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17. On Tactics

Sovereigns who know Tao can become Huang (the most
powerful ruler of the world), who know the right rules for
governing the world can become Di, who know how to take
benevolent policies can unify the whole world, and who know
how to gain victory in all military actions can establish the
most powerful states of the world. Though military action
should not be considered as perfect virtue, it is helpful in
unifying the world or establishing the most powerful states.
However, contemporary military leaders do not know it,
because they have not realized that they should count on right
tactics for all military actions. So, when military actions are
taken the state will be poor and it is not possible to win every
combat. Even though a victory might be gained, there must
be a lot of people losing their lives during the war, and even
though some territory might be taken from the enemy, the
state will be severely damaged. All these four cases are
disasters caused by military action. When all these four
disasters are threatening the state together, it will definitely
be endangered.

It is said in Da Du that at the time when a military action
is taken, make sure that the state will not be impoverished,
all combats will definitely result in victory, none of the
soldiers will be killed during the battle even though victory is
gained, and the territory of the enemy state can be taken

without imposing any lethal damages upon their state. How
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can these four cases be realized? At the time when the
military action is taken, the state will not be impoverished,
because all military actions are planned scrupulously
beforehand. All combats will definitely result in vi‘ctory,
because the military discipline is very strict and impartial.
None of the soldiers will be killed during the battle even
though victory is gained, because the soldiers are well
disciplined and the weapons are of the highest quality, so that
the enemies dare not confront them. And the territory of the
enemy state can be taken without imposing any lethal
damages upon the state, because the will and conditions of
the local people will be conformed to. When the will and
conditions of the local people are conformed to, the edicts
given to them will be warranted. When the soldiers are well
disciplined and the weapons are of the highest quality, it will
be possible to conquer the enemies. When the military
discipline is very strict and impartial, the troops will have
something fixed to stick to. When all military actions are
planned scrupulously beforehand, they can be performed
providently. There are some right methods to discipline the
troops and some warranted reasons to defeat the enemy.
These reasons can be mastered by examining the methods
used in disciplining the troops; whether the military action
will result in success or failure can be foreseen by examining
the quality of the weapons; and if the reason for taking a
military action is clear and justifiable, the enemy can be
defeated. Safeguard the ancestral temple, make the

population multiply smoothly and let the intellectuals,
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farmers, craftsmen and merchants focus on their own
businesses, and the power and prestige of the throne can be
consolidated. Establish the law and issue suitable edicts, and
the common people can be united and well administered.

When a military force is short of a formidable leader, the
situation of the enemy cannot be mastered in advance. When
there is no official taking charge of farming, there will be no
store of grain. When the government does not have any fixed
rules, the inferiors will be hostile against the superiors, and
the weapons will not be of high quality, When the regime
does not take suitable policies, and awards or punishments
cannot be dispensed strictly and impartially, the common
people will not attach much importance to their properties.
So, it 1s said that if only the situation of the enemy can be
mastered in advance, our troops can sweep away all
obstacles; if only the state has the store of grain, it can be
supported for a long time without suffering from food
shortage; if only the weapons are of the highest quality, all
attacks launched can be furthered smoothly; if only both
awards and punishments are dispensed strictly and
impartially, the valorous warriors can be encouraged.

If the three Guan perform their duties correctly, the five
Jiao are not disarranged and the nine Zhang are clarified,
there will not be any damage even though the troops might be
threatened by dangers they encounter, nor will there be any
disaster even though they might be out at the elbows. So, if
the people are manipulated with right methods, they can

reach distant destinations and even formidable ones can be
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well disciplined. On the three Guan: The first is the war-
drum. The war-drum is used during attacking to invigorate
the officers and soldiers and to give signals for attacking. The
second one is the gong. The gong is used in defending to give
signals for retreating and winding up the fighting. The third
is the banner. The banner i1s used when troops are dispatched
to give directions to them and to stop them from marching.
These are the three Guan. With the help of these three Guan,
the troops can be regulated according to the military
discipline. On the five Jiao: the first is to train the eye to
discern the banners of various colors and shapes. The second
is to train the ear with the related numbers of various military
orders. The third is to train the foot to master the footwork
for both advancing and retreating. The fourth is to train the
hand to use both the long and short weapons. And the fifth is
to train the heart to remember the criteria both on awards and
on punishments. If all these five kinds of training are well

done, officers and soldiers will be invigorated to fight

bravely. On the nine Zhang. The first: when the Ri Zhang (a

sign with the figure of the sun on it) is raised up, the troops
should advance during the day. The second: when the Yue
Zhang (a sign with the figure of the moon on it) is raised up,
the troops should advance during the night. The third: when
the Long Zhang (it refers to a sign with the figure of a dragon
on it) 1s raised up, the troops should march through waters.
The fourth: when the Hu Zhang (a sign with the figure of a
tiger on it) is raised up, the troops should march through

forests. The fifth. when the Wu Zhang (a sign with the
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figure of a crow on it) is raised up, the troops should march
among hills. The sixth: when the She Zhang (a sign with the
figure of a snake on it) is raised up, the troops should march
across swamps. The seventh: when the Que Zhang (a sign
with the figure of a magpie on it) is raised up, the troops
should march on plains. The eighth: when the Lang Zhang (a
sign with the figure of a wolf on it) is raised up, the troops
should march among mountains. The ninth; when the Gao
Zhang (a sign with the figure of a sheath of the bow on it) is
raised up, the troops should march along with purveyance. If
orders given by these nine Zhang are made clear, the troops
will not react to the military orders wrongly.

The application of these three Guan, five Jiao and nine
Zhang is started with no beginning and will not wind up with
any end. If they are started with no beginning, they will be in
accordance with Tao; if they wind up with no end, they will
be in accordance with virtue. Tao is immeasurable and virtue
is uncountable. So, since the power of our military force is
timmeasurable, the enemies cannot manage to intrigue against
us even though they might be formidable; since the power of
our military force is uncountable, the enemies will not dare to
confront us even though they might be deceitful. If both of
the two features are operated cooperatively, success will
always be gained whether military actions are launched or
not. If our troops can cross the border unknowingly, no one
can manage to resist them. If our troops are dispatched
unexpectedly, no one can manage to react on time. So victory

can be gained at any time and no damage can be imposed upon
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our military force at all. The troops are trained to make good
use of the favorable ground to march forward quickly and to
act whenever it is advantageous. Make sure that they are
trained flexibly sg that they can react to the situation flexibly.
If both of these two features are well mastered, all military
actions will result in success.

If the weapons are of high quality and the troops are well
disciplined, they can chase after the defeated enemies as
swiftly as the blinding wind does and can fight them as
vehemently as the thunder does. Thus, the enemies cannot
defend themselves even though they are stationed at
dangerous places, nor can they hold their ground for long
even though their forts are firm. Thus, our troops will be
invincible even though they might stay still and not take any
action at all, and all military orders will be carried out
without any delay. When the weapons are of high quality and
the troops are well disciplined, the enemies will not know
how to resist us when our troops are deployed, not can they
manage to figure out our tactics when our troops are
convened. When the troops are well trained and the weapons
are of high quality, they can advance and retreat like the
thunder does and therefore no one can manage to stop or
defeat them. When they are absorbed in fighting, they cannot
be impeded on all the four sides. If the warriors are fierce and
their weapons are sharp, they will meet danger with
assurance. If they can sweep away all obstacles during the
advance and not become disarranged while withdrawing, then

the enemies can be conquered and put under our control.
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Marching through mountains and pits without hanging
ladders and crossing waters and valleys without boats, they
can advance through dangerous places and attack well
defended areas, they can go anywhere single-handedly but no
one can manage to resist them. In fact, they do not break into
dangerous places single-handedly, so no one can manage to
stop them. Nor do they launch attacks single-handedly, so no
one can manage to confine them. That cannot be described
with words because words cannot express it perfectly. So, it
can only be described as supernatural,

If the military force is maintained with right methods,
the people will be harmonious with each other. If the military
force is maintained according to the principle of benevolence,
the people will be united. When the people are harmonious
and united, they can become concerted. When they are
concerted, they can become unanimous. When they are both
concerted and unanimous, no one can manage to damage
them. Stick to “Yi Zhi”, enforce “Er Yao”, manipulate “San
Quan”, execute “Si Ji”, popularize “Wu Jiao”, set up “Liu
Xing”, pay attention to “Qi Shu”, abide by “Ba Shou”,
examine “Jiu Zhang” and clarify “Shi Hao”, and all military
acitons will result in significant success.

Defend tenaciously, so that you can be able to hold your
ground. If military action is taken frequently, the soldiers
will become exhausted. If victories are gained frequently, the
sovereign will become arrogant. And when an arrogant
sovereign is operating the exhausted soldiers, how can the

state avoid facing severe dangers? Hence, the best bet is to
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conquer others without taking any military action at all, and
the second best is to conquer them completely during one
attack. Destroying big states and defeating formidable ones is
the excellent example for conquering them with one military
action. Disarranging the enemy troops without using
intrigues, taking advantages of them without using tricks and
subjugating them without using deceits are the true characters
of conquering the enemy with one military action. Conquering
the nearby enemies by force, threatening the distant enemies
with edicts, making sure that the strength of our military
force is immeasurable, the power of it is uncountable, the
morale is inexhaustible and the schemes are unfathomable—
the combination of these factors serves as the springhead of
conquering the enemies with one military action. Making sure
that the troops can be supplemented as timely as the rain does
and withdrawn as swiftly as the blinding wind does is the final
reflection of conquering the enemies with one military action.

Being able to take firm control of the enemies is the
function of immaculate weapons. Being able to operate the
military force perfectly is the function of immaculate military
discipline. Those who cannot manage to obtain the best
weapons are not able to take firm control of the enemies. And
those who cannot organize the troops with the best military
discipline are not able to operate them effectively. Those who
are not able to operate the troops effectively will be out at the
elbows, and those who are not able to obtain the best
weapons will get into severe trouble. If troops can be

deployed with great skill after they are dispatched to remote
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areas, victory can be guaranteed. Thus, 1f they are
dispatched to a foreign state, the enemies will suffer from
severe damages. However, if they advance deeply into the
enemy state, they will encounter some dangers. Accordingly,
both officers and soldiers will keep on high alert, and as a
result, they can be of one mind. When the military force is
under supervision of a person who is good at tactics, it will
make the enemies feel as if they were fighting in the air
against some shadows. If the military {force appears
amorphous, it can reach whatever goal it pursues. If it
appears both formless and motionless, everything can be
assimilated by it. That is the so-called Tao. Though it might
seem to have disappeared, it exists indeed. Though it might
seem to be behind you, it is in front of you indeed.
Therefore, it cannot be simply described with the word “Wei”

(meaning powerful).

Ll Jeydey) -
IZUenc

—
[ - -]
=
- —
— -
—
[ —
-
e
-
3
N
rm

423



F+REY> 4HWE

XEE+N

[(Rx]

FEAEATFEILATUAT/HAE. EREE /NS, 8E, K
A, BHSH2FERZ, H “MEAH7HNE . “EAFFH:
‘HMTFREEXL AMERERSBAEAH G, BUGMKREE /A .
BRERMFR "HZE "FEF, TH, EETFURET, L& TF." 8/
ElL“FME,MARZAF7HEME “A., FEBRTHE, AiLE,
AW, FEEERTHE, THHFAZEH YA, E=AEZ
THEB . FIMAZHER . Z—BUNLALR  EWNELANG

[45iF])
FAEAFZANF—2FiHIL . Bfd b, EAEKMRMHIE
'l‘é 1ﬂﬂ$5%%!1ﬁﬁ;ﬁ%$ﬁ H: *u %’f*ﬁﬂg *@“%ﬁﬁﬂﬂ! |&]

A 2R B REF7RRE R TAEAFL. 2 TFREEL, B
REBAABE AR RA IR ERHEI G, AARKTFT.7B
B B ERARERT AN BERT  AF L sb itk 2T, 53—
R "R R R X IR R R E 5.
"FITEARBERFOAFRERE I, AR ZTEARAB, /ALK
RBEfGe), EFR—ZABRR, BERERC."ZEZH . “FiF. £MN=
ANFRARB, FUARG AL, ZHBAE PN BRI RXRE, £ 5
b —ERRBEABLEFL AR E. LB LTREEATFHEY



18. The Big Historical Document of the State of Qi

Duke Xi of the state of Qi had three sons—Childe
Zhu’er, Childe Jiu and Childe Xiaobai. The duke asked Bao
Shu to serve as the Grand Mentor of Xiaobai. Bao Shu said
that he was ill and refused it. Guan Zhong and Zhao Hu went
to see Bao Shu and asked him, “Why didn’t you go out and
accept the position?” Bao Shu said, “As far as I know, our
ancestor used to say, ‘No one knows the son better than his
own father. No one knows the court officials better than their
own sovereign.’” Now our sovereign knows that I am
unworthy. So he asked me to be the Grand Mentor of
Xiaobai. I know that I should leave. ” Zhao Hu said, “If you
insist on refusing it, then you just do not go outside. 1 will
take an expedience to tell others that you are dying. Thus
they will certainly let you be. ” Bao Shu said, “If you do that,
how will they not let me be?” Guan Zhong said, “No, you
should not do that. A person who helps govern the regime
should not circumvent his tasks under any circumstance. Nor
should he enjoy his time leisurely. For the time being we are
not sure who are going to take control of the regime of the
state of Qi. Pleaselaccept and do not refuse it any more!”
Zhao Hu said,"“No, we cannot listen to you. The relationship
between the three of us to the state of Qi is like that of the
three feet to a caudron. If any one of the three feet is missed,
the caudron cannot stand any more. I personally think that

Xiaobai will not have the chance to take over the throne of

81 Jeydey) n
1ZUBNs)

o
=
77
&
)
A

—
E
-
-
L— 1
-
T
—
—
-
"
N
m




~+H®HE> HBE

[FEx]

£EWE CARB., REAEAZE, URAUZE, ME/PMEZE
B, LMK, FRAMBL. RFUEFEE FH_-ATEH. ¥
Xet. MAEHZAATNE BMARKE, FREEEF/IIEH. RAER
WINER T 57, M B, FRAT, EFEHR, O R RZE A
SZiE . ERATH, LEBRMMEENR L. FEYL, BB XTERE
th, RSEFEZIHB, ZELCWMAREFRLMAR, BEXH."H

HWE . “REZANBEHR . BABG . EHRUKSZEH SR —4&K 7%

[45i%])

FHE AETFREAFHAA, MANEKRAK I GERAREE, #ILE
RAEKT EHRAFR, TERUFLE, FARREEFBH, BT 4
R OBEAT EAANAT., VA AA, RENFH, B L, 2hit
B RTEREFRE BAAEZMIE, 2R IEXAREERHRTHE, 4
EABMIARE LW —FAK FARALEHARREZZRAR, EH KR
BEW . “FELE BB  wRAAZAEGBEARMIGA, S
FUANEL RREFTRT  KAELRBEFT ;TR 25 F B 654,
BEAMAE RIEXF I BIRABRER  ABAREBHIES S

Wit “hAABHET AR ERSRARA LR TR, L4 4



Qi. ” Guan Zhong said, “No, I do not agree with you. You
know that people all across the state hate the mother of Jiu.
And as a result, they dislike Jiu too. However, they are very
sympathetic to Xiaobai since he has lost his mother. Though
Zhu’ er i1s the eldest among the three princes, he is not a

person of integrity. And I do not think that he is the right one

to take over the throne. So besides Xiaobai and Jiu, there is

no one else to take over the regime of Qi. For Xiaobai, he
does not know how to use tricks. Nevertheless, he is
impatient, straightforward and farsighted. No one else knows
him better than I. If it is unfortunate that Heaven is going to
punish the state of Qi with catastrophe, Jiu will be
enthroned. But he is not capable of accomplishing great
achievement. Who can safeguard our state besides you?”
Zhao Hu said, “After our sovereign passes away, if there is
someone who dares to act against the will of our sovereign to
replace the crown prince and dethrone Jiu, I will not want to
live any more even though we might unify the w;Drld.
Moreover, we have been appointed to work at the court to
help govern the state of Qi, so it should be our duty to
support and defend the one enthroned and make sure that he
will not be replaced by anyone else. That is in accordance
with the principle of righteousness. ” Guan Zhong said, “The
reason why I am serving at the government of the state of Qi
is that I want to make sure that all orders issued by the
sovereign can be carried out, the safety of our state can be
secured and the ancestors worshiped at the national temple

can be sacrificed all the time. Am I here to devote my life to
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Jiu? 1 will only devote my life to the state of Qi under such
circumstances as our state is ruined, our national temple is
erased or the ceremonies held in worship of the ancestors
cannot be continued any more. I will die for these three
reasons. If it is not for these three reasons, 1 will definitely
choose to live. If I am alive, the state can benefit from it. On
the other hand, if I die, it will be harmful to our state. ” Bao
Shu asked, “What shall I do then?” Guanzi said, “Just go
out, follow the order and accept the position.” Bao Shu
agreed. He went out and took the order. He served Xiaobai
ever since then. Bao Shu asked Guan Zhong, “Now, how
should I perform my duty?” Guan Zhong said, “ As an
official, if you do not serve the sovereign heart and soul, you
will not be trusted by him. When you are not trusted, he will
not listen to your advice. And when your advice is not
accepted, the state will not be safe. So, just serve your
master heart and soul. ” Bao Shu promised to do so.

Y1 Zhongnian, the stepbrother of Duke Xi—the two were
born by the same mother, had a son named Gongsun Wuzhi.
And Duke Xi bestowed favour on Gongsun Wuzhi. Thus he
could wear the same clothes and behave the same way as the
other princes. After Duke Xi passed away, Zhu’ er was
enthroned because he was the eldest among the three
brothers. And he was the so-call Duke Xiang. After Duke
Xiang took office, he demoted Wuzhi. Wuzhi was very angry
with him. The duke sent Lian Cheng and Guan Zhifu to
defend Liu Qiu, and told them, “It’s at the season for the

harvest of melons that I send you out, and you can come back
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at this time next year. ” During the next year, when the term
of their duty expired, however, the duke did not issue any
order to call them back. They asked to be replaced with
someone else but were refused by the duke. So, they
associated with Wuzhi and stirred up a rebellion.

Wen Jiang, the wife of Duke Huan of the state of Lu,
was from Qi. Duke Huan was going to pay a visit to Qi and
was thinking of bringing his wife along with him. Shen Yu
expostulated with him, “No. You should not do that. A
married woman should stay at home and a married man has
his own family. Do not mix the order between males and
females. Otherwise, it will be against the rules of rites.”
However, Duke Huan did not listen to him. He then went to
meet the marquis of Qi at the Le River along with Wen Jiang.
Wen Jiang developed love affairs with the marquis of Qi.
When Duke Huan heard that, he scolded Wen Jiang. Wen
Jiang told it to the marquis of Qi and the marquis was
outraged. He invited Duke Huan for dinner and sent Childe
Peng Sheng there to attack him. Peng Sheng got on the cart
of Duke Huan and broke his ribs. Duke Huan died on his cart
immediately. Shu Man said, “Sensible people devote their
lives out of loyalty to remove the disloyal toward their
sovereign, so that the people can feel safe. Wise people
examine the situation scrupulously so that they can get
themselves out of trouble. Now that Peng Sheng was not
loyal to you since he tried to flatter you instead of trying his
best to expostulate with you. That was somewhat like playing

tricks with you and as a result, you have acted against the
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rules of rites toward our relative (referring to Duke Huan of
[Lu here). He is getting you into big trouble now by
provoking enmity between Lu and Qi. How could Peng Sheng
be left at large then? He should be the cause of forthcoming
disaster. And Your Majesty has forgiven him since you were
angry, so you don’t care offending our relative. If the fatuous
Peng Sheng is pardoned, you will prove yourself not having
any sense of shame. If this is the case, could Peng Sheng
manage to stop the disaster alone? If the troops of Lu are
going to attack us, Peng Sheng will be their excuse. ” During
the second month of that year, Lu sent a messenger to Qi,
and he said, “ The sovereign of our state respected the
authority of Your Majesty very much so he did not dare to
stay at home leisurely, and therefore he came over here to
reconcile our friendly relationship with you. However, he did
not come back to Lu again after he fulfiled his diplomatic
emission. And we do not know who is to blame for it. So,
please execute Peng Sheng to appease the feelings of the
people of our state. ” People of Qi killed Peng Sheng to show
apology to Lu. During the fifth month of that year, Duke
Xiang was hunting at Bei Qiu and saw a swine there. His
attendants told him, “That is Childe Peng Sheng.” Duke
Xiang was very angry, he cried, “How dare Peng Sheng show
up in front of me here!” He then shot at the swine. The
swine stood up like a human being and cried. The duke was
terrified and fell down on the ground from the cart. He hurt
his feet and lost his shoes. After he went back, he asked for

his shoes from one of his attendants named Fei but could not
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get them. Duke Xiang flagellated Fei and there was blood
flowing down from his body. Fei escaped from the palace and
met turncoats at the gate. The turncoats tied him up. Fei
took off his clothing and showed them the wounds on the
back. The turncoats then trusted him and asked him to break
into the palace as a vanguard for them. Fei hid Duke Xiang
secretly, went out and fought the turncoats at the gate and
lost his life there. Shizhi Fenru lost his life too and died at the
foot of the stairs, Meng Yang pretended to be Duke Xiang
and lay in the duke’s bed. The turncoats killed Meng Yang
and said, “No, it is not the right one. It does not look like
the duke.” They then saw the feet of Duke Xiang appear
underneath the door. They killed Duke Xiang and enthroned
Gongsun Wuzhi, Bao Shuya helped Childe Xiaobai escape to
Jii. Guan Yiwu and Zhao Hu helped Childe Jiu escape to Lu.
Nine years after Wuzhi took office, he was murdered by
Yong Lin who was mistreated by him. Duke Huan went back
to Qi first from Jii. People of Lu attacked Qi and let Childe
Jiu in. The troops of Qi and those of Lu fought at Qian Shi.
Guan Zhong let loose and arrow, which hit the tache of Duke
Huan’s belt. The troops of Lu were defeated and Duke Huan
took over the regime. He then forced Lu to kill Childe Jiu.
Duke Huan asked Bao Shu, “How could I safeguard the
state?” Bao Shu said, “If you can obtain the help of Guan
Zhong and Zhao Hu, our state can be secured. ” Duke Huan
said, “Guan Zhong and Zhao Hu are my personal enemies. ”
Bao Shu then told the duke the story that happened (at the
time when he himself was asked by Duke Xi to help Duke
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Huan while he was still a childe). Duke Huan asked, “Do
you think I can get him?” Bao Shu said, “If you do it in a
hurry, you can get him. Otherwise, you will miss him. Shi
Bo of Lu knows that Guan Zhong is a wise person, so he is
thinking of letting Guan Zhong administer the state of Lu. If
Guan Zhong accept his advice, Lu will be sure that Guan
Zhong is capable enough to weaken Qi. If Guan Zhong rejects
his invitation, Lu is sure that Guan Zhong is going to come
back to Qi again, so he will kill Yiwu.” Duke Huan asked,
“Will Guan Zhong accept it and help govern the state of Lu,
or will he reject it?” Bao Shu said, “No. He will not accept
it. The reason why Guan Zhong did not die for the sake of Jiu
was that he wished to devote his life to safeguarding the state
of Qi. If he accepts the invitation to administer Lu, it will
surely result in damaging and weakening Qi. Guan Zhong is
very loyal to Qi, so he will not accept it even though he
knows he will be killed if he rejects the invitation. ” Duke
Huan asked, “Is he really so dutiful to me and the state?”
Bao Shu said, “He does that not for the sake of you but for
our deceased sovereign. The relationship between him and
you is not as close as that between him and Jiu.
Nevertheless, he did not devote his life for the sake of Jiu.
Needless to say, he will not do that for you either. But if you
want to consolidate the power of Qi, please pick him up
immediately, ” Duke Huan said, “I am afraid that it might be
too late. How can I do?” Bao Shu said, “I know the traits of
Shi Bo. Though he is very wise, he is also very shrewd and

prissy. If you send a messenger there before he makes the
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decision, he will not kill Guan Zhong since he is afraid of
offending you. ” Duke Huan said, “Great!”

Shi Bo told the sovereign of Lu, “Guan Zhong is a person
of excellent wisdom. However, he is not successful. Now he
is in Lu. Please entrust him to administer the state of Lu. If
he accepts it, then the state of Qi will definitely be weakened.
If he rejects, we will kill him. We can please Qi by killing
him to show that we are angry with him as well. That’s
better than leaving him alive. ” The sovereign said, “Good.”
Before Lu devolved the power for administering the state on
Guan Zhong, the messenger from Qi arrived. He expressed
the opinion of the sovereign of Qi, “Guan Zhong and Zhao Hu
are my personal enemies. Now they are staying in LLu. Please
deliver them to Qi alive. If you do not agree, it shows you are
making friends with my enemies. ” The sovereign of Lu asked
Shi Bo for his advice. Shi Bo said, “Please give them to him.
As far as 1 know, the sovereign of Qi is hot-tempered and
arrogant. He might not be capable of using sensible and wise
people even though he can get them. If the sovereign of Qi
will really appoint him to a suitable and powerful position,
Guan Zhong will achieve great success. Guan Zhong is a great
sage of the world. If we let him go back to Qi, not only the
people of Lu but also everyone of the world will submit to his
authority, However, if we kill him now, I am afraid that Bao
Shu is going to act against us since he is a good friend of Guan
Zhong. That will cause big problems for you. I think that
we’d better deliver him to Qi. ” The sovereign of Lu then had
Guan Zhong and Zhao Hu tied up. Guan Zhong asked
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Zhao Hu, “Are you terrified by it?” Zhao Hu said, “How
come that I am terrified? I did not die earlier since I hoped to
view the safety of our state in person. Now it is safe and
stabilized. You will be appointed as the left prime minister,
and I would be the right prime minister myself. Even though
we both will be powerful, it cannot change the reality that
they had killed my master, and now they are going to use me.
That should be double-humiliation for me. You will be the
living official (of Childe Jiu) and I will be the dead one. I will
die even though I know that 1 will be entrusted with the
authority over a powerful state of ten thousand chariots.
Thus, Childe Jiu will have a martyr, and you will live further
to establish one of the most powerful states and therefore

Childe Jiu will have an official alive. Thus, the virtue of the

dead one can be realized and the achievement of the living can

be reached. Good reputation cannot be reached from both
sides ( by both dying for the master and serving him in
another way—maintaining one’ s life and achieving great
contributions for his sake). And virtue can only be gained
with disinterested contributions. You, please do your best.
Then each of us can fulfill our duties immaculately. ” Then
they took off and headed for Qi. After they were in the
territory of Qi, Zhao Hu committed suicide. Guan Zhong
went back alone. When sensible people heard that, they said,
“The death of Zhao Hu is much more meaningful than
survival; the survival of Guan Zhong is much more
meaningful than death. ”

There is another version of that story, The second year
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after Duke Xiang took office, he exiled Childe Xiaobai and
Xiaobai escaped to Jii. Duke Xiang died twelve years after he
was enthroned, then Childe Jiu took over the regime and
became the sovereign of Qi. The people of Qi invited Xiaobai
to come back. Bao Shu said, “Why don’t you go?” Xiaobai
said, “No, I cannot go back. Guan Zhong is wise and Zhao
Hu 1s brave. Though I am invited by the people of the state,
[ think they won’t let me in. ” Bao Shu said, “If the wisdom
of Guan Zhong is well used by the state, how come that it is
still in chaos? Even though Zhao Hu is brave, how come that
he will act against us exclusively?” Xiaobai said, “ Even
though Guan Zhong’s wisdom is not used effectively, don’t
you think that he is still wise? Even though Zhao Hu is not
backed by the people of the state, don’t you think that he is
still capable of plotting against us?” Bao Shu replied, “If a
state is in chaos, the advice of wise people will not be taken
and even good friends cannot cooperate well with each other.
Hence, there should be a chance to overthrow the regime. ”
He then had carts and chariots ready. Bao Shu drove the cart
in person and Xiaobai came out from Ji. Xiaobai said, “Guan
Zhong and Zhao Hu are carrying orders issued by their
sovereign. [ think I’ d better not take this risk.” He was
going to get off. Bao Shu stretched out his boots to impede
him, and he remonstrated with him, “Now if you really want
to accomplish great feats, it is the right time to take action. If
we cannot fulfill this goal, 1 am going to die for it and
therefore you can survive.” They then marched further.

When they arrived at the outskirts of the capital of Qi,
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Bao Shu ordered twenty chariots to march in the van and ten
to bring up the rear. He then told Xiaobai, “Even though
they are dubious and hostile against a couple of people among
us, they will not bear the will to kill me., If we fail, I am
going to fight in van to block out their path. ” He then vowed
in front of the other people, “If we can succeed, please follow
my order. If we fail, you’ d better help the childe out of
trouble. If you cannot manage to do that, please devote your
lives to defending him and fighting to the death. I am going to
block the way with five chariots. ” Bao Shu then fought in van
and broke into the palace. They exiled Childe Jiu. Guan
Zhong released an arrow, which hit the tache of the Xiaobai’s
belt during the fight. Guan Zhong and Zhao Hu helped Childe
Jiu escape to Lu. Duke Huan then took over the regime. In
order to enthrone Jiu again, Lu attacked Qi. However, they
could not succeed in realizing their goal.

During the same year after Duke Huan’s enthronement,
Guan Zhong was summoned to his palace. When Guan Zhong
arrived, Duke Huan asked him, “Can I safeguard our state?”
Guan Zhong replied, “If you can establish one of the most
powerful states, you can guarantee the safety of the state. If
you cannot, the state will be unsafe. ” The duke said, “I am
not so ambitious. The only thing I want to do is to safeguard
the state.” Guan Zhong forced him to agree to the goal of
establishing one of the most powerful states. The duke said
again, “I cannot do that. ” Then Guan Zhong said good-bye to
him, and he said, “You did not kill me. That’s lucky for me.

The reason why I did not die for Jiu was that I was thinking
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of safeguarding our state. However, if the state is still unsafe
with my help, I dare not live and should die for the sake of
Jiu.” He then left. When he arrived at the door, the duke
called him back. After Guan Zhong came back, he saw the
duke sweat. The duke said, “If you insist, I think I am going
to try my best to establish one of the most powerful states of
out time. ” Guan Zhong bowed twice, knelt down before him
and then he stood up and said, “Now that you have agreed to
establish one of the most powerful states, I am going to
accept the position of prime minister myself.” He then
started to issue orders to other court officials.

The other day Duke Huan summoned Guan Zhong to the
palace and told him, “Now that there is no military activity
among all the states, I think we should take this chance to
enhance our military strength a bit. ” Guan Zhong said, “No.
We should not do that. The living conditions of the people are
very hard. You should take care of the people and stop all
military actions. You should pay attention to the common
people rather than the troops. The state of Qi is still unsafe.
If you do not care for the people but attach too much
importance to the army instead, you will be alienated by our
allies abroad and lose the support of the people at home. ”
The duke said, “Okay. I see.” He then gave up that idea.

The year after Duke Huan’s enthronement, the state
became more disordered. He told Guan Zhong again that he
was going to enhance the army and improve armaments. Guan
Zhong said “No” to him again. However, he did not listen

this time and expanded the army. When Duke Huan and the
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duchess from Song were drinking in a boat, the duchess
waved the boat and Duke Huan was terrified by it. The duke
was outraged, sought a divorce with her and sent her back to
Song. The state of Song accepted the duchess and remarried
her to the marquis of the state of Cai. The next year, Duke
Huan told Guan Zhong angrily, “I am going to attack Song.”
Guan Zhong said, “No. You should not do that. I have heard
that if the state is not well governed at home, a military
action taken abroad will result in failure. ” The duke did not
listen, and he sent out troops to attack Song indeed. The
troops of other states went to rescue Song and the troops of
Qi were badly defeated. The duke was very angry. After he
came back from the battleground, he told Guan Zhong,
“Please train the troops and strengthen the armaments. Qur
soldiers are not well trained and our weapons are not powerful
enough, so that other states dare to come to rescue our

b
!

enemy. Please enhance our military strength!” Guan Zhong
said, “No. We should not do that. Qur state is in danger.
The common people are deprived of supplies and utensils and
the soldiers are encouraged to fight. That’ s the root of
chaos. Moreover, our allies will be offended, people at home
will become hostile toward the regime, and sensible and
righteous people will not come to the state of Qi. How could
there be no danger?” Bao Shu said, “Your Majesty, please do
take the advice of Guan Zhong.” However, the duke would
not listen to him. He then ordered to enhance the military

strength all across the state and increase tolls and taxes,

and ranks were conferred on bold people. Bao Shu told
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Guan Zhong, “His Majesty has promised you to establish one
of the most powerful states the other day. Now the order of
the state is becoming more and more disarranged. What are
you going to do to deal with the situation?” Guan Zhong said,
“His Majesty is hot-tempered. He has some ideas, but
sometimes he is regretful for decisions he made previously.
Please give him some time to introspect himself. 1 hope he
will realize it. ” Bao Shu said, “Do not you think that our
state will be severely damaged till the time he regrets his
decision?” Guan Zhong said, “No. It won’t be too late. I am
still taking control of the policy of the state secretly. So I
know that there is still some time before big trouble occurs.
Besides, the assistants of other sovereigns are not as excellent
as the two of us are. No one dares offend us.” The next
year, court officials were fighting one another for power and
wealth, Cases such as injury and murder happened endlessly.
Bao Shu told Guan Zhong, “So many people have been killed.
I am afraid that might cause damage to our state?” Guan
Zhong said, “Take it easy. Those who have been killed are all
greedy ones. What I am worrying about is that the sensible
and righteous people of other states do not come to serve at
our court, and the sensible and righteous people of the state
of Qi do not have the chance to be appointed to suitable
positions. That is what I am concerned with. As for those
being killed during the fight, do you think I would feel sorry
for them?”

The duke increased the military strength again. Three

years later Duke Huan was thinking of attacking Lu. He
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said, “Lu is adjacent to my state so they will not hesitate in
rescuing Song. I think I should attack and kill them.” Guan
Zhong said, “No. We should not attack Lu. As far as I
know, a sovereign who has some land should not be
interested in taking military actions, should not bear grudges
against the small cases of humiliation or repeat the same
mistakes. Thus, the state can be safeguarded. If the
sovereign 1s Interested in taking military actions, bears
grudges against the small cases of humiliation and repeats the
same mistakes, the state will be in danger. ” The duke did not
listen to him. He sent troops to attack LLu and stationed them
at Changshao. Duke Zhuang of the state of Lu mobilized his
troops to confront the troops of Qi and defeated them badly.
Duke Huan said, “I do not have enough troops. Given that I
had three times more soldiers to surround the enemy troops,
how could they have defeated me?”

During the fourth year after the enthronement of Duke
Huan, he enhanced the military strength of Qi. Ten thousand
soldiers were well equipped and five thousand chariots were
built up. He told Guan Zhong, “Now that my soldiers are
well trained and my weapons are overwhelming, I am going to
conquer Lu. ” Guan Zhong sighed and said, “The state of Qi
is in danger since you do not attach importance to your virtue
but are concerned only with military action. Many a state in
the world has ten thousand soldiers. And we are going to
send a small army to attack the big ones. We are going to lose
the support of our people at home. Moreover, troops of other

states are prepared, and people of our state are going to use
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tricks. How can our state not be endangered?” The duke did
not listen to him and attacked Lu as he wished. The troops of
Lu did not dare to confront those of Qi so they built up a fort
fifty /i away {from the capital and defended themselves there.
LLu then asked to serve as Guan Nei Hou (an attachment) for
Qi in the hope that any future invasion from Qi might be
avoided. Duke Huan agreed to that idea. Lu then sent a
messenger to Qi to ask the duke of Qi to arrange a meeting
between the two sovereigns, and he said, “Lu is a small
state, so we should not take any weapons along with us. If
we bring weapons to the meeting, it will give a signal to all
other states that we are at war with each other. So, we’d
better not take any weapons. Please agree to get rid of all
weapons. ” Duke Huan said, “QOkay.” He then ordered his
attendants not to take weapons along with them for the
appointment, Guan Zhong said, “No. We should not do that.
All other sovereigns are hostile toward you. If you are going
to withdraw the troops, there will be no problem. However,
if you wish to weaken the power of the sovereign of Lu, other
sovereigns will regard you as greedy. Thus it will lead to
future trouble. The small states will resist us forcefully, and
the big ones will get ready to attack us at any time. That’s
not good for our state.” Duke Huan did not listen to him.
Guan Zhong expostulated with him further, “You should not
show off for the appointment. How come that people of Lu
will not use weapons? I know Cao Gui. He is very tough and
atrocious. They will definitely not keep their word.” Duke

Huan did not take his advice again and insisted on attending
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the appointment. Duke Zhuang wore a sword himself and Cao
Gui carried one too. When Duke Huan stepped on the
platform, he drew out the sword hidden under the coat and
said, “Now that the border of Lu is only fifty /i away from
our capital, our state will be ruined and we will be killed in
any case.” He pointed the sword toward Duke Huan with the
left hand, pointed to himself with the right and said, “Since
we are going to die at any rate, I am going to commit suicide

”

in front of you.” Guan Zhong walked toward them.
However, Cao Gui pulled out the sword and stood between
the two steps to block the way. He said, “ The two
sovereigns are going to rearrange their plan. No one should
go up there!” Guan Zhong told Duke Huan, “Your Majesty,
please give their land back to them and make the Wen River
the border between our two states.” Duke Huan agreed to
give the land on the other side of the Wen River to Lu and
went back. After that, Duke Huan began to concentrate his
efforts on improving his policies and did not pay attention to
enhancing military strength again. All border areas were
guarded vigilantly and no wrong people were consorted. His
mistakes were introspected, and all military action was
stopped.

During the fifth year after Duke Huan’s enthronement
Song attacked Qi(another small feudatory state to the Zhou
Dynasty, which is different from Duke Huan’s state. It’s
called Qi County in today’ s Henan Province). Duke Huan
told Guan Zhong and Bao Shu, “As for Song, I have been

thinking of attacking it all the time. However, the other
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states are all aimed at rescuing it. And the sovereign of the
other state of Qi is the offspring of sensible and famous
kings. Now Song is going to attack it. And I am thinking of
rescuing it. What do you think of my idea then?” Guan Zhong
replied, “No. You should not do that. As far as I know, if a
state 1s not in order, a righteous action it takes overseas will
not be trusted by other states. If you are going to popularize
the principle of righteousness in other states, I think you need
to practice it earnestly at home first. Then the other states
will likely submit to your authority. ” Duke Huan said, “If do
not rescue the state of Qi right now, I will not have any
excuse for attacking Song any more.” Guang Zhong said,
“No sovereign should only aim at enlarging his territory.
Those who aim at gaining more territory will definitely not
hesitate in taking military action against other states. If
military action is taken too frequently, people of the state will
be deprived very badly. And when the people are badly
deprived, the sovereign will be very likely to use tricks. If the
tricks are very thoroughly planned, he can still defeat the
enemy. However, he will lose the trust of his people. When
the sovereign is not trusted by the people, there will be
tumults in the state. When there are tumults in the state, the
sovereign himself will be in danger. Therefore, ancient
people who knew the principles of ancient kings would not
compete for military strength. ” Duke Huan said, “What shall
I do then?” Guan Zhong replied, “Well, from my point of
view, I think we can present them with very significant gifts.

If that does not work, then you can let the dethroned
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sovereign of the other Qi state to take refuge here in our
state, and confer him with some land. ” Duke Huan asked Bao
Shu, “What do you think of it?” Bao Shu said, “Please do
what Guan Zhong said.” The duke then sent Cao Sunxu to
Song. However, Song would not listen to the advice of Qi
(Duke Huan’s state) and attacked the other Qi (state) as
expected. Duke Huan built up Yuan Ling and conferred it on
the dethroned sovereign of the other Qi along with one
hundred chariots and one thousand soldiers. The next year
the Di people attacked Xing. The sovereign of Xing escaped
to Qi. Duke Huan built up Yi Yi and conferred it on him
along with one hundred chariots and one thousand soldiers.
The next year, the Di people attacked Wei. The sovereign of
Wei escaped to take refuge in Xu. Duke Huan was thinking of
conferring some land on him; however, Xi Peng and Bin
Xuwu expostulated with him, “No, you should not do that.
These three states have been ruined one after another because
they were too small. And now you are paying too much
attention to reestablishing the deceased states, how come if
the territory of our state is used up?” Duke Huan asked Guan
Zhong for his advice, “What shall I do?” Guan Zhong said,
“If you get the good reputation of being virtuous, then you
will definitely benefit from it, Please do it the way you want
to do.” The duke asked Bao Shu again. Bao Shu said,
“Please just follow Guan Zhong’s advice. ” Duke Huan built
up Chu Qiu and conferred it on the dethroned sovereign of
Wei along with five hundred chariots and five thousand

soldiers.
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The second year after the state of Wei was reestablished,
Duke Huan asked Guan Zhong what he should do next. Guan
Zhong said, “Please modify the policies and encourage the
people to act according to the moral education at home, thus
you can win the trust of other states.” The duke promised
him to do so. He then ordered to reduce tolls and taxes and
established a system on taxes and salaries. After that, Guan
Zhong expressed his ideas to the duke again. He said,
“Please extend greetings to the sick. I hope that you will only
reward people but not punish anyone for the next five years.
Then sovereigns of other states will submit to your
authority. ” The duke said, “Okay, I will do that. ” After that
advice was taken, Guan Zhong went to the duke to express
his idea further, “Regarding our diplomatic protocols, I think
we should present small states with leopard skins and allow
them to reciprocate with deer skins. And we should present
small states with horses and allow them to reciprocate with
dogs.” Duke Huan promised him to do that. Guan Zhong
then asked the duke to reward both people of the state of Qi
at home and sovereigns of other states abroad. The duke
said, “Okay.” And that advice was taken. Guan Zhong
rewarded people of the state and the duke rewarded
sovereigns of other states. In order to make others believe
that all promises of the state would be fulfiled, they sent
huge amounts of money to congratulate sovereigns of other
states when they had done something good; they sent some
clothes to intellectuals of other states for congratulation when

they had done something good; they sent precious seals to
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officials of other states when they had persuaded their
sovereigns to do something good. After all these were done,
the duke asked Guan Zhong again, “What shall I do now?”
Guan Zhong said, “Xi Peng is very intelligent and ready to
take action swiftly. You can appoint him to take charge of the
diplomatic affairs with the eastern states. Bin Xuwu 1is
adamant and pure-hearted. You can appoint him to take
charge of the diplomatic affairs with the western states.
According to the moral education of the state of Wei, the
people there are unreliable and aimed at taking advantages.
Childe Kai Fang is that kind of person—he is intelligent and
can react quickly to a situation, does not stick to any long-
term goals but likes new ideas. So, you can send him to Wei
as a diplomat. According to the moral education of the state
of Lu, the people there are interested in these Six Confucian
Classics and behave exactly in accordance with the rules of
propriety. Ji You is that kind of person—he is humble,
erudite, familiar with the rules of propriety and able to take
small actions according to the principle of honesty. You can
send him as a diplomat to Lu. According to the moral
education of the state of Chu, the people there are very
shrewd and interested in profits. They do not behave
righteously but stick to unimportant promises. Mengsun is
that kind of person—he is familiar with morality, skilful at
persuading, does not act according to the principle of
righteousness but can make himself trusted by fulfiling many
unimportant promises. You can send him as a diplomat to

Chu. Thus, the small states will be obedient to you and the
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big ones will submit to your authority. So you can start to
popularize your moral education and policies. ” The duke said,
“Okay.” He then sent Childe Kai Fang to Wei, sent Ji You to
Lu and Mengsun to Chu. The sovereigns of all other states
subimitted to his authority in five years.

The Di people attacked the state of Qi. Duke Huan
notified sovereigns of the other states as follows, “Please
come to rescue us. Please promise and make sure that the big
states will provide two hundred chariots and two thousand
soldiers for our service and the small ones will send one
hundred chariots and one thousand soldiers each. ” All states
promised to do so. Qi sent out one thousand chariots and
vanguards to lead the attack. Their troops arrived in Yuan
LLing and then the fight started after the troops of other states
arrived. The Di people were badly defeated. For trophies
obtained from the enemies, such as chariots, weapons and
other things, they were distributed to those small states that
came to rescue Qi. And the territory of Di was divided and
given to those big states located near the Di area. However,
the capital of Di should not be plundered. Nevertheless, the
Marquis of Bei Zhou did not come to rescue Qi. Duke Huan
arranged a meeting with the Marquis of Nan Zhou in Zhao
Ling. He told him, “The sovereign of Di was so tyrannical
that he violated the orders of the Son of Heaven and invaded
the small states. In order to fulfill the will of Heaven, I
ordered all states to come to our rescue for the sake of the Son
of Heaven. However, the Marquis of Bei Zhou did not send

troops here. He did not follow the instructions of the Son of
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Heaven and was so arrogant toward the sovereigns of all
other states. Please allow me to bring him to justice and kill
him. ” The sovereigns of other states all agreed. Duke Huan
then sent out troops to march toward the north to attack the
state of Ling Zhi., As a result, Mountain Fu Zhi was
occupied, the sovereign of Gu Zhu was killed and the Shan
Rong people were put under strict supervision. After he came
back, Duke Huan asked Guan Zhong, “ What shall I do
now?” Guan Zhong replied, “Please tell the sovereigns of
other states to store some foodstuffs for their people. If any
other states are short of military strength, you can reinforce
their army at your own cost. Thus you can start to issue
orders to them. ” Duke Huan then told all other sovereigns to
store enough foodstuffs so that the need of the people could
be met for the next three years. And then the spare could be
used to enhance their military strength. If they did not have
enough money to enhance the military strength, they could
make a report to the state of Qi. Qi would help them
gratuitously, After that advice was taken, Duke Huan asked
Guan Zhong again, “What shall T do now?” Guan Zhong
replied, “Please examine the order between sovereigns and
officials, fathers and sons, and then you can make other
states follow your policy.” Duke Huan asked, “How can I
examine that?” Guan Zhong replied, “Make sure that the
sovereigns of other states cannot appoint anyone among their
concubines to be the first lady out of their own will, cannot
execute any high-ranking official out of their own will, cannot

reward anyone with no contribution to the state out of their
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own will, and that both intellectuals and common people
cannot divorce their wives, build up dikes, store grain or
lumber woods out of their own will. After these edicts have
been issued for one year, examine how well they have been
carried out and punish those who have not acted in accordance
with them.” The duke then issued these edicts to sovereigns
of other states and they all promised to carry them out, At
the end of that year, people of Wu attacked Gu. Troops of all
other states were sent there at Duke Huan’ s service even
before orders from Duke Huan had reached them. Duke Huan
sent out one thousand chariots to meet troops of other states
at Jing. People of Wu fled even before the massive forces of
the alliance arrived. The sovereigns of other states called
their troops back. After Duke Huan came back, he asked
Guan Zhong, “What shall 1 do now?” Guan Zhong said,
“Now you can popularize your policy among all other states. ”
He then continued, “For princes of all sovereigns, if they will
not treat their parents with filial piety, will not treat their
younger brothers with love or treat old and excellent officials
with respect during the next two years, they will be
sentenced to death. For all ministers who are in charge of
administering policies of their states, if they will not
accomplish any achievement during the next three years, they
will be punished. For other high-ranking court officials, if
they will not expostulate with their sovereigns when their
sovereigns have done something wrong, or recommend
intellectuals and other people when they have done something

good, they will be punished. If virtues such as sagacity and
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filial piety of some intellectuals and the common people are
known to local officials, they will be rewarded. ” Duke Huan
accepted these ideas and carried them out. All sovereigns of
the states located nearby offered to serve him. Duke Huan
had arranged six meetings during which chariots were
mustered, three meetings during which carts were mustered,
and he governed the state of Qi for forty-two years.

During the nineteenth year after the enthronement of
Duke Huan, he reduced all tolls and taxes. Only two percent
of the turnover was levied, Grain was collected from farmers
according to the conditions of their fields every two years.
Three tenths was collected when the harvest was good. Two
tenths was collected when the harvest was moderate. One
tenth was collected when the harvest was under the average.
When the harvest was too bad, no tax was levied on farmers
and thus, they could make up during the next year if the
harvest was not bad at that time.

Duke Huan appointed Bao Shu to examine all officials to
recommend the outstanding ones among them, appointed
Yanzi to examine people with no position and farmers to
recommend the outstanding ones among them, appointed
Gaozi to examine the handworkers and businessmen to
recommend the outstanding ones among them, appointed
Guozi to take charge of the lawsuits, sent Xi Peng to the
eastern states as a diplomat and Bin Xuwu to the western
states and appointed Fu Zheng to supervise all houses and
buildings. All officials were ordered to live near the palace;

people with no position and farmers were ordered to settle
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down near the gate of the capital; and handworkers and
businessmen were ordered to live close to the markets. Post-
houses were built up every thirty /7 to store food and goods,
and officials were appointed to take charge of them. When
diplomats of others states were sent to the state of Qi on
diplomatic missions, the state of Qi would send one person to
transport their luggage in one carriage. When these diplomats
stayed over in Qi, some people would be sent there to feed
their horses and prepare meals for them. Receipts of room
and board provided for these foreign guests should be kept
both by these diplomats themselves and by the officials of Qi
who take charge of it. And the foreign diplomats must pay
fees to the state of Qi for their utilities themselves. If the
guests were not treated courteously or the amount of the fees
was miscalculated, those who were responsible for it would
be punished. When an ordinary person wished to appeal to
the local authority, but the sub-official in charge delayed
notifying the appeal for seven days, he would be put into
prison. When an intellectual wished to appeal to the local
authority, but the sub-officral in charge delayed notifying the
appeal for five days, he would be put into prison. When the
offspring of powerful and wealthy people wished to appeal to
the local authority, but the sub-official in charge delayed
notifying the appeal for two days, he would be put into
prison. Local officials who recommended intellectuals
originating from other states to the government of Qi were
rewarded according to the capability and sagacity of the

persons they recommended. If the people they recommended
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committed some misconducts, these local officials would not
be punished for that. Bao Shu was ordered to select officials
for the state. Officials who devoted themselves to the state,
had accomplished great achievements and conducted nothing
wrong, were regarded as first-rate; those who did not have
much contribution, but, under their supervision, the fields
were well cultivated and all cases of lawsuits were examined
and handled seriously were regarded as second-rate; those
who had both contributions and misconducts, were committed
to their tasks but not really capable of fulfiling them and
under their supervision, most of the land was uncultivated,
and the lawsuits were not effectively and seriously settled
were regarded as third-rate, Yanzi was ordered to recommend
the offspring of powerful and wealthy people. Those who did
not behave arrogantly, did not lead overly luxurious lives,
treated the young with love and the old with respect were
regarded as first-rate; those who could meet two of the above-
mentioned demands were regarded as second-rate; those who
could meet only one of them were regarded as third-rate. As
for intellectuals, those who could meet all these three
demands—humbleness, respect for the old and the powerful,
and decent behavior were regarded as first-rate; those who
could meet two of the three demands were regarded as
second-rate; those who could meet only one of them were
regarded as third-rate. As for farmers, those who worked
assiduously, was obedient to their parents and older brothers
and did many favours to others were regarded as first-rate;

those who could meet two of the above-mentioned demands
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were regarded as second-rate; those who could meet only one
of them were regarded as third-rate. Gaozi was ordered to
recommend outstanding handworkers and businessmen,
Those who were obedient to their parents and older brothers,
treated the old with respect and take their duties seriously
were regarded as first-rate; those who could meet two of the
above-mentioned three demands were regarded as second-
rate; those who could meet only one of them were regarded as
third-rate. Guozi was ordered to judge the lawsuits according
to reality. After the three high-ranking court officials were
selected, they were sent to the local governments for
practice. Guan Zhong would interview them and held talks
with them. He then introduced them to the sovereign. After
they had been examined for one year, the sovereign would
appoint them to suitable positions. Guan Zhong told Bao Shu,
“As for officials serving at the government, if these
three cases occur—committing misconducts instead of
accomplishing achievements, being not capable of putting the
territories under their jurisdiction in order and leaving most of
the fields uncultivated, or not judging the lawsuits seriously
and scrupulously, they should be punished without mercy, ”
He then told Yanzi, “As for the offspring of powerful and
wealthy families, if these three cases occur—leading overly
luxurious life, looking down on their colleagues, and being
addicted to savory and delicious food, they should be
punished without mercy. As for intellectuals, if these three
cases occur—not behaving decently, not respectful, and

aiming at enriching themselves, they should be punished
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without mercy, As for farmers, if these three cases occur—
not obeying their parents or older brothers, not working
hard, and doing no favour to others, they should be punished
without mercy. ” He then told Guozi, “As for handworkers
and businessmen, if these three cases occur—not obeying
their parents or older brothers, not taking their career
seriously but offending the old, and using tricks, they should
be punished without mercy. If they have done nothing wrong
to their parents or older brothers and are praised by the local
people who know them, the sub-officials in charge should
recommend them. And the sovereign will use them. When
they are proved to be really excellent, the sub-officials will be
rewarded. And if they have any mistakes, the sub-officials
will not be punished for it. However, if the sub-officials
refused to recommend them, they will be dismissed from
office. If those who have not done anything wrong to their
parents and older brothers, but are not praised by the local
people are recommended by the sub-officials in charge, the
sovereign will use them too. When they are proved to be
really excellent, the sub-officials will be rewarded with the
first-class awards. However, if they are found not good at
all, the sub-officials who have recommended them should be
punished. ” Duke Huan told Guozi, “As for the rules between
the powerful and the powerless, people should carry them out
together with their fathers when they are at home, they
should carry them out together with their mentors when they
are out of home, and they should carry them out together

with their sovereign when they are serving at the
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government, If they do not devote their lives to defending the
above-mentioned three rules when they are threatened, or if
they cannot realize the threat to these rules at all, they will be
punished without mercy. Regarding judging lawsuits,
righteousness should not be traded for human relationship or
salaries and do not leave the wealthy who have committed
crimes at large. Those who offends this rule should be

punished without mercy. ”
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19. The Medium Historical Document of the State of Qi

Guan Zhong calculated the administrative expenses of the
state and found that two thirds of the expenditure were used
to treat the diplomats or guests of other states and only one
third was used for domestic affairs. Guan Zhong was afraid
and reported it to Duke Huan. The duke said, “Why are you
worrying that much? For all guests from our neighboring
states, they are happy to stay in our state when they are sent
here for diplomatic missioné. And they will praise our
hospitality when they go back to their own states. Thus we
are held in high repute all across the world. Contrarily, if all
those foreigners who are staying in our state are not happy
with our treatment, and they will speak ill of us when they go
back, we will be notorious all across the world.
Nevertheless, we will not be short of millet since we have
land. And we will not be short of utensils since we have
wood. When our millet is used up, we can grow it again.
When our goods run out, we can have them made too. The
most important thing for a sovereign is a good reputation.
Why should we pay too much attention to wealth?” Guan
Zhong said, “That is the wisdom of Your Majesty. ” The
duke asked him, “ Now our people are concerned with
improving the military strength of our state and I am thinking
of attacking those unrighteous big states. Shall I do that?”
Guan Zhong replied, “No. You should not do that. We are

still short of weapons. Please reduce the punishment to the
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guilty to increase the supply of our armaments.” Hence,
those who should be sentenced to death would not be
executed any more and those who should be punished would
be absolved if they would contribute some weapons to atone
for their misdeeds. Every criminal waiting for the execution
of the death penalty could be exempted from the penalty by
donating a set of armor made of rhinoceros skin along with a
halberd. Every prisoner held in custody could be pardoned by
contributing a shield big enough to protect the chest along
with a halberd. Anyone who was guilty only for some
peccadilloes could atone for them with one jun (an ancient
Chinese unit equivalent to fifteen kilograms) of metal. And
those who had accused others in order to make trouble out of
nothing could get atonement with a truss of arrows. The
duke said, “Now that we have enough weapons, I am
thinking of attacking those unrighteous big states. Shall I do
that?” Guan Zhong replied, “If only the people all across the
state are well cared, then you can attack the evil ones abroad;
if only the safety of families of all ministers and officials of
our state are guaranteed, then you can rescue other states
when they are in danger; if only some of our territory has
been conferred on small states, then you can attack those
unrighteous big states; if only sensible, capable and kind
people are used at the government, then you can ban abusive,
evil and mean people. Hence, sovereigns in ancient times
would dismiss something old first before they set up
something new. And if some benefit from these actions there

must also be some who might be hurt by them. ” Duke Huan
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said, “During ancient times, the Three King Ancestors all
had killed their sovereigns. Nevertheless, whenever people
talk about kindness and righteousness, they will regard the
Three King Ancestors as paragons. I do not know the reason
for that.” Guan Zhong replied, “During ancient times Yu
unified the world and put it in good order. However, when it
came to Jie, the order of the world was severely disarranged,
so Tang exiled Jie to reconsolidate the achievement
established by Yu previously. And then Tang unified the
world and put it in good order. However, when it came to
Zhou, the order of the world was severely disarranged, so
King Wu attacked Zhou to reconsolidate the achievement
established by Tang. Moreover, during the history of human
beings, all those evil sovereigns have been attacked and
toppled down by kind and sensible ones. And that has not
changed so far. Why are you dubious about that?” The duke
asked again, “What kind of things led to the dying out of
those ancient kingdoms?” Guan Zhong replied, “ They
attached too much importance to enlarging their territories
and gaining treasures, but did not pay any attention to the
deteriorated relations with other states, They attached too
much importance to enriching themselves and accumulating
wealth, but did not pay any attention to winning over their
people. They attached too much importance to those who
were close to them but did not pay any attention to those who
were distant and therefore were discarded by them.
Regarding the three above-mentioned cases, if a state had

one, it would definitely be weakened. If it had them all, it

6L Jeydey) m
1Zueno

€D
F
=
7
L
e
72

R
=]
=
=
=
=<
=
-
T
o=
=
MMM
e
oy ]

489




G+RHE HNEE

[([Rx]
£, "ZBREX . MHRE . EHBIZH,. LPERE AMERE T E

t.”

BEAEBENRE HBMHL."A5E MR, B AMES.
THRBR, AEF. BEHFE.LHB. XARE . H=17.BHFEH. 2
BECEARMTHMKMAC,EABUNBR, MAKREEANH,
K 7" R BT, T ERTEE AR EHMRA KR
M, ZRASELHFPE. 2AEF;L#EE, A0 . “BAFK+H
MR, HUNBRTRE MXAETEAME RO d . "5 8 .

[4$i%]
R, FRMTABREGFAROE L, BRARAARX T X 28, 2R L
FTHEGRE, MEAT CNELFHGHRE,”

BASTEFRL K ARELIEZERBLAAEE RN BT
—o#Ht  HAAELERETRE, REXRT TR . REBLEMN., 544
BTRAE BAFTHEBR AATEBE AN E, 283 =8, T4
AT, BAXBE . “HTEHRFLEAFRTHE, Lo
FETHHXHPAEMAN XREL2DF7HRE BAILAE &, £ ¥k
EEHEAEB . BARRBRT E O R, R BT R, F AR
FEARE A8 R Bl 3t 35 40 B 42 0T 4 B) BB P 8], A8 3 R B 4k ki,
RBFLENARINEET BAL.“AFERTEREFEHFR, B H
ART BEHFAERAN, Rk AH 2IHEK7”EFHFDER.“B L



would definitely be ruined. Hence, those ancient sovereigns
who had incurred subversion of their regimes and severe
damages to their states were not inclined for this kind of
destination at all. Nonetheless, they could not extricate
themselves from the temporary pleasure they were addicted
to, nor could they realize that it would lead to severe future
disasters. ”

Once Duke Huan told Guan Zhong, “Please come to my
place and 1 am going to treat you.” And then he had the
banquet prepared, had a new well dug and covered it up with
firewood. He then took a fast for ten days and invited Guan
Zhong to his place. When Guan Zhong arrived, the duke held
the jue (an ancient wine vessel with three legs and a loop
handle) and the duchess held the zun (a kind of wine vessel)
to welcome him. After three toasts, Guan Zhong went out
quickly. The duke was angry. He said, “I have fasted for ten
days before I invited Zhongfu(Guan Zhong) for a drink. And
I personally think that I am serious enough. However,
Zhongfu just went out of his own free will without saying
anything to me. Why?” Bao Shu and Xi Peng went out
quickly to chase Guan Zhong and caught up with him on the
way. They told Guan Zhong that the duke was angry. Guan
Zhong came back. He stood against the screen at the gate,
but the duke did not talk to him. He then walked to the
middle of the yard, but the duke did not talk to him either,
Then he walked a few steps farther and stood in front of the

hall. The duke said, “I have fasted for ten days and then

invited you for a drink. I think I am not guilty this way.
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However, you just left without saying even one word to me, 1
do not understand why you acted in this way?” Guan Zhong
replied, “ As far as I know, those who are addicted to
pleasure will have hardships; those who are addicted to
savory food must be short of virtue; those who do not work
hard at the court does not have suitable policies; those who
damage the state will endanger the throne. So I dared to walk

out. ” The duke then stepped down from the hall and said, “I

dare not doodle away my time for entertainment.

Nevertheless, you are getting very old and I am not at the
prime of life any more. Thus I was thinking of treating you
and comforting you for a while. ” Guan Zhong said, “I heard
that those who are at the prime of life should not be sluggish
and those who are old should not seek momentary ease.,
Acting according to the principles of Heaven, things should
wind up properly. The failure of those three kings (Jie of the
Xia Dynasty, Zhou of the Shang Dynasty and You of the Zhou
Dynasty) did not come overnight. Why would you seek
momentary ease?” After that, Guan Zhong walked out and
the duke bowed to him twice, and treated him the same way
as if he were saying good-bye to a diplomat. The next day,
while Guan Zhong was working at the court, the duke told
him, “Would you please tell me something about the prestige
of a sovereign?” Guan Zhong replied, “Well, the prestige of a
sovereign means that his people love him, his neighboring
states admire him and people all over the world trust him, ”
The duke said, “Good. But how shall one start if he wishes

to establish the prestige?” Guan Zhong replied, “He should
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start by cultivating his mind, followed by governing the state
orderly and ended by putting the whole world in great order. ”
The duke said, “Please tell me how to cultivate the mind. ”
Guan Zhong replied, “Make sure that all the apertures and
blood vessels are open and work well. Thus you can prolong
your lifespan, improve your temper and enhance your virtue.
That is the so-called cultivating your mind. ” The duke said,

»”

“Please tell me how to govern the state.” Guan Zhong
replied, “ Appoint sensible and capable people to suitable
positions, take good care of the well-being of the common
people, reestablish the ruined states overseas, support the
clans being threatened, use offspring of those who have
devoted their lives to the state, reduce taxes and lighten
penalties, These are the most important rules for governing
the state. ” The duke said, “Please tell me how to organize
the whole world.” Guan Zhong replied, “Make sure that
regulations can be complied with but not too trenchantly.
Make sure that punishments are reasonable but do not absolve
the ferocious. Make sure that officials in charge of justice are
clement but do not procrastinate any lawsuit, that those who
have been treated unjustly can be protected under the law,
diplomats can communicate freely and people at home feel
peaceful and satisfied. That is the way of organizing the

world. ”
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20. The Small Historical Document of the State of Qi

After Duke Huan came back to Qi from Jii, he appointed
Bao Shuya to be the prime minister. Bao Shu rejected it and
said, “As an official, I am mediocre. You have given me
enough to prevent me from cold and starvation. That is a
great favour to me. However, regarding governing the state,
I am not capable or qualified for it. And 1 think except for
Guan Yiwu(Guan Zhong), no one is qualified for that. I am
not as good as Guan Yiwu in five aspects: regarding being
clemency and caring the people, I am not as good as he is;
regarding organizing the state and putting it on the right
track, I am not as good as he is; regarding communicating
with other states and gaining their trust with honesty, I am
not as good as he is; regarding establishing and modifying the
proprieties and making sure that they will be complied with
by people all across the state, I am not as good as he is;
regarding deploying troops and encﬁ)uraging the morale of the
common people during the time of war, I am not as good as
he is. Hence, the relationship of Guan Zhong to our people is
just like the relationship of parents to their children. If we are
going to administer those children, we should not cast away
th