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This book selects 100 humorous stories from 25 joke collections from the early
Sui to the late Qing Dynasty, including among many others Smile Alluring
Records written by Hou Bai in the early Sui Dynasty, Laughter Mansion,
Laughter Mansion Expanded, and Telling Tales complied by Feng Menglong,
famous writer of the Ming dynasty. The pithy and humorous jokes show in a
profile the lifestyle and mentality of Chinese people over the long history.
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The Classics Bring a
Modem China to the World

Pubication Note

The Traditional Chinese Culture Classical Series originated from the
Chinese-English 100 Bilingual Series, the most popular one in the last two
decades of the 20th century in China. The series had so impressed
generations of English learners and admirers of Chinese culture that still
leaves a deep impression in readers’ mind. The books were their primary
reading materials of English language, resourceful teacher and intimate
friend, witnessing a perennial youth in pursuit of knowledge and success.

The series gradually came into being through the cooperation
between China Translation and Publication Corporation (CTPC) and Hong
Kong Commercial Press in 1980s and 1990s. The series was compiled
and translated together by a group of outstanding scholars and professors.

To bring the superb quality of the previous series into full play, CTPC
has put enormous effort in revising and reorganizing it, drawing from the
contributions by renowned translation scholars and experts in China. Their
critical assessment and compilation with regards to topics, original
selections, English translations, and overall layouts will surely stand to the
reader’s demand and create a new image of Chinese culture, that is, in
“The Traditional Chinese Culture Classical Series”.

The Traditional Chinese Culture Classical Series enjoys rich content
and realizes our reader-oriented principle. To these ends, we add modern
Chinese renditions, annotations, pronunciations, and highlighted classical
sentences while removing those obscure and tedious sections, in an
effort to make the series both popular and pragmatic.

Characteristic of holistic configuration and harmonious unity between
the fine format and the excellent content, the Traditional Chinese Culture
Classical Series will certainly be cherished by readers from both home and
abroad.
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The one hundred humorous stories collected in this volume have
been selected from ANTHOLOGY OF CHINESE HUMOROUS
STORIES THROUGH THE AGES compiled by Wang Ligi and
published by the Shanghai Ancient Books Publishing House in 1981.
Humorous stories written by Chinese writers through the ages are
legion and the earliest dates back to the Kingdom of Wei (220—265)
when Handan Chun wrote his JEST BOOKS. The anthologist chose
his pieces from more than 70 books of all kinds, covering a period
from the Three Kingdoms up to the latter part of the Qing Dynasty.
The pieces chosen generally embodied the characteristic features of the
humorous stories written by prominent writers at different epochs.
Short and pithy, they dramatized the farcical episodes of the common
people’s life under the prevailing social conditions. The real life of the
common people was the fountainhead of source material for creative
writing. On the basis of the superficial phenomena of all affairs of life,
writers of humorous stories were able to draw the most sweeping
generalizations. They probed into the essence of things and by
highlighting the salient features of universal significance uglified the
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villains in their stories, thus reproducing characters remarkably true to
life. And by artistic exaggeration they brought out with their trenchant
pen the wickedness of the feudal society and the evils of bureaucracy
and cor rupted morals.

Generally speaking, humorous stories in ancient China were
originally and for m any years circulated orally among the people.
Later, it was through the re-creative efforts of the literati in feudal
China that many of them appeared in manuscript.

Naturally enough, the appeal of the humorous stories lies mainly in
their humour—pure, spontaneous and irresistible. This notwithstanding,
humorous stories are at bottom an unrelenting indictment of injustice
and of humanity in general at any time. Permeated with the rich flavour
of life and characterized by simplicity, freshness and creditability—often
accompanied with a moralizing message—they offered comic glimpses
of the Chinese people of all walks of life. Enormously interested in
people, these writers were capable of swift and compassionate insights
into the average person and their sympathy invariably went to the
underdog, the little man or woman struggling on in the maze of
contemporary life.

Writers of humorous stories in ancient China were noted for the
sharpness of their observation, the trenchancy of their social criticism
and the depth of their concern for human suffering. As to artistic form
and technique of expression, they were adept at grasping typical cases
and refining the literary raw material gathered from life. In the process
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of creative writing, they gave full play to their imagination; yet their
negative characters, though usually made to look exceptionally stupid
and clumsy, were nevertheless true to type. These characters, moreover,
were so shown and so brought into action that as little as possible of
them had gone to waste. With simple, light touches and in a succinct
style, the writers of humorous stories laid bare the true features of
certain great personages—hypocrisy, pedantry, avarice, ignorance,
incompetence, deceit, indolence, etc. and past personages were often
used to disparage their present-day counterparts. Therefore, as the
writers jibed at the heartless rich and the venal officials, some of us,
perhaps, may have the feelings that their thrusts have been directed at
them.

Not all humorous stories are based on actual persons and events.
One of the time-honoured techniques of writers of this genre of folk
literature is to invent plots for their stories. Fantastic as they are, the
plots usually reflect reality. By drawing on their life experience, the
writers epitomize life, create images of their heroes and give
prominence to the theme. As a matter of fact, the reader does not ask
for truth of phenomenon but truth of essence. An invented artistic
image, if portrayed true to life, possesses an indisputable artistic value
and affords important materials for historical research.

Of course, like other genres of folk literature, there are good
humorous stories and bad ones. Some of them enjoy great popularity

because their authors have been able to exploit the given relationships
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and inherent contradictions between the characters and clothe their
thoughts with languages peculiar to each.

The stories collected in this volume have been arranged in
chronological order. In rendering them into English, I have made every
endeavour to be faithful to the original and capture the spirit of this
genre of folk literature in ancient China. I hope lovers of classical
Chinese literature and those interested in Chinese-English translation

may find this collection worthy of their attention.

Lu Yunzhong
February 1985

PREFACE
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

A Snake in the
Twelfth Moon
Doesn’t Bite

During the Sui Dynasty (581-618), there lived a clever man
who spoke with a slight stutter. Whenever the Minister Yang
Su felt bored and listless, he would invite this man over to have
a chat. One evening toward the close of the year when they
sat facing each other, Yang asked him more in jest than in
earnest:

“Supposing you find yourself in a pit ten feet deep and ten
feet in circumference, how would you get out?”

The man lowered his head, meditating for some time, and
asked:

“Is there a IH-ladder?”

“No,” replied Yang. “l wouldn’t have asked you if there
were a ladder.”

Again the man lowered his head meditating. Some time
later, he inquired:

“In br-br-broad daylight? Or at n-n-night?”

“No need to ask whether it’s in broad daylight or at night,”
replied Yang. “The question is how would you get out.”
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

“I’'m not blind,” retorted the man. “If it isn’t after
night-fall, how the hell could | fall into it?”

At that Yang burst out laughing and followed up with an-
other question:

“Supposing you were a general sent to a small city be-
sieged by an enemy tens of thousands strong. The garrison
there numbered less than one thousand, and the provisions
would suffice only for a few days. What would you do?”

The man hung down his head, pondering over the problem
for a long time. Then he asked:

“Any re-reinforcements for-forthcoming?”

“No,” replied Yang, “that’s why | asked you.”

After muttering to himself for a good while, the man raised
his head and said:

“If the situation is as you said, I’m afraid we’re just about
done for.”

At that Yang burst into laughter again and then put to the
man the last question:

“l know you’re a very capabie man and there’s scarcely
anything you can’t do. It so happened that someone in my
family got bitten today by a snake. Will you see to the snake
bite?”

“Well,” said the man in response, “go to the south wall
and get hold; of some s-snow which fell on the fifth day of the
fifth moon. Ap-apply it to the bite, and he’li get well in no

time.”
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

“But,” protested Yang, “it never snows in the fifth moon.”
“No,” the man agreed. “In the twelfth moon, where can
you find a snake that bites?”

Much amused by his remarks, Yang Su let the man go.

Hou Bai: Qi yan lu (Collection of Jokes)
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Through The Ages

Longevity

While Pu Chuanzheng was serving as county magistrate in
Hangzhou, a sorcerer begged for an audience. Though over 90
years of age, the sorcerer had the complexion of a baby.
Chuanzheng was very glad to see the old man and inquired of
him the secret of long life.

“Well,” said the sorcerer, “my method is simple and easy
to follow. There’s no taboo whatsoever. Just keep away from
women, that’s all.”

At this the magistrate meditated for some time and said:

“In that case, what’s the use of living to be one thousand

years old?”

Fan Zhengmin: Xie jue (Humourous Stories)
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A Quip from “Stories
about Master Yan”

Once upon a time, Yan Ying® was sent to the State of

Chu® on a diplomatic mission. The Emperor of Chu, when told
that Yan Ying was a man of quick wits and rare eloguence,
wanted to have a chance to take the edge off his spirit.

One day, while granting an audience to Yan Ying, the
Emperor bade his attendants to tie up a convict and drag him
across the hall.

“Who is that man?” demanded the Emperor.

“He is a native of Qi®,” answered his attendants.

“What crime is he guilty of?” again the Emperor demanded.

“Theft,” was the reply.

Turning to Yan Ying, the Emperor inquired:

“The people of Qi go in for stealing?”

“Your Majesty must have heard that tangerines grow to
the south of the lower reaches of the Yangtse River,” said
Yang Ying, “and that if transplanted to the north, the tree would
bear trifoliate oranges@ instead of tangerines. It’s the soil and
water that account for this change. That man there had never
stolen anything in Qi. Yet he turned thief in Chu. Evidently it’s

the social customs here that brought about this change.”
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

The Emperor of Chu and all his attendants were struck

dumb with shame.

Zhou Wengqi: Kai yan lu (Anthology of Jokes)

~ w
"y .

Notes

® Yan Ying (? — 500 B.C.), a senior official of the State of Qi in the
Spring and Autumn Period (770 B.C. — 476 B.C\) ‘

® Chu (11th cen. B.C. — 223 B.C.), an ancient country in feudal
China.

@ Qi (11th cen. B.C. — 221 B.C.), an ancient country in feudal China.

@ The trifoliate orange (Poncirus trifoliata), otherwise known as
“stinking orange,” tastes sour but can be used as a crude drug.
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What the Guest
Says in Reply

A man was staying at his father-in-law’s house very much
beyond his time. One day, the impatient father-in-law finally
said to him:

“It’s nice of you to have come a long way to visit us. Now
that all our fowls have been butchered, there are no more
delicacies we can entertain you with. | hope you won’t mind.”

Too thick-skinned to heed the gentle hint, the son-in-law
replied:

“Dad, don’t you worry. The day | got here, | saw in the
valley a herd of fat deer. Why not catch some and have them
roasted. The venison will surely last us for many days.”

“But,” protested the father-in-law, “it’s been over a month
since you came. The deer must have left.”

“l guess not,” replied his son-in-law. “Where there is a

good feed, one is reluctant to leave.”

Chen Yuanjing: Feng yue xiao lin (Wind and Moon Jest Book)
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Chinese Jokes

Grandson

Master Ai had a grandson about ten years old. As he was
wicked and not eager to learn, his grandfather often gave him a
good caning. In spite of the punishment, the boy refused to
mend his ways. His father, therefore, was awfully afraid this
only son of his would not long survive this frequent caning. So
every time Master Ai took his son to task, he would weep and
intercede with his father for his son. This usually infuriated
Master Ai who would say:

“Do | know how to teach your son for you?”

With that he would cane the boy all the more. There was
nothing the father could do about it.

One snowy day, Master Ai, having caught his grandson
pressing snowballs, made him knee! down in the snow after
stripping his coat off. The boy’s father, seeing that his poor
son was shivering with cold and not daring to say a word, took
off his own coat and knelt down beside his son. Very much
surprised, Master Ai inquired:

“Your son is guilty and deserves punishment. But why on
earth should you kneel there beside him?”

“Since you’'re freezing my son to death,” replied the

Through The Ages
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Chinese Jokes

# Through The Ages

father, “| want to freeze yours to death. It’s just tit for tat.”
Master Ai was very much amused at these remarks and

let the boy go.

Lu Zhuo: Aizi hou yu (Master Ai (Appendix))
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Amnesia

There lived in the State of Qi a man who had a very bad
memory. While walking, he would forget to stop; while
sleeping, he would forget to rise. His wife was very much
worried about this and said to him one day:

“I’ve heard that Master Ai is a very learned man with a
glib tongue. He can even bring the dying back to life. Why don’t
you go and consult him?”

“Good idea! ” the man agreed.

So he set out on horseback, bow and arrow in hand.
Before he had covered a distance of 30 i ® he felt a call of
nature. He dismounted and, after sticking the arrow into the
ground and tying the horse to a tree, crouched down to relieve
himself. This done, he stood up and looking to the left caught
sight of the arrow.

“Wow ! ” he cried. “what a narrow escape! | wonder
where that stray arrow came from. it nearly hit me.”

Then, looking to the right, he saw the horse.

“Well, welll ” he said with joy. “ Though i’ve been badly
frightened, |1’ m now rewarded with this windfall of a horse.”

Seizing the bridle of the horse, he was about to turn round

21
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when he inadvertently stepped on his own excrement.
Stamping his foot, he cried:

“Damn! This pile of dog’s dung has soiled my shoe.
What a pity!”

Whipping his horse, he galloped off in the wrong direction.
Not long afterwards, he arrived home. Pacing up and down in
front of his own house, he muttered to himself:

“Whose house is this? Can this be the residence of
Master Ai?”

At this moment, his wife saw him. Guessing that his
memory must have taken leave of him again, she let loose a
torrent of abuse. Very much upset, the man complained:

“I’ve never seen you before in my life. Why hurl insults at

me like that, lady?”

Lu Zhuo: Aizi hou yu (Master Ai (Appendix))

Note

@ A liis a distance of 500 metres.
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Shorty Xing

There was a jinshi ® named Xing who was short of
stature. Once he fell into the hands of a robber on Poyang
Lake. After stripping him of all his valuables, the robber thought
of killing him so as to remove the cause of future trouble. As
he raised his sword, Xing said:

“People are already calling me Shorty Xing. if you must
chop off my head, would that make me shorter still?”

At that the robber burst into a side-splitting laughter and

threw down his sword.

Yao Li: tu shu (Book of Dew)

Note

@ A successful candidate in the highest imperial examinations in feudal
China.
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Same Illness

A man named Zhang Xuzi, after having his bed repaired
and embellished, wanted to show it off. As no one was likely
to come into his bedroom to look at it, he hit upon an idea.
Pretending to be ill, he kept to his bed so that his in-laws and
friends might come over to see him.

His brother-in-law, You Yangzi, who had a pair of new
stockings knitted, wanted to show it off, too. The day he came
over to see Zhang, he purposely tucked up his robe as he sat
down and lifted one leg, putting the ankle of it on the knee of
the other. Then he inquired:

“Well, what’s wrong with you?”

Zhang Xuzi, looking at him for some time, could not help
smiling.

“We have the same iliness,” was the reply.

Liu Yuanging: Ying xie lu (Spontaneous Humour)
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There was once a very crafty and cunning thief who had all
his life practised theft without ever being caught red-handed.
Now he was getting old and his son, fearing that his art of
stealing might be lost forever with his death, begged him to
disclose the secret of his success.

“There’s no secret to be handed down to you, son,” replied
the old thief. “Just go ahead and do it yourself, that’s all.”

One evening, the young thief sneaked into the bedroom of
a rich man. There he found a large wardrobe which was by
chance not locked. Hiding himself in the wardrobe, he intended
to wait until the master of the house had gone to sleep and

then come out and make off with whatever he could lay hands

on. Hardly had the master of the house gone to bed when he -

remembered that he had forgotten to lock the wardrobe. So he
immediately got up to fasten the lock. Trapped in the wardrobe,
the young thief did not know how to extricate himself. As the
night wore on, he was getting more desperate every minute
until he hit upon an idea. He then made a scraping sound with
his fingers as if rats were gnawing something. The sound

awakened the sleeping man who, for fear that the rats might
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W Through The Ages

gnaw holes in his clothes, sprang up from his bed to unlock the
wardrobe and chase the rats away. As soon as the door of the
wardrobe was flung open, the young thief sprang out from
within and made good his escape.

“Oh, dad! ” cried the young thief after he came home,
“why didn’t you tell me the secret of your success? | nearly
paid the forfeit of my life. | wonder what would have happened
to me if | hadn’t hit upon that bright idea of mine.”

“That’s it,” replied his father. “This is all you need to
know. There’s nothing eise | can hand down to you.”

A good teacher leads without compelling and inspires
without elaborating. The important thing is to have someone

carry out your will.

Liu Yuanqing: Ying xie lu (Spontaneous Humour)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Idiot

A certain rich man in Suzhou had an idiotic son. At 30, he
still lived off his father who was now 50 years of age. One day,
they met an astrologer who cast a horoscope and predicted
that the father would live to be 80 and the son 62. Upon that
the son burst out crying.

“My father is going to die at 80,” he wailed. “Who’s going
to feed me the last two years of my life after | turn 60?”

Xu Zichang: Ya xue (Elegant Banter)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Ma Xin, a magistrate’s assistant in the County of
Changzhou, was a native of Shandong Province. One day, he
went by boat to call on his superior.

“Where have you moored your boat?” inquired his
superior.

“In the river, sir,” came the reply.

This infuriated his superior who snapped:

“Straw sack®1” |

At that Ma Xin hastily added:

“The straw sacks are all in the boat, sir.”

Xu Zichang: Ya xue (Elegant Banter)

Note

® A Chinese saying meaning a blockhead.
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Daredevils

During the reign of Shizong (1522 -1567) of the Ming
Dynasty, there lived in Wuxi two good friends named Wang Fu
and Zhang Xiang, respectively. Both of them were men of
plenty of guts and believed in neither ghosts nor gods.

One summer day found them drinking in the glow of the
setting sun on the bank of a rivulet. Said Wang:

“Yonder on the opposite bank a man was interred
yesterday somewhere in the burial-mounds . Dare you cross
over and drag the body out of the coffin?”

“l can do that under cover of night,” replied Zhang.

“If so,” said Wang, “I’li stand you an urn of wine brewed
in the twelfth moon. I’m going to get it now and wait for you.”

Presently the sun disappeared below the horizon and
Zhang crossed over to the opposite bank of the rivulet. There,
among the burial-mounds he found to his surprise a coffin with
its lid already removed. Full of suspicions, he approached the
coffin to take a close look when all of a sudden a pair of arms
stretched out from within and embraced his neck. Horrified,
Zhang prayed:

“Please come out a little bit, will you? After | win the bet,
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Chinese Jokes

i’ll come back tomorrow and make offerings to you and give
you a decent burial, | promise.”

The two arms round his neck, however, tightened and
Zhang started yelling for help. And then his yelling died down to
groans. Some of the dwellers in the neighbourhood, on hearing
the yell, rushed to the scene carrying torches. They fount that
the man who had his arms round Zhang’s neck was ‘fone
other than his friend Wang.

On the pretext of going for the wine, Wang had crossed
over ahead of Zhang. There, having dragged the body out of the
coffin, he lay inside in wait for Zhang. Despite the raging
pestilence at that time, both of them did not catch it. It’s
because they were men with plenty of guts.

Xu Zichang: Ya xue (Elegant Banter)

Through The Ages
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Ma, It’s No Use
Chanting the Name
of Buddha

Zhai Yongling’s mother was a devout Buddhist. So much
so that she would recite the scriptures without ceasing from
morning till night. One day Yongling pretended to have
something to say to her and called her while she was chanting
the name of Buddha. His mother stopped to answer him; yet
he kept on calling her.

“Stop it! ” his mother finally lost her temper. “Why keep
on calling me like that?”

“You see, mother,” replied the son, “you get angry. with
me simply because I’ve called you a few times. Imagine how
angry Buddha will be when you chant his name thousands of
times a day.”

At this his mother began to see the light.

Xu Zichang: Ya xue (Elegant Banter)
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Chinese Jokes

Zhu Gumin was a scholar who liked to play practical jokes
on his friends. One day he called on another scholar named
Tang and found him in his study. Said Tang:

“l know you have a whole bag of tricks. Now |’m sitting
here in this room. Can you lure me outdoors?”

“Well,” replied Zhu, “it’s windy and cold outside. Naturally
you’d prefer to stay indoors. If you were standing outside right
now and | tempted you with all the comforts you can enjoy in
here, you wouldn’t be able to resist the temptations.”

Unsuspecting, Tang stepped outside and standing there
said:

“Now how on earth can you lure me into the room?”

Thereupon Zhu clapped and laughed.

“|’ve already lured you outdoors,” said he.

Xu Zichang: Ya xue (Elegant Banter)

Through The Ages

45



mmmm;ﬁm ¢$%Qﬁiﬂzﬁﬁ

46

jin yi ybu ybu mi sdng  du shf héng mi fan yi fu rd

yl wéi féi ji sang zh& sud vyi il a gu wé! héng xi sé

MAFEE X EME.ZEH,BL B

y&  yduyué ran zé shi béi mi fan zh®  jié ydu séng yé

&oﬁallﬁmljﬁé*tﬁ%,%ﬁ‘&m"?"

ming 1 chdng zhudn  yd xué

B/ ¥#8 8 B (BEW)

A—AMARERFELHT , MARA—ALT —His
RE, —AERGBERE R TR, AALEARTE
ERMARREEIHM, AEMARFREIFZAE,X
LHEERL CERERGHE, BAHHBERE Lok
B, "M A XK FE BRI R LG KR
AEERAKHFT S ”



Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

A friend of mine whose mother had recently passed away
was seen eating red glutinous rice on one rare occasion. A
pedantic scholar who came to hear of this expressed his
disapproval by sawng that it was highly improper for one in
mourning to eat red rice. Asked why, he explained that red
signified happiness. Said my friend:

“Does it mean that those who eat white rice are all in

mourning?”

Xu Zichang: Ya xue (Elegant Banter)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Everything Is Fine
in the Netherworld

Having been dismissed from office, Ye Heng returned to
his native place. One day he fell ill and said to the visitors who
had come to see him:

“I’m going to die, but | don’t know how things are in the
netherworld.”

“Things are just fine down there,” answered one of the
gentlemen. _

“How do you know? ” queried Ye, amazed.

“If not,” explained that gentleman, “those who had died
and gone there would flee the netherworld and come back.
Since no one who had died ever came back, things down there
must be very fine.”

At this utterance, the company broke out into loud guffaws.

Xu Zichang: Ya xue (Elegant Banter)
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A Matter for Regret

The revered Mr Lu, bereft of his spouse in his declining
years, took a young woman named Zhu as second wife.
Unhappy about the union, Zhu was often seen knitting her
brows. One day, Mr Lu asked her:

“Do you regret that you have married an old man?”

“No,”

“You’re unhappy because my official rank is too low?”

“No, it’s not that.”

“Then why are you so unhappy?”

“Neither your old age nor your low rank is the cause of my
regret. My only regret is that | was born too late to have met

you when you were young.”

Xu Zichang: Ya xue (Elegant Banter)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Elixir of Life

During the reign of Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty, the
articles of tribute received by the imperial court included a jar of
wine which was supposed to give the drinker eternal life. It so
happened that Dongfang Shuo drank a mouthful of it on the sly.
The Emperor was so angry when he learnt about this that he
wanted to put Dongfang Shuo to death.

“The wine | drank, Your Majesty,” pleaded Dongfang Shuo,
“was supposed to give me eternal life. | wouldn’t die even if
Your Majesty put me to death. If | should die, then the wine is
not the genuine stuff it was supposed to be.”

The Emperor was so amused that he pardoned Dongfang

Shuo.

Xu Zichang: Ya xue (Elegant Banter)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

A general who had gone out to battle was unable to stave
off defeat when the God of the Target appeared to join his
ranks and turned the tables on the enemy. Thereupon, the
general kowtowed to the God and asked his name.

“l am the God of the Target.”

“What have | done, my God, to deserve your assistance?”

“I’ve always been grateful to you,” replied the God of the
Target, “because in the old days when you were practising
archery on the drilling ground, you never once hit me with your

arrows.”

Xu Zichang: Xiao lin (Jest Book)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

A poor scholar was extravagant in his way of living. One
night, a burglar broke into his room, only to find it absolutely
empty. Terribly disappointed, the burglar left, pouring out a
stream of abuse. At that the scholar immediately fumbled
under his pillows and, finding a few copper coins, rushed out
after the burglar. Having caught up with him, the scholar gave
him the coins, saying:

“|*m afraid 1’ve been a poor host tonight. Pray put in a

good word for me in front of people.”

Xu Zichang: Xiao lin (Jest Book)
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k4 Through The Ages

Should Someone
Ask for Your Father

A man who was going away for some time enjoined his son:

“If anyone asks for me, you can tell him that your father
has been called away to attend to a minor matter and be sure
to ask him in for a cup of tea.”

Afraid that his idiotic son might forget his instructions, he
wrote them down upon a slip of paper and gave it to his son,
who tucked it into his sleeve and took it out to look at every
now and then.

Three days passed without anyone coming to see his
father. Thinking that he had no more use for that slip of paper,
the boy committed it to the flames. On the fourth day, however,
an unexpected visitor dropped in.

“Where is your father?” asked the visitor.

The boy immediately put his hand into his sleeve and fished
around for the slip of paper. As he could not find it, he ejaculated:

“No more.”

Taken aback, the visitor asked:

“No more? When did it happen?”

“Burnt last night.”

Xu Zichang: Xiao lin(Jest Book)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Cakes Made from
Distillers’ Grain

There was a poor man who did not drink. Before he went
out each day, he would eat only two grain cakes, which
invariably made him slightly tipsy. One day he met a friend who
asked him:

“Did you have a cup of wine this morning?”

“Oh, no,” replied the man. “l only had some grain cakes
for breakfast.”

After coming home, he told his wife about this and his
wife said:

“Why didn’t you say you did have a cup of wine, just to
keep up appearances.”

At thét the man nodded to show his understanding. The
next time he went out and happened to meet the same friend,
who asked the same question. This time the man replied in the
affirmative.

“Did you have it hot or cold?” his friend wanted to know.

“It was baked,” was the reply.

Thereupon his friend burst into laughter and said:

“You had nothing but grain cakes.”

When his wife came to hear of this later on, she chided
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

him:

“How stupid of you! No one ever bakes his wine. You
should have said you drank it hot.”

“Now | see,” said the husband.

When he met that friend again, he boasted before his
friend could say anything:

“This morning | drank my wine hot.”

“Really?” said the friend. “How much did you drink?”

“Two pieces,” said he, raising two fingers.

Xu Zichang: Xiao lin (Jest Book)
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Chinese Jokes

No Entertainments

There was a very stingy man who never gave
entertainments at home. One day, his neighbour obtained the
use of his hall and gave a banquet there.

A passer-by who saw the scene of bustle and excitement
asked the valet of the stingy man:

“Is your master entertaining his guests today?”

“Decidedly not,” answered the valet. “It’ll be a generation
hence that you will hear of our master giving a dinner party.”

His master happened to overhear the remark and soundly
berated him:

“Who gave you leave to fix a date?”

Xu Zichang: Xiao lin (Jest Book)

Through The Ages
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Not Asking the
Guest to Stay

A guest who had come a long way sat waiting for a long
time. The host, however, did not ask him to stay for lunch,
saying that his larder was empty. The guest, seeing that the
yard was full of chickens and ducks, asked his host for the loan
of a chopper. He said he would kill his own horse to provide a
substantial meal.

“How will you get back, then?” asked his host.

“With your permission, sir,” replied the guest, “I’ll borrow

one of your chickens or ducks and ride home on it.”

Xu Zichang: Xiao lin (Jest Book)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

The Cat Has Turned
Vegetarian

An old mouse chanced to see a cat wearing a few beads
round her neck.

“Ah,” said the mouse with joy, “that cat has turned
vegetarian.”

Thereupon, he brought his offspring along to pay a call on
the cat to express their gratitude. No sooner had they appeared
than the cat gave a deep howl and devoured several mice in
rapid succession. The old mouse turned tail in the nick of time
and made good his escape. Sticking out his tongue, he cried:

“My, my! That cat is even more ferocious after turning

vegetarian.”

Xu Zichang: Xiao lin (Jest Book)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Borrowing
Tea Leaves

A man who had asked his guest to stay for a cup of tea
sent his servant to borrow some tea leaves from his neighbour.
When the water started to boil he poured in some water,
waiting for the return of‘the servant. Before long, the water
started boiling again, so he had to pour in some more water.
This was repeated several times until the cauldron was full and
the servant still failed to come back. At this point, the man’s
wife suggested to him:

“Since this gentleman is an intimate friend of yours, you

might as well ask him to take a bath instead.”

Xu Zichang: Xiao lin (Jest Book)

71



WEARR B *ﬁﬁﬁiﬂzﬁ#

wil

lou

7]

R

72

il yu wa lou yi y& shud X chudng zd0 wud gan
4
AWER, & B5O®# K ,Z%%% F
chu qi  ér jiGo gou gong j ha jiangzhd qi  zhi  ldo fei

,EILXE. P AR E ZHYL,H

liang ki gong bl tian ha kai ji jing yue qing ldng  gong

BE, T E,XZFAR, ZEA®B H, A

M xi ydng wi tan yué ming li¢ zhi rén cai g wi  bian
E 9 1q] E DX E H “ ﬁ g; z A 9 T E E [ {E
wul yi qi bu bai zhé le yé&

EW,EFfBHTH!

ming zhang yi fing ji  yO xidn bié ji
B/ % "HREB|OEMBRE)

H—4 BETFTTITAXKRA  EIQXRZATRIREES,
—RZ A ERRIEARARMEIFER, D TREEANET
B TRGRFHEEXRHT ERETFNUXEIAFE
AEERERNRTLERSE LTREFR,LRTF
YR FHETURBTF RELAZFER FHRALK X
REAMEHBARH TLXABRNELZEARGFGET L
BRXEW L, EEIE, RARANTHA AMAIBFE
FARAEATHT ZEFRAGGRETH B TG "

@ #(shuo): B X, % %,

Q@F.RY LHR XEREHA REHRE,

® XE(QOu): LHRE BE,
@FEQI):FHEAFEAZFT A HBELE,
RGN FERFXEERW,



Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Leaky Roof

The revered Mr Yu had to move his bed several times
during the night as the rain began leaking in after a prolonged
spell of wet weather. Seeing that everything in the room was
thoroughly soaked, his wife and children directed tr;eir bitter
complaint against him. The next morning he lost no time in
sending for a tiler who took considerable trouble in repairing the
leaky roof. Soon after the repairs were done, one fine and
sunny day succeeded another for a whole month. Morning and
evening, he would look up at the roof and sigh:

“It is just my hapless fate. No more rain right after |’ve got

my roof fixed. What a waste of money!”

Zhang Yiling: Yu xian bie ji (Stories of the Revered Mr Yu)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Thieves

It is said: “A thief is a person of low position, but he can
outwit a man of noble character.”

In the Shuifu Temple of my county, there was a big
hanging bell. Once some countrymen from Baling came down
the river and moored their boat nearby. They wanted to steal
the bell with which to cast farming tools. Between them they
removed the bell from the belfry and lowered it onto the
ground. Having stuffed tHe bell with mud, they smashed it into
pieces and carried the fragments away with shoulder poles.
Not a sound was heard by the villagers in the neighbourhood.

Again | heard of a thief who broke into a house in broad
daylight and stole a chime stone®. When he stepped out the
door into the street, he fell in with the master of the house
coming home.

“Grandpa,” the thief greeted him and asked, “do you want
to buy a chime stone?”

“No, thanks,” replied the old man, “l already have one at
home.”

Thereupon, the thief walked off with what he had stolen. It

was only when the old man looked for his chime stone toward
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

evening that he realized the man had stolen it.

Another story goes that a man was walking along the
street with a cauldron on his back when he felt a call of nature.
He put it on the ground to pass water. It so happened that a
thief walking by saw it. Surreptitiously he took it and putting it
on his head stood there and passed water also. When the
owner of the cauldron finished and looked for it, he could not
find it anywhere.

“How careless of you! “the thief blamed him. “You see
the cauldron on my head? | put it there to guard against theft.
imagine putting yours on the ground. No wonder it was
stolen.”

The above incidents show that thieves are crafty and can
outwit men of noble character.

Jiang Yingke: Xue tao xie shi
(Humourous Stories from Snow Pavilion)

Note

@ An inverted bell used as Buddhist percussion instrument.
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Selling Wine

A man went to the wine seller’s at midnight to buy wine.
The wine seller, hvearing several knocks at the door, said
without opening it:

“Just throw in your coppers through the crack in the
door.”

“But,” inquired the man, “how are you going to get the
wine out?”

“Through the crack,” was the reply.

At that the man laughed.

“I’m not joking,” said the wine seller, “you see, my wine
here is quite thin.”

Jiang Yingke: Xue tao xie shi
(Humourous Stories from Snow Pavilion)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Liar

A young loiterer from Wuling was known as a notorious
liar. One day he fell in with an old man in the marketplace.

“I’ve heard that you are a great liar,” said the old man.
“Just show me how good you are at lying.”

“Oh, 1 have no time for that right now,” replied the young
man. “I’ve just heard that they have drained the East Lake and
everybody has gone there to catch softshelled turtles. I’'m
going there myself to catch some.”

Believing him, the old man made a beeline for the East
Lake. There, what greeted his eyes was the boundless expanse
of the waters of the lake. Then he realized that he had been
taken in.

Jiang Yingke: Xuetao xie shi
(Humourous Stories from Snow Pavilion)
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Chinese Jokes

, Through The Ages

Henpecked

There was a man who lived in great fear of his wife. Once
he incurred the wrath of his wife, who by way of punishment,
was going to squeeze his fingers between sticks.

“We have no sticks at home,” said the man.

His wife consequen'tly sent him over to their neighbour to
borrow a pair. On his way out, the man was heard grumbling.
At that his wife instantly called him back and asked:

“What the hell were you grumbling about?”

“Nothing,” answered the man. “| was just saying we
should have our own instruments of torture.”

Jiang Yingke: Xue tao xie shi
(Humourous Stories from Snow Pavtlion)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Begging Alms

A robber and an alms-begging monk were pursuing their
way together when a tiger suddenly appeared from nowhere
and pounced upon them. The robber immediately drew a bow.
The tiger, however, was not afraid and kept closing in on them.
As a last resort, the monk threw his alms book at the tiger,
which immediately fell back with fright and beat a hasty retreat.

“Pa,” asked the tiger cub of its father, “how come you
were not afraid of the robber and yet the monk gave you such
a good scare?” '

“Well,” replied the tiger, “when the robber came up, | was
prepared to wrestle with him. But when the monk wanted to
beg alms from me, how was | going to bundle him off?”

Jiang Yingke: Xue tao xie shi
(Humourous Stories from Snow Pavilion)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

When a True Man
Says No

To escape being soundly beaten by his wife, a man sought
refuge under the bed. His wife shouted:

“Come out! Quick!” '

“No, | won’t,” replied the man. “When a true man says
no, it’s no.”

Zhao Nanxing: Xiao zan (Ode to Laughter)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Kindhearted People
Are the Ones You
Can Bully

At a crossroads in the countryside, there stood a temple
wherein was enshrined a statue of god carved in wood. One
day, a man was pursuing his way when he saw a ditch before
him. So he removed the statue from the temple and put it
down lengthwise to span the ditch. He stepped on it and
crossed over. Then another man came along. Unable to bear
the sight of the statue lying in the ditch, he propped it up and
carrying it back to the temple restored it to its pedestal.
Thereupon the god accused him of failing to burn incense and
at once cursed him with a splitting headache. Bewildered, ali
the lictors and the Purgatory Judge asked the god:

“The man who trod on you has gone unpunished; yet the
man who helped you up has been cursed with a headache.
Why?”

“Well,” the god explained, “you ought to know that the

kindhearted people are the ones you can bully.”

Zhao Nanxing: Xiao zan (Ode to Laughter)
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” J;L Chinese Jokes

i Through The Ages

Wearing a Felt Hat <

In Summer %

A man wearing a felt hat was walking under the broiling
sun of midsummer. When he came upon a tall tree by the
roadside, he decided to take a rest under its leafy shade. Taking
off his feit hat and fanning himself with it, he said:

“Thanks to this felt hat. | would have had a heatstroke
without it.”

Zhao Nanxing: Xiao zan (Ode to Laughter)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

A Lined Garment
Is Better Than an
Unlined One

A poor scholar had to wear a lined garment in the depth of
winter. Someone asked him:

“How can you wear a lined garment in this bitter cold?”

“Clad in an unlined garment, | would feel even colder,”
was the reply.

Zhao Nanxing: Xiao zan (Ode to Laughter)
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Chinese Jokes

What You Are
Laughing at Must
Be Funny

A blind man was sitting among a group of people. When
they began to laugh at something they saw, the blind man
laughed also. Then someone asked the blind man:

“What do you see that makes you laugh?”

“Well,” replied the blind man, “what you gays are laughing
at must be very funny.”

Zhao Nanxing: Xiao zan (Ode to Laughter)

Through The Ages
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Talking Big

A man said:

“In our village there’s a drum so big that when it is beat-
en, its booming sound can be heard 100 li away.”

Another man cut in with:

“In our village there’s an ox which has its head in Jiangbei®
when it is drinking water in Jiangnan®.”

The first man shook his head and said:

“There couidn’t be an ox as big as that.”

At that the second man retorted:

“If there’s no ox as big as that, how on earth can they get

a skin big enough to cover that great drum of yours?”

Feng Menglong: Xiao fu (Treasure House of Funny Stories)

Notes

® North of the lower reaches of the Yangtse River.
® South of the lower reaches of the Yangtse River.
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

To Assert
the Authority
of the Husband

A group of henpecked husbands met to discuss ways of
asserting the authority of the husband and maintaining
masculine dignity. To give them a good scare, a certain
busybody came up to inform them:

“Your wives have got wind of all this. They’re coming up
here in a gang to give you fellows a good licking.”

Scared out of their senses, they all fled helterskelter with
the exception of one who just sat tight. People thought that he
was the only one who was not afraid of his wife. A closer look

revealed that he had already died from fright.

Feng Menglong: Xiao fu (Treasure House of Funny Stories)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

There was a henpecked official who one day got an ugly
scratch from his better half. The next day when he presented
himself at the yamen®, the Prefect saw the mark on his face
and inquired what had happened to him. The official prevaricated:

“l was enjoying the cool last night under the grape trellis
when it suddenly collapsed. | got a few scratches from the
accident.”

The Prefect, however, gave him the lie and said:

“It must have been your wife who did this. Have the
runners bring her in at once! ”

The Prefect did not know that his own wife was
e%vesdropping at the time at the rear of the hall. Exasperated,
she barged in. Terrified, the Prefect whispered to the official:

“Come back later. My own trellis is about to collapse.”

Feng Menglong: Xiao fu (Treasure House of Funny Stories)

Note

® Government office in feudal China.
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

He Refuses to Agree
to a Draw

A man thought highly of himself as a chess-player. On one
occasion he lost three games in succession. A friend met him
the next day and asked him:

“How many games did you play?”

“Three.”

“How did you come off?” his friend again asked.

“Well, | didn’t win the first game, and my opponent didn’t
lose the second. As to the third game, we didn’t finish it. |

asked him to settle for a draw, but he refused.”

Feng Menglong: Xiao fu (Treasure House of Funny Stories)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Globefish

When told that there were plenty of globefish on the
market, a man and his wife wanted very much to buy one and
have a taste of this rare dish. After the fish was cooked and
the table set, they began to suspect that the fish might be
deadly poisonous. So each of them urged the other to take the
first mouthful. Finally, the wife yielded meekly to her worse
half’s wish. Raising her chopsticks and, with tears in her eyes,
she said to him:

“I’ll have a taste of it first. But | want you to promise that
you will take good care of our son and daughter. When they are

grown up, tell them not to eat globefish as long as they live.”

Feng Menglong: Xiao fu (Treasure House of Funny Stories)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

A Trick Too Hard
to Learn

A man, instructing his son, had this to say:

“In word and deed, you must model yourself on your
teacher.”

When his son was asked some time later to eat at the
same table with his teacher, he ate only when his teacher ate
and drank only when his teacher drank. Whenever his teacher
turned he would turn also. Noticing this, the teacher burst out
laughing in spite of himself and, laying down his chopsticks,
sneezed. Try as he would, the boy could not follow suit.
Thereupon, he rose and bowed with his hands clasped, saying:

“Teacher, this trick of yours is really too hard to learn.”

Feng Mengiong: Guang xiao fu (Treasure Fouse of Anecdotes)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Seventy-three
and Eighty-four

A stingy host who was entertaining some guests
whispered to his servant:

“Be sparing of my wine. Don’t serve out any wine unless
and until you hear me rap on the table.”

This remark was overheard by one of the guests. While
they were drinking, this guest purposely asked the host:

“How old is your mother?”

“Seventy-three,” was the reply.

“Marvellous! ” exclaimed the guest, rapping on the table.

Hearing the rap, the servant came into the hall and poured
out a round of wine. A while later, the guest asked again:

“And how old is your father?”

“Eighty-four,” was the reply.

“It’s even more marvellous! ” exclaimed the guest once
again, rapping on the table.

Hearing the rap, the servant appeared again to pour out
another round. At this point the truth began to dawn upon the

host who bawled at the guest:

“Never mind whether it’s seventy-three or eighty-four. 11 3
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AR, Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

You’ve had enough, anyway.”

Feng Menglong: Guang xiao fu (Treasure House of Anecdotes)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

How Dare I Eat
Them?

A man had just come home from a trading trip and was
describing what he had seen during the trip for the benefit of
his wife.

“After passing the Yellow Ox Gorge, | saw mosquitoes as
big as ducks; and beyond the lron Ox River, | saw mosquitoes
as big as geese.”

“Why didn’t you bring some home for us to eat?” cried
his wife.

“To eat?” said the trader in surprise. “It’s a good thing

they didn’t eat me. How dare | eat them?”

Feng Menglong: Guang xiao fu (Treasure House of Anecdotes)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

I Can’t Afford to
Play the Host

A Buddhist monk, given to good works, used to strip
himself to the waist and sat or lay naked at the foot of a
mountain on summer nights. Chanting the name of Buddha, he
fed the mosquitoes with his blood so that one day he might
become a Buddha.

Guanyin®, to put his sincerity to the test, changed into a
tiger and came roaring to the foot of the mountain where he
pounced on the monk, who sprang up crying:

“Oh, no. To a giant like you as my guest tonight, I’m afraid

| can’t afford to play the host.”

Feng Menglong: Guang xiao fu (Treasure House of Anecdotes)

Note

@ A Bodhisattva.
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Autumn Cicada

A man treated his servants meanly. They were always
poorly clad and badly fed. One day, hearing the chirrup of the
cicadas, one of the servants asked his master:

“What is making that shrill sound?”

“Autumn cicadas.”

“What do they eat?”

“They only inhale the wind and drink the dew.”

“Do they wear clothes?”

“No.”

“Ah!” commented the servant, “How nice it would be if

you could make them your servants.”

Feng Menglong: Guang xiao fu (Treasure House of Anecdotes)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Chopping Wood
with Two Axes

A man fell ill for drinking to excess and indulging in sensual
pleasures. His doctor told him:

“It’s like chopping wood with two axes. You must take
care and keep away from alcoholic drinks and women from
now on.”

On hearing this, the patient’s wife looked askance at the
doctor. Understanding her meaning look, the doctor hastily
modified his remark by saying:

“If you can’t subdue your bodily desires altogether, at
least stop drinking.”

“But bodily desires are more harmful than alcoholic drinks
and therefore should be subdued first,” said the patient.

At this point his wife chipped in with:

“If you won’t take the doctor’s advice, how could you ex-

pect to get well?”

Feng Menglong: Guang xiao fu (Treasure House of Anecdotes)
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ChineseJokes

Sour Wine

Drinking wine at a public house, a man complained that
the wine tasted sour. This infuriated the proprietor of the public
house who subsequently hung him up from a cross beam. At
this moment another client came up and asked what that man
had done to deserve this.

“The wine | sell here is of excellent quality,” explained the
proprietor. “Yet this guy here said it tasted sour. Am | right to
have him hung up?”

“Well,” said the client, “let me have a taste and see if it’s
sour or not.”

The client was duly given a cup of wine which he tasted.
Knitting his brows, he turned to the proprietor and said:

“Let that man down and hang me up instead.”

Feng Menglong: Guang xiao fu (Treasure House of Anecdotes)

Through The Ages
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

No Money, No Life |

A certain farmer who had planted brinjals® in his farm was
constantly worried by the fact that he could not make them
grow. Therefore, he sought advice from an old gardener. The
latter had this to say:

“Bury a copper coin beside every brinjal seedling you plant.
They will grow all right.”

Perplexed, the farmer wished to be enlightened.

“Haven’t you heard,” asked the old gardener, “with

money, there is life; without it, death?”

Feng Menglong: Guang xiao fu (Treasure House of Anecdotes)

@ Brinjals are aubergines or eggplants.
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

During the Spring and Autumn Period® a unicorn appeared

in the western suburbs of Lu®. Ignorant that the appearance of
a unicorn was a good omen, the country folks there killed it on
the spot. When told of the incident, Confucius hastened to the
scene to have a look. At the sight of the dead unicorn, he could
not help crying behind his sleeve. Afraid that their master might
be overwhelmed with grief, his disciples got hold of an ox, be-
decked it with copper coins and brought it to the presence of
their great master.

“Master,” said they, “don’t let it grieve you. The unicom is
still alive.” .

Wiping away his tears, Confucius cast his eyes upon the
animal and sighed:

“This thing here couldn’t possibly be a good omen. It’s
nothing but a wealthy village ox, | dare say.”

Feng Menglong: Guang xiao fu (Treasure House of Anecdotes)

Note
® 770B.C.—476 B.C.
® A dukedom under the Zhou Dynasty(11th century B.C. — 256 B.C.)
located in the southwest of the presént-day Shandong Province.
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Don’t Sell Me on
Credit after I Die

A countryman amassed a large fortune out of extreme
stinginess. When terminally ill, he piteously confided to his
wife:

“I’ve been a miser all my life, refusing to have anything to
do with all my relatives and friends. Now we’re quite well off.
After I die, you can peel off my skin and sell it to the tanner,
cut my flesh and sell it to the butcher, and scrape my bones
and sell them to the lacquer shop.”

it was not until his wife promised to do his bidding that he
finally yielded up the ghost. Half a day later, however, he came
back to life and said to his wife:

“The ways of the world are no longer what they used to

be. Don’t sell on credit, mind you! ”

Feng Menglong: Guang xiao fu (Treasure House of Anecdotes)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

One Copper Coin
Is Too Much

There was a man who was extremely stingy by nature. On
pursuing his way one day, he came to the rivulet, which had
recently swollen with the rain. Unwilling to pay for a ferryboat,
he desperately tried to wade across to the opposite bank. In
midstream, a swift current swept him off his feet, and he was
driven along by the waves for half a li. His son, standing on the
bank when this happened, hurriedly looked for a boat to save
his father. The boatman charged one copper coin but the boy
wanted to knock him down to five fen?. They haggled over the
price for some time without coming to an agreement.
Drowning, the father looked over his shoulder and cried out:

“My son! My son! Five fen is quite enough. One copper

coin is too much for saving my life.”

Feng Menglong: Guang xiao fu (Treasure House of Anecdotes)

Note

@ There are ten fen in one copper coin.
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Washing Clothes

A scholar of small means had only one uniined upper
garment that he could call his own. Whenever he had it washed
and starched, he would have to lie in bed in the daytime as he
had no change of clothes. One day a visitor happened to drop in.

“Where is your father?” he asked the man’s son.

“In bed,” was the reply.

“What’s wrong with him?”

“What’s wrong?” retorted the boy. “What can be wrong
with my father when he has to lie in bed after washing his

garment?”

Feng Menglong: Guang xiao fu (Treasure House of Anecdotes)
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Chinese Jokes

Not Resigned to
Poverty

One winter day, a rich man gave a dinner-party and among
the guests he invited was a poor relative of his. The poor man,
who had no fur coat, wore a gown made of ko-hemp cloth.
Afraid that the other guests might laugh at him, he brought a
fan and kept fanning his face with it.

“l can’t bear the heat,” said he. “l like to enjoy the cool
even in wintertime.”

The host knew that he was only shamming and,
pretending to make up to him, asked him to stay the night. He
was subsequently led to a kiosk by the side of a pond and
provided with a thin blanket and a pillow of woven split
bamboo. In the middle of the night, he could no longer stand
the cold. So he got up and, wrapping the blanket around him,
tried to keep warm by walking to and fro when he slipped and
fell into the water. Hearing the splash, the host came out to
have a look. He asked what the man was doing in the water.

“You see,” replied his poor relative, “I’m by nature so
intensely afraid of the heat that sleeping in the kiosk on a

winter night | still couldn’t resist the temptation of taking a

Through The Ages
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

cold bath.”

Feng Menglong: Guang xiao fu (Treasure House of Anecdotes)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

The Revered Mr
Chen Trying to Give
Up Drinking

The revered Mr Chen Hao from Nanjing was something of
a bibber. While serving as educational inspector in Shandong
Province, he received a letter from his father who warned him
against excessive drinking because the old man was afraid that
his son might sometimes have a cup too many and neglect his
duties. Thereupon Mr Chen paid a certain sum of money out of
his salary and had a large bowl spebcially made for him. The
bowl, large enough to hold as much as two catties of wine, had
these characters engraved inside:

“My father warns me against excessive drinking.
Therefore, | will drink no more than three cups.”

This has become a standing joke amongst the scholars.

Feng Menglong: Xu tan gai (Chitchat)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Mosquito Expellent

A pedlar was selling sheets of Taoist magic figures, which
he said could expel mosquitoes. A man bought one and pasted
it up on the wall of his bedroom. Much to his disappointment,
the mosquitoes, which pestered him, showed no signs of
decreasing in number. He sought out the pedlar and laid the
blame on him. Said the pedlar:

“You must have pasted it up in the wrong place.”

Asked where it should be pasted, he answered: '

“Inside the mosquito-net.”

2ui Yuezi: Jing xuan ya xiao (Selection of Elegant Jokes)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Stealing an Ox

A man was put in the cangue(D for stealing an ox. A friend
of his happened to come along and asked him:

“What’s the matter with you?”

“Oh,” said he, “it’s just my bad luck. The other day | was
walking along the street when | saw on the ground a grass
rope. | picked it up, thinking it might come in handy later on.”

“But it’s nothing serious, is it?” ‘again asked his friend.
“Why should they punish you like this?”

“Well,” replied the man, “because tied to end of the rope

was a small ox.”

Zui Yuezi: Jing xuan ya xiao (Selection of Elegant Jokes)

Note

® A wooden framework fastened about the neck of an offender as a
portable pillory.
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

It was New Year’s Eve when a servant came to present
his master’s New Year’s gift to the master of the house. The
master of the house took down from the wall the old calendar
and bade his valet to give it to the servant as an award.

“I’m afraid he would have no use for it,” rejoined the
valet.

“Well,” said his master, “1 have no use for it either.”

Zui Yuezi: Jing xuan ya xiao (Selection of Elegant Jokes)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Braggadocio

A man was bragging of his fabulous wealth in front of his
guest.
“There’s nothing we don’t have in the house,” said he.
And bending two of his fingers, he went on:
“Except the sun and the moon in heaven.”
Hardly had he uttered these words when his servant-boy
came out and said:
“Master, there’s no more firewood in the kitchen.”
At that the man hastily bent another finger and said:

“Except the sun, the moon and firewood.”

Zui Yuezi: Jing xuan ya xiao (Selection of Elegant Jokes)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

How to Avoid a
Creditor

A man who did not want to pay his debt lied to his creditor:

“l have a chance to marry a dowager. It’s a pity | can’t
afford the expense of betrothal gifts. | wish you could help me
out. After | get married, I’ll not only pay off the debts | owe
you but also lend you some money if you need it.”

Believing him, the creditor lent him some more money.
Thereupon, the man had his house renovated, which further
impressed the creditor with his honourable intentions.

A few days later, the creditor called upon the man. He
knocked at the door and a feminine voice answered from within:

“My husband’s not in.”

As this happened several times, the creditor smelt a rat in
the matter. He poked a hole in the paper window and peeped
in. There was no woman inside. What he saw was none other
than the man who was trying to talk like a woman by twisting
his nose. This so infuriated the creditor that he crashed through
the window and fell upon the man, beating him black and blue.
Still twisting his nose, the man cried out:

“It’s my husband who owes a debt. What’s that got to do
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

with me?”

Zui Yuezi: Jing xuan ya xiao (Selection of Elegant Jokes)
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Chinese Jokes

Wine Bibber
Ridiculed

A wine bibber once dreamt of a man presenting him with a
pot of wine. As he did not like to drink it cold, he gave orders
for it to be mulled. Right at this moment, however, he awoke
from his dream.

“Pooh! ”he spat out. “If | had known | would wake up so
soon, | shouldn’t have minded drinking it cold.”

Anonymous: Bo xiao zhu ji (Gems of Jokes)

Through The Ages
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Crafty Fellows
Ridiculed

It was the birthday of the phoenix and every bird in the
forest with the exception of the bat came to wish him many
happy returns of the day. The phoenix scolded the bat when
they met later: '

“You are below me. What makes you so haughty?”

“I have my feet,” answered the bat. “Therefore | am an
animal. Why should | congratulate you?”

Then came the birthday of the unicorn. Again the bat was
conspicuous by his absence.

“Why didn’t you come to congratulate me?” asked the
unicorn angrily when they met later.

“Well,” replied the bat, “l have my wings. Therefore, | am
a bird. Why should | congratulate you?”

Sometime later, the unicorn and the phoenix met. When
their conversation drifted to the way the bat behaved himself,
they both sighed:

“The world is cursed with crafty fellows like him. What can

we do to them?”

Anonymous: Bo xiao zhu ji (Gems of Jokes)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

One Must Do
Good Works

A monk who was soliciting donations from a man said:

“When a benefactor gives alms to a monk or contributes
money for upholding Buddhism, he will be spared the sawing
torture in the netherworld after he dies.”

Not long afterwards, both the monk and the benefactor
died. Because of unpardonable sins the monk had committed,
he was subjected to the sawing torture. The benefactor saw
this and asked why he had to suffer this punishment.

“There’s something you don’t know,” explained the
monk. “The King of Hell has found that temples up there in the
world have fallen into a lamentable state and monks are too
few. He’s having me sawed asunder so that one monk may do

for two.”

‘Anonymous: Bo xiao zhu ji (Gems of Jokes)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Snobbery

Wu was an old and snobbish scholar. On a rare occasion
he was invited to a grand banquet. There, he met a belated
guest dressed in a cloth gown and, assuming a very arrogant
air, slightly bowed to him with hands foided in front. Shortly
afterwards, he saw that the belated guest was received by the
host with a respectfulness that surprised him. He inquired
privately who that man was and was told that the man was
none other than the famous Zhang Bogi. Feeling quite
uncomfortable, he was anxious to make up to Bogqi, who said
with a smile:

“You already gave me half a bow. Just give me the other
half and don’t trouble yourself any more.”

Upon that all those present broke out into loud guffaws.

Zhang Guisheng: Qian chou ji (Stories for Dissipating Melancholy)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Getting a Reward
without Deserving It

A prince had just been born to Emperor Yuan of the Jin
Dynasty (265 —420). In celebration of the happy event, the
Emperor granted a banquet to all his ministers.

“Sire,” said Minister Yin Xian, “it is indeed a great occasion
for celebration that a prince has been born to succeed to the
throne. We are ashamed to say, however, that we have done
nothing whatsoever to deserve this imperial favour.”

“What are you saying?” said the Emperor with a smile. “In
such matters, of course, you couldn’t have done anything to

deserve this.”

Zhang Guisheng: Qian chou ji (Stories for Dissipating Melancholy)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

A man dreamt of going to a dinner party at which
theatricals would be given. Hardly had the seats been assigned
to the guests when he was awakened by his better half,
against whom he uttered invectives for interrupting his fond
dream.

“Don’t curse me, my dear,” said his better half. “Go back

to sleep before it is too late. The play isn’t half over yet.”

Chen Gaomo: Xiao dao (Convulsive Laughter)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Inviting a Guest
to Dinner

A man who was entertaining his friend at his own table
had nothing much to offer his guest. A raise of chopsticks
would finish up the dish.

“I wish you would oblige me with a lamp,” said the guest.

“Whatever for?” asked the astonished host.

“Because | can’t see anything on the table,” was the reply.

Chen Gaomo: Xiao dao (Convulsive Laughter)
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Chinese Jokes

* Through The Ages

Eating behind the
Visitor’s Back

Leaving the visitor in the parlour, the host sneaked into the
kitchen to take his meal.

“What a beautifu!l parlour you have,” the visitor suddenly
said in a loud voice. “Too bad so many of the pillars are
termite-eaten.”

“Termites?” the host came out in a flurry and asked.
“Where are they?”

“How should | know?” answered thg visitor. “They always

keep out of sight when {hey eat.”

Chen Gaomo: Xiao dao (Convulsive Laughter)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

A man given to bragging about the beauty of his wife one

day asked a small boy:
“Do you think my wife looks like a living Avalokitesvara?”
“Yes,” replied the small boy, “very much indeed.”
“Now,” the man again asked, “which part of her do you
think resembles the Avalokitesvara”
“Her feet,” came the unexpected reply.

Chen Gaomo: Xiao dao (Convulsive Laughter)
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»1 Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Unable to Gather &
Them Together

A scholar taking an examination found it hard to build up
his composition. His valet went to the entrance to the
examination hall to make inquiries. There, he saw plenty of
examinees coming out after handing in their papers.

As the dusk deepened, his valet approached the valet of
another examinee and asked:

“Do you happen to know about how many characters are
required for writing an essay?”

“Well, | should say about five or six hundred characters.”

“Is that so?” exclaimed his valet. “Don’t tell me my
master hasn’t got five or six hundred characters in his belly.
How come he is still in there?”

“Don’t you worry,” the other valet comforted him. “Of
course he has five hundred characters in his belly. The trouble

is, he just can’t gather them together at a moment’s notice.”

Chen Gaomo: Xiao dao (Convulsive Laughter)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Rain

Two men were drinking wine at a wineshop. After finishing
the last bottle between them, they sat there chatting with no
intention of leaving. Feeling tired, the owner of the wineshop
made a feint of looking at the sky and said:

“Looks like rain.”

On hearing this, the two men said:

“Since the rain is coming, we’d better wait till it clears up.”

After a while, the owner again said:

“Now, it’s stopped raining.”

“Well,” said they, “since it’s stopped raining, there’s no
hurry to leave.”

Zhao Tianyang: Zeng ding jie ren yi xin ji
(Amusing Stories, Revised & Enlarged Edition)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Content with a
Poor Beggar

A man surnamed Zhang and a man surnamed Li were one
day walking down the street together. Approaching in the
opposite direction was a rich man sitting in a sedan chair and
accompanied by a large retinue of servants. When the sedan
chair drew near, Zhang immediately dragged Li into a doorway
by the roadside where they hid behind the door. He said by
way of explanation:

“The man sitting in the sedan chair is a close relative of
mine. If he saw me, he would get down from his sedan and
bow to me. That would cause -him and me a lot of trouble.”

“You certainly did the right thing,” was Li’s comment.

With the sedan chair gone, the two of them resumed their
journey. Not long afterwards, they caught sight of an
immaculately dressed important personage on horseback riding
towards them with a suite of followers. Again Zhang avoided
meeting him by dragging Li into a doorway.

“The man on horseback is a very good friend of mine,” he
explained. “We’ve known each other since early boyhood. If he
saw me, he would certainly dismount and salute me. That

would put both of us to a'lot of trouble.”
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

“Sure,” said Li. “What you did was quite right.”

By and by a poor beggar dressed in rags was seen coming
towards them. At his approach Li immediately dragged Zhang
into a doorway where they hid behind the door.

“This poor beggar is not only my close relative but also my
best friend,” said Li. “l must keep away from him, otherwise
he would blush on seeing me.”

Taken aback, Zhang asked:

“But how could you have such a relative and friend?”

“Well,” replied Li, “since men of wealth and position are all
your relatives and friends, | should be content with a poor
beggar.”

Shi Chengjin: Xiao de hao (/t’s Good to Laugh)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Reincarnated
as Your Father

A rich man who had sent for all his debtors said to them:

“If you are so poor that you are unable to pay off the debts
you owe me, you could vow to repay me in some way in your
next life and I’ll burn your I0U’s”

A man who owed the rich man a small sum of money
said:

“To repay you, | wish to be reincarnated as a horse in my
next life so that you can ride me.”

At that the rich man nodded and burnt his I0U. Then
another man who owed the rich man a moderate sum of
money said:

“To repay you, | wish to be reincarnated as an ox and
serve you by ploughing your fields.”

Again the rich man nodded and burnt his [OU. Finally, a
man who owed the rich man a huge sum of money said:

“l wish to be reincarnated as your father so that | might
pay off all my debts to you.”

At that the rich man instantly flew into a rage.

“What?” he thundered. “You know damn well you owe

me a lot of money. instead of paying your debt you’re trying to
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

seek undue advantage by poking fun at me. How dare you! ”

The rich man was going to box his ear when that man
said:

“Please listen to what | have to say. Since | am up to my
ears in debts, | don’t think | could ever pay them off simply by
working as your ox or horse. That’s why | wish to be
reincarnated as your father so that | might one day own
considerable property by working hard all my life. By refusing to
use one single copper coin for my own enjoyment, | might
leave everything to you so that you could live a life of wanton
extravagance. Isn’t that one way of paying off my long-

standing debts to you?”

Shi Chengjin: Xiao de hao (It’s Good to Laugh)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

A Dumb Beggar
Who Speaks

There was a panhandler who often pretended to be dumb
when he went begging in the streets. He would point at his
wooden bowl and then at his mouth and make an inarticulate
sound: “Ya! @

One day he bought two copper coins’ worth of wine at a
wineshop and gulped it down. Then he said to the waiter:

“Bring me some more! ”

“You were often here but you never spoke,” said the
astonished waiter. “How is it that you can speak now?”

“How could | speak when | had no money? Now that |

have some, naturally | can speak.”

Shi Chengijin: Xiao de hao (/t's Good to Laugh)

e
</ <

Note

® “Ya” means “dumb” in Chinese.
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

It Stinks to
High Heaven

A man of wealth was entertaining his guests when he
accidentally farted. There happened to be two of his guests by
his side. One of them said:

“Though resounding, it doesn’t stink at all.”

The other guest chimed in:

“Not only it doesn’t stink, it has in fact an exotic fragrance.”

At that the man of wealth knit his brows and said:

“l understand that when one’s fart no longer stinks, it
means that his five internal organs(D are injured and his days
are numbered. Am | dying?”

The first guest, on hearing this, immediately waved some
air towards himself and said:

“Ah, here comes the stinking smeli.”

The other guest, wrinkling his nose, began to draw one
deep breath after another. Then, holding his nose, he said,
frowning:

“Where | am, it stinks to high heaven.”

Shi Chengjin: Xiao de hao (It's Good to Laugh)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Note

@ A term used by practitioners of Chinese medicine to refer to one’s

heart, liver, spleen, lungs and kidneys.
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

To Teach Him a
Lesson for Me

An unworthy son was always knocking about his father,
who, however, was very fond of his grandson and held him in
his arms all the time.

Surprised, his neighbour asked:

“That son of yours is an unfilial son. Why is it that you love
his son so much?”

“Well,” explained the old man, “l want to bring him up to
manhood so that one day he will teach his father a lesson for

”

me.

Shi Chengjin: Xiao de hao (/t’s Good to Laugh)
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An absent-minded yamen runner was going to escort a

convicted monk to the prefecture. Before setting out, he
checked and double-checked everything he was supposed to
bring along. To make sure that he would not forget anything
on the way, he composed with the names of these things a
ditty: “Parcel, umbrella and cangue; official document, monk
and L.” This he kept repeating as he pursued his way.

Knowing that the yamen runner was a bit idiotic, the monk
managed to get him drunk en route. Having shaved the runner’s
head and fastened the cangue about his neck, the monk
absconded. When the runner finally sobered up, the first thing
he did was to check his things one by one.

“The parcel and the umbrella are here,” said he to himself.

Feeling the cangue about his neck, he said:

“Here’s the cangue all right.”

When he saw the official document, he said:

“Yes, the document is here.”

Then looking round and seeing no monk, he cried out:

“Dear me! The monk is missing.”

Scratching his head in perplexity, he found all his hair gone.
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“A good thing the monk is still here,” he exclaimed, “but |

am definitely missing.”

Shi Chengjin: Xiao de hao (It’s Good to Laugh)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

A Big Mouth

There were two men much given to braggart language.
One of them boasted:

“In our village we have a giant whose head touches the
sky when he stands up.”

The other had this to say:

“In our village we have a bigger man whose upper lip
reaches to the sky while his lower lip rests on the ground.”

“Then where is his body supposed to be?” inquired the
first man.

“Well,” replied the other, “his big mouth is the only thing

that one can see.”

Shi Chengjin: Xiao de hao (/t’s Good to Laugh)

199



200

TRALKAIE q’&%%fﬁﬁﬁ

shi yi 2l xI ybudang bu kén du shd g fu nu bl vyl
4!; —FEHESF A EER,HXBA—
shn chudén song y!n shi  jido hng y&n jing ZI xi kan shi  xin
shi , R ERR,.BELSCBEBFAE B, O
st ZI xi xiang sha rd cl yong gong Zl ran ming bdi  gud
y‘m IEE\{?ZE?E#aﬁDIH:mm,E,“HE Eoiﬁ.
GP le san fu ddo fang né  kan qf gbng keé 2zl dul yué
T=B,XEBFAR,FEXDR,FXHAE.
chén
‘g méng fu gin jiao xtn de ji mido  du shi gud ran da ydu i
ﬁ&(‘ TR RXFENGSGHRY  EBRRXKEH
de yl W& cdi kdn dé san i shd  xin zhdng jit ming bdi le
) ¥ R+ EB=BH, 0P HRBAAET .

fu X1 wenyué ming bGi le hé shi Zl yi X yué wo

XE@RB."PHETAEFRERD . "R
i G shi ydong bl xi& chéng de

— | ARAXENE, R BEE A &,

Zl X kan le san i cai xitio dé yi zhdng yi zhang de

FABT=8,FBEE— K — %k &

(24
=
<
p=]
3
<
3
Q
T
3
o 3
@
a
o



Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Books Are Printed

There was a young man who spent all his time loafing
about, refusing to read any books. This incurred the anger of
his father, who finally had him confined to a room with three
meals a day sent in to him. His father enjoined that he should
keep his eyes on his books and apply his mind to them. If he
did as he was bidden, he would surely understand a lot of
things.

Three days later, the father came into the room to see
how he was getting on with his studies.

“Father,” said the young man, “the instruction you gave
me last time simply worked wonders. Reading books has
indeed done me a lot of good. I’ve read only for three days.
Now | understand plenty.”

“Really?” asked the happy father. “What is it that you have
understood?”

“Well,” answered his son with pride, “I’ve always thought
that books were written with a writing brush. These three days
I’ve run my eyes over them carefully. Now | understand that

every page of them was printed with printing blocks.”

Shi Chengijin: Xiao de hao (It’s Good to Laugh) 201
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

I Want Your F inger

A celestial being capable of turning stone into gold by
. -touching it with his finger descended to the world to test and
judge how greedy men could be. His idea was to find a man
with the least greed for gold and make him an immortal. He
looked everywhere but none could be found that would meet
his requirements. However big the stone he turned into gold,
the man he offered it to would think it too small. At last, he
met a man who seemed different. Pointing to a stone, the
celéétial being said to him:
~“l can turn this stone into gold for you. Do you want it?”

The man shook his head. The celestial being, believing that
the man thought it too small, pointed to a much bigger one and
said:

“How about this one? | can turn it into gold for you.”

Again the man shook his head. Thereupon the celestial
being thought to himself: A man like this is hard to come by, He
is not the least greedy for money. | must make him an immortal.

“Tell me,” the celestial being said to the man, “since you
don’t want any gold, whether it’s a big lump or a small lump,

what are you after?”
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Raising his index finger, the man replied:

“] want nothing else but that finger of yours which can turn
a stone into gold. If you would deign to exchange fingers with
me, | could go anywhere. | like and, by touching stones and
turning them into gold, | would have more gold than | could

spend.”

Shi Chengjin: Xiao de hao (it’s Good to Laugh)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

To Limit One’s Age

A centenarian was celebrating his 100th birthday when one
of his guests congratulated him:

“I wish you will live to the ripe old age of 120.”

This, however, roused the ire of the old man, who blurted:

“You don’t have to feed me, you know. Why the hell must
you set a limit to my age and not let me live one or two
hundred years longer?”

Shi Chengjin: Xiao de hao (/t's Good to Laugh)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Inhaling Wind and
Discharging Smoke

There was once a very rich man who had neither servants
nor lackeys in his employ. All the household chores he did
himself, Before long he was tired out. Some of his friends
advised him to take on a lackey so that he could lead an easier
life. Upon that the rich man said:

“Of course | know what a lackey could do for me. What
worries me is that | would have to pay him and feed him. That’s
why 1’d rather do all the work myself and dispense with the
service of any servant.”

One of his friends who knew what he was thinking about
lied to him:

“I’ve a servant at home who asks for no pay and eats
nothing. What’s more, he is discreet and hardworking. If you
wish, | would send him over to wait on you. Of course, you
don’t have to pay for his service. Will you take him on?”

“If he doesn’t eat anything,” the rich man wanted to
know, “will he not starve?”

“Well,” replied that friend, “this servant of mine had the
good fortune when he was young to meet a celestial being

who imparted to him the secret of inhaling wind and 211
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

discharging smoke. This keeps him from feeling hungry all day
long.”

Thereupon the rich man meditated for some time and
slowly shook his head and said:

“No, thanks. | don’t want him.”

“And why not?” inquired his friend.

“You said this man can inhale wind and discharge smoke,”
explained the rich man. “When | take someone on, | want his
excrement, too, as manure to fertiize my land. Since this
fellow discharges nothing but smoke, | guess it isn’t worth my

while to take him on.”

Shi Chengijin: Xiao de hao (It’s Good to Laugh)
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Chinese Jokes

Ginseng Soup

A pampered son of a certain wealthy family went strolling
in the street one morning. He saw a poor man carrying
something on a shoulder pole fall down. As the poor fellow
could not pick hirhself up, the young man asked one of the
passers-by:

“What’s wrong with that man?”

“That man is hungry because he didn’t have his meal this
morning,” answered the passer—by. “He’s lying down there to
have a short rest.”

“Well,” said the young man again, “since he didn’t have
his meal, why didn’t he drink a cup of ginseng soup instead.

He wouldn’t have felt hungry for a good half day.”

Shi Chengjin: Xiao de hao (it’s Good to Laugh)

Through The Ages
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Abnormal Weather

It was in the depth of winter, and a man of wealth,
wrapped in furs, sat drinking by the fire in his warm chamber.
After downing some wine, he sweated profusely. Taking off his
hat and fur coat, he said in a loud voice:

“My! How warm it is. The weather is quite abnormal this
winter.”

His servants, shivering in the cold on the other side of the
door, said:

“Our master has abnormal weather inside his room. For us

thinly-clad and poorly-fed, the weather is quite normal here.”

Shi Chengijin: Xiao de hao (/t’ s Good to Laugh)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

A Scholar Sitting 2
in Judgment

A countryman speaking of his aspirations said:

“I’|l be satisfied with one hundred mu® of paddy field.”

On hearing this, his jealous neighbour said:

“If you had one hundred mu of paddy field, | would raise
ten thousand ducks and let them devour all your paddy.”

This touched off a squabble between them and both sides
refused to give in. So they decided to submit their dispute to a
magistrate for arbitration. Not knowing where the yamen was,
they just walked along the street until they came to an old-style
private school. Impressed by its stately walls and the gate and
mistaking it for a yamen, they entered grappling with each
other. There they saw a scholar walking to and fro in the
lecture hall. Mistaking him for an official, they poured out
before him their grievances, one against the other. After
hearing them out, the scholar said:

“You may go and buy your paddy field, and he may go and
raise his ducks. When | become a magistrate one day, !’ll sit in

judgment on your case.”

Shi Chengjin: Xiao de hao (/t’s Good to Laugh)

219



220

W ER *L%Qﬁﬁﬂ;ﬁﬂ

A G ONIOL

5 A=A S FA-RERATEHOBLZR . “ABE
= WA -BGRE FAMR LS, KHGS, AR B E
R "=AMERTEEBRY R hEAA—Faw

) #iE KRR — T RBT RGN/ EILE, TR, AA
N
e ABARXHFERYTRA ZRML, RELXE XN T4

BT, BAARRKAHNEZA 23 FRLRLEX
N, TRAKEZAAPH AR LT, EF-AFARNALEL
S BBAAABRASRLKRZETS ROFA LS L0910
B, FAFLHAE  “hEEREST R ARy
R FHABERENGTR T HHENTIAE, "~

ey O B¥ XERHBEF RESARMMREEL |
Wt
@ FRE.VHEBAFEY,



Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

@ A mu is approximately equal to 0.067 hectares.
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

The Emperor’s
Crown and Gown

A beggar who had taken a trip to Beijing was boasting that
he had seen the Emperor. Someone asked him:

“How was the Emperor attired?”

“He had on a crown carved from white jade and a gown
wrought of solid gold,” was the reply.

“But how could the Emperor make a bow in a gown
wrought of solid gold?” inquired another man.

“Fie upon you! ” said the beggar. “You’re simply ignorant
of the affairs of human life. Whom do you think an emperor

would ever want to bow to?”

Shi Chengjin: Xiao de hao (It’s Good to Laugh)
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V, Through The Ages

Like Attending a
Funeral

There was an idiotic ‘boy who would let fall inauspicious
remarks every now and then. One day his father brought him
along to a wedding party given at his brother-in-law’s house.
When the boy was about to say something, his father warned
him:

“This is a wedding — a happy event. Don’t say anything
inauspicious, mind you! ”

“You don’t have to tell me that,” replied the boy. “l know
this is a wedding and getting married is not like attending a

funeral.”

Shi Chengjin: Xiao de hao er ji (It’s Good to Laugh, Vol. Ii)
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I've Forgotten It
Was the Dragon
Boat Festival®

At the Dragon Boat Festival, the pupil did not present a gift
to his tutor, as befitted the occasion. Surprised, the tutor asked
him:

“Why hasn’t your father sent gifts?”

The pupil went home and asked his father, who said:

“Tell your tutor that I’ve forgotten it was the Dragon Boat
Festival.”

The next day, the pupil told his tutor what his father had
said.

“Well,” said the tutor, “l’ve now a line of verse for you to
cap. If you fail to produce a satisfactory antithetical couplet, |’ll
give you a spanking.”

The line was: Zhang Liang, Han Xin, and Yuchi Gong are
three of the prominent personages of the Han Dynasty. This
turned out to be too difficult for the pupil, who tearfully laid the
matter before his father.

“Go tell your tutor, son,” said the father, “that there’s

something wrong with his line of verse. Yuchi Gong was a man

227



wma.nasﬁt‘ ‘Pﬁﬁ}!ff)’tﬂ:ﬁﬁ

- 2 Bl i T 24 T A

A—ABESLE AR FFGNE, FRAKS
FAEGTFAD ARRER, FRRLFeth F 45, <3¢
MEFT GOXLEFAH2EAREZLETL? "FA2wHE
FKFXRE2EF LFHL . hD LKL 4, Rt
BLFERT "EAFERELEHERT , £ K
@A B R e R ARG RRITRRET, "F
RBHBT LR RAEZX . KRAHEHRE, "FASR
HTR Tk, FARRADERIAFLFTLE,
Rty UM . ht 3, XMFHBT HRALE
MAFTRARPA, "EAF LR ELETEBLL L4
W R FELFFHGENRZFAE E2ER— A
BT

o s ORMEA HUEKR BERAN, KR FTH,
RHEAL— EBRLSFHNAHHRUK, HERA,
RERLEH A ER, B ARAEASE, BANES
KB PR HAAROKK, B REEN RS
ERB, KA. EARMKER, FHAHRBEIA, N K
RELERINEEAR, by RE,

QRES FUM EVUFL A ERL SRR
FERERMBEARAELT T AL 5%,

228 /



Chinese Jokes

who lived under the Tang Dynasty, not the Han Dynasty.”

The pupil respectfully told his tutor about this. At that the
tutor said:

“Your father can remember what happened thousands of
years ago. How come he could forget it was the Dragon Boat
Festival yesterday?”

Shi Chengjin: Xiao de hao er ji (It’s Good to Laugh, Vol. 1i)

Noto

@ The 5th day of the 5th lunar month.

Through The Ages
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

The Picture of 2.8
a Taoist Priest Pasted™ &
on the Front Door

A man who had intended to buy a picture of a door—god<D
bought one of a Taoist priest by mistake and pasted it up on
the front door.

“A door-god is supposed to hold a sword in one hand and
a hatchet in the other,” said his wife. “That’s why ghosts are
afraid of door-gods. This one looks so benign. What’s the use
of having his picture pasted there?”

“Don’t talk like that,” warned her husband. “Nowadays,

one who looks benign often acts with vicious intent.”

Shi Chengjin: Xiao de hao er ji (It’s Good to Laugh, Vol. Ii)

Note

® The picture of a door-god was often pasted on the front door of a
house as a talisman in old China.
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

A man down with an illness sent for a doctor. After
examining the patient, the doctor assured him that there was
nothing serious. Yet his condition soon took a turn for the
worse, despite heavy medical expenses. Indignantly resentful,
the man bade hié servant to go and give the doctor a good
scolding. However, the servant was back in a jiffy. When asked
whether he had scolded the doctor as he was bidden, he said:

“No.”

“And why not?” demanded his master.

“Well,” replied the servant, “there were so many scolders

-~ at the doctor’s house that | simply couldn’t push my way in.”

Shi Chengijin: Xiao de hao er ji (It’s Good to Laugh, Vol. i)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

You Have to
Kowtow Back

Xu Zhi, magistrate of Huating County, was noted for his
honesty and clear-sightedness. The people under his rule,
therefore, never had cause for complaining.

One day, an actor who played the martial role on stage
seized a countryman and dragged him before the magistrate.
Xu, who knew what kind of man the actor was, asked what
was the matter.

“Your Honour,” said the actor, “l was walking along the
street when this fellow soiled my clothes with the dung he was
carrying.”

“You bumpkin !” the magistrate smote the table and
snapped at the countryman. “How careless of you! Since
you’ve soiled the clothes of this young gentleman, you shall
not go unpunished.”

At that the countryman piteously begged for mercy.

“Are you willing to take punishment?” asked the
magistrate. “If so, you shall kowtow to this young gentleman
one hundred times.”

Thereupon, the magistrate bade the actor to sit facing

south and ordered that the countryman kowtow to him. Beside 235
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

them stood a yamen runner keeping count. On the count of
seventy, the magistrate suddenly cried: “Stop! ” and turning to
the actor, he said:

“How muddleheaded of me! | forgot to ask you whether
you are an actor who plays the scholarly role or the martial
role.”

The actor replied that he played the martial role.

“Ah,” said the magistrate, “I’m afraid it’s my mistake. An
actor who plays the scholarly role is worth one hundred times
of kowtowing while an actor who plays the martial role is worth
only fifty. Now you ought to kowtow back twenty times to the
countryman.”

With that he bade the countryman to sit facing south and
ordered that the actor kowtow to him. As the actor refused to
do so, two yamen runners got hold of him and, forcing him to
kneel down, bumped his head against the ground twenty times.
After that, the actor left in a huff.

Hermit of Solitary Comfort Abode: Xiao xiao lu
(Rollicking Laughter)
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" Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

A man surnamed Qi, who used to give himself up to study
when young, was a little idiotic. Rising early one morning, he
asked the servant-girl:

“Did you dream of me last night?”

“No,” was the reply.

At that the man flew into a rage and berated her:

“I dreamt of you clearly last night. It’s no good trying to
deny it! ”

Then he went to complain to his mother.

“This idiotic servant-girl needs a good spanking,” said he.
“l dreamt of her last night, but she insisted that she didn’t
dream of me. Preposterous, isn’t it?”

Hermit of Solitary Comfort Abode: Xiao xiao lu
(Rollicking Laughter)
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

Tall Hat

To give someone a tall hat is a common saying which
means to flatter someone. There were two disciples who,
before going away to take up their first appointments, went to
call on their teacher together. Said the teacher:

“Nowadays, it doesn’t pay to be straightforward in what
one says. Take my advice for your own good: Give a tall hat to
whomever you meet.”

“Our teacher is right,” said one of the disciples. “At the
present time there are indeed very few people like our teacher
who do not like tall hats.” '

At that the teacher’s face lit up with pleasure. On their
way out, that disciple said to the other:

“I’ve just given away one tall hat.”

Hermit of Solitary Comfort Abode: Xiao xiao lu
(Rollicking Laughter)
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Chinese Jokes

Taking a Drink
on the Sly

A teacher of an old-style private school who was very fond
of the cup had in his employ a servant-boy who also had a
craving for drink. When his master was not looking, he would
help himself to a drink of his master’s wine. The teacher
eventually had to fire him and said that in future he would take
on only someone who never touched alcoholic drinks, so that
he would not take a drink on the sly. Then it occurred.to him
that it would be better still to take on someone who did not
know what wine was. Such a man would never take a drink, let
alone taking it on the sly.

One day, a friend of his recommended to him a servant.
To put him to the test, the teacher showed him some yellow
rice wine ahd asked him what it was. The servant said it was
mellow Shaoxing rice wine. The teacher immediately sent him
away, saying to himself:

“That fellow even knows the other name for yellow wine.
Must be a drinker.”

Then his friend recommended to him another servant to

whom the teacher applied the same test. The answer was

Huadiao®. Again the teacher sent him away, saying to himself:

Through The Ages
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

“That fellow even knows the name for highgrade wine.
Surely not one who never drinks.”

Finally, his friend recommended a man who knew neither
yellow rice wine nor white spirit when shown the stuff.
Overjoyed, the teacher immediately took him on, thinking that
this fellow must be a teetotaler.

Then it happened that the teacher had to go away for
some time and leave behind the servant to look after the
school. Before he left, he enjoined his servant:

“Keep an eye on the ham on the wall and the fat chicken
in the yard. There are two bottles in my room, one containing
white arsenic and the other red arsenic. Both are deadly
poison. If drunk by mistake, they would burst apart your inside
and cause instant death.”

After the departure of the teacher, his servant began to kill
the chicken and cook the ham preparatory to treating himself to
a hearty meal. To his meal, he drank up the two bottles of
wine, one red and one white, and fell down dead drunk.

Coming back from his trip, the teacher pushed open the
door and found the servant lying on the ground, reeking of
wine. Then he discovered that both the chicken and the ham
were gone. Exasperated, the teacher fell to kicking the servant
until he sobered up. When questioned, he said in tears:

“After you left, master, | stayed here and kept my eyes
peeled. All of a sudden a cat appeared from nowhere and

snatched away the ham. Then a dog intruded into the yard and 2 45
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

chased the chicken off to the neighbour’s. In a moment of
desperation, | wanted to end my own life. | remembered the
bottles of arsenic you told me about. First | guiped down the
white arsenic but nothing came of it. Then | drank up the red
arsenic, but the thing didn’t kill me, either. Now | feel dizzy,

lying here on the ground, more dead than alive.”

Little Stone Taoist Hermit: Xi tan lu (Ripples of Mirth)

L o\ 2
Nete

® High-grade Shaoxing wine.
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

The Imbecile Son
of a Rich Family

There was once a rich man who had by hook and by crook
amassed a fortune of myriads of taels of silver. And he was
such a calculating tightwad that he was hated by everyone.
Some would even call down a curse upon him:

“ill -gotten, ill-spent. A man like him will suffer inevitable
retribution.”

This being repeated to the rich man, he felt a furtive sense
of resentment.

The rich man had a grown-up son who was as extravagant
as he was idiotic. One day, his father admonished him:

“You’re no longer a boy, son. Yet you are unable to tell
beans from wheat. Now, I’ll have one of the servants take you
out to see the world. You’ll come to understand how hard one
has to work to earn a living and how expensive things are.”

The nitwit was glad to comply with his father’s wish.
Thereupon, his father bade a servant-boy to accompany him.

After leaving their home-town and walking some distance,
they found themselves amid the mountains where they came
upon a few stonemasons at work. Soon two stone lions, one

big and one small, took shape under their chisels. Taking a 2 49
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Chinese Jokes

Through The Ages

fancy to these lions, the imbecile insisted on buying them.

“How much?” he asked the stonemasons. '

Recognizing the imbecile son of the rich man, the
stonemasons, trying to hoax him, said:

“3,000 taels for the small lion and 5,000 for the big lion.”

“Quite reasonable,” said the imbecile. “You guys carry
them to my house. Quick! ”

The stonemasons delivered the small lion first to the rich
man’s house. When the imbecile came back home, he joyfully
told his father:

“What I’ ve bought today is a real bargain, dad.”

Asked what it was, he had the stone lion carried in. When
the father asked how much he had paid for it, he said:

“Three thousand taels.”

At that the rich man instantly flared up and berated his
son:

“For this trash you have paid such a high price? You’re
surely a good-for-nothing prodigal. No wonder people say that
retribution will overtake me one of these days. This is indeed a
retribution.”

Upon that, the imbecile clapped and said gleefully:

“You know what, dad? This is only the small retribution.

Another bigger retribution is coming soon.”

Little Stone Taoist Hermit: Xi tan lu (Ripples of Mirth)
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Seven-month Baby

A woman only seven months gone gave birth to a boy.
Fearing that his son could not grow up, her husband sought
advice on the subject from everyone he met. While talking to a
friend one day, he again brought the subject up.

“No matter,” said his friend. “My great grandmother was
also only seven months gone when she gave birth to my grand-
father.”

Astounded, the man said:

“Well, well, did your grandfather grow up after all?”

Master of Games: Xin juan xiao lin guang ji
(Jest Book: Newly Engraved Edition)
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Concealing Her Age

A man married a woman who was no longer young. Sitting
on the nuptial bed, he noticed that her face was seamed with
wrinkles.

“How old are you?” he asked the bride.

“About forty-five or six,” was the reply.

“But the marriage certificate says thirty-eight. In my
opinion, you are more than forty -five or six. Do tell me the
truth.”

“Well, the truth is I’m fifty-four.”

Though the husband pressed her again and again, she
insisted that she was no more than fifty-four. Tortured by
doubt, he was about to go to bed when a bright idea came to
him.

“]’d better go and cover up that urn, or the rats will eat up
the salt in it.”

“What a joke! ” the woman cried out. “For sixty-eight
years that I’ve been in the world, 1’ve never heard of rats
eating salt.”

Master of Games: Xin juan xiao lin guang ji
(Jest Book: Newly Engraved Edition) 257
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May I Have Some
Water, Please?

A guest invited to dinner found at his seat only one
chopstick. When the service began and all the other guests
raised their chopsticks to help themselves, he just sat tight,
hands in sleeves, and looked on. A little while later, he said to
the host:

“May | have a bowl of clean water, please?”

“Whatever for?” asked the host.

“To wash my fingers so that | can help myself like
everybody else.”

Master of Games: Xin juan xiao lin guang ji
(Jest Book: Newly Engraved Edition)
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To Occupy a Chair

A debtor had so many creditors coming to demand
payment of his debts that all the chairs and stools in his house
were taken, and one of the creditors was even sitting on the
threshold. To the latter he whispered:

“Come again, sir, early tomorrow morning.”

Thinking that the debtor intended to settle with him first,
- the man was overjoyed and informed the others of what he
thought was the intention of the debtor so that they would
leave.

The next day, the man came again at dawn and asked the
debtor why he had made that appointment with him.

“] felt uneasy,” replied the debtor, “when | saw you sitting
most uncomfortably on the threshold yesterday. By coming
early this morning you can occupy a chair.”

Master of Games: Xin juan xiao lin guang ji
L. o (Jest Book: Newly Engraved Edition)
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