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This book has 100 miniature stories selected from the vast repertoire of
note-writings and fictions by the pre-Qin philosophers and the scholars
from the Han Dynasty down to the end of the Qing Dynasty. These
articles of varied length display, in concise and intriguing stance, both wit
and humous, as well as the various attitudes towards life and the general
aspects of the ancient Chinese society.
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The Classics Bring a
Modern China to the World
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‘The Traditional Chinese Culture Classical Series originated from the
Chinese-English 100 Bilingual Series, the most popular one in the last two
decades of the 20th century in China. The series had so impressed
generations of English learners and admirers of Chinese culture that still
leaves a deep impression in readers’ mind. The books were their primary
reading materials of English language, resourceful teacher and intimate
friend, witnessing a perennial youth in pursuit of knowledge and success.

The series gradually came into being through the cooperation
between China Translation and Publication Corporation (CTPC) and Hong
Kong Commercial Press in 1980s and 1990s. The series was compiled
and translated together by a group of outstanding scholars and professors.

To bring the superb quality of the previous series into fuli play, CTPC
has put enormous effort in revising and reorganizing it, drawing from the
contributions by renowned translation scholars and experts in' China. Their
critical assessment and compilation with regards to topics, original
selections, English translations, and overall layouts will surely stand to the
reader’s demand and create a new image of Chinese culture, that is, in
“The Traditional Chinese Culture Classical Series”.

The Traditional Chinese Culture Classical Series enjoys rich content
and realizes our reader-oriented principle. To these ends, we add modern
Chinese renditions, annotations, pronunciations, and highlighted classical
sentences while removing those obscure and tedious sections, in an
effort to make the series both popular and pragmatic.

Characteristic of holistic configuration and harmonious unity between
the fine format and the excellent content, the Traditional Chinese Culture
Classical Series will certainly be cherished by readers from both home and
abroad.
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Although the expression “miniature story” does not occur in
ancient Chinese writings, it is hard to find a more appropriate synonym,
and we have no difficulty in finding a great number of short articles in
classical works, especially in the historical annals from the late Spring
and Autumn Period (770—467 BC) to the outbreak of the Opium War
in 1840.

These articles, some of which consist of merely a few words, are
comparable to English features, anecdotes, comments, jottings or short
essays. They display both wit and humour, as well as the various
attitudes towards life and the general aspects of the ancient Chinese
society.

We have selected 100 representative and interesting pieces from
the Pre-Qin Period right through to the Qing Dynasty, covering more
than two thousand five hundred years. Due to the shortness of this
compilation, readers may feel that they can only catch a glimpse of
Chinese culture, yet it should be sufficient to gain. an insight into this
subject.

Because of the difference in cultural background and the disparity
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of linguistic constructs, Chinese-English translation fails to convey the
original idea perfectly, just as with English-Chinese translation. I think
all translators agree with me on this. We could have given more
annotations, however some problems cannot be explained by an
annotation of only a few words. Therefore in many cases, we have
decided to leave such problems to the interested readers themselves to
study and research into. :

[ am greatly indebted personally to Shang Duan, Jiang Zaifen and
Zou Xiaobiao for their contributions to the translations in this book
(names arranged in sequence of number of articles translated).

Ma Jiaju (Ligian)
Dec. 24, 1993

PREFACE
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Ancient Chinese
Miniature Stories

Confucius and
His Pupils

Zilu {(Zhong You), Zeng Xi (Dian), Ran You (Qiu) and Gongxi
Hua (Chi) were sitting beside Confucius (551-476 BC). Confu-
cius éaid to them, “Don’t mind my being slightly older than
you, just answer me directly. You always say, ‘The ruler does
not know me.’ If you were known to some ruler, what would
you like to do?”

Zilu hastily replied, “In the case of a state of a thousand
chariots confined between other large states, suffering from
Invasions and stricken with famine, if | were appointed to the
government, in less than three years’ time | could make the
people brave and recognize the right conduct.” The Master
smiled.

“Qiu, what are your wishes?”

Ran You replied, “Suppose there was a state of sixty or
seventy square /i ¥, or one of fifty or sixty, and | was entrusted
with the government of it, in three years | could make the
people wealthy. As to teaching them the rites and music, |
would leave that job to other more able men.”

“Chi, What are. your wishes?” said the Master to Gongxi

Hua.
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Ancient Chinese
Miniature Stories

“} do not say | am able, but | should wish to learn. In the
services of the ancestral temple, and at the conferences of the
princes, | would like to be a small assistant, wearing a black
robe and a cap of ceremony,” Gongxi Hua replied.

Last of all the Master asked Zeng Xi, “Dian, what are your
wishes?”

Xi, stopped playing his se @, laid the instrument aside, rose
and said, “My wishes are different from my three friends’.”

“Never mind,” said the Master. “Just speak out your
wishes all the same.”

“In the last month of spring, dressed up for the season
and accompanied by five or six young men over twenty and six
or seven young boys, | would bathe in the Yi River, enjoy the
gentle breeze over the rain altar and then sing on the way
home.”

Tht; Master sighed, “| appreciate Dian.”

After the three others had left, Zeng Xi said to the Master,
“What do you think of the words of my three friends?”

“Each of them simply expressed his wishes,” replied the
Master.

Xi pursued: “Master, why did you smile at You?”

“The management of a state demands the rites and rules
of courtesy. His words were not modest, so | smiled at him,”
the Master replied.

Xi again said, “But was it not a state which Qiu proposed

for himself?.”
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Ancient Chinese
Miniature Stories

“Yes, did you ever see a territory of sixty or Seventy
square /i, or one of fifty or sixty, which was not a state?”

“And was it not a state which Chi proposed for himself?”

The Master replied again, “Yes, who but dukes and princes
has the privilege to deal with ancestral temples and be present
at court? If Chi were to be a small assistant in those services,

who could be a great one?”

Lunyu (The Analects of Confucius)

Notes

® 1 Ii= 0.5 km
@ se: a twenty-five-stringed plucked instrument somewhat similar to

the zither.
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Ancient Chinese
Miniature Stories

Feel No Cold

Once during the reign of King Jing (?—490 BC) in the State

of Oi@, it had been snowing for three days without break.

The King, dressed in a white fox fur cape, was sitting in a
porch on one side of the palace. The Pnme Minister Yan Zi (?-
500 BC) came to present himself to the King. After he stood
before the King for a while, the King spoke to him, “Strange, it
has been snowing for three days without break, but still | don’t
feel cold.”

At this Yan Zi asked of the King, “Is it actually not cold?”

The King just smiled. Yan Zi spoke out again, “l have heard
that the ancient kings of virtue knew that the people were
hungry while they themselves were full, that the people were
cold while they were warm and that the people were
exhausted by hard work while they were in comfort and at

leisure. How could Your Majesty know nothing of all these?”

Yan Zi Chun Qiu (Anecdotes of Yan Ying)

-3 %

Note

(D Oi: a state in the Spring and Autumn Period (770—476 BC) in
Chinese history.
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Ancient Chinese

Miniature Stories

A man of the State of Qi had a wife and a concubine living
with him together. Whenever the husband went out, he would
get himself well filled with wine and meat before he returned.
His wife asked him whom he ate and drank with, he said that
all of them were wealthy and honorable people. The wife then
said to the concubine, “Whenever our husband goes out, he is
sure to come back having satiated with wine and meat. | asked
with whom he ate and drank, and he said they were all wealthy
and honourable people, And yet no people of distinction have
ever come here. | will spy out where our husband has been
to.”

One day, she got up early in the morning, and followed her
husband in secret to wherever he went. All along in the whole
city, no one stopped to talk with him. At last, he came to those
who were offering sacrifices among the tombs beyond the
eastern outer wall, and begged for what they had left over. Not
having had enough, he looked about for other leftovers. And
this was the way in which he satisfied himself.

His wife returned, and informed the concubine, saying, “It

Is our husband that we look up to and rely on all our lives. But

11
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now these are his ways!” The wife and the concubine mocked
at their husband and wept together in the middle room. Mean-
while the husband, knowing nothing of this, came in jauntily,
* appearing smugly in front of his wife and concubine.

From this, decent and upright people will see that few
people can employ means of gaining wealth, honour and
advancement which would not cause their wives and

concubines to weep together in shame.

Meng Zi (The Works of Mencius)

13
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The Salve

Huizi told Zhuangzi (369-?BC): “The King of Wei® gave
me some seeds of a large calabash. | sowed them, and the
fruit, when fully grown, weighed five dan® . | used it to contain
water, but it was too fragile to lift. | cut it in two and made two
drinking vessels, but they were too flat to hold water. Nothing
but large stuff! So | knocked them into pieces.”

Zhuangzi said: “Sir, you’re not wise in the use of the large
calabash. A man of Song® was so skilful at making a salve,
which kept the hands from getting chapped, that his family
could for generations make the bleaching of ramee their
business, even in winter. A stranger heard of this and intended
to buy the recipe of the salve for a hundred jin® of gold. All the
members of the clan gathered together and considered the
offer: ‘We’ve been bleaching ramee for generations and have
earned only a little money. Now we can sell our recipe for a
hundred Jin overnight. Let the stranger have it! "

“The stranger got it and took it to the King of the State of
Wu®@ who was hostile to the State of Yue® . There he was

placed in command of the fleet. With the recipe he was able to

15



16

mm rﬁﬁﬁ:h-;m | :P ﬁ%%ﬁﬁiﬁﬁ

hu lud wi sudréng  zé fi ZI you ydu péng zhi xin y& fd

AEZELR B MEXFRE E 20X

zhudng zi  xiGo yéo you

( £ F-i8 & )

RFsTAETHHRIELR—FFRHFHAHT, i
CHREE FTERONE ET-AELXOGHF, R
FAERAR, EHBEBEELRERLAOS ; RAL
© B T SRR A AR 4 KW KA, B I
RABRGEREFRLAKR , LAKBACKHAEM, Pl
MAECITHRT,

EFSEFH . “RABEERAFTETRRAROART,
REFAMAAHHNBRAI M LFREGS RNL2EFX
A Fob 5 XK T 2L TR e 60 76, A A S IAT LT XM
¥ REA-THRTFERIMRT, 2RARERAD
Tt RN EE ARSNGB RS L LRI A
BF RLE—TFTFTUFHN -8R AT EARLESF LS
Hor2, CIPMAIFE| TRART FFERBFALRE, A,
REOLELE ZAERREIANIRABMKER  ELX
EMERAAKE, OTERLERALTHLEFRGEH,
FERGH ATHRTAB, XEAAXNMAR S T
WK T, IARELFHGFTE—H0 2L HFHAR
TTAKBHER, PAGOAFRARARATFREA
b R s FHRS, XZBARMNKG NG R—#, RAER
HELRKAP P A2 RE B e MR X8R FETH
ZE ARAEBALTAR? HARGER-NEATEN
A

k=]



Ancient Chinese
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engage Yue in a battle in winter. He won a great victory, and
was conferred a portion of the territory taken from Yue.”

“In both cases the salve was employed to preserve the
hands from being chapped. However in the latter case, it led to
the tand conferment; but in the former case, it had only enabled
its owners to continue their bleaching business. The difference
of results arises from the different applications of the recipe.
Now you, sir, have huge calabashes of five dan. Why don’t you
think of making large vessels of them, by means of which you
could have floated over rivers or lakes, instead of sorrowing
over the discovery that they are useless for holding water?

Your mind must have been confused.”

Zhuang Zi (The Writings of Zhuang Zhou)
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Miniature Stories

® Wei: a state in the Warring States Period (475—221 BC) in Chinese
history.

@ 1dan=75kg

@ Song, Wu, Yue: three states in the Spring and Autumn Period
(770—476 BC) in Chinese history.

@ jin: an ancient monetary unit. 1 jin = 50 kgs. of gold
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Ancient Chinese

Seven Orifices

Miniature Stories

The Emperor of the South Sea was Shu (Sudden), the
Emperor of the North Sea was Hu (Swiftness), and the
Emperor of the Centre was Hundun {Chaos). Shu and Hu often
met on the land of Hundun, who was quite kind to them. They
would like to repay his kindness, and said, “Men all have seven
orifices—eyes, ears, mouth and nostrils for the purpose of
seeing, hearing, eating and breathing, while this Emperor has
none. Let's try and make them for him.” Then they dug one
orifice in Hundun every day, and on the seventh day Hundun
died.

Zhuang Zi (The Writings of Zhuang Zhou)
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Cutting up an Ox

The cook of King Wenhui was cutting up an ox for the
king. Whenever he applied his hand, with his -shoulders leaning
forward, his foot firmly planted on the ground, and his knees
exerting a pressure, in the audible ripping of the hide and the
slicing operation of the knife, the sounds were all of a regular
cadence. And both movement and sound proceeded as in the
sanglin dance® and the jingshou music®.

The King marvelled: “Oh, excellent! Your art is just
perfect! ”

The cook laid down his knife, and replied to the remark,
“What |, your servant, follow are the principles of Tao, with
which | can master this skill. When | first began to cut up an
ox, | saw nothing more than the entire carcass. After three
years | no longer saw it as a whole. Now | rely on my mental
facultiés instead of my eyesight. The use of my senses is
discarded, while my mind takes me along. Following the natural
lines, my knife slips through the great crevices and slices
through the great cavities, and my art allows me to avoid the
big bones.

“A good cook changes his knife every year and he cuts
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with it; an ordinary cook changes his every month and he chops
with it. Now my knife has been in use for nineteen years and it
has cut up several thousand oxen, and yet its edge is as sharp
as if it had newly come from the whetstone. There are tendons
in the joints, and the edge of the knife which is of little
thickness can easily slice in the tendons, and move along as if
there were nothing there! That is the reason why my knife
looks as if it had newly come from the whetstone rafter 19
years.

“Nevertheless, whenever | come to a complicated joint and
see that there will be some difficulty, | will proceed anxiously
and with caution, not allowing my eyes to wander away from
the place, and moving my hand slowly. Then by a very slight
movement, the part is quickly separated and drops like a clot of
garth to the ground. Then standing with the knife in my hand, |
will look about with great satisfaction, wipe the knife clean and
put it in its sheath.”

King Wenhui said, “Incredible! | have heard the words of

my cook, and got from them the nourishment of life! ”

Zhuang Zi (The Writings of Zhuang Zhou)
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@ sanglin dance: a dance of the Shang Dynasty (c.16 th C—11th C BC).
@ jingshou music: the music of ancient China in legendary history
before the 21st century BC.
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Far or Near

Confucius (5651-476 BC) saw two lads arguing as he was
journeying eastward. He asked them what was the reason for
their disagreement. One lad said, “| insist the sun is nearer to
us when it rises in the morning, and it is farther away at noon.”
The other insisted that the sun was farther away when it rose,
but nearer at noon.

The former lad argued, “When the sun rises, it’s as big as
the parasol suspended above one of the carriages. At noon it’s
as small as a plate. The nearer object must look bigger than the
one farther away, mustn’t it?”

The other replied, “When the sun rises, it’s cold, but at
noon it’s hot. Doesn’t the sun feel warmer when it is nearer?”

Confucius didn’t know the answer to these questions and
the two lads giggled and quipped, “Who is it who said you

were so wise?”

Lie Zi (The Writings of Lie Yukou)

29



S——— -}

30

g IS T PRITEIL AR

LFEAFHS, BLELANDBARAL SR,
LFEMNEFHRGRE, — A DRI H KR R
RO BRBEAL MEFHNBEERL, " —ADHEIRA
KFERAI R RN EEAL HEFHTEBAL, F—
ANPNBEHRMARI S RO HE, XFREFEHSE,
FTEFONEHFRABBRESET KAZALAK,ER
REAAEBROFERRD HIBBEARRLEKD? "F —
ANFEBL R TR R R R e B AR R KA B T EF 6
BBRHCRG B FHERKREZ M XAAESEHN
f B AR JE B AL 6 BT AR R L R eh e

LFHT , REH B ERE, BADREFAL.
“lEFE ER?

CD %:E‘E=%D






32

WEH MR ?ﬁﬁ%i‘ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ

W‘-'i{‘(;%w

. i,

wWel

il v P
[P T

wel wang wei zhéng wang yué shi zhéng  liang

Vi
MOE BB E B, fh B RO

gué yé yl ér bié jin yuan f0 dé zhéng ér hé zhi lidng

BEw,ems,>BES B mEZ R,

zhéng jun huan zhi  zhéo qin chén ér yi zhi mdu sud i dui

NREBzZ, BEFEEMSESZRMAUX

wéi zhéng gong zI wéi zhéng jan yué ci shén yi ying vyé

B.® 2 F1B A B2 ‘it B 5P,

jun dui wei yue yi zhéng wéi gi wei ér k& hé y& z& bi
AEX#EBE . U ABMm TS th, WK
yi vyl yudn dé liang ér hé zhi zhéng wei wang i zhi

BB EHEREMDEZ B "8 £ ki,

hén f& zi  néi chd shud

(BAFEF-AHHE R )

HEAMAMEB A A Ea0042 K ERERRE — A
HEARZBRFSABABDRY, AALBFHFE fe
FREASFFRBD PR, "HMEREN, FTRAZEXEMNTZ
AT E N Rwg, FREE)IUF A IR E G, X A TG LR
TVASATT , AR E G, ‘e HK E S AR RORET
ReHT, EMNABLBERINKRE LR EDLSHIHE
R, TREFTENGE HKITETRAGSE K,

@ F.HHE,HE AR AE FTULHE &Y R
@ BNt ZHAT,



The King of Wei
Intends to Annex
Zheng

The King of Wei® said to the King of Zheng, “Zheng and

Liang@ used to be parts of one state, and they split into
different states later. | hope you join us to become one state
again.”

On hearing the request of the King of Wei, the King of
Zheng was greatly worried. He called all his courtiers together
to discuss the problem. The heir to the throne of Zheng
suggested saying to the King of Wei in reply: “As you suppose
that Zheng should j-::;in Wei, for they both were once parts of
one state, we would like to incorporate Wei as well.” After

hearing this the King of Wei gave up the idea.

Han Fei Zi (The Writings of Han Fei)

S ¥

Notas
@ Wei: also called liang,a state in the Warring States Period (4752—221
BC) in Chinese history.

@ Liang: another name ot Wei
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The Elixir

Someone presented an elixir for eternal life to the King of
the State of Jing®. While the courier was taking it to the King,
one of the guards asked the courier if he would allow him to
consume it instead. The courier agreed and so he swallowed
the elixir.

When the King found this out, he was so angry that he
ordered the guard be put to death. On hearing the command of
the King, the guard asked somebody to plead his case on his
behalf before the King, saying, “| asked the courier in the first
place if he would allow me to take the elixir, and he agreed.
Thus it is hardly myself who have offended you, but rather the
courier. Secondly, the person who presented this elixir insisted
that it would make you immortal. If you put me to death after |
took it, surely it is not an elixir for eternal life after all, and you
are being cheated. Then why should you put an innocent man
to death like this? ”

After the King heard the man’s plea, he granted his

pardon.

Han Fei Zi (The Writings of Han Fei)
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Ancient Chinese

Miniature Stories

Nnte

@® Jing: also called Chu, a state in the Spring and Autumn Period and
the Warring States Period in Chinese history.
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Not Easy to
Know People

Confucius (5651-476 BC) was in such adversity on his way
from the State of Chen to that of Cai that he relieved his
hunger with a soup of wild grass. He hadn’t eaten a single
grain of rice all week. As he was taking his nap at midday, Yan
Hui (521-490 BC); a pupil of his, brought back some rice and
began cooking it..

As the rice was almost done, Confucius saw Yan Hui
eating some of it. When the rice was done, Yan Hui called
Confucius to eat. Confucius pretended not to have seen
anything, got up and said, “l dreamt of my late father, and |’d
like to make an offering to his ghost with this meal.” Yan Hui
replied: “You can’t, it’s not pure. There was coal dust in the
pot, but | thought it would be a pity to discard all the rice, so |
picked out the dirty grains and ate them.” At this, Confucius
sighed and said, “l| used tﬁ rely on my eyes to judge, but this
time my eyes cannot be trusted; | used to rely on my heart to
judge, but this time my heart fails me. Pupils, you should see it

is not easy to understand somebody.”

Lu Shi Chun Qiu (Lu's Annals)
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Miniature Stories

Xiao Shi

Xiao Shi, in the period of King Mu Ganfj (?— 621BC) of the

State of Qin®, was so adept at playing the xiao® that his music
could attract the peacocks and white cranes to his courtyard.
Mu Gong had a daughter, called Longyu, who was fond of the
music. So Mu Gong married her to Xiao who made her sing like
a phoenix day after day. After a few years, they were able to
play the xiao so that it sounded like the call of the phoenix. As
a result, a phoenix landed on their house eventually. Mu Gong
constructed a phoenix hall to celebrate the event, and the
couple had dwelt in it for several years when one day they flew
away in the company of the phoenix. The folks of Qin built a
temple for the “phoenix woman” in the Yong Palace. Since
then the sound of the xiao can often be heard rising from
around its eaves.

Liu Xiang (77-6BC)
Lie Xian Zhuan (Biography of Deities)

Y ©

Notes

@® Qin: a state in the Spring and Autumn Period (770—476 BC) in
Chinese history.

@ xiao: a vertical bamboo flute.

43



44

ahiaas s TN q’ir%%ﬁﬁpﬁ

ig zhéo xiang zi yin jii w0 f wid y@ bu & jiu
# X E FRBE,HBERAEE, IS
“ zhé yué wd chéng bang shi Wvé fa yTn jid wa n wi yeé
2‘3’“ FHB KW Bt XRBEEER
-f';f i ér shl bu bing you mo yué jun mian zhi VI
b]ng % ﬁﬁ%?fﬁ "’fﬁEEl"Eﬁﬂi'mﬁ
# zhou ér i ér zhdu g i g vyé jin jan wa i
o4 _BE. 4 tBtt%,45EHB,
shi

'!! Zl ju wei you mod yué ran zé wud wang ha

bu wang  xiang zI yué bu ji zhou é&r i
‘AT B TFEFRY4ZBE,F T
hé dai you mo yué ji&¢  zhou zhi wang yé

R?TMEB . " 4 2T th,i1875 .

wi  jin tign xid jin jié yé ér jon zhdu yé
R, XTREDHL , ME & th

shi  y@n néng xidng wang  ran vyl dai i

t, E g M T ?RIFBOR

li

X

you mo yué

TR, ELEZEE."RUE T F7"RHEB .

bu wang

jié zhdu bing

IS

[ (HF)



Ancient Chinese
Miniature Stories

Jie® and Zhou?
Co-exist

King Xiang Zi of the State of Zhao had been enjoying his
drink for five days and nights on end without getting drunk. He
said to his servants, “l must be the greatest man in this
State! | have been drinking for five days and nights, but I'm
not sick yet.”

You Mo replied to this! “You ought to take care of yourself!
You are still two days and nights short of the record of Zhou,
who drank for seven days and nights. Now you have already
reached five.”

King Xiang Zi was scared, and he asked You Mo, “Will my
state perish like that of Zhou?” But You Mo replied, “The same
will not occur.”

“Only two days less than Zhou, how could my state not be
subjugated as his was?” the King asked.

You Mo replied, “The fall of Jie and Zhou was attributed to
Tang® and Wu® respectively. Nowadays there are only the
Jies in power, and Your Majesty is like Zhou. Jie and Zhou exist
simultaneously. How could they subjugate each other?
However neither one is very far away from danger.”

Liu Xiang (77-6BC)
Xin Xu (New Comments)
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Miniature Stories

@ Jie: the despotic last ruler of the Xia Dynasty (c. 22nd—17th C BC).

@ Zhou: the despotic last ruler of the Shang Dynasty (17th—11th C
BC).

@ Tang: Tang defeated Jie and became the first emperor of the Shang
Dynasty.

@ Wu: Wu defeated Zhou and became the first emperor of the Zhou
Dynasty (11th C=771BC).
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Zong Dingbo Sells
a Ghost

Zong Dingbo of Nanyang, when he was a young man,
came across a ghost one night.

“Who are you?” Zong asked.

“A ghost,” answered the ghost. “And you?”

“A ghost as well,” lied Zong.

“Where are you going?”

“To the market of Wan.”

“Soam I.”

They went along together for miles. The ghost suggested,
“Walking like this is too slow. Why don’t we take turns
carrying each other?”

“Good ideal”

The ghost carried Zong first for a few miles.

" “How heavy you are! Are you really a ghost?” the ghost
asked.

“I’m a new one, so sort of heavy.”

Then it was Zong’s turn to carry the ghost, who was of no
weight at all. They went on carrying each other in turn.

“As | died only recently,” said Zong after some time, “I

don’t know what we spectres have to fear most.”
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“What we dread is human spittle.”
They proceeded together till they came to a stream. Zong
invited the ghost to cross first, who did it without a sound.

Zong, however, made quite a splash.

“How come you made such a noise?” queried the ghost,

“I’m a new ghost, not accustomed yet to wading through
water. Excuse me for that.”

Approaching the market of Wan, Zong threw the ghost
over his shoulder and held it fast. Yelling, the ghost begged to
be put down, but Zong paid no attention, and made straight for
the market. When he set the ghost down, it had turned into a
sheep. Zong promptly sold it, having spat at it first to prevent it
from changing into another form. Eventually Zong left the
market, earning one thousand five hundred coins.

Cao Pi (187-226)
Lie Yi Zhuan (Records of Oddity)
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L1 Bing Kills the
River God

King Zhao (324-251BC) of the State of Qin promoted Li
Bing to the post of magistrate of Shu. He ordered him to build
a dyke off the Min River in Chengdu to irrigate the ten thou-
sand hectares of fields in that area. The river god wanted two
virgins to become his wives, and Li Bing wished to offer his
own daughters to the god. He went to the temple to have a
drink with the god and to offer him his daughters. As they were
drinking, they began to argue fiercely about the matter and sud-
denly they both disappeared.

After a good while there appeared two black buffaloes
wrestling by the river. After some time Li Bing returned in a
sweat, and he informed his subordinates, “I’m nearly
exhausted from fighting him, why wouldn’t you help me? The
buffalo on the south side with a white ribbon around its waist is
me.” Then he went back to fight with the river god again. His
lieutenant stabbed the buffalo standing on the north side, and
so put to death the river god.

Ying Shao
Feng Su Tong (Legends)
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Miniature Stories

Fatty Zhao Gets
Drunk

Zhao Bogong was enormously fat. One summer day he
slept after having got drunk. His grandchildren played round his
belly and stuffed seven or eight plums in his belly button. He
was too drunk to be aware of it. A couple of days later, he felt
a pain-in his belly. The plums were all rotten, with the juice
oozing out Zhao thought his belly had leaked and was quite
afraid that his end was coming. He told his wife how to arrange
the household after his death and said to his family in tears,
“My intestines are rotten. I’m dying.” The next day, the plum
stones dropped out, and he finally realized that they were
simply some rotten plums which had been put into his belly
button by his grandchildren.

Hadan Chun
Xiao Lin(A Collection of Jests)
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Rafting on the
Heavenly River®

The old saying goes: “The Heavenly River connects with
the sea.” Not long ago there was a man living on the beach. He
saw a raft appear in the sea on exactly the same day in August
every year. This man had an ambition to float along the
Heavenly River. He set up a cabin on the raft and drifted away
with a lot of food in store. During the first dozen days or so he
could still distinguish the moon and the sun, but afterwards he
was dazed, and could not tell night from day. After another
dozen days he reached a place, where there were city walls
and grand buildings. In a palace in the distance, many women
could be seen weaving.

A man leading a buffalo to the water caught sight of this
outsider and asked him in surprise,“ How did you come here?”
The outsider described how he came and enquired where it
was he had arrived. The other’s reply was: “Please go back to
Chengdu and visit the hermit and see Yan Jun Ping, then you
will have the answer.” So, the man didn’t go ashore but
returned. When he arrived at Chengdu, he consulted Yan Jun

Ping, who replied: “One day a guest star disturbed the Buffalo

Star ® ” On counting the days, they discovered that it was
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exactly the day when the man reached the shore of the
Heavenly River on the raft.

Zhang Hua (232-300)
Bo Wu Zhi (Records of Myriad Things)

@ Heavenly Raver: the Milky Way.
@ Buffalo Star: the Altair.
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Prefect Ma and
the Quack

When Prefect Ma of Xinggu was still in his post, a relative
of his came and asked him for help. Ma found somewhere for
him to live and gave out the false information that this man
was a magic Taoist priest who had supernatural power to cure
all diseases instantly. Then Ma had a glib gossiper spread the
rumour in the street that this priest was able to cure blindness
and cause the lame to walk. Consequently people flocked to
him from all around, as if to a fair, and the money he grabbed
began piling up.

The priest warned his gullible patients that even if they
were not cured, they should yet declare themselves well, as
they would thus certainly regain their health. But if they did not
do so, they would never recover. He taught them that this was
one of the principles of healing in which they must believe.

Thus, when a patient was aéked by another about his
recovery, the former would declare that he was well, daring not
to tell the truth. After not many days this quack had already
amassed great wealth.

Ge Hong (284-363)
Bao Pu Zi
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Emperor Gaozu
Builds Xinfeng

The father of Emperor Gaozu (? -188BC) of the Han

Dynasty moved to the capital Chang’an® from his hometown
Feng and lived in the palace. He was quite unhappy after that.
The Emperor asked those close to his father in private what
might be the cause. They told him that when his father was in
Feng, he got along with young butchers and hawkers who
were interested in selling liquor, peddling cakes, holding
cockfights and playing ball games. Now that all this was over,

he felt depressed. The Emperor gave a command to construct

a new district, called Xinfeng@', in Chang’an and had old folks
in Feng move to the district. His father cheered up at last. That
was the reason why ever since a great number of vagrants
lived in the Xinfeng District, but not gentlemen.

When the Emperor was young, he often made sacrifices at
a temple for mother earth in Feng. So he had an identical
temple built in the new district as well. When Xinfeng and the
temple were completed, the streets and the buildings were all
the same as those of the old Feng. As the folks from Feng
strolled in the streets, they would have no difficulty in

recognizing their old houses. Driving their livestock along the
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lanes, they could find their own homes without hesitation as
well. All the folks who moved here were pleased with the
resemblance and praised the architect Hu Kuan. They rewarded

him a lot for it, and in a8 month or so he received a hundred
ounces of gold.

Ge Hong (284-363)
Xi Jing Za Ji (Western Capital Miscellanies)

Notes

(@ Chang an: an ancient Chinese capital, now Xi’an.

@ Xinfeng: meaning a new Feng in Chinese.
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The Feather Coat

After Sima Xiangru® and his wife Zhuo Wenjun returned to
Chengdu, they were overcome by poverty. One day they
exchanged Wenjun’s peacock feather <coat with a
businessman, called Yang Chang, for a hearty drink. However,
Wenjun hugged Xiangru’s neck and cried, “l used to live a
well-off life, but today | had to exchange my coat for a drink! ”
Then they decided to run a tiny shop in Chengdu to sell liquor.
Xiangru wore an apron and washed the vessels and dishes
himself in order to shame Wangsun (Wenjun’s father, a rich
man). Before long, as they expected, Wangsun felt bad about it
and sent Wenjun a good fortune. So they turned rich again.

Wenjun was beautiful. Her eyebrows looked like the curve
of distant hills, her cheeks were just like a cottonrose hibiscus
(Hibiscus mutabilis) in full bloom, and her skin was as soft and
smooth as cream. She was bereaved of her husband at the age
of seventeen, but being a dissolute woman, she later carded on
a clandestine love affair with Xiangru instead of living in
widowhood, for she admired his talent. Xiangru had had
diabetes for a long time. After he came back to Chengdu, he

admired Wenjun’s beauty and made merry with her. This
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caused his illness to relapse. He composed a “Fu@ on
Beauties” to caution himself. Nevertheless he just couldn’t
help things, and at last he died of the diabetes. Wenjun wrote
an epitaph on him, which has been handed down ever since.

Ge Hong (284-363)
Xi Jing Za Ji (Western Capital Miscellanies)

Ntﬂs

@ Sima Xiangru (179BC—117BC) of the Han Dynasty was famous for
his writings.

@ Fu:a descriptive prose interspersed with verse,
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Emperor Yuan (48 -33BC) of the Han Dynasty had too
many concubines and maids of honour in the palace to see
them often. So he ordered painters to draw portraits of them
and called on them according to the portraits.

All the concubines and the maids of honour bribed the
painters so as to be drawn as pretty as pretty could be. The

highest offer was a hundred thousand coppers, even the lowest

was not less than fifty thousand. But Wang Qiang (Zhaojun)®
was not willing to do so, therefore she was never called on by
the Emperor.

Later an envoy of Hun® visited the court and requested for
a beauty to be the Hunnish Queen. Displaying the portraits,
Emperor Yuan decided to let Zhaojun go. Just before she was
about to leave, the Emperor interviewed her and found her
looks more beautiful than any other concubines and maids, her
answers properly worded and her bearing elegant. The Emperor
regretted deeply having to let her go. However, the deal was
already made with the King of Hun. As he kept his word to
foreigners always, he would not change his mind. But he had

the case investigated and all the painters executed. By
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searching their houses, huge fortunes were exposed. Among
the painters killed was Mao Yanshou from Duling, who was
especially skilled at painting portraits which always bore a
Striking resemblance to the real persons, no matter whether
they were ugly or pretty, old or young. Other painters like Chen
Chang from Anling, Liu Bai and Gong Kuan from Xinfeng, were
all good at painting cattle, horses and birds in all poses and also
human beings, though they could not match Mao. Yang Wang,
from Xiadu, was also adept at painting, especilly with colour,
and so was Fan Yu. As they were executed at the same time,
it was rare to meet a good painter in the capital since then.

Ge Hong(284-363)
Xi Jing Za Ji(Western Capital Miscellanies)

o

Nntas

@ Wang Qiang: alias Wang Zhaojun, was a maid of honour in the
palace of the Han Dynasty, thought to be one of the prominent
beauties, in Chinese history. She was ordered to be married to the

King of Hun. Her tragic experience later became the theme of
drama.

® Hun: an ancient state founded by the Huns in Mongolia.
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»  Ancient Chinese
Miniature Stories

A Man and
a Woman of Hejian

In the period of Emperor Wu (?-290) of the Jin Dynasty,
there were a man and a woman in Hejian ‘County who fell in
love and vowed to marry each other. Later the man enlisted in
the army for years without coming back. The woman’s parents
urged her to get married, and at last she was forced to marry
another man reluctantly. Before long she died of an iliness.

As soon as the man retired from the frontier, he asked
where the ‘woman was. His family described to him what had
happened. By her tomb,-he wept himself out, but even wailing
could not relieve his deep sorrow. He dug out the tomb and
opened the coffin, at which instant thé woman was brought
back to life.

The man carried her home. Having been nursed carefully,
the woman regained her health. Her husband, hearing of i,
requested the woman back. The man refused him: “Your wife
has already died. Have you ever heard of the resurrection of
the dead? She is not your wife, but a gift granted to me by
Heaven.”

They went to court against each other. The heads of the

county could not decide on the case, so they appealed to the
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Imperial Court.The Secretary of State Wang Dao (276-339)
presented a memorial to the Emperor: “This man and woman
moved Heaven by their sincerity, that’s why she was brought
back to life. It’s not an ordinary case, we may not settle it
according to the ordinary law. Let the man who dug out the
tomb have the woman.” The Emperor followed his suggestion.

Gan Bao
Sou Shen Ji (Fairy Tales)
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Ganjiang and Moya
(Three King’s Grave) -

Ganjiang and Movya, a couple of the State of Chu, were
required to make a pair of swords for the King. They spent
three years in producing them. The King was annoyed for the
delay and intended to kill the husband. The pair of swords were
made up of a female and a male.

The wife Moya had long been pregnant and was about to
labour. The husband. told her, “Since it took us three years long
to make the swords, the King must be mad at me. When | go
to him, he must kill me. If the baby is a boy, when he grows
up, tell him to go out of the door and look up towards the
South Hill. There will be a pine growing -at a rock, and a sword
will be at its back.” |

Then he called on the King with the female sword. The
King flew into a rage, having the sword checked; “There ought
to have been a couple, but the male one is missing! ” The King
cut up nasty, and had Ganjiang killed.

When Ganjiang’s son, named Chi, reached maturity, he
asked his mother, “Where’s my father?” The reply was, “Your
father made swords for the King, but it took him three years.

The -enraged King killed him. Before he left for the King, he
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Miniature Stories

urged me to tell you to go out of the door and look up towards
the South Hill. There will be a pine on a rock, and a sword is at
its back.”

The son went out and looked southwards. He did not find
the hill but saw a pine growing on the stone pedestal in front
of the house. He chopped at it with an axe and got the male
sword. From then on he swore vengeance against the King day
and night.

One day the King dreamed of a boy with eyebrows wide
apart, who declared revenge on him. The King offered a reward
of a thousand ounces of gold for the capture of the boy. The
son, haying heard of it, fled. One day while he was singing a
dirge in the mountains, a stranger came across him, and asked,
“You’re so young, why are you crying so sorrowfully?”

“I’m the son of Ganjiang, the King of Chu killed my father.
I*'m going to avenge my father.”

The stranger said, “I hear that the King is offering a
thousand ounces of gold for your head. If you let me have your
head and the sword, I’ll seek revenge for you.”

“Done!” the s‘or; said. He cut off his head in no time and
handed the head and the sword to the stranger while his body
stood there stiffly. The stranger said, “I’Il not let you down.”
No sooner had he finished his words than the son fell down,
dead.

The stranger took Chi’s head to the King of Chu, and the

King was very glad. The stranger said, “It’s the head of a hero,
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you should boil it in a pot.” The King did accordingly. Three
days had passed, nevertheless the head”did not melt, but
bounded up above the water, glowering with fury. The stranger
said, “The head has not dissolved. |f Your Majesty come over
and stare down at it, then it will melt away.” As the King came
over to look at it, the stranger swiped at him with the sword,
and the head of the King dropped into the boiling water at
once. Then the stranger chopped off his own head which also
dropped into the pot. The three heads were soon disfigured
beyond all recognition.

People divided the broth into three portions and buried

them together in one grave, and called it “Three Kings’ Grave”,

which is today found in Yichun County, north of Runan.

Gan Bao
Sou Shen Ji (Fairy Tales)
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Mr. “Five Willows”® g&Z 75

No one knew where this gentleman came from and what
his name was. There were five willows by his house, therefore
he was named Mr. “Five Willows”. He was quiet and reserved,
not envious of high position or great wealth. He enjoyed
reading, but never tried hard to look for deeper meanings. Each
time when he caught the point in a book, he would be in such
high spirits that he would simply forget to have dinner. He was
very fond of drink but was too poor to drink often. His old
friends knew it, so they often invited him to have wine. He
always drank to the bottom and got drunk. Then he took his
leave, and nobody minded.

For his whole life, he dwelled in a humble house, had
scanty clothing, and always lacked food, but he lived in peace.
Sometimes,he entertained himself by writing to show his
ideals, and he never cared for gain or loss.

Tao Qian (365-427)
Tao Yuanming Ji (Collected Works of Tao Yuanming)
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Miniature Stories

® Mr. “Five Willows : pseudonym of Tao Yuanming (Tao Qian),

famous poet of the Eastern Jin Dynasty(317—420). In this piece, the
poet is describing himself.
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A Faithful Dog

During the Tai He period (366-371) of the Jin Dynasty,
there was a young man named Yang living in Guang Ling. He
possessed a dog, which he was very fond of. Wherever he
went the dog followed.

One day on his. way through the marshes, Yang was so
drunk that he fell down and was soon asleep. It was winter,
and it happened that the grass was so dry that it caught fire.
As the wind fanned the flames higher and higher, the dog
rushed around Yang, barking frantically in order to wake him.
Yang however was too drunk to wake up. At this stage the dog
jumped into the marsh water and wet itseli. It then came over
to where Yang lay and rolled on the grass around him. The dog
rrepeatEd this action several times until the grass was
thoroughly soaked, and Yang was saved from the fire. It was
not until he awoke that he realized what had happened.

On another occasion Yang was out after dark, and fell into
a disused well. The dog howled and growled around the. well all
night until a passer-by noticed it barking and walked over to
discover Yang in the well. Yang begged the man, saying, “If

you help me get out of here, | promise you a good reward.” To
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this the man responded: “If you promise me your dog I’ll help
you.” Yang replied, “How can | let you take my dog? He has
saved me many times and | owe my life to him.” At this the
stranger retorted, “If you don’t agree, I’ll just leave you in the
well.”

- The dog at that moment peered over the side of the well
and stared down at its master. It occurred to Yang that the dog
was giving him a signal. So he 'shouted his agreement to the
request of the stranger.

The man helped Yang out of the well, and placing a rope
around the dog’s neck, he led it away. After five days, the dog

returned to its old master in the night.

Tao Qian (365-427)
Sou Shen Hou Ji (A Sequel to Gan Bao’s Fairy Tales)
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Smart When Young

Kong Wenju (153-208) came: to Luoyang with his father

when he was ten. At that time Li Yuanli (110-169) was in

charge of the Judicature and Public Security and enjoyed great
prestige in Luoyang. Only prominent figures or his close
relatives were allowed to visit him. Wenju approached his gate
and said to the doorman, “I’m a relative of Mr. Li.” So he was
allowed in. When he sat down, Li asked him, “How is it that
you are a relative of mine?” The reply was: “Long ago, my
ancestor Confucius® called your ancestor Laozi® by the title of
Master, therefore you and | have a relationship spanning many
generations.” Li and other guests present wondered at him.
When Chen Wei, an adviser of the Emperor, came later,
others told him the words of the boy, but he uttered, “Being
smart at a young age doesn’t mean he’ll be a somebody when
he grows up.” Kong answered on the instant, “I’'m sure you
must be smart when you were young.” Chen was choked up.

Liu Yiqging (403-444)
Shi Shuo Xin Yu (New Accounts of Old Episodes)
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Notes

© Confucius’ family name was Kong, same as Wenju’s.

@ Laozi’s family name was Li,same as Yuanli’s,
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The Emperor’s adviser Xi Jian (269 -339), while in Jing
Kou, sent one of his associates to present a letter to the
Premier Wang, stating that he wished to have one of Wang’s
sons as a son-in-law. When the Premier heard this request, he
said to the messenger, “Why don’t you go out to the eastern
wing-room where my sens are and take a look?”

When the messenger returned to Jing Kou, he reported to
Xi Jian, The young Wangs are all suitable men.Yet when |
arrived to look for a son-in-law for you they all became tense
and uneasy. There was however one exception, he just lay on
his- back with his belly uncovered, nonchalant as if he knew
nothing of the purpose of my visit.” At this Xi Jian replied,
“That one will do fine.” .

After inquiring further, he discovered that the young man’s
name was Wang Xizhi (303-361) @, and he decided to marry
his. daughter to him.

Liu Yiqing (403-444)
Shi Shuo Xin Yu (New .ﬂiccounts of Old Episodes)

ote

@ Wang Xizhi: a famous calligrapher of the Eastern Jin Dynasty in
Chinese history.
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Zhou Chu Starts a
New Life

When he was a young man, Zhou Chu (240 -299) was
tough and fond of fighting. Residents of Yi Xing, his hometown,
both feared and hated him.

At that time there was in the district a terrible monster
known as the jiao @, which lived in the river, and a man-eating
tiger that lived in the mountains. Together with Zhou Chu, they
were known as the “three terrors” plaguing the people. And
Zhou Chu was considered to be the waorst.

At one time somebody persuaded Zhou Chu to go and kill
the other two monsters, in the hope that he might be killed in
the struggle. He agreed to the request. After slaughtering the
tiger in the mountains, he jumped into the river and launched
an attack on the jiao. The jiao sometimes rose to the surface
and sometimes swam in the depth of the river, while Zhou Chu
followed it for tens of miles all along. Three days and nights
had passed, the residents decided that Zhou Chu must have
already been eaten by the jiao, and they had a celebration.

At this time, Zhou Chu succeeded in killing the jiao and re-
emerged from the river. Knowing what the people were

celebrating, he at last realized how deeply hated he had ﬁi 05



i+ LCX ‘Piﬁ%%ﬁ’ﬂbﬁﬁ

Bt Fdath o ik, A A EHBT EREA AL BA
W—RBE, LAGTFALBAE, U ERFRGAE, EMN
—RBMEFETH, A XN TRARBENAZABRE AEF
L RRRASE.

AAN AL EFRBREAEEL EFERAP =
BEMIRZBERAT—A, AR IBPEARTEL, LT
y FlEMABE, BELARKREANFRANRE BLT L

+2ia A -ERRAEH;, 2T ZRZA, 50T

. BMNAAARARLCERAT KEMEF LA FTRN,EAH

BEFLFRTEAEMKIERT, FHLS ZAAHGRR

ZEAFEROEN A oA EER LA EHT

—kABE K HTHAHZE,

FTRUEATHZAREIRENEE ZLEH, 5L

FEALBTHRE ikt RELEIFT B, 0.

“HOHEZHREHRE TAHNCLEEET  MELELFA

o "BEIWL . CFARA,FRVETHE HA®ELE

| LR A BREFER BRAHPH, Fit, Ak

| EAARAEG RAEBRIE XML ERRGELELRBRT VA
T AB R T R A&t g4, T RA -2 8 BT,

1

@ T EEAL(261-301) M= (262—303) X% . HLE
FRAL, ZERAAL, AR _BR-T %% T4 &
BRME“BRF_HE"TRH”, FTH,




ks y Ancient Chinese
“¥  Miniature Stories

become. So he decided to start a new life, and went off in
search of two scholars, known as the Lu brothers, for advice.

Lu Ji{261-301) was out at that time, but his young brother,
Lu Yun(262-303), was at home. Zhou Chu recounted the recent
events to him and said, “l wish to correct my behaviour, but |
am no longer young, and change will not come easy.”

Lu Yun replied, “Confucius once said that if you found out
the truth in the morning but died the same evening, you would
feel no regret. You are still young and have a life of promise
ahead of you. What you should fear is having no goal in your
life. If you already have one, why worry that you will never
come to fame?”

From then on Zhou Chu made great efforts to turn over a

new leaf, and later was applauded as a loyal official and a loving

son.

Liu Yiging (403-444)
Shi Shuo Xin Yu (New Accounts of Old Episodes)

@ jiao: a kind of crocodile.
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A Visit on a
Snowy Night

Wang Ziyou (? — ¢a.386) lived in Shan Yin. One night while
it was snowing heavily, he got up from his bed, opened the
door, and told his servant to bring some wine. Looking outside,
he found that everything within sight was covered by a
shimmering layer of snow. Feeling a little restless, he paced up
and down his room, reciting the “Ode to the Recluse” by Zuo
Si. Suddenly his friend Dai Andao, who lived in Shan, came to
his mind. He decided to pa*-y him a visit by boat that very night.
On reaching Dai’s doorsteps, he ordered the boatman to return
home, without disembarking to see his friend.

Somebody, puzzled by this act, asked Wang Ziyou the
reason for his behaviour. He replied, “| set out in high spirits,
and returned after a thoroughly enjoyable trip. Why bother to
go in to see Dai?”

Liu Yiqging (403—-444)
Shi