shouyang, while Ji of
Lu was much richer than Zhan Qin who was of nobler character. If you
could do it, why did you make one live long but another short? Why
did you put the sage in difficulty while allowing the villains to do
whatever they pleased? Why did you make the talented base while the

stupid noble? And why did you make the kind poor while the wicked
rich?” “If things are as what you have said,” replied Power, “I have
actually done nothing for man. But so different they were, was it you
who made them what they were?” Destiny said, “So named am 1, how
can | control anything? No matter what or who they are, [ just let
them be as they are or improve the occasion. They decide for them-
selves whether their lives will be long or short, easy or hard, noble or
base, and wealthy or poor. How can I know anything about it? How

should I know anything about them?”
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6.2 Beigongzi said to Ximenzi, “You and I are of the same gen-
eration, but you are made influential. You and I are of the same clan,
but you are respected. You and I look almost the same, but you are
loved. You and 1 say the same words, but you are promoted. You and
I do the same things, but you are trusted. You and I take the same
positions, but you are considered noble. You and I farm together, but
you are made rich. You and I do business together, and you only are
made to gain. | wear tatters, eat coarse food, live in hut, and walk on
my legs; while you are clothed in brocade, fed with fine food and de-
licious meat, sheltered by mansions, and transported by high chariot
driven by four horses. At home, you mock at me and do not deign to
notice me; at the court, you look excited and haughty. It has been
quite a number of years since we began to stay and go out to play to-
gether. Do you consider yourself over me in moral conduct?” “I cannot
know the actual conditions,” replied Ximenzi, “You find me easy but
yourself in difficulty. Does it not say something about our moral con-
duct? But you are so shameless as to say that you and I are equals! ”
Beigongzi found no words to reply and walked home disappointed. On
the way he ran into Dongguo, who asked, “Where have you been?
Why are you here all by yourself and look ashamed?”Beigongzi told
him what had happened.  “I will wipe out your disgrace,” Dongguo
promised. “Let us go and question Ximenzi.” “Why did you insult
Beigongzi so much?” asked Dongguo, “Can you tell me the reason?”
Ximenzi replied,  “He said he and I were of the same generation,
clan, age, appearance, and moral conduct but 1 alone was made no-
ble and rich. 1 told him that I really did not know anything about the
actual conditions. I pointed out that the good or bad situations in
which we found ourselves might serve as a proof of our moral conduct
and blamed him for his shamelessness to consider us equals.” “What

you mean by good or bad is nothing but the difference in virtue and
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ability, but I mean differently. Beigongzi is good in moral conduct,
but he is bad in luck; while you are good in luck, but bad in moral
conduct. Your influence is not achieved by wisdom, and his difficulty
is not caused by stupidity. This is fate; it is beyond man’s power.
However, you consider yourself outstanding because of your luck, and
he feels ashamed because of his virtue. Neither of you know the inher-

"

ent nature of things! “I am sorry,” said Ximenzi, “I will say no
more about it, sir! 7 Back at home, Beigongzi wore his tatters as if
they were warm as fur coats, enjoyed his meal of soybeans as if it
were fine and delicious food, stayed in the hut as if it were a spacious
and comfortable mansion, and rode on his simple cart as if it were
magnificent as finely decorated chariot. For the rest of his life, he was
content with his lot, unaware of where glory or shame was. When he
heard of this, Dongguo said,  “Beigongzi has been in sleep for too
long. He would prove an understanding person if he could wake up at
one word! ’

6.3 Guan Yiwu and Bao Shuya were intimate friends. They both
lived in the Stale of Qi. Guan Yiwu served Prince Jiu, while Bao
Shuya served Prince Xiaobai. In the State of Qi then, Duke Xi doted
on all princes regardless of whether they were born of the Queen or of
his concubines, and it was generally worried that such impropriety
might lead to political disorder. For this reason, Prince Jiu fled to Lu
with Guan Yiwu and Shao Hu,and Prince Xiaobai fled to Ju with Bao
Shuya.Before long, Gongsun Wuzhi rebelled and Qi was turned into
anarchy which led to the contention between Prince Jiu and Prince Xi-
aobai over the throne. Guan Yiwu fought with Prince Xiaobai in Ju and
his arrow hit the buckle of the prince’s gown. When Xiaobai came to
the throne as Duke Huan, he forced Lu to kill Prince Jiu, Shao Hu

committed suicide, and Guan Yiwu was imprisoned. “Guan Yiwu is a

man of abilities,” Bao Shuya told Duke Huan, “and may be used for
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the prosperity of the country.”“He is my enemy,” replied Duke Huan,
“therefore 1 want to put him to death.”Bao Shuya said, “I am told that
a wise king has no personal grudge against anybody. What is more, a
man loyal to his master is surely able to serve another master with al-
legiance. I am afraid that the dominance over the whole land is im-
possible without the assistance of Guan Yiwu, so he must be ab-
solved, Your Majesty! "Accordingly, Duke Huan of Qi issued an or-
der for the return of Guan Zhong (alias Guan Yiwu), who was sent
back by Lu and met and released from the patrol wagon in the outskirt
by Bao Shuya. Duke Huan received him at a grand ceremony and ap-
pointed him to a position above the Gao and the Guo, two clans of of-
ficials for generations. And Bao Shuya placed himself willingly below
him. Duke Huan entrusted him with the state affairs and called him
uncle. Soon he became dominant over all other princes.Guan Zhong
once said with a sigh of feelings, “When | was young and poor, Bao
Shu (alias Bao Shuya) and I used to do business together. I would give
myself a bigger share, but he never considered me greedy because he
knew 1 was very poor. I frequently gave him poor advice which led to
embarrassment, but he never regarded me as foolish because he knew
there were favorable and unfavorable conditions. [ held three official
positions and got expelled three times by kings, but he did not judge
me as incompetent, because he knew they were untimely. I participat-
ed in three wars and fled three times in defeat, but he did not see me
as a coward, because he knew I had my mother to wait upon. I was
imprisoned with the defeat of Prince Jiu and the suicide of Shao Hu,
but he did not think I was shameless, because he knew I merely felt
ashamed of myself being unknown to the world instead of concerns
over trifles. It is my parents who gave me life, and it is Bao Shu who
understands me! " This is known to the world as the fair friendship

between Guan Zhong and Bao Shu and the wise employment of able
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persons by Xiaobai. Nevertheless, there is no such thing as fair
friendship or wise employment. By absence of fair friendship or wise
employment I do not mean there was better friendship or wiser em-
ployment. Shao Hu killed himself not because he was brave, but be-
cause he had to; Bao Shu recommended the person of virtue and abil-
ities not because he could, but because he must; and Xiaobai ap-
po:inted Sﬂmebody he resented not because he Cuuld, but because he
was oblhiged to.When Guan Yiwu was incurably sick, Xiaobai visited
him. “Dear Uncle,” he said, “I have to tell you that you are very sick
now. And if you die, who should I entrust with the state affairs?”
“Who is your choice?” asked Guan Yiwu.“Bao Shuya,” answered Xi-
aobai. “No,” replied Guan Yiwu. “He is a worthy person of honesty
and virtue. However, he will not get along well with anyone below
him, and will remember a man’s fault all his life. If he is entrusted
with the state affairs, he will not be able either to carry out your or-
ders or conform to public feelings. I am afraid he is going to be offen-
sive to you soon.” “Who is competent for this position then?” “Xi Peng
may be considered if there is no other candidate,” answered Guan
Zhong. “He does not think much of his high position and therefore is
not arrogant to his subordinates. He feels ashamed because he thinks
himself not as good as the Yellow Emperor, and he shows tender care
for those not as good as himself. He who affects others with his virtue
is called a sage; and he who gives others his own money and property
is called a man of virtue. I have never seen a man of virtue and abili-
ties above with tender care for others who is not beloved; nor have I
seen such an unassuming person unpopular with his people. He does
not see to everything himself whether state or household affairs are
concerned. So he might be a suitable person if there is no alternative.”
However, it was not true that Guan Yiwu thought little of Bao Shuya;

he was obliged to do so. Nor was it true that he saw highly of Xi
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Peng; he had no other way. Value in the beginning might become de-
spise in the end, or vice versa. Whether it is value or despise, it is
not decided of itself.

6.4 Deng Xi made use of ambiguity in his sophistic argument
and wrote a law called Pendlties of Whips when Zichan was in control
of state affairs. The law was issued for enforcement in Zheng and it
was used against Zichan repeatedly. Zichan was tongue-tied and ar-
rested Deng Xi, who was then insulted and killed. However, Zichan
was not willing to adopt the law at first; he had to. Deng Xi did not
intend to tie Zichan’s tongue, but he must. And Zichan did not insist
on pulting Deng Xi to death; he had to.

6.5 Live when there is environment for life because it is good luck
blessed by Heaven. Die when there is chance for death because it is
also good luck granted by Heaven. Failure to live when there is envi-
ronment for life is punishment effected by Heaven; failure to die when
there is chance for death is punishment effected by Heaven too. There
are cases of success in life or death when there is environment or
chance lor either, and there are also cases of failure to live or to die
when there are corresponding conditions. Thus, life or death is not de-
termined either by external or by internal factors but by Destiny. Hu-
man intelligence is helpless before the choice. Therefore, the Universe
is profound and limitless; it grows and changes according to its own
law. Neither Heaven nor Earth can encroach on it. Wit or wisdom can-
not disturb it. And ghosts and goblins cannot deceive it. Nature has to
be accomplished silently, maintained quietly, and received as a mat-
ter of course.

6.6 Ji Liang, one of Yang Zhu’s friends, fell sick and in seven
days he became worse. His sons stood weeping round him and begged
him to send for a doctor.  “My children are insensible enough,” Ji

Liang said to Yang Zhu. “Why don’t you sing them a song to enlight-
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en them?” Yang Zhu responded by chanting, “Heaven may be ignorant
and how can men be aware of what it is? Bliss is not granted by Heav-
en, and sin is not committed by man. It is beyond your knowledge or
mine, and how can doctors or wizards know?” Being unable to follow
Yang Zhu, the sons invited three doctors: Jiao, Yu and Lu. After di-
agnosis, the first doctor told Ji Liang, “The hot and cold elements in
you are out of proportion; and what is void and what is solid are out of
balance. Your desire for food and women has not been controlled, and
you have had many annoyances and distractions. So it is neither Heav-
en nor ghosts to blame. Though you are seriously sick, you are still
likely to recover.” “This is a charlatan!” shouted Ji Liang. “Please get
rid of him at once.” The second doctor said, “You were born weak and
were breast-fed for too long. You are incurable now because your sick-
ness i1s not one that has developed in one day; it is the outcome of
gradual growth.” “This is a good doctor,” said Ji Liang. “Give him
some food.” The third doctor said, “Your illness is not the fault of
Heaven, or man, or ghost. When you were given life and form, there
was already an element in both control and knowledge of your life. So
what is the use of herbs or acupuncture to you?” “This is an excellent
~ doctor! " exclaimed Ji Liang. “He deserves expensive presents.” Not
long after that, Ji Liang became himself again.

6.7 Life does not last long or short because it is valued or over-
looked; body may not be strong or weak because it is treasured or ne-
glected. Thus, life may not survive even if it is valued, and it may not
end even though it is overlooked; body may not grow strong even
though it is treasured, and it may not become weak even if it is ne-
glected. The cause seems to contradict with the effect, but actually it
does not. This is life, death, strength, or weakness all by themselves.
Life may survive if it is valued and end if overlooked; body may grow

strong if it is treasured and become weak if neglected. The effect ap-
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pears to follow the cause, but actually it does not. This is also life,
death, strength, or weakness all by themselves. “The growth of our e-
motion and intelligence has nothing to do with the changes of our
physical being,” said Yu Xiong, teacher of King Wen, “This is some-
thing wisdom and intelligence cannot help.”Lao Dan told Guan Yin,
“Who knows why if it is detested by Heaven?” What he meant is this:
it is best to dismiss the idea of predicting the intention of Heaven or
figuring out benefit and loss.

6.8 Yang Bu, brother of Yang Zhu, asked, “There are two men
who are old as brothers and take after each other; however, their life
spans are different as father and son, their statuses are different as fa-
ther and son in eminence, their reputations are different as father and
son in extent, and their relations are different as father and son in
love and hate. I don’t quite understand it.” Yang Zhu replied, “I re-
member an old saying and now I will let you know. To know hows but
not whys, this is destiny. To remain muddled, confused, to do some
and not to do others at one’s own free will, and to go on like this day
after day unaware of why, this is destiny! Belief in destiny removes
the distinction between long and short lives. Belief in reason removes
the difference between right and wrong. Belief in mind removes the
difference between harmony and conflict. And belief in nature removes
the difference between security and danger. This is the belief in noth-
ing or everything. O sincerity! O faith! Where to and where from?
Why sad and why glad? What to do and what not to? It is said in the
Book of the Yellow Emperor that ‘A man of the topmost virtue looks as
if he were dead when sitting and like a puppet when moving.” He is
ignorant of why he sits still or why he does not; he is unaware of why
he moves or why he does not. His mood or expression does not change
because there is audience; his mood or expression does not change be-

cause there is no audience. He goes and comes or enters and leaves
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independently, and who can stop him?”

6.9 Mochi is crafty within but stupid without; Zhandie is reck-
less; Chanxuan is dull and unrealistic; Biefu is quick-tempered. They
come on a journey to the land of the living as they have wished. They
are not acquainted with one another and each considers itself to be the
wisest. Qiaoning is eloquent and fawning; Yuzhi is modest but faith-
ful; Niiezhou is stubborn and arrogant; Bianpi is shrewd and syco-
phant. They come on a journey to the land of the living as they have
wished. They do not visit one another and each considers itself to be
the cleverest. Qiaoqgia is cunning and treacherous; Qinglu is magnani-
mous; Jianji is quick-tempered; Lingsui is bully and abusive. They
come on a journey to the land of the living as they have wished. They
do not communicate with one another and each considers itself to be
the ablest. Miantian is bashful and shy; Zhuiwei shifts blame on to
others; Yonggan is full of valor and determination; Qieyi is timid and
distrustful. They come on a journey to the land of the living as they
have wished. They do not attack one another and each considers its
own behavior to be correct. Duo’ou is friendly and easygoing; Zizhuan
takes its own course; Chengquan is time-serving; Zhili is lonely and
self-supportive. They come on a journey to the land of the living as
they have wished. They take no notice of one another and each consid-
ers itself to be timely. All of these, though different in behavior, con-
form to the Tao and are the end of Destiny.

6.10 That which is almost successful appears so, but actually it
is not. That which almost fails seems so, but actually it does not.
Thus, confusion results from superficial similarity whose boundary is
vague. The ability to keep a clear mind before those that look similar
may prevent one from being frightened by external disasters or pleased
by one’s own luck. With such abilities, he will start or stop with time.

This is beyond his intelligence. He who believes in destiny feels nei-
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ther pleasure nor fear for his own self or what is outside him. He who
feels pleasure or fear for his own self or what is outside had better
blind his eyes and stop his ears so that he will not fall into a trench
even 1f he moves backward. Therefore, life and death are determined
by destiny; poverty and wealth derive from timeliness. He who com-
plains about a short life does not understand destiny; he who blames
poverty does not comprehend timeliness. He who understands destiny
and remains in peace with his time has neither fear before death nor
worry in poverty.He who is wise and intelligent, when asked to mea-
sure profit and loss, to decide falsehood or truth, and to speculate
about human feelings, gains one half and loses the other. What is the
difference if you measure, decide, and speculate, or otherwise? Only
when there is nothing or everything to evaluate can you preserve your-
self against loss. Ignorance of preservation or loss will result in the
preservation, disappearance and loss of oneself.

6.11 On his trip up Mount Niu, Duke Jing of Qi overlooked his
capital and exclaimed in tears,“What a magnificent capitall How can
I die and leave behind this flourishing town with luxuriant woods? If
there had been no death since the ancient times, where would I leave
for?” Shi Kong and Liang Qiuju, two attendant officials, also began to
weep, saying, “Thanks to the favor from Your Highness, we were able
to feed ourselves with coarse food and transport ourselves on simple
chariots drawn by inferior horses. In spite of that, we were not willing
to die, not to speak of the king of our state! ”Yanzi (alias Yan Ying)
was standing nearby and laughing in his beard. Duke Jing wiped away
his tears and, turning to Yanzi, he said, “I am quite sad up here and
Shi Kong and Liang Qiuju are weeping with me, but why are you
laughing? " Yanzi replied, “If a worthy ruler were to control a state for
ever, your grandfather or Duke Huan would have been in permanent

control of the state. If a brave ruler were to be in reign for ever, Duke
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Zhuang and Duke Ling would have been in permanent control of the
country. If any of all these kings were still in power, Your Majesty
might be busying yourself with farming in the field wearing your straw
coat and bamboo hat and could not spare any time pondering over
death? How then could you have succeeded the throne? Due to alter-
nation of generations, reigns were followed by reigns till at last your
turn came; but you alone are lamenting over it. That is not fair. 1
laugh because I have seen an unjust king and his brown-nose atten-
dants.” Duke Jing felt ashamed, and fined himself one cup and each
of his two courtiers two cups of wine.

6.12 In the State of Wei, a man named Dongmen Wu was not
sad over his son’s death.“We cannot find a father who loves his son
better,” said one of his retainers, “but why are you not sad over your
son’s death?” “I was not sad,” replied Dongmen Wu, “before 1 be-
came a father. Now my son’s death has brought me back to the time
when I was not a father, so why should I feel sad?”

6.13 Farmers take immediate advantage of farming seasons;
traders pursue profit; craftsmen study skills; officials take refuge in
authority. All of them are obliged by the state of affairs to do so. How-
ever, farmers suffer from flood or drought, traders run the risk of loss,
craftsmen may succeed or fail, and officials can be lucky or unlucky.

They are all arranged by destiny.
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Chapter VII Yang Zhu

7.1 One day on his journey in the State of Lu, Yang Zhu put up
for the night at a certain Meng’s house. “It is all right to be an honest
man,” said the host.  “What is the good for fame? For the sake of
fame, a man suffers in the flesh and worries himself in the mind.”
Yang Zhu replied,  “Because fame brings wealth.” “He is already
wealthy and why is there no end for his strife?” “Because he desires a
prominent position.” “He is already prominent and for what does he
strive without a stop?” “In order to die a decent and natural death.”
“What is the use of fame after death?” “For the benefit of his off-
spring.” “What benefit is there for his descendants?” “With his fame,”
said Yang Zhu, “the whole clan may receive benefit from above, the
neighborhood may benefit from his association, and his children and
grandchildren will be certainly blessed! "Meng said, “He who strives
for fame must be a man of honesty, and to be an honest man means to
live in poverty; he who strives for fame should be a man of modesty,
and to be a modest man means to remain in humility.” “When Guan
Zhong was prime minister of Qi,” replied Yang Zhu, “he followed the
example of the King and indulged himself in pleasure and luxury. The
king was of one mind with him and always followed his advice, so
much so that his political propositions were carried out and the state
became the most powerful. However, his fame ended with his death.
When Tianchengzi became prime minister of Qi, he was modest when
the king was overbearing, and he gave alms when the king was
greedy. As a result, with the support of his people, he controlled the
state, and his offspring still enjoy the benefit.” “In so saying, he who
is famous in the true sense is poor while he who is famous in the false

sense is wealthy and noble.” Yang Zhu replied, “True fame is no fame
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and fame is untrue. Fame is after all something false. In the past, Yao
and Shun pretended to abdicate the throne in favor of Xuyou and
Shanjuan, and enjoyed a reign of a hundred years instead of losing
their power. Boyi and Shuqi willingly gave up the throne of the Guzhu
State,but they lost their country and starved to death on Mount
Shouyang. Such is the evident distinction between what is true and
what is false.”

7.2 Yang Zhu said, “A hundred years is an upper limit of life. A
centenarian cannot be found one out of a thousand. If such a person is
to exist, the time from birth to decline would take up one half of his
life. The time he spent in sleep and idled away during the day would
occupy a part. Sickness, sorrow, disappointment, and fear would take
up a part. And in the remaining dozen of years, the days of comfort
and leisure could be counted. In such a case, what is life for? Is there
any pleasure? Life is after all to win silk clothes, delicious food, and
beautiful ladies and to be merry. However, one cannot always get sat-
isfaction from fine clothes and food only, nor can he enjoy beautiful
ladies and be merry all the time. He is also restrained by awards and
penalties and controlled by reputation and rites. He is restlessly run-
ning after the undeserved reputation and planning for the afterglow of
his death. He makes a cautious choice of what to hear and what to see
and a careful reflection of what is right or what is wrong. And he loses
in vain the greatest pleasure of life without a moment’s free will. Is
there any difference from being heavily chained and deeply impris-
oned? People in the remote past knew that life was sudden arrival and
death sudden departure. Therefore, they had their free will, they nei-
ther violated the preferences of nature nor gave up amusements offered
by life, and they were not convinced by fame. Amusements at free
will, compliance to the preferences of nature, and dismissal of rep-

utation after death will remove the restriction exerted by penalties. It
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is unnecessary to consider the impact of reputation or the length of
life.”

7.3 Yang Zhu said, “All lives are different when alive and simi-
lar after death. When alive, they are divided between wise and unwise
or honorable and humble, and this is where their difference lies. After
death, they degenerate and disappear, and this is where their similari-
ty is found. In spite of that, the choice of wisdom or unwisdom, honor
or humility, and degeneration or disappearance is not decided by one-
self. Thus, to live does not mean a life of one’s own capacity, and to
die does not mean death of one’s own ability; to be wise does not in-
volve wisdom of one’s own preference, and to be unwise does not in-
volve unwisdom of one’s own choice; to be honorable does not imply
an honor of one’s own decision and to be humble does not imply hu-
mility of one’s own will. Since this is the case, all lives are identical
when they are alive or dead, wise or unwise, and honorable or hum-
ble. A life of ten years ends in death; so does a life of a hundred
years. Men of virtue and men of wisdom must die, and so must people
of cruelty and foolishness. Worthy as they might be like Yao and
Shun, they die a pile of rotten bones; inhuman as they might be like
Jie and Zhou, they also die a pile of rotten bones. The bones are the
same, and who can tell their difference? It is better to pursue pleasure
in life than to consider about matters after death! ”

7.4 Yang Zhu said,  “Boyi was not without any ambition; he
starved himself to death only because he was too reserved and held
himself aloof. Zhan Qin was not without affection; his clan did not
flourish solely because he was over-restrained and insisted on his
chastity. How adversely both cases affected the men of virtue! ”

7.5 Yang Zhu said, “Yuan Xian lived a poor life in Lu, while
Zigong became a wealthy merchant in Wei. The poverty of Yuan Xian
did harm to his life and Zigong’s wealth brought him trouble.” Since it
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would not do to be either poor or rich, he was asked to show the right
way. Yang Zhu replied, “What can be done is to make life happy and
make oneself easy. Therefore, he who can make life happy will not
feel needy, and he who can make himself easy will not trade and get
rich.”

7.6 Yang Zhu said, “An old saying goes like this: There is mu-
tual care when alive and there is mutual abandonment after death.
This is golden saying. Mutual care does not mean affection only, it al-
so involves offering rest for the hard-working, food for the hungry,
clothing for the cold, and opportunity for the frustrated. Mutual aban-
donment does not imply absence of sorrow; it rather means the denial
of a pearl in the mouth, fine clothing on the body, sacrifices on the
altar, and funerary articles in the grave. Yan Ying consulted Guan
Zhong about the way of keeping fit, and the latter replied, ‘Do as you
will. Do not go against nature to block or check anything.” “To be more
specific?’ ‘Hear whatever your ears choose, see whatever your eyes
love, smell whatever your nose likes, say whatever your mouth will,
feel whatever comfort your body wants to, and do whatever your mind
pleases. The ears choose to hear music and songs. If they fail to do so,
that is called the block of hearing. The eyes love beauty. If they fail to
do so, that is called the blocking of sight. The nose likes smell of fra-
grance. If it fails to do so, that is called the blocking of smell. The
mouth will say what is right or wrong. If it fails to do so, that is called
the blocking of intelligence. The body wants the comfort of fine cloth-
ing and food. If it fails to do so, that is called the blocking of comfort.
The mind is pleased with whatever of free will. If it fails to do so, that
is called the blocking of nature. All these actions of blocking are big
enemies that bring harm. Wipe out these enemies, do as you please,
and be merry till you die. To live one day, or one month, or one

year, or len years in the true sense, that is my way of keeping good
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health. To be restrained by the enemies, to submit willingly without
intention of quitting, to endure bitterly without an end, that is not my
way of life even if I could exist a hundred years, a thousand years, or
even ten thousand years.” Then Guan Zhong asked back, ‘Now I have
told you my way of self-preservation, how do you think the dead
should be buried?’ ‘That is very simple,’ answered Yan Ying. ‘How
should I make you know?’ Guan Zhong said, ‘1 would like to hear
whatever you say.’ ‘ls there decision of one’s own accord after
death?’ said Yan Ying, ‘The corpse may be burned by fire, sunk into
water, buried in the land, thrown into the wilderness, dropped into
gullies wrapped up in firewood, or clothed in silk garments and settled
in rock coffins. It just depends on circumstances.’ Guan Zhong turned
his head and said to Bao Shu and Huangzi, ‘We both have compre-
hended the ways of life and death.’”

7.7 Zichan was appointed prime minister of Zheng and he con-
trolled all the power in his hand. Three years later, the good obeyed
his instructions and the evil feared his prohibitions, so that the state
prospered, the people lived in peace, and other slates were submitted.
Zichan had two brothers: the elder was named Gongsun Chao, and
the younger called Gongsun Mu. The elder brother liked drinking
while the younger brother loved beautiful ladies. In the house of the
former were stored over a thousand pots of good wine and huge piles of
yeast, so that it could be smelt a hundred paces away from the gate.
When giving himself to drinking, he was ignorant of whatever that
happened in the world or to the people, of his family property or rela-
tives, or even of the joy of life and sorrow of death. Even if water,
fire, sword, or axe was imminent, he was unaware of it at all. In the
backyard of the latter were rows upon rows of rooms, a few dozens in
number, inhabited by beautiful young ladies chosen from all over the

state. When indulging himself in their charms, he got rid of those who
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were close to him and broke communications with friends. Hiding him-
self in the backyard, he abandoned himself to his ladies day and
night, and showed up only once a month still dreaming of his plea-

sure. Wherever a charming virgin was spotted, he would attract with
money, persuade through matchmakers, and never give up. Zichan
was worried about it day and night. He paid a private visit to Deng Xi
and asked for his advice. “I am told that a man must have self-control
before controlling a household,” said he, “and put a household under
control before controlling a state, in an order from near. to far. Now I
- have put the state in peace, but my household is in a chaos. Is there
something wrong with my way of management? Please tell me if there
is anything I can do in order to save my brothers?” “I have long been
feeling strange about their behaviors,” replied Deng Xi, “but I could
not venture to interfere first. Why don’t you do something, say, tell
them the importance of nature and life and enlighten them with the no-
ble idea of rites and morality?” Zichan adopted his suggestion and
went to see their brothers on one occasion.  “The superiority of man
over beasts lies in his reason,” he told them, “and reason is based on
rites and morality. With the completion of rites and morality, reputa-
tion and status naturally follow. If you are willful and indulge your-
selves in your interests and desires, you will place your nature and
life in danger. If you follow my advice and repent in the morning, you
will get paid at night.”“This is something we realized long ago,” said
the two brothers, “and long ago we decided on our ways of life. Should
we have waited till you come to tell us? Life is in general hard won,
but death is easy to reach. If we wait for death that is easy to reach
with life that is hard to win, what else can we consider? In our opin-
ion, if one wants to show off by highly praising rites and morality and
to change his natural character for the sake of reputation, it is no be-

tter than death. In order to enjoy the whole life to the full, we fear lest
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we should be too full to drink more or too exhausted to be with women
more often, so much so that we can spare no time worrying about the
ugliness of our reputation or the danger our nature and life are found
in. You are making a display of yourself with your talent to manage the
state, you are distracting us with your admonitions, and you are trying
to move us with wealth and rank. Don’t you feel yourself frivolous and
poor? By the way, we would like to argue with you on one point: he
who has control over external objects may not necessarily put them in
order in spite of the great physical and mental pains he takes; he who
has control over his mind does not necessarily reduce external objects
to disorder while remaining at ease. Your techniques in controlling ex-
ternal objects may be adopted for one time in one country, but they
are against the will of people. Our policies in the control of mind may
be carried out all over the world and by then there would be no moral-
ity to govern the relationship between a ruler and his subjects. We
have long been interested in the enlightenment of you with this
method, but to our surprise, you are using yours to teach us a les-
son?” Zichan was at a loss and found no words to reply. One day, he
told Deng Xi what had happened and the latter said, “Aren’t you a
stupid person since you are in the same house with the enlightened
one but are unaware of him? The Zheng State is in peace not because
of you. It is only an accident.”

7.8 Duanmu Shu of Wei was a descendant of Zigong. With the
legacy of his ancestors, he was extremely wealthy and lived a self-in-
dulgent life without considering further development. He would be en-
gaged in whatever others wanted to do or play. His high walls and big
mansions, towers and pavilions, flower and animal gardens, ponds
and lakes, good wine and fine food, tall chariots and flowery cloth-
ing, music and concubines were comparable to those of King of Chu.

Whatever he liked, no matter it was something he wanted to hear,
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see, or laste, even if it was found in places other than the State of
Q1, he would try all he could to get it, as if it were his own property.
When it came to traveling, he would go anywhere, even though it
were far and dangerous to reach, and to him it would be as easy as
walking a few steps.In his hall, he had over a hundred guests daily.
His kitchen was always busy. And music was heard all the time in his
hall and corridor. He raised a lot of dependents, and gave the rest of
his money to his clan members, then to his neighborhood, and then to
the town inhabitants. At the age of sixty when he declined in both en-
ergy and strength, he gave up his household affairs, gave away in one
year his money, treasures, chariots, horses, clothing, concubines,
and maidservants, and left nothing for his children or grandchildren.
When he was seriously sick, he could not afford medicine; when he
died, there was no money for his burial. But all the town dwellers who
had got alms from him raised money for his funeral and gave back his
money to his children.Qinguli heard of this story and said, “Duanmu
Shu was a lunatic; he had brought disgrace to his ancestors.” But
when Duangansheng heard of it, he said, “Duanmu Shu was a gener-

ous man and he surpassed his ancestors in virtue. What he had done
was surprising to the ordinary people, but it conformed to reason. The
gentlemen of Wei were self-disciplined by the Confucian ethical
codes, so it was certainly impossible for them to understand what he
had had in his mind.”

7.9 Mengsun Yang asked his master Yang Zhu, “If a man trea-
sures his life and body, is it practical for him to pray for immortali-
ty?”“Normally none is immortal,” replied Yang Zhu. “Is it practical to
pray for longevity?” the disciple asked again. “Normally no one can
live very long,” replied Yang Zhu. “Life does not exist because you
think much of it, and body is not kept healthy because you treasure it.

Besides, for what purpose should a man live a long life? Man has the
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same feelings and emotions and likes and dislikes today as he had in
the ancient times. He is in safety or danger today as he was in the an-
cient times. He has joys and sorrows today as he had in the ancient
times. The society remains in peace, falls in disorder, or changes as it
did in the ancient times. Since they are heard, seen, and experi-
enced, a life of one hundred years is too long, and why bother endur-
ing the tortures any longer?” “In this case,” said Mengsun Yang, it
seems better to die soon. And then it would be best to tread on edges
of knives and jump into fire and water.” “You are wrong in saying so,”
Yang Zhu said. “To live is to have your own way and do whatever you
please until you die. At the time of dying, let matters drift wherever
they will till the end of life. Everything can be let adrift, so why both-
er thinking about the length of life or the way of death?”

7.10 Yang Zhu said, “Bocheng Zigao would not help others even
with a hair on his body and would rather abandon the state affairs for
farming in seclusion. Yu the Great did not seek profit for himself and
worked himself into paralysis. Men in the ancient times were not will-
ing Lo pull out a hair for the salvation of the world, nor were they will-
ing to be supported by the whole people. If none will hurt himself or
gain profit from others, the world will be in peace.” “Will you pull out
a hair on your body to save the people?” Qinguli asked Yang Zhu.
“One hair is not enough for that purpose,” replied Yang Zhu. “Are
you willing to do so if it is enough?” Qinguli asked again. Yang Zhu
made no reply. Qinguli came out and told Mengsun Yang what had
happened. “You fail to understand him,” said the latter, “and now let
me give you some hints. Would you hurt your muscle and skin if you
were offered ten thousand taels of gold?” “I would,” answered Qin-
guli. “Would you cut off one of your limbs if you were offered a coun-
try for it?” There was a long pause before Mengsun Yang went on, “A

hair 1s nothing compared with muscle and skin, and the muscle and
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skin are slight compared with a limb. This is very easy to see. Howev-
er, hair is indispensable in the composition of skin and muscle, and
skin and muscle are indispensable in the making of limbs. A piece of
hair is no doubt a very tiny part of the body, but how can you
make light of it?” “I cannot give you an answer, "replied Qinguli.
“"However, what you say is right before Lao Dan and Guan Yin,
and what | say is right before the Great Yu and Mo Di.” Mengsun
Yang gave no heed of these words and talked about other matters
with his disciples.

7.11 Yang Zhu said, “All good reputations are accredited to
Shun of Yu, Yu of Xia, Duke of Zhou, and Confucius; all bad repu-
tations remain with Jie of Xia and Zhou of Yin. However, when Shun
was plowing his field in Heyang or making pottery at Leize, he could
not get a moment of rest or a bite of delicious food, he was not loved
by his parents, brothers or sisters, and he got married at the age of
thirty without informing his parents. When Yao of Tang passed the
throne over to him, he was already very old and declined in intelli-
gence. His son, Shangjun by name, was a good-for-nothing and he
had to pass the throne over to Yu of Xia and lived in sorrow for the
remaining years till his death. He was a man with the poorest and bit-
terest life. Gun failed to put the waters under control and was killed by
Shun on Mount Yu. Yu succeeded the job and began to serve his ene-
my. He concentrated so much on the work that he could spare no time
to take care of his son, passed his house several times without enter-
ing it, worked himself into paralysis, and covered his hands and feet
with calluses. At the time he accepted the throne from Shun, his cere-
monial robes were gorgeous but his palaces were low and simple. He
also lived a miserable life till his death. He was a man who lived the
most distressful life. King Cheng was still very young when King Wu
of Zhou died, and Duke of Zhou acted for him. Duke Shao was very
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displeased and there were rumors all over. Duke Zhou hid himself in
the east for three years, during which time he killed his elder brother
in revolt and banished his younger brother in rebellion. He survived,
but lived sorrowfully till death. He lived a life full of anxiety.Confucius
mastered the kingeraft and accepted employment in all the states of his
time, but in Song the big tree he once rested under got felled, in Wei
he was refused, in Shang and Zhou he was found in difficulty, and he
was besieged between Chen and Cai, frustrated by Ji family and in-
sulted b}'. Yang Hu. He also lived gloomily till his death. He lived a
restless life every day. The four sages above never enjoyed a day’s
pleasure when alive, but after death they enjoyed an everlasting good
fame. Fame 1s actually something useless. After death, no one knows
it even if he is praised or rewarded. Isn’t it the same as the stump of a
tree or a lump of soil? On the foundation laid by his ancestors, Jie of
Xia ascended the throne. He was wise enough to control his ministers
and dignified enough to inspire the world with awe. He indulged him-
self in women and songs and did whatever he desired, so he lived
happily till his death. On the foundation of his ancestors, Zhou of Yin
came to power. He was dignified enough to be widely respected and
obeyed. He lived a willful life of pleasure in his pompous palaces and
went merrymaking all the long nights. He did not restrain himself with
rites or morality and lived happily till he was killed. They were the
most self-indulgent of all men. The two prime culprits enjoyed the
pleasure of desires in life and left a notorious reputation of stubborn-
ness and cruelty. Realily is something fame cannot grant. After death,
no one knows it even though he is defamed or praised. Is it different
from the stump of a tree or a lump of soil? The four sages enjoyed a
good fame but they were hard all their lives and died in the end. The
two prime culprits left behind a bad fame but they enjoyed all their

lives and died too in the end.”

I\ J84doyD
zon ™

o
F‘
==
7
=
o
&

183

3S3NIHD 40 AdVYEIT




HNIW

o 3O &

[[R]

7.12 BENLRL, SR TFTNEEE REH A —-FE —-F
MAREYG, —HZEMAREZ, N FH K FWEEE, iy " e 8
WHRFET? AXmif FEREFAHEMM> KA ME, 8w
Py, e 3 FkmBmbEZ M ARERT R, HERZ . &/ 26 A
UERCHL ; VSRS E C AE IS, Ty Hkimid, #Ph KB A B
ZBE T HF AL KA K ERIGM AT ERR/D, 2 EHR "

713 BERE CRKEZHRE BEZR? —B2ZHEFETH
WZREREY,;, " TZHEIRED A R— MG HREHRN,
AARR— B ZFRFSIE, TAR—, KEETASH FEREART
2, BRBLUX = HERAY BB 1 R% J24E, AWK, (R 3

[4iF]

712 BEAHFARLRRI, HABRR TR AEATCEHF Y —4+F
5Hho REEW . “BERERA-ANEF—AIERERT AA =S
BRI , HHAER TR EAEC LRl X2 L2
R "HREEB LA EADL? FRAERA AR R —
MNETEAEBTRASHGE BiEFHAKIA AL L HER
CH, wRILERAF-RE ERFTEBTIREE @ HRE3—F LR
E T, RETHST  EETFTRAGKE MR RAETTE 4K L5,
BBEKEZTHMA MNEARELBELHE X2 AHL7BHENGE
WK, RAKXEHRETRL TR FsgiE s, XL 4447 B
AEMNGFTRLETHE, FETAFHAATHIF R EIXHBA
ARBA B R XA R,

713 BRI CRKEHROFH 22 RT B8 TERTR?
Z2NROFH EAE T, EFHRAFTH, ¥ s, = 2848
FHOARAE, — L FHh P ROl —#, SKROFH MR,
—FHFE PRSIl —#, RITHER 530, -FHFHF L
odnil —H AR EHRI SR FHARFIERFE A KERLE
CE=Z+EFHFT7 AR RRERFPEk £50AL L8 Xhfesk ¥ _iE



7.12 Yang Zhu visited King Hui of Liang and told him that the
management of the world was as easy as a turn of his hand. King Hu
said, “You have only one wife and one concubine, yet you cannot get
them under control. You have merely three mu of field yet you cannot
use it well. How can you say the management of a country is easy as a
turn of hand?” “Have you ever seen a shepherd?” Yang Zhu asked.
“With a whip in hand, a kid may take care of a flock of around one
hundred sheep if he follows them, and he can direct the flock to any
direction he likes. Given one sheep, Yao of Tang might not be able to
lead it a step forward even if Shun of Yu would follow with a whip. |
am also told that a big fish that can swallow a boat never swims in the
branches of a river, and a swan goose soaring in the sky never rests in
a pond. Why not? This is because they hold great ambitions. The tem-
perament of resonant bells cannot be used to accompany dances with
accelerated rhythms. Why not? Because it is too slow. He who is bomn
for important business never cares about trifles, and he who aims at
great achievements overlooks the minor merits. This may serve to ac-
count for what I mean.”

7.13 Yang Zhu said, “Who has recorded what had happened in
the remote past? They were buried in oblivion. What happened in the
period of the Three Emperors are partly remembered and partly for-
gotten. What happened in the period of the Five Emperors is like
dreams or illusions. What happened in the period of the Three Kings is
partly hidden and partly clear; we may not know one event out of a
hundred million. We may not hear or witness one out of ten thousand
events that are happening now. We may not be aware of one out of a
thousand events that have happened right before us but some are still
there and others are gone. From the remote past to the present, the
number of years is impossible to know. Counting from the time of Fu-

xi, it has been over three hundred thousand years. Almost all that was
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wise or stupid, beautiful or ugly, successful or unsuccessful, correct
or incorrect during this time perished sooner or later. Care for tempo-
rary praise or blame troubles both body and mind for the objective of a
useless reputation, but can you make the dead alive? What pleasure is
there in such a style of life?”

7.14 Yang Zhu said, “Man, like Heaven and Earth, is com-
posed of Yin and Yang and is endowed with the five elements. He is
the most intelligent among the living beings. However, his hands and
feet are not powerful enough for self-defense, his muscles and skin are
not strong enough to guard against external attacks, his speed is not
fast enough for him to pursue profit and avoid disaster, without feath-
ers or fur he has to guard himself against both cold and heat with the
aid of external objects, and he uses wisdom rather than force. There-
fore, the value of wisdom lies in ils capacity to make me live; and
force brings harm to external objects, so it lacks that value.However,
the body does not belong to me; but once it is born, it has to be
saved from harm. External objects do not belong to me, either; but
once they come into existence, they cannot be deserted. From the very
start, body is the principal part of life, and external objects that of
provisions. Life can be saved from harm, but it cannot be owned: ex-
ternal objects can neither be deserted nor possessed. Possession of ex-
ternal objects and body is a tyrannical behavior that owns something
belonging to the world. Only the sages may prevent themselves from
doing so! And only the men up to top moral norms can turn body and
external objects to public use. Such people are the noblest.”

7.15 Yang Zhu said, “People overwork themselves for four rea-
sons: longevity, fame, status, and money. With these targets in
mind, they fear ghost, power, penalty and their like. Such people are

said to violate their nature and therefore may be put to death or kept
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alive, for they place themselves at the mercy of external objects. It is
unnecessary to admire longevity if destiny is violated. It is unnecessary
to admire fame if prominence is slighted. It is unnecessary to admire
status if power is not sought. And il is unnecessary to admire money if
wealth is not pursued. People without such admirations are following
their natural instincts. They are unconquerable because their destiny is
in their control. Therefore, it is said, no marriage and no position re-
duce half of a man’s desires; no lack for clothing or food terminates
the relationship between king and his subjects. A proverb of Zhou
says: Farmers may be killed for nothing. They consider it normal to go
out early in the moming and come back very late at night. They regard
it luxury to eat bean porridge and bean leaves. With their strength and
muscles, they would feel dejected, tired, or ill at ease lying on soft
furs, sleeping behind silk curtains, eating fine food and vegetable and
sweel fruit. On the other hand, if the kings of Song and Lu were
placed on the farms, they would be exhausted very soon. Therefore, in
the eyes of farmers, their peaceful environment and their delicious
food find no match under the sun. In the past, a farmer in Song spent
his winter in his clothes of mixed oakum and got warmth in the sun
during the season of spring plowing. He was utterly ignorant of tall
buildings or big mansions, silk clothing or fur coat. One day he said to
his wife, ‘No one knows how warm it is in the sun. I think the king
will reward us a great deal if we tell him about it.” A rich man there
told him, *Once there was a man who thought soybeans, sesame stalks,
cress, and wormwood the most delicious and kept praising them before
a rich man, who had a 1aste, felt a prick in the mouth and then a great
pain in the stomach. He was much ashamed when people around
laughed and cast blames at him. You are just like that man! ’”

7.16 Yang Zhu said, “With tall houses, flowery clothing, deli-

cious food, and beautiful ladies, what else are needed? If anything
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else is in command, this is called an insatiable greed, which is the
borer of one’s nature. Loyalty may not bring peace to kings, but it is
sufficient to place oneself in danger. Righteousness may not bring prof-
it to others, but it is sufficient to cause damage to life. If kings are
kept in peace without the loyalty of their subjects, the word ‘loyalty’
may be wiped out. If profit is gained without righteousness, the word
‘righteousness’ may be removed. With the king and his subjects both
found in peace, and with profit gained by everybody, this is the prin-
ciple followed by the ancient people. Yuzi said, ‘He who abandons
fame may stay carefree.’ Laozi said, ‘Fame is a guest of reality.” In
spite of what they said, people in general have kept the pursuit of
fame. Is fame really not able to be abandoned? Now fame brings one
wealth and glory, and lack of it reduces him to lowliness and humili-

ation. Wealth and glory bring ease and pleasure; lowliness and humil-
iation bring grief and misery. Grief and misery are disagreeable to
man; wealth and glory are agreeable. Seen from this point of view,
fame and reality are interrelated, so how can fame be abandoned? It is
well-advised to detest those who desperately defend fame at the cost of
reality. Those who desperately defend fame at the cost of reality would
be endlessly troubled not only by the choice of leisure or grief but also

by the problem of peril or perish.”
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Chapter VIlII Causality

8.1 Liezi learned the Tao from Huqiu Zilin, who said, “I will
discuss the way to cultivate our morality as long as you understand the
advantage of non-strife.” “Can you explain it for me?” asked Liezi.
“You will see it if you turn to look at your shadow, "replied his mas-
ter. Liezi did as he was told and found his shadow straight when he
stood upright and crooked if otherwise. This means that whether a
shadow is straight or crooked is not determined by itself but by the
body that casts it. In the similar fashion, whether life is hard or easy,
it is decided by external factors rather than by man himself. This im-
plies the advantage of non-strife. '

8.2 Guanyin told Liezi,“When the speaking voice is pleasant, its
echo is pleasant, too; if the voice is harsh, the echo will be harsh,
too. A tall figure makes a long shadow while a short figure makes a
short one. Reputation can be compared to echo and body to shadow.
Hence the saying:Be careful of what you say, for it will find its echo;
be careful of what you do, for it will show its consequence. Therefore,
the sage foretells the echo at a voice of speaking and foresees the
shadow at the sight of a motion; and that is why he is a man of fore-
sight."The standard of manners is estimated by oneself and tested by
others. We love those who love us; we hate those who hate us. Tang of
Shang and King Wu of Zhou showed their affection for their subjects,
and therefore they unified the land. Jie of Xia and Zhou of Shang hat-
ed their people, and therefore they died with the destruction of their
states. They are the outcome of testing. He who is clear about the
principles of testing and standard of manners but does not follow them
is just like someone who does not go out by the door or walk along

the road. Isn’t it too difficult to seek profit in this manner? I have ex-
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amined the virtues of Shennong and the Yan Emperor, reviewed the
books of Yu, Xia, Shang and Zhou, and studied the remarks of em-
perors, kings, and sages, and found that no nation since the ancient
times has ever escaped the government of this principle in its preser-
vation and destruction or rises and falls.”

8.3 Yan Hui said, “The objective of learning the Tao is to make
wealth. Now that [ am wealthy by the acquisition of pearls and jewels,
what can be the use of that kind of learning?” Liezi replied: “Jie of
Xia and Zhou of Shang perished precisely because they had placed the
profit of wealth before the Tao. Luckily I have not yet told you about
it! A man who knows only food and drink but not morality and justice
is nothing but a beast. Fighting for food by strength and gaining by
winners are rules of beasts. It is impossible to win respect while doing
as beasts do. If disrespect comes, danger and shame will fall too.”

8.4 Liezi learned archery and, when he was able to hit the
bull’s eye, he went to ask the opinion of Guanyinzi.“Do you know
why you can hit the target?” asked the latter. “I don’t know,” replied
Liezi. “That is not enough,” Guanyinzi told him. Liezi went home and
continued his exercise. Three years later, he went to report what he
had done. Guanyinzi asked the same question and Liezi gave a positive
answer. Guanyinzi said, “It is all right now and keep it well in your
mind. Tt is the same with the government of a country or the cultiva-
tion of oneself. Therefore, the sage stresses the fundamental cause of
things in their preservation and destruction rather than the process of
their preservation and destruction.”

8.5 Liezi said, “He who is full of sap is overbearing; he who is
full of strength is arrogant. Never talk about the Tao with either of
them. Thus, he who has not yet grey hairs is often unaware of the es-
sentials of the Tao, let alone put it in force. For this reason, no one

will tell the essentials to an arrogant man who will keep himself unin-
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formed and helpless. A worthy man is good at using others; thus, a
man of old age may decline in strength and intelligence but he is not
confused in mind. Therefore, the difficulty in the government of a
state consists in the ability to use men of virtue and ability instead of
considering oneself worthy and able.”

8.6 A man in Song spent three years carving for the king a long-
living tree leaf out of jade. It was so like a real leaf in its general con-
figuration, its down, and its glossiness that no one could tell it from a
real one if they were placed together. With this skill, the man won
him a salary in Song. When he heard of it, Liezi said, “If it took
Heaven and Earth three years in their creation to make a single leaf,
there would be very few trees with leaves. Therefore, the sages follow
the order of nature for birth and growth rather than rely on man’s wis-
dom and skills.”

8.7 lLiezi was very poor and wore a hungry look on his face. A
hanger-on said to Ziyang, prime minister of Zheng, “Lie Yukou is a
man with the Taoist arts living poverty-stricken in your state. You
surely like men of ability and virtue, don’t you?”Zhengziyang imme-
diately had provisions sent to Liezi by an official. Liezi came out to re-
ceive the messengers and declined the food-staff twice, so the mes-
sengers had to give up. Going back into the house, Liezi was blamed
bitterly by his wife, saying, “I am told that the wife and children of a
man of the Taoist arts enjoy a life of ease and pleasure, but we are
just the contrary. Now the king has sent us food, but you refused to
accept it. Are we not deslined to starve?” With a laugh, Liezi said,
“The king knows nothing about me. He listened to someone’s advice
and sent me the present. He may listen to another advice and kill me.
This is exactly why I refused the offer.”Later on,the people rebelled
against Ziyang and killed him.

8.8 A certain Shi of Lu had two sons: one was fond of learning
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and the other of weapons. The former sought employment at the Mar-
quis of Qi with his tactics of virtue and justice, who engaged him as
tutor to the young princes; the latter went to the King of Chu who
thought highly of him for his art of war and engaged him as a military
officer. Thus, their income brought wealth for the family and their po-
sitions won their parents glory. It happened that Meng, one of their
neighbors, also had two sons with similar interests but the family was
found in poverty. Envious of the affluence of the Shi family, they con-
sulted their neighbor concerning the way of promotion. The sons of Shi
told exactly what they had done. Thereupon one of them went to seek
employment by his Confucianist art at the King of Qin, who said, “At
the present moment all the'princes are fighting against one another,
and what we are in bad need are provisions for the troops. The man-
agement of the state by means of virtue and justice will court destruc-

tion.” With these words, he had the man castrated before banishment.
The other went to Wei, seeking promotion by his military tactics at the
Marquis, who said, “Ours is a weak state hemmed in by two big pow-
ers, so the way to remain in peace is to obey the bigger powers and to
appease the lesser ones. Therefore, military tactics and strategies
would only lead to destruction. Now if we let you go unscathed, you
might go to another state and thus would bring us big disasters.”
Thereupon he had his feet cut off before sending him back to Lu. On
their return,the whole family fell in deep sorrow and blamed their
neighbor. “Any attempt that catches the opportunity will be fruitful,”
said Shi, “and any attempt that misses the opportunity will fail. Your
sons have similar interests as ours, and they are right in what they
have done, but their effect has been different because they have
missed the right opportunities. In this world, no principle is always
right and nothing is always wrong. What was used in the past might

have to be discarded now; what is being abandoned now may be
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adopted again in the time to come. Use or disuse is not right or wrong
at all times. And it is a problem of intelligence to seize the opportunity
and to change with the times. With a lack of intelligence, even if you
were as learned as Confucius or wise as Jiang Shang, you would be
frustrated wherever you go.” The Meng family was reconciled and their
anger disappeared. “We have seen it now,” they said, “and please
say no more about it! ”

8.9 Duke Wen of Jin gathered troops of all princes to attack
Wei, but Prince Chu looked to the heaven and laughed in his beard.
On being asked what he laughed for, he replied, “I was reminded of a
neighbor of mine, on the way to accompany his wife to visit her par-
ents, he saw and fell in love with a woman picking mulberry leaves
and began chatting with her.  When he turned to look at his wife, he
found she was being seduced by another person. And that is what I
laughed for.”The Duke understood his implication and suspended his
military action. Hardly had he returned to his country when he was in-
formed of attacks on the northern regions of his state.

8.10 The state of Jin was infested with robbers and a certain Xi
Yong was able to tell a robber by his appearance and know the truth
by examining his eyes. The Marquis of Jin dispatched him for the pur-
pose and he never missed one out of a thousand.The Marquis was
overjoyed and said to Zhaowenzi, “I have a man who has captured al-
most all robbers in this country, so I can’t see why we need so many
people to do the job.” Zhaowenzi replied, “If you rely on secret investi-
gation to catch robbers, you will never get rid of them all. And Xi
Yong is surely going to have a miserable end.” Before long, robbers
plotted together. “It is the goddamned Xi Ynng; " they said, “who has
forced us to the comer.” So they seized and killed him.The Marquis of
Jin was shocked at the news, and called in Zhaowenzi. “As you have

foretold,” he said, “Xi Yong is dead. But is there a better way to

M\ /e4doyD a
1Zen

.
F
=
w
W
L
N

JS3INIHI 40 AYYHEN

201



~BRE NN

202

[R3X)

e " XFHCREAF . ERNMAaERE FHREAEAR, HEK
L& Ea¥imiEs  F8HHTLE 47T T, BERO, NMEZ
R "TRASAE MPEERES,

8.11 fLFEHPR® , BB FWPmHMWE, A8K=1T4 B
TR RN EERER, ALK WIEZ, LA JFEEE
ZEL O BK =) Bl L s REN B R, BE
MEAT LAGE 2" L RANLIEE R W fLF el Zz H IR B AR T2
FrCARE AT 35 i de? " LR H . “HEZ AN, BUEE R EZ T
0, XMLLEE, BEEERTRR, WERBEAR, BrLAREA A 1
HOUAL, "Ll AR SR KBTS 2 s
N "

812 HAMSLFH AW S5MEF? "fLFARM., ANMH,“%&
LA HK fTne "fLFH . “R2Z B/ EREI . ”H.“%uﬂiﬂﬂ(,ﬂ

(&%)

REELRBEPEIHARESR, EHTHARAFOARBRSR, AL, &
oA EM, Ao F WAk 2HLSATFE RIFTFF, 64T
BAZ S ELLETEMHOOLER? "TASZRRAMOSEHKTF,
EWANE R EAR LT,

811 L FMNIEHEEMGFEH ETREBETLA LMY RILEH
BBILTL , RAFBALTEZ, &R H/T TERRKIEG, A5
R BRI E LT EERAGEED S E b . R A
BILTL , RAFRALT L, £ MR HIT BERRKEG A
RAEUR T L7 "R FHTEREE KRBT ET B LT M4,
REITI ) A 4B KD hESAPRARS ZAHLRER? ”
RFEE BRI T4 TR aTE, 82 2K 60 Bk Fo A2 R 58, 3
BERGEIE EREES KGR RF TS RE, X B folE ,de 3 8y &
BIAALTRAAELA PDEALRKAER SRS, RIAAABRALZAL
At B, LA M9 IX ATV IL T sE S A A AR ATIEARNX K % B T L
HRAZFILE  EITAAR! 7

812 EBEXXAAMARFILFE . “TUE HA—RFED?"ILF
EAE, AAXE ‘R T kREKRE 2EHR? "ILF i, “R
B & TH K AREMRAKRRE £, "0 L9, “dm R Je K E K E &



catch robbers?” “In the Zhou State,” replied Zhaowenzi, “a proverb
says: It is unlucky to see fish in a deep pool; it is disastrous to fore-
tell a secret by ingenuities. If you want to get rid of robbers, it is bet-
ter to promote the worthy to office and assign them with the task of ed-
ucation, so that people of all levels will develop a sense of honor and
will not deign to commit robbery.” Then the Marquis of Jin appointed
Sui Hui to be the person in charge of state affairs, so all the robbers
fled to the Qin State.

8.11 On his home journey to Wei from Lu, Confucius stopped
his chariot on a bridge to see the water fall nearly a hundred meters
down and rush many miles away. Fish, turtles, and alligators could
not swim and stay in the water, but a man was about to ford it. Confu-
cius hurriedly sent someone to stop him, saying, “The waterfall is al-
most a hundred meters high and it rushes many miles away. Since
fish, turtles, and alligators could not swim or stay in it, isn’t it hard
to ford it here?”The man was heedless of what he was told and crossed
the river successfully. “You are really clever! ” said Confucius to the
man. “How could you go in and out of the torrents? Is there any secret
in doing so?” “When I began to enter the water,” replied the man, “I
had the full devotion and firm belief; and when | came out of it, 1
kept the same state of mind. It is the devotion and belief that commit-
ted me to the care of the torrents and I did not venture to cherish any
idea of my self. It is because of this that I could go into and come out
of the torrents.” Confucius told his disciples, “Remember this! Even
the water can be trusted, isn’t it possible for man to be so treated?”

8.12 Baigong Sheng, an official of Chu, asked Confucius, “Is it
possible to make a scheme with another person?” Confucius made no
answer. “What would happen if I throw a stone into water?” Baigong
asked again. “A good swimmer of Wu would take it out from under the

water, answered Confucius.”What would happen if 1 throw water into
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water?” Baigong went on. “If you should mix the water of Zi with the
water of Sheng,” replied Confucius, “Yi Ya would be able to feel it.”
“Isn’t it possible to plot with another person then?” Baigong repeated
his question. “Why not?” replied Confucius. “However, only he who
understands the purport of speech could do it! He who comprehends
the purport of speech does not express himself in words. He who goes
fishing gets wet, and he who goes hunting must run. However, it is
not that they enjoy doing so. Thus, the most profound expression is not
made of words, and the noblest actions consist in attempting and ac-
complishing nothing. He who has superficial knowledge strives for tri-
fles.” Baigong did not catch what Confucius had said and still plotted
rebellion but ended by hanging himself in the bathroom.

8.13 Zhaoxiangzi sent his retainer Xinzhi Muzi against the Di
clan and following his victory he seized the two towns of Zuoren and
Zhongren. When a post-corvee arrived to report the victory, Zhao Xi-
angzi was taking his meal and looked unhappy.“It’s a joyful news,”
said his attendants, “that two towns were captured in one morning,
Your Majesty, but you look sad. Why?"” Zhaoxiangzi said, “The
spring tide of rivers recedes in three days at most, windstorm or rain-
storm won’t last a whole moming, and the noontide sun will soon
slant to the west. Now we Zhaos have not accumulated merits and
virtues but occupied two towns in one morning, ['m afraid destruction
is going to befall us! "Confucius heard of it and said, “The Zhao clan
is going to flourish! Misery leads to flourishing while ease leads to
destruction. It is not the hardest to win victories; the most difficult
thing is to keep them. Wise kings keep them with misery, therefore
their bliss extends to their later generations. The states of Qi, Chu,
Wu, and Yue used to be victorious, but they were ruined in the end
because they did not know how to keep their victories. Only those

kings who have a mastery of the Tao are able to do so.”Confucius
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could open the gate bolt of his town, but he was unwilling to be
known for his strength. Mozi made defensive strategy against attacks to
subdue Gongshu Ban, but he was reluctant to be known as a good
fighter. Thus, he who keeps victories well considers strength as weak-
ness.

8.14 A man from the State of Song was enthusiastic about the
practice of benevolence and justice and the interest was carried on
with the efforts of three generations. It happened one day that his
black cow gave birth to a white calf, and he went to consult Confucius
about it. “This bears good omen!” said Confucius. “You can make it a
sacrifice for God.” In the following year, the man’s father became
blind and the black cow bore another white calf. His father bid him to
go and consult Confucius again. “I consulted him last year,” said the
man, “but you become blind now. For what should I ask him again?”
His father replied, “The words of a sage will come true some day. They
will. Go and consult him another time.” The man went to see Confu-

"

cius, who said, “Good omen it bears! and advised him again to
make it a sacrifice. The man returned to report to his father what Con-
fucius had said and his father told him to do as the sage had told him
to. In the third year, the man lost his sight himself. Later on, the
State of Chu attacked the State of Song and laid siege to the town in
which the man lived. People exchanged their children, ate their flesh
and burmed their skeletons as firewood. Adults climbed to the top of
the city wall to fight and were mostly killed. But the man and his fa-
ther escaped the disasters because they were blind. And when the
siege was lifted, they both regained their sight.

8.15 In the State of Song, a vagabond entertainer was trying with
his feat to obtain a position from King Yuan. The king called him in.
With two sticks twice as long as his height bound on his calves, he

could walk easily, acting the driving of a horse while juggling seven
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swords. The king was greatly surprised and awarded him gold, silver,
silk, and satin. Another vagabond entertainer, who could imitate swal-
lows, learned the news and wanted to get a position too. But this time
King Yuan ol Song {lew into a rage, saying, “Some time ago, a man
wanted a position from me. He was rather ordinary but was awarded
gold, silver, silk, and satin just because I was happy at that moment.
This man learned the news and came with the same intention.” He de-
tained the man for a whole month and intended to kill him, but set
him free in the end.

8.16 Duke Mu of Qin said to Bo Le, “Since you are now ad-
vanced in years, can you recommend anyone of your family qualified
for the search of fine horses?”“A fine horse can be told by its appear-
ance and build,” Bo Le replied, “Matchless steeds have divine quali-
ties that are barely visible. Such horses raise no dust when galloping
and leave no tracks when dragging a chariot. My children may be
taught 10 find fine horses, but none of them is to be trained for the
search of maichless steeds. Jiufang Gao is one of my companions of
daily life, and he is nowise my inferior in this respect. Your Majesty
may give him an interview.”Duke Mu did so and entrusted him with
the assignment. Three months later, he returned and reported, “I’ve
got it at Shaqgiu.” “What type of a horse is it?"” asked the Duke.“It is a
yellow-colored mare,” was the answer. Duke Mu had the horse fetched
but he got a black stallion. Much displeased, Duke Mu called Bo Le
in and said, “What a man you sent for the horse! He cannot even tell
the color and sex of the animal, and how can he tell which horse is
fine?” “What a masterly search! " exclaimed Bo Le with a deep sigh,
“This is exactly what he is thousands of times more capable of! He
has perceived the divine qualities and subtleties of a horse instead of
the insignificant components. He sees the internal elements rather than

the external appearances. He sees what he must and neglect what is

I\ /8idoyd =
zen

.
F
>
N
wn
o
&

-
=
>
=<
o
“N
o
=k
=
m
o
m

209




~RRAT HIZA

[F3)

W HA, B EAAR, S8 2ZHE A RFEER! "52 R
KFZ5H,

8.17 A TmAMH . RERM? "EfXfH.“EHFRE, W
AHFHEE, "EEER S ASBEZREER BENLUSTZ, B
MERRZRSEmMEELER, LR G mMEREER, A E
BOARBMAKR, "BREH E, 7

8.18 MMt AEAMBUHE “Af =2, FHIZF? "IMVRAEH .
“DIiEd "XTEL B S E AP ERE, BB REE B,
PRAHCERES, BEET;BERK, BN ERER,E
e, DLR%®F -4, A 7

8.19 PhRUEUE K6 MH FH  “TRHERLE BEAZH, AR
Y, Tk, b JGSZ A M HE B 22 (6] AT 93 B A, b S A inj 4 %

[&iF]

B ARLCAEHED ARAEARRLAEOED  IFaAEAFN A
B kA RLiTFm B MM E—ih  RAF B HHEND kX3
LEFEHELT "HEHT RAZ-EXTARGKRE,

817 RAEIE AT .“HBRARXEELAS? AITEE. " TFHH
RER— % X TEHERARATAEN, " BEAZH . “BRALFUARFZR
PER  FEEFRSECH X, "ATHLEL.ARAE L e H
HhFmEREHELNY LREFBTH G A E R ET
B, BIREEMBRALETH S AFRHEF— 2@ AT 4AB 0%
e, "R I, HIFRE, T

818 MESLAMNIHBREHE . “FTF—IMEARAZHFEEHB
P gl G VIR R AH A ER YR AL ADEE . “F
A ANAZBPH, TIRAKGA BEST R . B4 S 6HA 5
A Blfpe, "I REBRFAERS REGHK, RTRAEL KR
A RBHRME S BT, AXANREB S =FBIK, Tdg? "

819 FRBRHER &R L, FRMEILTFH . “B T RAEZHHS
AL BHMAFHES, wREARLT HI#doHetk, h—2RE
M EM L) BE MEZRE AR LT XA G LT
A, 8 FAHRSF, £ BANE RAY AR AFE S X BT KIEAR



unimportant. He is careful about what is essential and takes no notice
of what is not. Is there anything more significant than the way Jiufang
Gao makes judgment of fine horses?” Here was the horse, and it
turned out to be second to none.

8.17 King Zhuang of Chu asked Zhan He, “How is a state man-
aged?” Zhan He replied, “I know a little about self-cultivation, but I
know nothing about the management of a state.” “I must serve both the
ancestral temple and the state,” the king said, “and I hope I may ac-
quire corresponding measures of management.” Zhan He said, “I have
never heard of a king of good virtue whose state is in disorder, or a
king of ill virtue but whose state is in order; therefore, the moral cul-
tivation of oneself presupposes the management of a state, and I dare
not give you an answer with trifles.” “This is a wonderful answer,”
said the king.

8.18 An old man from Hugiu told Sunshu Ao, “There are three
easy ways to be offensive. Do you know them?” “What are they?”
asked the latter. “A man of high rank causes jealousy,” answered the
old man, “a man of high position is disliked by the king, and a man
of high salary brings himself hatred.” Sunshu Ao said, “The higher
rank | have, the less ambitious I am; the higher position I am in, the
less desire | have for power; and the higher salary I earn, the more I
give in charity. Can I avoid the offences in so doing?”

8.19 Sunshu Ao was dying of illness and warned his son, “For
several times, the King of Chu has intended to present me vavasory
but I have declined his offers. When I am gone, the king will do the
same to you, and you must promise me not to accept the fertile land!
The only acceptable place is found between Chu and Yue called Grave
Chamber, which is a barren land and the name is unpleasant to hear.

The natives of Chu trust ghosts and gods while the natives of Yue be-
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lieve in good or ill luck, so this is the only place to be kept.” Things
happened just as had been expected, and the land was still in the
hand of Sunshu Ao’s son.

8.20 Niu Que, a great scholar at Shangdi of the Qin State, made
a journey south to Handan, the capital of Zhao. On his way at Ousha,
he was robbed of all his clothing and baggage which were then loaded
on a cart. He had to walk on now; however, he looked happy and
there was not the slightest sign of sadness in his look. The robbers ran
up and asked him why, and he replied, “A man of virtue will not harm
his body and mind with worldly possessions.” “Hey! ” exclaimed the
robbers, “This is a wise guy indeed! ” But after a while, they talked
to each other, “With such wisdom, he will go and visit the King of
Zhao who will send soldiers over here and we will be finished. So
we 'd better kill him.” And they did so accordingly. When a man in
the State of Yan heard this story, he gathered his clan members and
said, “We must not follow the example of Niu Que when we meet rob-
bers ourselves! ” Everybody accepted the advice. Not long after that,
his brother went to Qin and fell across the robbers at the Hangu Pass.
With his brother’s advice in his heart, he fought with the robbers over
his belongings first and then when his strength failed him, he begged
them to give back some of his clothing. The robbers shouted angrily,
“We are generous enough not to kill you, but you still run after us. Do
you want us to be seen? Since we are robbers, we need not be so kind
to you! ” So they killed him and a few of his companions.

8.21 The Yus were a wealthy family of Liang with big estate,
plenty of money and cloth, and countless other valuables. There were
frequent banquets with musical band or chess games held in upstairs
halls that dominated the street. One day, a group of knights-errant
were passing along the road below the building. Upstairs, a game was

going on, and a loud burst of merriment was heard following a lucky
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throw of the dice. At exactly the same moment, a hawk flying over-
head dropped a rat it had caught and the rat happened to hit the head
of one of the fellows. “The Yus are rich and easy but contemptuous,”
they remarked. “We have never offended them, but they have inflicted
such an insult on us. We must get revenge for it, otherwise we would
not be able to keep our fame of valiancy. Let us make concerted efforts
to wipe the family out of this world.” Everybody assented. On the ap-
pointed night, they took their weapons and killed the Yus.

8.22 In the east, there was a man by the name of Yuanjingmu,
who was overcome by hunger on his way to a certain place. A robber
at Hufu named Qiu saw him and fed him with his pot of rice-gruel.
When he could open his eyes after swallowing three mouthfuls, Yuan-
jingmu asked, “Who are you?”“l am a native of Hufu, and my name
is Qiu.” “Hey! " cried Yuanjingmu, “aren’t you the robber? Why are
you feeding me? | cannot eat a robber’s food.” With these words, he
clutched the ground with his hands, tried in vain to bring up the food
he had swallowed, and in the end was choked to death. The man from
Hufu was indeed a robber, but the food he brought was not to blame.
It is a loss of reality because of name to consider a robber’s food as
dirty and inedible!

8.23 Zhulishu served Duke Ao, King of Ju. He did not think
Duke Ao understood him and went away to live by the sea. There he
lived on water chestnut in summer and acorn in winter. Later when the
Duke was in danger, he bid farewell with friends and was determined
to die for Duke Ao.“You left him,” his friends said, “because you did
not think he understood you, but now you are going to die for him.
Isn’t it the same whether he understands you or not?” “You are
wrong, replied Zhulishu. “I left because I believed that he did not
understand me. Now [ am going to die for him. This proves that he re-

ally did not understand me. I will die for him, so that those kings who
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do not understand their subjects will be put to shame.” It is correct to
die for those who know you and not if otherwise. But Zhulishu let off
hatred at the risk of his own life.

8.24 Yang Zhu said, “Give profit to others and you get benefit;
send others hatred and you receive misfortune. Emotions rise inside
but are reflected outside; therefore, a wise man can be too careful in
choosing what to give or send.”

8.25 When Yang Zhu’s neighbor lost a sheep, he went to look
for it with his whole family and begged Yang Zhu’s servants for help.
“You’ve lost only one sheep,” said Yang Zhu, “and what is the use
of so many people?” “Because there are many forked roads,” his
neighbor answered.  “Have you found the sheep?” asked Yang Zhu
when his neighbor returned. “No.” “Why not?” “There were forked
roads along the forked roads, and we were not sure of which way to
follow, so we gave up.” Yang Zhu suddenly grew sad at this. He re-
mained silent for a long time and did not show any sign of smile the
whole day. One of his disciples felt strange and asked,“The sheep is
worth little, and what’s more, it is not yours. But why are you unhap-
py and without a word?” There was no response. The disciples were
not sure what their master was thinking about. Mengsun Yang, one of
them, came out and told Xinduzi what had happened.A few days lat-
er, Xinduzi came with Mengsun Yang to see Yang Zhu. “Once there
were three brothers traveling between Qi and Lu,” he told Yang Zhu,
“and learning from a master. When they learned the Tao of justice and
virtue, they went home. ‘What is the Tao of justice and virtiue? " their
father asked.  ‘With justice and virtue, [ have placed life before
fame,’ said the eldest son. ‘With justice and virtue, I choose fame
before life,’ said the second son. ‘With justice and virtue, I keep life
and fame at the same time,’ said the youngest. They were all disci-

ples of Confucianism, but contradicted with one another. Now who was
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right and who was wrong?” Yang Zhu replied, “A man living by the
river and good at swimming made a living on his ferryboat and his
earnings might support over a hundred people. Large groups came with
solid food to learn the skill but almost a half were drowned. They came
to learn the skill of swimming, not drowning, but their rewards were
so widely different. Now who were right and who were wrong?” Without
a word, Xinduzi came out of the house. “Why did you ask him in
such a roundabout manner?” Mengsun Yang blamed, “and why did
our master answer with such strange obscurity? 1 am more and more
confused.” As a reply, Xinduzi said, “The sheep is lost because there
are too many forked roads; swimming learners are drowned because
there are too many skills. The process of learning is basically the
same, but the results may be sharply different. The state of non-gain
and non-loss may be achieved only with the return to the sameness
and oneness. You are the first disciple of our master, but it is a pity
that you do not understand the metaphor he has made! ”

8.26 Yang Bu, Yang Zhu’s younger brother, went out one day
in white. Suddenly it began raining. He took off the white clothes and
returned in a black suit. His dog failed to recognize him and barked at
him. Yang Bu became angry and was about to give the dog a beating
when Yang Zhu said, “Stop! You are no wiser than the dog. Didn’t
you feel strange when your dog went out white but came home black?”

8.27 Yang Zhu said, “Doing good not for fame ends with fame;
fame without expectation of profit is followed by profit; and profit un-
sought results in contentions. Therefore, a noble man must be cautious
about doing good.”

8.28 Once upon a time, there was a man who claimed to have
mastered the secret of longevity. The King of Yan sent someone to
learn it, but before completion that man died. The king became very

angry and ordered to have his man killed. One minister the king trust-
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ed gave him this advice, “Nothing that is apprehended in this world is
more urgent than death, and nothing that is thought much of is more
important than life. How can you expect a man who lost his own life to
make you live a long life?” And the learner was saved. It happened
that another person, Qizi by name, also wanted to learn the secret of
longevity and, having learned that the man claiming himself an im-
mortal had died, felt much regretful. Fuzi heard it and mocked, “What
y.ou want to learn is the secret of a long life. Since the alleged owner
of the secret is dead and you feel regretful about it, I can say that you
do not understand the objective of learning.” “I don’t think Fuzi is
correct, ” said Huzi, “There are those who cannot practice the art they
have learned, and those who can but they have not learned the art. A
man of Wei was good at number. He told his son the secret at his
death-bed. The son remembered what his father had said but did not
know how to ai}ply it. He revealed the secret at the request of another
person, who acted on it accordingly and became competent. This be-
ing the case, the man who is dead might as well talk about the secret
of longevity.”

8.29 On the first day of a year, the people of Handan presented
Zhaojianzi with live turtledoves. He was extremely pleased and liberal-
ly rewarded them. When asked by one hanger-on of his for his gen-
erosity, Zhaojianzi said, “The release of living creatures on the first
day of a year is the display of kindness.” “I see,” replied the man,
“The people are aware of your intention and kill many turtledoves in
order to catch some. If you really want to let the birds live, the best
way would be to stop capturing them rather than catch them first and
then set them free, for if otherwise, your kindness does not compen-
sate for your fault.” To this Zhaojianzi replied, “You are absolutely
right.”

8.30 Tian of the Qi State held an ancestral sacrifice in his hall
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and hundreds of guests attended the ceremony. Seeing fish and geese
offered by some guests, he exclaimed, “How kind and generous is God
to man! He grows the five grains and creates the fish and fowl for
men.” All the guests chimed in immediately with echoes. The twelve-
year-old son of Bao, however, offered his view, “You are not right in
saying that, sir. All creatures are living with us humans though they
are of different species one not any nobler than another. It is only by
reason of size, wisdom and strength that they control or prey upon one
another, and none of them is created for others. Man chooses and eats
those that are edible, but are they really created by God for him?
Mosquitoes suck man’s blood, and tigers and wolves devour his flesh;
but is he created for the insects and beasts?”

8.31 A poor man in the State of Qi often went begging in the
marketplace of the town. People grew tired of him and gave him no
more food, and now he had to work for a horse doctor at a farm stable
for a living. Townspeople made fun of him, saying, “Do you feel
shame working for a horse doctor?” “Nothing is more shameful than
begging,” replied the poor man. “I did not feel shame when begging
and why should I have such a feeling working for a horse doctor?”

8.32 A man in the Song State was strolling on the road and found
a wood deed. He counted the number of cuts on it, hid it at home,
and told his neighbor, “I am going to be rich soon! ”

8.33 When a phoenix tree in the yard of a person died, his old
neighbor told him it was the foreshadow of misfortune. He immediately
fell that tree. But when his neighbor wanted it for his firewood, he was
very displeased, saying, “It was for firewood that the old man cheated
me into falling the dead tree. How could a neighbor hide such evil in-
tentions in his heart?”

8.34 A man who had lost his axe suspected that his neighbor's

son had stolen it. A thief was found in the manner he walked, looked,
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and talked. Everything he did betrayed him as a thief. By and by,
however, the man found his axe in a pile of paddies. When he saw his
neighbor’s son again after that, the axe-owner found no trace at all of
guilt in his behavior or looks.

8.35 Baigong Sheng, an official of Qi, was plotting an armed
rebellion. He stood motionless when the audience with the king was
over, not aware that the iron spur on the tip of his horsewhip had
pierced through his cheek and that blood was dripping to the floor.
When they heard this story, the people of Zheng said, “Now that he
forgot all about his own cheeks, what else could he remember?”When
deeply absorbed in thought, a person is unlikely to feel it when he
trips on a stump, falls over a pit, or bumps his head on a tree trunk.

8.36 Once in the State of Qi, a man wanted gold so much that
he went well-dressed one morning to the market, snatched the gold on
sale, and got caught before he went away. When queried why he dared
to commit robbery in the broad daylight, he simply answered, “When
[ was taking the gold, I saw only the gold, not the gold seller.”
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POSTSCRIPT

Liezi was a man of the Warring States in China’s history. His
teachings were Taoist close to those of Zhuangzi. Han Shu: Yiwen Zhi
(“History of the Former Han Dynasty: Record of Books”) recorded Liezi
with eight chapters edited by Liu Xiang and Liu Xin, which was lost long
ago. The current edition is also composed of eight chapters. It is a mix-
ture of the views and opinions of various schools of the Warring States
Period and the Qin and Han dynasties with the addition of recent theories
and was probably compiled by busybodies since the Wei and Jin period.
For this reason, the book was based on the ideas of quietness, natural-
ness, 1naction, and inanity advocated by Laozi and Zhuangzi, blended
with the metaphysical argument of the period over the relationships be-
tween power and destiny as well as universe and man, and incorporated
with certain materials of the ancient society. It was the work of neither an
individual nor a school. Stylistically speaking, the book employed fairy
tales, fables, and stories intermingled with dialogs in reasoning. There-
fore, it is peculiarly imaginative, purely fresh, concisely stated but pro-
foundly meaningful, and can be regarded as a praiseworthy reference for
the research on classical Chinese thinking and culture.

Annotations for and vernacular translations of Liezi are many in
number. They are intended to make corrections or explanations, to restore
the original appearance, or to make it easily understood linguistically;
and each new version proved better-made. By comparison, [ found the
annotation and translation made by Teng Zhixian, one of my friends, are
relatively comprehensive, faithful, smooth and refined. For this reason,
the present vernacular translation was made with reference to his version,
as well as to previous studies like Yang Bojun’s Liezi JiShi (“Collected
Annotations for Liezi”) and Baihua Liezi (“Liezi in Vernacular Chinese”),
and expected it to be a devoted translation of the original book. However,
with its mysterious and profound Taoist thinking, it is absolutely impossi-
ble to make it thoroughly understood through a literal translation. There-
fore, instructive suggestions are expected from those who are well-versed
in the translation of classics. Meanwhile, I wish to thank all those whose
works I have consulted.

Li Jianguo
November 22, 2003
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