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Tale 20

Imperial Inspector Jia Forges an Official Document
Shang Gongfu Acts as the Roving Minister
of Hejiang in the Underworld

A poem reads thus:
No gold, no acquaintances.
Less gold, fewer good friends.
One can stand by his promise for a while,
None is able to stick it out to the end.

This is a poem written by a certain Tang Dynasty poet. Deeply
impressed by the snobbishness of human beings, the poet sighs helplessly
that true and everlasting friendships are hard to come by. This view is
rather superficial. As a matter of fact, all people in the world will turn
their backs on their friends once they are involved in matters concerning
gold and silver. Not to mention friends, even kinfolks are always plotting
against each other when they come to issues relating to money. Has any
one seen such people who feel duty-bound to help their relatives? Has
any one seen such people who do not try every possible means to get
some money from their rich relatives? If anything untoward happens to
you or when you are having a hard time, the first person who is to cheat
you of your money will be the one who is on best terms with you.

Once there lived a rich man named Chen Ding in Wujin County,
Changzhou Prefecture of Zhili. He had a middle-aged wife née Chao and
a young and beautiful concubine née Ding. Though Chen Ding’s love for
Ding is deeper than his love for Chao on ordinary days, they three lived
in peace with each other. Chao had a brother named Chao Dalang. Being
a sneaky-looking man, Chao Dalang tried all possible means to flatter
and toady to his sister and brother-in-law. Therefore, Chen Ding entrusted
him to take charge of his family affairs. Grabbing power both within and
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without the family, Chao Dalang used it to bully others. He earnestly
wished that his brother-in-law Chen Ding would get into trouble so that
he would be able to seize the opportunity to fatten himself while he
disposed the family expenses.

One day Chao was affected with a disease. Generally speaking, sick
people were liable to get upset. Apart from this, her husband had a
concubine with him. For this reason she was easily consumed with
jealousy. Flaring up at the slightest provocation, she would say, “You’re
expecting my death. I know it! By then you can have your way! So 1
won’t be the thorn in your flesh any more!” It was true that, while Chao
was on bed, there were instances when Chen Ding and his concubine
Ding were really sickening when they were together. Unable to stand the
insult, Chao let out sordid abuses all day long. Chen Ding and his
concubine Ding were fated to ill luck. Knowing she was ill and having
been on good terms with each other, Chen Ding and his concubine
exercised patience. Once while Chao was going too far, Chen Ding fought
back. Taking advantage of her illness, Chao made a big scene. Chen Ding
didn’t pay any attention to her. After this terrible row, Chao got worse.
Flurried, Chen Ding exerted his utmost to give her medical treatment, but
in vain. Ding nursed her with all her heart and might too. However, Chao
died of illness.

Well fed and well clad, Chen Ding had a wife and concubine and quite
a number of his neighbors were jealous of him. Upon hearing the death of
Chao, some neighbors who knew about their bickering while Chao was
ill came to Chao Dalang to foment discord, saying, “It was said the death
of your sister was caused by Chen Ding. You’re her brother. Why don’t
you bring him to court? If you lodge a complaint, we neighbors will
definitely appear as witnesses of this case of homicide. Such being the
case, all of us can pick up a few crumbs from Chen Ding.”

Chao Dalang was a very smart man. He said, “I’ve been working for
my brother-in-law for a long time and I’m afraid I can’t turn my back
against him. Better you inform against him while I act as a Please-all.
Just take a cue from me when it is time and by then I’ll be able to give
you a hand. Also you must be hard-liners on this matter. Only after you
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bring him to court will you be able to get big money from him. But let me
not mince words. I’1l have half of the gains.” The neighbors replied, “No
problem.” Thus both parties signed an agreement in secret on this matter.

A couple of neighboring busybodies came to Chen Ding’s house and
started to make a racket, shouting, “The death of Chao is a mystery! This
matter must be reported to the local yamen. Otherwise, you can’t have
her encoffined.” Whereas Chao Dalang acted as a mediator, saying secretly
to Chen Ding, “I’m her brother. I don’t have anything to say about her
death. Why care for what outsiders say about it?”” Feeling grateful, Chen
Ding said, “That’s so kind of you. I’ll surely thank you with huge rewards
if you can make them withdraw fropn my house.”

Turning his head towards the busybodies, Chao Dalang remarked, “It
is true my sister died of illness. Since I, her brother, am here, it’s not up to
you to bother about this matter!” Knowing that Chao Dalang was merely
paying lip service by those words, the neighboring busybodies put on an
air and said, “You must have been silenced by Chen Ding’s favors on
you. So you are trying to drive us away. But we know where we’ll go to
and report this matter.” So saying they all scattered immediately. Chen
Ding felt deeply obliged to Chao Dalang for his assistance, but he never
expected Chao Dalang would work hand in glove with his neighbors and
lodge a complaint against him at the yamen of Wujin County.

The County Magistrate of Wujin turned out to be a corrupt official.
Right at that time a fellow townsman of the County Magistrate was hanging
around at the county yamenr in the hope of seeking opportunities to extort
money. Seeing that this complaint implicated a life and knowing that
Chen Ding was a rich guy, the County Magistrate harbored the intention
of getting some money from Chen so that he could send his fellow
townsman off with some of his gains. With this in mind, the County
Magistrate approved this lawsuit at once and issued an arrest warrant to
bring Chen to the yamen without delay. Arriving at the yamen, Chen Ding
was put into jail before he could have the chance to utter a word.

Flustered and confused, he hurriedly managed to bring Chao Dalang
to the entrance of the jail and told him to solicit help. This fitted in exactly
with Chao Dalang’s wishes. “To solicit help from others is a must,” said
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Dalang, “but it’s also necessary to give some silver to the accusers if we
want to have this lawsuit settled quickly, otherwise they won’t stop at
that.” Chen Ding said, “You may have it your own way. Tell me however
much silver you’ll need and Il write my concubine a note so that she can
give you the money.” “It’s hard to say how much it will take,” said Chao
Dalang. “It all depends, but I’ll try my best to economize for you as much
as possible.” “I won’t mind if you are to spend a little more money so
long as you can get me out of this place earlier,” Chen Ding told him.

Chao Dalang found the County Magistrate’s fellow townsman and
they agreed on the amount of silver with which the fellow townsman
would ensure Chen Ding of his being immediately released. Dalang took
a hundred taels of silver from Chen Ding, but only forty taels went to the
fellow townsman. Being eager to go back home, the fellow townsman
accepted it and sent a word to the County Magistrate. Soon Chen Ding
was set free. Chao Dalang demanded about another hundred taels of silver
from Chen and distributed it among the neighbors. Apart from this, Dalang
also cooked up some expenses, saying that he had spent a lot more money
to get him out of the jail. Again he received some silver from Chen Ding
and then divided it among the neigbors. Finally Chen Ding’s lawsuit was
officially settled.

After receiving the silver, the fellow townsman of the magistrate set
out for home at once. Chao Dalang was a greedy fellow. He thought aloud,
“I played the key role in bailing out my brother-in-law. That fellow
townsman did nothing for my brother-in-law except making a lip service.
How should he get so much silver? Now that he has left this locale, I
won’t be afraid of him anymore. Why not catch up with him and take the
silver back from him?”

Without informing Chen Ding of his intentions, Chao Dalang made
his way to Danyang that same night. The fellow townsman was unloading
his sedan chair as Dalang caught up with him. Grabbing him by the hand,
Dalang demanded for the silver he had given him. “How can you turn
back on your word?” argued the fellow townsman. Dalang retorted, “The
yamen and the local authorities probed into the case and found nothing
amiss in it. As the brother of the deceased, I was in favor of patching up
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the dispute. So it was actually nothing serious. I merely had you stand as
a guarantor at the moment. How should it cost me so much silver?” The
two argued over this for a long time. Making a big scene, Chao Dalang
intimidated that he would bring him to court if he was not to concede.
Fearing that it would make him lose face or put him into trouble, the
fellow townsman had to give in and returned the silver to Dalang. Wild
with joy, Chao Dalang went back home.

Having suffered such a loss, the fellow townsman felt it hard to take it
lying down at that. He passed a message on to the County Magistrate
about what had happened to him. Flying into a rage, the County Magistrate
issued a summons and ordered that this case be tried for a second time.
Chao Dalang’s name was on the summons too, with the charge that he
too was implicated in this case of homicide. Being scared out of his wits
and knowing that the County Magistrate was avenging his fellow
townsman, Chao Dalang fled in advance.

Unfortunately Chen Ding and his concubine Ding were brought to the
court. Before they could utter a word, they received a sound flogging and
then were put behind the bars.

Postmortem examination was again conducted. Being unaware what
had gone amiss concerning this matter, Chen Ding was at a loss who he
should turn to for help. Strongly opinionated, the County Magistrate is
determined to enforce strict punishment on Chen. So he forewarned the
coroner to make a report that Chao had been seriously injured. As was
told, the coroner submitted a postmortem examination report with a long
list of fatal injuries caused by striking and kicking. Chao was fond of
eating sweets when she was a child, so one of her front teeth was missing.
In the postmortem examination report, the coroner made up the story that
one of Chao’s front teeth was knocked off by something hard.

Soon both Chen Ding and his concubine Ding were declared guilty of
committing homicide and both were sentenced to death by hanging. Chen
Ding sought help too, but in vain.

After being taken into the women’s prison, Ding thought to herself,
“It was because of me that my husband had met with such misfortune. I
would rather sacrifice my own life so as to save my husband.” Chen Ding
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and his concubine Ding met with each other when they were brought to
the procurators. Ding first told Chen of her mind on the sly. She confessed
in front of the procurators, “I had a fight with Chao and I knocked off her
tooth with a stool. She fell down and died instantly. It had nothing to do
with my husband Chen Ding.” Having recorded her confession, the
procurators returned the file to the criminal court for further interrogation.
Upon interrogation, Ding admitted her crime without the slightest
hesitation. She was very clear that her confession, as she had made thus,
would surely save her husband’s life. However, she calculated that in
order to make the court believe her she must commit suicide, and the
court, feeling deeply convinced at her words by then, would set her
husband free immediately and settle the case. On that night she hanged
herself.

The jailer reported the death of Ding to the court. The court officials
reexamined the cause of Chao’s death and found out that it went in
conformity with Ding’s confession. Now that Ding had hanged herself
for fear of punishment, she paid it with her life. Chen Ding was released
after receiving a good beating.

Though he lost his beloved concubine, Chen Ding was freed, and that
was his luck. With mixed feelings of grief and joy, he returned home. It
was not until then did he hear what Chao Dalang had done: “Chao Dalang
was the chief offender of all these calamities. Though he had got quite a
lot of gains on this matter through working hand in glove with those
neighboring busybodies, he was still not content with what he had got.
Turning back on his word, he again went back to the County Magistrate’s
fellow townsman to take the silver back, thus resulting in this trouble,
Now he has disappeared, but Ding lost her life in vain.” As he thought of
Ding’s kindness and devotion to him in coming to his rescue at the cost of
her own life, he couldn’t help bearing an increasingly deeper grudge
against Chao Dalang. But Chao Dalang had run away and was not within
his reach at the moment.

Later as he learned that the County Magistrate had gone on a pilgrimage
and Chen Ding’s case had been settled, Chao Dalang, radiant with joy,
returned home. Considering that Chen Ding was still in the dark about
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his dealings, Chao Dalang called upon him as usual. Though he didn’t
intentionally let the cat out of the bag, Chen turned a cold shoulder to
Dalang. However, Dalang didn’t seem to care about it despite Chen’s
nonchalance, for he was still in high spirits of acquiring so much silver
that would be enough for him to enjoy for quite some time.

Nevertheless, justice will not tolerate this. Seeing Chen Ding was back
home, Dalang’s wife went insane, and started to speak in a voice exactly
like that of Chao. “My dear brother! My body was cut into pieces and my
bones crushed to a pulp, and I was unable to rest in peace in the underworld
solely because you hankered after money. Come on quick and release my
soul from misery. Or I’ll come and haunt your family and take you two to
the underworld.” Admitting his sins, Dalang had to ask her for mercy and
invited monks and Taoist priests to chant sutras on his behalf. A couple of
days later, Dalang’s wife changed into another voice, “I’m Chen’s
concubine Ding. What has Chao’s death got anything to do with me?
Your lust for money killed me. You must pay with your life!”

Frightened out of his wits, Dalang had to burn joss sticks and offer
sacrifices without stint, hoping he could get out of the trouble. But the
ghosts of Chen Ding’s wife Chao and concubine Ding pestered him in
turns. Before long Dalang spent all the silver he had acquired from Chen
Ding on sending the two ghosts off. He even spent some of his own money
on it. Worse still, he found it hard to disclose his pains to others. His
brother-in-law Chen Ding too left him in the cold. Weak and weary through
illness, he grew more and more dispirited. Eventually he died of illness.
This is a judgment on those who harm people for money.A lesson could
be drawn from this story that even the closest relatives are not trustworthy
when they come to matters of money.

* * *

Now P’ll tell you a tale happened in the Song Dynasty. It’s also a tale
about how an avaricious man swindles his relatives of their wealth and
family properties and how justice is done later. There are also many strange
things in this tale. This tale is as followed.

Driven by lust for money, kith and kin are nothing.
Tricks and plots work best in obtaining silver from others.
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Not until after his return from his inspection tour along the Hejiang River,
Has he firmly believed in the power of ghosts.

During the Catastrophe of Jingkang, when the Jin army marched south
captured the capital of Song, and took both the emperor Qinzong and his
father Huizong as prisoners, thus putting an end to the Northern Song
Dynasty, masses of officials all left Central China in succession and most
of them fled to the south such as Fujian, Guangxi and Guangdong. A man
surnamed Jia, brother of a high-ranking official Jia Dang, moved to
southern Guangxi with his family and settled down in Deqing Prefecture.
During the Xuanhe Period of emperor Zhao Ji’s reign (1119-1125), Jia
used to be an Imperial Inspector. Inspector Jia was an extremely avaricious
and immoral character.

Meanwhile, a man surnamed Shang, who used to be a County
Magistrate in Jinan Prefecture, the grandson of Vice-minister Shang, also
moved to Deqing Prefecture with his family. Magistrate Shang’s wife
died years ago, leaving a daughter behind her. Their daughter was then
over fifteen years old. Magistrate Shang also had a concubine, who gave
birth to two sons, and the two sons were still in their babyhood. Magistrate
Shang had a huge family property. His concubine was in charge of the
family property, and Shang’s daughter sometimes assisted her in taking
care of the family affairs. As it turned out, the whole family lived a
comfortable life.

Having learned that the Shangs were a rich family and Shang’s daughter
was not engaged yet, Inspector Jia asked a matchmaker to talk with the
Shangs about making his son Jia Chengzhi and Miss Jia a couple. Soon
Miss Jia got married with Jia Chengzhi.

Some times later, Magistrate Shang died, and the concubine had to
take care of everything concerning domestic matters. In addition to this,
the concubine had to undertake the duty of bringing up her two sons.
Meanwhile, as Miss Shang often worried about her own family, she would
come back home and visit her two younger brothers every other ten days.
Each time she was back home, she would also help Shang’s concubine
check the gold and silver wares stored in the trunks. As regards the daily
family expenses, the concubine and Miss Shang would often consult each

puooag
1Zewy

so|e) Bu

w

119

-
)
(1]
N




| W

[

Z|

»(‘l
1=
+

e
It

71, AALCHHE

—H, BEER, BRAE-TERITHIA, KEEH,
OEGE: “AFTZEHERSY, RAFERRP MG, 4
Ba®, RECHE—H, FE——ME, wFREAEE, W
EXEFEE, MIAE . H—RKECER.” BEMIAMET X,
WTREEE, AEAME. MRBERKEAELE, TPRIZL/ER, [
BiE: "BREERABTIEAN, SHUDUN, ABAEHE, £F
KERBEL, FRBRFK/MLSERABNAHFI71E.” &B
THRGE: “ErBEREwE, MPRE, ROEDHI3:E
FENERY, AAIALR] "R, BIZ—A 4 HAEI R K 200,

MR, RBIFE: /DABIFEE, ATBME LR, [
/INAKE, DN LA LE '3“1[7\1 %Ui*ﬁﬁfﬁi)ﬁlﬂﬂ/ﬁﬁﬁ /I
NIEX BRI T —i . BRUTARLGE : FFIASRAE , BEFA 57
R A ERK IR E /J\EA’%#E?L £ A RIS
T ADARBRGRXEED, ABERT ., EZRMARKEEA
I, AN SR . ” B3 W R A Bt St 4
AL, BRBEMESCHIF, BRAD, AARKIRK I,
HAE, MEHZ 2K, RERSXARITHT, E: “R
BHEtY, MRRET, BHER.” KRITHIE: “BAHE




other before they reached agreements. And gradually they both had got
accustomed to it.

One day while the concubine was at home alone, a yamen runner in a
low-ranking official’s attire arrived at the Shang’s and said, “The yamen
is planning to celebrate the Dragon Boat Festival.! The yamen has decided
to borrow all the gold and silver wares as well as satins and silks for this
occasion from all the rich families in our prefecture, and the yamen will
return them back to you once the celebration is over. Those who disobey
the order and move their things to a hideout will be condemned guilty
and their family properties will be confiscated. Here is the official
document.” The concubine could read. Seeing the official document, she
naturally believed him. However, she was at a loss what to do. “I’ve got
no grown-up man in my family, so I’m afraid I can’t decide on this matter.
I’ll have to go to Inspector Jia’s residence and talk it over with Miss
Shang and her husband Jia Chengzhi before I can give you a reply.” The
runner in a low-ranking official’s attair said, “Do it as you please. But
time is pressing. I’m going to other families to collect the things.
Remember, no delay is permitted.”

The concubine then sent a servant to the Jia family to seek advice.
Within an instant, the servant came back with words, “I met Inspector Jia
the moment I arrived at his house. He asked me what [ was here for. I told
him I was here to see Miss Shang and her husband. ‘What for?’ he asked.
I told him about what had happened in our family. Inspector Jia said,
Since the yamen wanted to borrow our things, how should we refuse?
Go tell the concubine what I said. I’ll inform my son and daughter-in-law
of this matter when they are back.” So now [’'m back. Because | was very
much worried that the yamen would come to press you about the matter,
I didn’t bother to go and find our miss and her husband.”

Upon hearing Inspector Jia’s permission, the concubine thought it
absolutely unnecessary to take any precautions against this matter. Quite
a lot of valuable things were on the list of the official document. Being
short-sighted after all, the concubine handed out all the family gold and
silver wares to the official-like runner, and said, “I would be very much
indebted to you if you are to return them to me as soon as the celebration
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is over.” “No problem,” replied the official-like runner. “How should the
yamen take things from common folks? Just take it easy. Keep this official
document with you. If anything wrong should happen, you may use it as
a proof when you claim your things at the yamen.” Then the concubine
took the official document and put it in a safe place. Then the official-like
runner left with countless treasures, wild with joy.

A few days later, Miss Shang paid a visit to her own family. After
exchanging greetings with the concubine, Miss Shang, as usual, checked
the things in the trunks. To her surprise, all the trunks appeared to be
empty, with all the gold and silver wares being gone. But a piece of fancy-
bordered paper in one of the trunks, which had not been there before,
came into her sight. A closer look at it affirmed her that it was an official
document, the content of which being that the yamen wanted to borrow
things from rich families to celebrate the Dragon Boat Festival.

Miss Shang asked the concubine, “What’s all this about?” “A few
days ago,” the concubine replied, “a man in a low-ranking official’s attair
came to me with this official document, saying that the yamen was
preparing for the Dragon Boat Festival celebrations and wanted to borrow
things from rich families. Feeling skeptical at the moment, I sent a servant
to consult you and your husband. The servant came back to me and said
he met your father-in-law and your father-in-law said there was no reason
to turn the yamen down. So I consented to it. I’m now looking forward to
their return of my wares, but they haven’t shown up. I’m considering of
asking for your and your husband’s advice about this matter. Do you
think I should go to the yamen to get them back now?”

“There is something strange in it,” thought Miss Shang, looking ashen.
Brimming with tears in her eyes, Miss Shang continued, “My father left
us so many valuables. What if they have been swindled by evil people?
[’ll go and talk it over with my husband and get to the bottom of this
matter.”

Reaching her husband’s home, Miss Shang told Jia Chengzhi what
had happened. “This concubine was really out of her mind. How come
she didn’t come consult us? How should she have allowed that man to
take those valuables away?” “The concubine told me that,” answered
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Miss Shang, “she did send a servant to our house to seek advice from us.
The servant ran into your father and told him what he had been here for.
Your father instructed him that the concubine should lend him the wares.
Upon hearing your father’s words, the servant didn’t come to see you and
me. Instead, he went back to the concubine and told her what your father
had said. For this reason the concubine consented to it.” “I could hardly
believe it,” said Jia Chengzhi. “I’ll ask my father about it.”

Seeing his father, Jia Chengzhi asked, “Is it true that some one from
the Shang’s family came to talk with you about lending their family
property to the yamen?” “If the yamen did want to borrow something
from her family,” replied Inspector Jia, “how should we turn it down?
But I’m not quite sure whether their valuables were swindled out by some
evil person in an official’s attire or not.” Jia Chengzhi said, “This being
the case, I must report it to the yamern, and by then everything will be
crystal clear.” So saying, Jia Chengzhi took the official document from
the concubine and lodged a complaint at the court of Deqing Prefecture.
The Prefect of Deqing was deeply surprised after hearing the story. Taking
a look at the official document, the Prefect knew it was a fake, but was
unable to tell who forged this official document. Soon the Prefect ordered
the arrest-runners to capture the evildoer. Meanwhile, he also issued an
order that the Shang family gave the arrest-runners fifty strings of cash as
areward. However, as it turned out, the evildoer was nowhere to be found.
The Shangs thus sustained a heavy loss of almost ten thousand taels of
silver.

From then on the Shang family experienced a decline. Each time they
mentioned this matter, the concubine and Miss Shang would resign
themselves to bitter weeping. At the sight of the deplorable conditions of
his wife’s family and her distress caused by this misfortune, Jia Chengzhi
felt very sorry from the bottom of his heart. Considering this matter his
own business, he exerted his utmost in helping them out of the straitened
circumstances. And more of this is not worth mentioning here. In fact,
the backstage manipulator who made away with all these valuables was
none other than a man close at hand though seemingly far away.

Readers, can you imagine who the person is behind the scenes? Indeed,
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a person’s heart is unpredictable. It was none other than Inspector Jia.
Formerly Inspector Jia had known that the Shang family was very rich,
and the concubine was a widow and her two sons fatherless. So he harbored
the ill intention of swindling her out of her valuables. As his daughter-in-
law Miss Shang knew well the gold and silver wares of the concubine,
his son Jia Chengzhi later learned about the concubine’s wealth too from
Miss Shang. Miss Shang brought a list of the concubine’s family property
to her husband’s home, and Jia Chengzhi, filled with admirations for her
riches, sometimes took it out for a look.

As a careful person, Inspector Jia got it and remembered everything
recorded on the list. Of course, Jia Chengzhi was careless at that time.
Could we expect him to guard against his father? But man is often driven
by lust for money. Inspector Jia worked out a scheme and instructed
someone to cheat the concubine of her valuables under the name of the
yamen. Upon seeing that the things the yamen was about to borrow, as
listed, fitted in well with her family property, she knew it would be hard
for her to decline the yamen. In addition, her servant, when coming to
consult Miss Shang and her husband on this matter, just met that Inspector
Jia and got his approval. Why shouldn’t the concubine believe him? The
Shangs would have never suspected it was Miss Shang’s father-in-law
who had plotted against them. Jia Chengzhi and his wife also took it for
granted that the concubine was cheated by hooligans or the like. Such
being the case, how could the arrest-runners find the suspect?

Storyteller, how did Inspector Jia give himself away, anyway? You
might ask. I’d like to have your patience, my readers. Of all the things in
the world, what is done by night appears by day. After he obtained this
ill-gotten wealth, something went wrong with him. As an old saying goes,
“You can’t beat a stolen gong.” Feeling disturbed, he thought of converting
the valuables into cash. But as the valuables were all gold and silver
house wares, he was afraid that the concubine might recognize them once
he took them out of his house. Having no option, he had to melt some of
the silver household wares with charcoal at his own home. However, he
still couldn’t make the melted silver into ingots. Suddenly an idea came
up to his mind. He got a bamboo tube, cut a small section off and poured
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the melted silver into it, thus making the silver into round flat cakes.
Then he went to the bank with the round flat silver cakes to exchange
them into cash. Seeing that the Inspector Jia’s family often exchanged
cash with round flat silver cakes done in a bamboo tube, the bank crushed
one of the cakes and discovered in it some traces of silver household
wares. Being skeptical, the bank asked the servant from the Inspector’s
family, “Why is it all the silver in your family is cast in a bamboo tube?
Why s0?” The servant answered, “Inspector Jia did it himself. He never
took his silver to silversmiths. I don’t know why.”

Soon word spread out that Inspector Jia cast his silver with a section
of bamboo tube, and all people thought it rather strange. Some people
guessed it must have something to do with the Shangs’ lost household
wares. However, as these two families were relatives by marriage, who
would be willing to ask for trouble by reporting it to the yamen? Some
people remarked, “They are one family. How could that be possible?”
Some others commented, “How could it be possible for an official’s family
to cast their silver on their own instead of taking it to silversmiths? [t
must be ill-gotten silver and can’t be taken out of his house. So he has to
do it this way. Moreover, we’ve never seen anyone who did so on ordinary
days. There must be something behind it.” Of course, all these were mere
guesses. Nobody got indisputable facts.

As for the Shangs, they never had the slightest suspicion on Inspector
Jia. They could do nothing about it except enduring all kinds of hardships
and endless regrets. When these guesses reached the arrest-runners’ ears,
they just dismissed them with a laugh. Who would be bold enough to find
faults with Inspector Jia? Thus this matter had to be gone with the eastward-
flowing streams. But Inspector Jia, an impressive official as he was, made
a laughing stock of himself by doing such disgraceful things like theft
and robbery. An anonymous poem can describe it perfectly:

One beating of the gong and the drum signals the sending of
a thief under escort.

Two beatings of the drum and one beating of the gong herald
the arrival of an official.

Different occasions hot same performances.
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Officials and thieves have very little difference.

Again a notorious thief named Zheng Guang was also given an official
title after he acceptedamnesty and pledged loyalty to the government. As
he saw some officials composing poems, Zheng Guang also recited one
in a low voice:

Here is Zheng Guang’s poem dedicated to you officials.
You officials and I are two peas exactly alike.

Officials though you are, you commit theft and robbery.
I used to be a thief, but now an official I am.

As is expressed by the above-mentioned two poems, thieves are no
different from officials and officials are most likely to be thieves. This
has been proved true in Inspector Jia as well as many other officals in the
past. But Inspector Jia turned out to be more hateful, for he even cheated
and bullied his close relative, a weak widow with two fatherless children.
The Heaven would be blind if Inspector Jia’s ill-gotten fortune was to be
enjoyed by his offspring. Please be patient, readers. I’ll go ahead with my
tale and let’s see how retribution is bound to follow.

Time flies. Twenty years passed. Inspector Jia died and his son Jia
Chengzhi became an official. At the present Jia Chengzhi was the Deputy
County Magistrate of Hengzhou County in Guangxi. The concubine’s
elder son had died at childhood. Her second son was named Shang Mao,
his style name being Gongfu. the sixty-fifth son of the Shang family. The
concubine and her second son Gongfu had moved to Linhe County , which
was not far from Hengzhou County. Gongfu was upright and outspoken,
talented, generous and kind-hearted.

Formerly Jia Chengzhi had been extremely considerate toward her
wife’s family. Later as he heard something about his father’s evildoing in
cheating the concubine, he felt exceedingly ill at ease. For this reason, he
became even more warmhearted toward Gongfu whenever they met with
each other. Miss Shang, seeing that her brother Gongfu had now grown
up, was also very fond of him. So each time Gongfu visited Jia Chengzhi
at the yamen, Jia would give him a warm reception and give him about a
hundred taels of silver as a gift. Gongfu’s sister would also give him
some extra money before he left. Gongfu lived a quiet life with his mother.
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Gradually, with the help of his sister and brother-in-law, Gongfu’s family
financial circumstances improved greatly. Building houses and buying
land at Linhe, Gongfu went on the way to prosperity. Also he got married
with a girl from a rich family. Life for him and his mother at the moment
became totally different from the life he and his mother had I sojourned
in desolateness years before.

Some time later Jia Chengzhi died at Hengzhou before the expiration
of his term of office. Miss Shang sent someone to Linhe right away to
bring over Gongfu to the Jia’s family so as to consult him about her
husband’s funeral arrangements. With all the arrangements being well
done, they decided to escort the coffin back to Deging in Guangxi. Shang
Gongfu urged his sister by saying, “Deqing is not our native place after
all. Now that I’ve got married and made a home at Linhe, it is advisable
you follow me to Linhe and choose a burying ground for my brother-in-
law. Then you can settle down at Linhe County and we won’t be living
far away from each other. We can also take care of each other. Wouldn’t
that be nice?” “I’'m a woman and a widow,” said Miss Shang. “I’'m only
too anxious to live close to my relatives. If I can make a living there, it
will be my home. Deqing is not my native place, why do I have to go
there? I’ll follow your advice and settle down at Linhe. I will feel at ease
after we have had your brother-in-law buried.”

Miss Shang had no children of her own. Jia Chengzhi had two sons by
his concubine and these two sons were still in childhood. So Shang Gongfu
took charge of all the affairs in Miss Shang’s family. With the decision
being made thus, they collected their family property and set out for Linhe.

Before long they arrived at Linhe County. Shang Gongfu selected a
house just next to his own for his sister and his two nephews to settle
down. From then on the two families started to make a living, depending
on each other. Gongfu’s mother, the concubine, and Miss Shang, like
bosom friends, were in each other’s company every day.

Having reached middle age, Miss Shang wished to have a carefree
life. Seeing that her brother Gongfu was a talented man capable of
arranging everything for her, she entrusted all of her household affairs to
his care, allowing him to take charge of all her money and family property.
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She also asked him to find a resting place for her deceased husband and
have him buried. A lot of money was spent on this matter. Gongfu, honest
and upright as he was, was very liberal with money by nature. He
squandered wantonly the money left by Jia Chengzhi. Though Gongfu
had two nephews, they were not Miss Shang’s own children. Moreover,
they were still unfledged. Who were to check on what he was doing?
Being an honest man of integrity, Gongfu was absolutely free from self-
interest in doing so. He was simply enjoying acting on his own by his
impulse. How would he care about whose money it was! Thus, totally
forgetting what he was, he appropriated everything in the Jia family for
his own use.

The money Inspector Jia swindled out of the concubine the other year
was now returned to its original owner. Heaven’s laws are manifest in
themselves. Unfortunately Inspector Jia could no longer see it with his
own eyes.

One day, Shang Gongfu got typhoid and ran a high fever. He felt as if
he was circling in the air. At one moment he floated up to the ceiling of
the house and then made a slow landing. Then he started to wander about
in the vast expanse of mist and water. While he was strolling about, a
man in an official’s robe suddenly came to him. After exchanging
greetings, the man in an official’s robe inquired Gongfu of his name.
Having learned his name, the man said to him, “The time is not up yet for
you to come here. But I'd like to show you something. Follow me, please.”
Not knowing where he was, Gongfu followed the man to the entrance of
a yamen, where he sighted a prisoner with a black hat on the head and
iron chains on the neck, tied up between the two door leafs on the west
side of the yamen building. Taking a closer look at the door leaf, Gongfu
found it was the entrance of a prison. It was an awful sight:

Chill winds blow hard and murderous atmosphere overflows. Fiends weep
and demons cry in utter darkness. Runners with ferocious features stand
shoulder to shoulder while prisoners with disheveled hair steal glances out
of the window. Men of iron will also turn pale with terror at such a sight.

Gazing fixedly at the prisoner at the door leaf, Gongfu saw that on

either side of the prisoner stood a man, facing each other. Each holding a
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door leaf in their hands, the two men wielded the door leafs against the
prisoner. The prisoner screamed, instantly his body turning into a pile of
blood and flesh. Soon the pile of blood and flesh vanished too, and only
the iron chains were visible. After a while the prisoner resumed his original
shape, just as what he was like before.

Seeing this, Gongfu trembled with fear. All of a sudden, the prisoner
shouted, his eyes wide open, “Shang Gongfu, do you remember me?”
Unable to recognize who he was, Gongfu didn’t answer him at the moment.
“I’m Inspector Jia,” continued the prisoner. “I committed too many
evildoings while I was alive. All the accounts have to be settled here and
now. Now many accounts still remain unsettled. Since you’re here, please
help me settle one account. I swindled your family property in the past.
Most of it has been returned to your family in the human world, but this
account has not been settled in its entirety in the underworld. I’ll have to
suffer more if one more debt remains unsettled. I’d like to bother you to
write an acknowledgement that I’ve returned it all to you so as to free me
from the pressing of the door leafs.” Hardly had he finished these words
when the two men wielded the door leafs upon him as they did before,
turning Inspector Jia into blood and flesh again. Gongfu could not bear to
see this awful sight.

Upon hearing his words, Gongfu remembered what had happened to
his family. He said to himself, “My mother used to say that years ago
someone made away with our family property worthy of ten thousand
taels of silver, but she didn’t know who that man was. Later some people
passed from mouth to mouth that it was Inspector Jia who did it. But we
didn’t believe it, because we are relatives. Now it’s clear it was he who
did it. This is why he is now being punished. How could I bear to see him
being punished like this? Moreover, my brother-in-law has assisted me in
many ways and all of his family property is at my disposal. It turns out
that the Jias’ property is originally mine. I should write an
acknowledgement for him and have this case settled.”

Having decided thus, Gongfu said to the prisoner, “I can write you the
acknowledgement.” The two men stopped wielding the door leafs as they
heard Gongfu was willing to write the acknowledgement. Then the
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prisoner begged the two men to hand the brush and paper over to Gongfu.
Upon seeing the piece of paper, Gongfu found out that the
acknowledgement had already been well written on the paper. “You may
just sign it with a mark,” said the prisoner. Gongfu did it as was told and
handed the paper back to the prisoner. Taking the paper from the prisoner,
the two men shouted, “Get in!” Turning to Gongfu, the prisoner said
tearfully, “Now I’m leaving. I wonder when I can get delivered from
these torments. I’m really miserable!” Weeping sadly, the prisoner was
driven into the prison by the two men at the two door leafs.

After the prisoner was gone, Gongfu heaved a sigh and left the place.
While Gongfu was strolling about aimlessly, the man in an official’s robe
who had been formerly with Gongfu came over to meet him with the
greetings and formality that were especially supposed to be given to a
newly appointed official. Gongfu was filled with doubts and suspicions.
With a credential in the hand, the man in an official’s robe, followed by
several hundred men like yamen runners, some carrying flags and some
carrying canopies, went down on his knees in front of Gongfu and said,
“You, the grandson of Vice-minister Shang from Shandong, are an upright
and honest man. Since you’ve now arrived at the underworld, you mustn’t
have come here in vain. You’d better take office as the Imperial Inspector
of Hejiang Prefecture for the time being. Here is the credential issued by
the Almighty of the Heaven. Now get on moving, please.”

Almost involuntarily Gongfu followed the runners to the Hejiang River
before he could give an answer. As he was traveling along the river, all
the deities paid homage to him one after another, including many mountain
deities from the mountains such as Huagai Mountain, Muyan Mountain,
Baiyun Mountain, Rongshan Mountain, Geshan Mountain, Taishan
Mountain, Mengshan Mountain, Dushan Mountain and many river deities
from the rivers such as Zhaotandong, Kaopanjian, Longmentan,
Ganyinquan, Lijiang, Fujiang and so on so forth. Then all the deities
presented their official papers to Gongfu and let him go through and make
comments. Gongfu looked into the papers and found out many cases in
which people had been unjustly treated and good and evil had not been
rewarded.
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These cases included: though a certain family had been doing good
for years, God had not repaid the family for their good deeds, making
them live in poverty for so long; a certain family had been doing evil
things and was guilty of too many crimes to escape punishment, but
retribution had not come, on the contrary, this family was enjoying
blessings and happiness; a certain family was enjoying an undeserved
reputation while each member of the family had some dirty tricks up
their sleeves, but they were regarded as nice people by mistake and were
receiving good reward that they should in no way deserve; and a certain
family, though open and aboveboard and kindhearted, were regarded as
wicked people by mistake and had been maltreated ever since. He also
found out that some people had been wrongly devoured by tigers and
wolves and some had been wrongly drowned in water, thus causing many
people to lose their lives by mistake. He rebuked each of the injustices
and had all the wrongs righted. All the deities listened attentively and
kept on saying “yes.”

As Gongfu reached the mouth of Hejiang River in Fengzhou County,
the man in an official’s robe said to him, “Business is over. The God of
Good Fortune has come to meet you. Now you can go back home.”
Coming down from the air, Gongfu returned to Linhe and alighted on his
house. Then he flew downward from the ceilings and made a landing on
his bed. All of a sudden he regained consciousness with a start, trembling
with a cold sweat. It turned out to be a dream. Getting covered in sweat,
he recovered from his illness.

Straightening his back and opening his eyes, Gongfu got off his bed
with the words, “How strange!” At that moment Gongfu’s mother and his
wife were putting up the image of the Almighty of the Heaven on the
framework of the bed, burning joss sticks and praying for blessings. As it
turned out, Gongfu had remained unconscious on his bed for seven days
and seven nights, without having any water or food. Upon seeing Gongfu
started to move about in the room, Gongfu’s mother and wife were very
delighted, and said, “We owe all this to the blessings of the Almighty of
the Heaven!” By then Gongfu realized that, when the man in an official’s
robe announced “the God of Good Fortune has come to meet you,” his
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mother and wife were paying respects to the Almighty of the Heaven,
and the Almighty of the Heaven manifested its power.

Gongfu told his mother and his wife of his experiences in the
underworld. “People passed from mouth to mouth in the past that that old
fellow cheated us of our family property,” remarked Gongfu’s mother.
“Because he is our relative, we never had the slightest suspicion of him.
Now we’ve known the truth, and he has received due punishment in the
underworld. It is thus clear that people can never go about swindling
people.” While they were sighing over this matter, Miss Shang came in
to inquire about her brother’s health. She was extremely pleased when
she learned that he could now walk around. Shang Gongfu also told her
what he had seen in the underworld. Hearing her father-in-law’s sufferings,
Miss Shang was filled with compassion. So she suggested that they set
up a sacrificial altar on Inspector Jia’s behalf and deliver him from his
evildoing. “You’re exactly right! Obviously the deities deserve to be
regarded with awe. My own experiences have proved it.” Gongfu chose a
date and, as suggested by his sister, set up a large sacrificial altar with the
money from the Jia family. Buddhist sacrificial rites were performed for
seven days and seven nights running to expiate the sins of the dead of
both the Shang and the Jia families.

One day Gongfu dreamed that Inspector Jia came to him with words
of thanks, “I deeply appreciate what you’ve done to me. The dead of both
the Shang and the Jia families have all been reborn in better places. I've
also been released from the prison in the underworld and I’m now on my
way to a certain place to be reborn as my fate might have it.” Taking a
glance at him, Gongfu found out that Inspector Jia was wearing his
official’s hat and robe as he did before, completely different from what
he looked like the other day when he was a disheveled prisoner. Waking
up from his dream, he told his family what he had dreamed. Miss Shang
said, “Last night I dreamed of Inspector Jia too, and he also said the same
thing to me. It is thus obviously clear that retribution is always bound to
follow.”

From then on Gongfu dedicated himself to doing good deeds and started
to respect and trust deities and believe in Buddhism. Later when he reached
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his eighties, he again saw the man in an official’s robe he had met before
in the underworld. Holding an official paper in his hands, the man came
over to Gongfu to welcome him to the underworld. Within an instant
several hundred runners gathered around Gongfu and gave him a warm
reception, the scene being exactly the same with what he had experienced
on the Hejiang River. Shang Gongfu, after taking a bath and changing his
clothes, died without illness. Naturally, he must have joined the deities in
the underworld.

He who has the heart to swindle a widow with fatherless children

Must be both heartless and conscienceless.

When good and evil are not to be rewarded,

People will certainly resort to assistance from

the Imperial Inspector of Hejiang.
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Tale 21

Obtaining Some Clues from a Dream,
Investigating Censor Xu Brings the Monk to Justice
Owing to a Gust of Wind, Two Sons of the Wang Family
Regain Their Fathers’ Silver Lost

A poem reads thus:
Lawsuits are subject to unjust charges,
Let alone cases of theft.
Very few would not err in passing judgments
Except sages.
Of all the things in the world, the most difficult one to do is to decide
a case. Once he sets his mind to a certain decision, a court official will
always pass a judgment on the basis of his own will. An old saying goes,
“All will admit to false charges under savage torture.” Whatever the truth
is, everyone will have to confess under cruel torture. Repeated
interrogations are generally conducted upon very important cases.
Basically, most people are liable to accept the court verdicts as they are,
and the fact is that few people can have their wrongs righted. When related
to cases of robbery and theft, unjust judgments are extremely common.
Once he is bent on firmly believing in that a certain man is the very
thief he wants, a court official will find the man’s words and actions fishy,
and the more he tries to reason it out, the more he is convinced that this
man is most likely the thief.” Only when Heaven’s laws are manifest in
themselves, some cases may betray themselves and thus be settled justly
by the court. However, if court officials make decisions by mere
questioning, they will unavoidably wrong countless people involved in
lawsuits.
During the first year of the Longxing reign of Emperor Xiaozong,
(1163-1164) Zhao Shen, of the Song Dynasty, Commander-general Wu
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Chao garrisoned Zhenjiang city of Shanyang Prefecture, Chuzhou
(Zhenjiang city, the seat of Shanyang Prefecture, is present-day Huai’an
city in Jiangsu Province). Meanwhile, along the east coast Brigadier Wei
Sheng was resisting the aggression of the Jin enemy from the north. Falling
short of awards for his soldiers, Wei sent Military Regional Commander
Sheng Yan back to Zhenjiang to fetch silver. It happened that another
Military Regional Commander Yuan Zhong, having traveled a long
distance by water from Danyang, also arrived at Zhenjiang with a large
sum of silver on the boat.

When Regional Commander Sheng Yan visited Regional Commander
Yuan Zhong at the boat, Regional Commander Sheng saw all this silver
and spoke to Regional Commander Yuan, “You mustn’t show your silver.
But now your silver on the boat is so eye-catching!” Regional Commander
Yuan refuted, “Who has the guts to squint at government silver?”” Regional
Commander Sheng said jokingly, “I’ll send some of my soldiers to your
boat to take it tonight. Let’s wait and see what you’ll do about it.”” Regional
Commander Yuan replied, laughing, “Take it if you are bold enough.”
Then the two parted with a laugh. At night, about two dozens of robbers
broke into the boat. Trussing up Regional Commander Yuan, they
plundered four hundred silver ingots and made away with them.

On the next day, Regional Commander Yuan came to the Commander-
general’s Headquarters and tearfully reported the robbery to General Wu
Chao, saying, “Last night, Regional Commander Sheng Yan and his
soldiers tied me up and robbed me of four hundred silver ingots. It is
hoped that your honor investigates into the matter and have my lost silver
recovered.” General Wu asked, “Why do you believe it is Regional
Commander Sheng who robbed your money?” Regional Commander Yuan
replied, “I arrived here from Danyang the day before yesterday. Upon my
arrival, Regional Commander Sheng called on me and was immediately
attracted by my silver on the boat. He told me face to face that he would
send his soldiers to take my silver the same night. I thought he was just
joking and I never expected he would really do it. But he and his men got
onto my boat and looted four hundred silver ingots. Who else could it be
if not him?”
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Hearing these words, General Wu said indignantly, “How audacious
Sheng Yan is!” So saying, General Wu ordered four arrest runners to
capture Regional Commander Sheng and his close followers and bring
them to the general’s headquarters. Who were bold enough to disobey a
military order? Who were bold enough to disobey a military order? Soon
Regional Commander Sheng and his close followers were brought in, all
trussed up.

Regional Commander Sheng asked General Wu what offences he had
committed. General Wu said, “Yuan Zhong accused you and your men of
plundering four hundred silver ingots from his boat. Are you going to
deny your crime?” Sheng Yan said, “How would I do such a thing? Humble
as I am, I’m a military officer and I know all the military laws. How
could I have possibly committed such a crime at the risk of my life?”
Throwing himself on the knees, Yuan Zhong confirmed, “You said so at
daytime and I was burgled at night. How can you flatly disavow it?”
Sheng Yan defended himself by saying, “I saw at daytime that your money
was too eye-catching, so [ made those playful remarks. How could I really
do it!” General Wu remarked, “How could you make such a joke? It is
only natural that firstly you were bent on robbing the silver and then you
made those remarks.” Turning anxious and flurried, Sheng Yan said, “How
could I have divulged my secrets beforehand had I really intended to rob
him?”

General Wu said, “It must be that your interest was naturally aroused
at the sight of this silver, so you betrayed yourself without your being
aware of it. This is a big trouble, sure you won’t confess it easily.” So
saying, he ordered to put Sheng Yan to torture. Though Sheng cried loudly
about his grievances, General Wu would not listen to him. On the contrary,
more savage torture was imposed on Sheng. Unable to put up with the
torments, Sheng had to admit, “At daytime I was lured by his money. It is
true that I robbed him of his silver with my soldiers at night.” Then his
close followers were also put to torture one after another. Some of them
admitted to the charge while some others flatly denied it. However, the
outcome turned out to be that those who denied it had to suffer more
cruel torments before they finally admitted to the charge.
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Of course, all the efforts of recovering the lost silver proved to be
fruitless. Not a piece of silver was found in every one of Sheng and his
followers’ bags. Once again torture was set to Sheng. Having no
alternative, Sheng had to blurt it out offhandedly, “After I robbed the
silver, I ran into a relative of mine who happened to come to Huxiang .1
gave all the silver to him and he immediately went away with the money
to buy fish and rice.” General Wu recorded Regional Commander Sheng’s
confession. As it was a military offence, actually there was no need to
recover the lost silver so as to prove the case plausible. Regional
Commander Sheng Yan would be taken to the public area to be beheaded
in three days. Sheng got into such a frightful plight because of a casual
joke, absolutely unable to clear it up even though he had a thousand
mouths.

[t happened that there lived a hooligan named Wang Lin in Zhenjiang
city. As his family had gone down in the world, Wang Lin engaged himself
in illegal activities and evildoings along the Yangtze River. Wang’s wife,
young and seductive, ran a wine shop. After she got acquainted with several
men, she secretly carried on affairs with them. That day, Wang Lin was
out. Wang’s wife and a young man, a close neighbor, were taking pleasure
in flirtation at her wine shop. But at that point her seven-year-old son was
playing for fun at the wine shop, and was unwilling to go outdoors. Wang’s
wife scolded him, “You bastard, get out of here!” The boy was amusing
himself in high spirits. How would he be willing to leave? Young as he
was, he was also in the know about his mother’s affair with that man. The
boy refuted viciously and ruthlessly, “You go ahead and have sex. It’s
none of my business. I’'m not in your way. Why drive me out?”

Feeling hurt and dejected, Wang’s wife stroke her son with her bent
fingers on the head and knocked him out of the wine shop. Covering his
head with his hands, the boy kept on hurling abuses as he wailed and
whined with pain. Greatly infuriated, Wang’s wife, casting her lover aside,
seized a rolling pin and started to beat the boy. Yelling desperately, the
boy ran out onto the street, but one stroke had already fallen on his head
before he had time to dodge. Feeling the pain on the head, the boy shouted,
“What a good deed were you up to? Why you beat me? You tore down
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our kitchen range when it was still in perfect good condition and you
stole lots of silver and hid it in the kitchen range. Do you want me to
disclose your secrets?” Upon hearing her son’s remarks that gave away
the secrets about the stolen silver, Wang’s wife dragged him home
forcefully.

An official runner who happened to be nearby heard the boy’s remarks
about the stolen silver. So, he told his fellow companions about it, and
then added, “What the young boy said must not be made up. There must
be something behind it. Just a moment ago, Regional Commander Yuan
lost four hundred silver ingots. Regional Commander Sheng was made a
scapegoat and is to be beheaded soon. But the lost silver has not been
recovered. Wang Lin has a previous criminal record. Could it be possible
that Yuan’s silver was stolen by Wang Lin? Let’s go to the wine shop and
size things up.” So saying, five to six official runners arrived at the wine
shop and started to drink.

When they were tipsy with wine, the official runners shouted towards
Wang’s wife, “Bring us a dish of fish to go with our wine!” Wang’s wife
answered, “Only wine is available. I don’t have fish in my shop.” The
official runners said, “We’re not having a free meal. Why aren’t you willing
to cook a fish for us?” Wang’s wife replied, “It’s true I don’t have fish in
my shop. How can I make one? Who said it’s a free meal?” Taking
advantage of his drunkenness, an official runner rose from his seat in an
attempt to provoke a row and make trouble. “I don’t believe you,” said
the official runner. “I’ll go and have a look in the kitchen for myself.” So
saying, the official runner moved towards the kitchen. Another official
runner had already broken into the kitchen. The official runner intentionally
bumped against the kitchen range and a brick came off and broke into
pieces.

Wang’s wife said angrily, “How can you be so rude and break into my
kitchen? Are you drunk? Look, you knocked down my kitchen range!”
Turing his anger into joy, the official runner said, “Don’t be angry. The
kitchen range is not seriously damaged. Let me fix it for you.” As he said
so, the official runner started to dig up the fallen part of the kitchen range
with his hands. Seeing this, Wang’s wife stepped forward to stop him,
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attempting to cover up the damaged part of the kitchen range. “It doesn’t
matter. Just leave it to me and I’1l fix it myself.” The official runner found
something strange in her reaction. Refusing to listen to her, he pushed the
corner of the kitchen range forcefully and it fell apart on the ground. A
pile of large silver ingots revealed themselves. The official runner shouted
toward his fellow companions, “I got it!” Rushing into the kitchen
immediately, the official runners tied Wang’s wife up.

Just at this instant, a man broke in and remarked, “Who are making
trouble at my home?”” Realizing the man was none other than Wang Lin,
the official runners shouted in one voice, “Capture him! Capture him!”
Seeing that something was amiss, Wang Lin turned back to run away, but
was caught and tied up. The official runners then pulled down the whole
kitchen range and collected the silver ingots together. They found the
amount of the money hidden within was exactly four hundred ingots.
Consequently, the Wang couple and the stolen money were taken to the
Commander-general’s Headquarters.

Commander-general Wu interrogated Wang Lin about his robbery of
the four hundred silver ingots. Wang Lin confessed that he and some
twenty young ruffians who used to hang around with his wife plundered
Regional Commander Yuan’s silver on the boat. Then Wu had all the
other twenty robbers arrested secretly. When questioned, the twenty
robbers all made the same confession. Wang Lin and the other twenty
young ruffians then were punished in accordance with military law.
Instantly, they were all beheaded and their heads were hung up as a warning
to all. Wang Lin’s wife was also duly sold. It was not until this time did
everyone realize that Regional Commander Sheng and his soldiers had
been wronged. Immediately Sheng and his soldiers were freed. Had Wang
Lin not given away the show the other day, Sheng and his soldiers’ heads
would have been removed from their necks the next day. From this event,
we can see clearly that one can never rely on his suspicions to make a
decision.

* * %*

Here I'll tell you another case of theft, in which two men got involved

and were suspected of the theft. But this case is eventually brought to
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light by an honest and upright official. There are many intricacies in this
case too.

People are often charged falsely,

while dreams always turn out to be true.

When a case is difficult to be cleared up,

try not to wrong the innocent.

During the Zhengde reign of emperor Zhu Houzhao (1506-1521) of
our Ming Dynasty, there once lived two brothers Wang Jue and Wang Lu
in Shanxi. The grandfather of these two brothers, who used to hold the
post of county magistrate, resigned his office some time ago and was
now staying at home. The father, a salt merchant, and the mother of the
two brothers were alive. Wang Jue had a son named Wang Yigao. Wang
Lu had a son named Wang Yikui. While young, both Wang Jue and Wang
Lu dedicated themselves to the study of Confucian classics. Wang Jue
passed the imperial examinations at the county level and became a xiucai,
while Wang Lu failed. However, Wang Lu displayed unusual talent in
doing business. Thus, Wang Lu’s father took Wang Lu to Shandong and
asked him to work as his assistant in doing salt business. Seeing that his
son Wang Lu was capable and shrewd, the father later quit the business.
The father, giving Wang Lu a thousand taels of silver as the principal,
sent Wang Lu to Shandong to continue with the salt business. Wang Lu
had two family servants with him; one was Wang En and the other Wang
Hui. Both servants were quite experienced in the ways of society.

Quick of eye and deft of hand, Wang Lu and his two family servants
outdid all others in the trade. Moreover, Wang Lu had the best of luck and
soon he made a fortune through dealing in salt in Shandong. As an old
saying goes, “Easy circumstances tend to breed lewd desire.” Richly
endowed, Wang Lu started to long for sexual indulgence. First he visited
two prostitutes, one named Yaoyao and the other Qinqin. Later he paid
these two prostitutes some silver and kept them to himself. Also he
managed to find a concubine for each of Wang En and Wang Hui, and he
specially selected young and beautiful ones. In name the concubines of
the Wang En and Wang Hui were serving maids of Yaoyao and Qingin, in
reality Wang Lu slept with them in turns, too. It turned out that Wang En
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and Wang Hui had fewer chances to sleep with their concubines. When
elated, Wang Lu slept with these four women unscrupulously at the same
time.

In two years, Wang Lu gradually broke down due to excessive
indulgence in wine and women. Soon he appeared to be on the brink of
death. Realizing his days were numbered, he dispatched Wang En home
with a letter for his father and brother. He also requested Wang En to
bring his son Wang Yikui to Shandong so that he could hand over his
account book to him.

Upon leaming from the letter that Wang Lu had a large sum of silver,
Wang Jue’s interest was deeply aroused. “My nephew is too young to
handle this matter,” Wang Jue calculated in his mind. “What’s more, my
brother is now incurably ill. What if my brother dies before my nephew
can reach Shandong? Wouldn’t the large amount of silver be lost?” As he
thought so, he decided to go to Shandong to see his brother in person.
Then he told Yigao to accompany Yikui in making the journey to Shandong
after they got everything ready. Turning to Wang En, Wang Jue said, “Take
your time and help Yigao and Yikui pack. You may set out for Shandong
after you got ready for the journey. I’ll have to hurry and leave for
Shandong right now and see my younger brother first.”” Qur story just
evolved from Wang Jue’s departure for Shandong: the inexperienced
young scholar would lose his life in a strange land and the Buddhist monk
would become a prisoner.

Indeed, blessings do not come in pairs and calamities never come singly.
If it hadn’t been for Wang Lu’s excessive indulgence in carnal desire,
how would the two brothers have lost their lives in a strange land? Soon
Wang Jue arrived in Shandong and saw his brother Wang Lu. Diseases
resulted from excessive indulgence in sensual pleasures are indeed fatal,
but people affected with such diseases do not die instantly, and this will
leave them some time to have their unsettled businesses settled.
Fortunately, there was still some time left for Wang Lu and the two brothers
could see each other.. Tears rolled down Wang Lu’s cheeks when he saw
his brother.

Lipon seeroy wang b was beyond cure, Wang Jue asked, wet with
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tears, “How come you’ve come to this?” Wang Lu answered, “I know
I’'m very ill. But I've been trying hard to restrain myself from death and
looking forward to seeing my family members. Now that I've seen you, |
can die without regret.” Wang Jue said, “You’ve been away from home
for quite some time and made a huge profit. But you must have experienced
untold hardships to earn this fortune. You’re now in a critical condition.
If by any chance the worst befalls you, do you have any message for me
to pass on to our parents?”

Wang Lu said, “As I’ve been far away form home doing business, |
have done little filial duties to our parents and you. For the mere purpose
of making some low profit, I’ve come to such a miserable condition. But
I feel much relieved at hearing your understanding words. Here are one
thousand taels of silver. I need to return this money to our parents and 1
hope it will be some help to them in the rest of their lives. The rest of my
silver amounts to more than three thousand taels. Divide it into two halves,
one half for my son Yikui and the other half for my nephew Yigao.
Fortunately, you arrived here in time, and I have entrusted the money
with you. I will rest easy in my grave even though I die now.” When
Wang Lu’s finished these words, Wang Jue asked Wang Hui, the family
servant, to have the amount of silver checked. At dusk, Wang Lu breathed
his last. Wang Jue and Wang Hui cried their hearts out. The four women
also shed some tears moderately.

Wang Jue told Wang Hui to buy the deceased Wang Lu a coffin. When
Wang Lu was about to be laid in the coffin, Wang Jue sent Wang Hui to
go and lock the four women up in a room and keep a watch on them,
offering an excuse that the four women had contradictory horoscopes
with Wang Lu at that time and so they must not be present while Wang Lu
was being laid in the coffin. The four women were not set free until Wang
Lu was well encoffined. Then, to make the trip home easier, Wang Jue
sent the four women, Yaoyao, Qinqgin and the concubines of the Wang
family servants, back to their own homes respectively, though Wang Hui
appeared to be reluctant to part with his concubine and Wang En, who
had not returned from the Wang’s house, didn’t even have the chance to
say goodbye to his concubine.
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Wang Jue and Wang Hui then started to pack their things up for the
trip home. Five hundred taels of silver were placed in a big suitcase,
while another one hundred taels in small pieces, along with two gold
jewelries, were placed in the traveling bags so that they could use them
easily on the way. Filled with doubts and suspicions, Wang Hui asked,
“Second Master Wang Lu had much more silver than this. ‘How come we
only carry this small sum with us?” Wang Jue answered, “I think it will
be inconvenient to travel with such a huge amount of silver. I’ve hidden
the rest in a secret good place, and you’ll be able to see the money after
we get home.”

Wang Hui said, “Since you have a good place to hide the silver, why
didn’t you hide these five hundred taels as well? We can just take as
much traveling expenses as is needed for the journey home.” Wang Jue
answered, “Would other people think it reasonable we carry a big
businessman’s body home without several hundred taels of silver on us?
Others will certainly get to the bottom of things if they become suspicious.
By then we’ll get into trouble. Better put these five hundred in the suitcase
and carry it with our luggage. In this way, we’ll be free from doubts and
suspicions.” Wang Hui said, “An excellent idea.”

Wang Jue and Wang Hui hired a carriage and a carriage driver named
Li Wang. After they put the coffin and their luggage on the carriage,
Wang Jue and Wang Hui traveled on draught animals alongside with the
carriage. As they traveled westward and arrived at Caozhou Prefecture,
they stopped at Dongguan Inn for the night. They also had the carriage
parked at the courtyard of the inn.

As carriage driver Li Wang had traveled with the carriage for several
days, he realized the suitcase was loaded with silver. At midnight, Li
Wang got up and stole the suitcase and left the inn while everyone was
fast asleep. When Wang Jue got up the next morning, he found Li Wang
was missing. Immediately he checked his luggage and found that the
suitcase was gone too. Turning to the innkeeper, Wang Jue said, “There
are five hundred taels of silver in my suitcase. You can’t shirk
responsibility.” The innkeeper said, “It is only natural I should be
responsible for it if you lost anything in my inn. But now the carriage
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driver is missing and you hired him before you came to my inn. How
should I be responsible for the case of theft if it is your carriage driver
who has made it away with him?”

Seeing that what the innkeeper said was reasonable, Wang Jue said,
“You may not be responsible for the theft, but my luggage was stolen in
your inn. You need to help us find the thief.” The innkeeper asked, “Where
did you hire this carriage driver? Do you know anything about him?”
Wang Jue answered, “He is a native of Caozhou and he was about to
return home when I hired him some days ago.” The innkeeper said, “This
being the case, he must have gone westward. The heavy suitcase must
make it difficult for him to move fast. We might be able to catch him if
we hurry. But we need a yamen runner to help us capture him once we
find him.” Wang Jue said, “This is easy. [ can change into my long robe.
Then we can go to the county yamen together and report this case to the
County Magistrate, and ask him to send an official runner to help us.”
The innkeeper said, “It turns out you’re a xiucai. Things will be much
easier.”

The County Magistrate of Caozhou was a native of Shaanxi too. Wang
Jue submitted his written complaint to the County Magistrate. Upon
realizing Wang Jue was his fellow townsman, the County Magistrate
appeared to be extremely earnest to help. Immediately he commissioned
a runner named Li Biao to help Wang Jue capture the carriage driver.
Then Wang Jue hired another carriage driver and left the inn with Wang
Hui and the yamen runner Li Biao.

After arriving Kaihe Fair, Wang Jue said, “How are we going to find
Li Wang if we carry this coffin with us? We’d better find a big inn and
settle down for the time being. Then we can move around easily and hunt
for Li Wang separately.” “Exactly,” said Li Biao. “Anyway;, it will take
some time for us to find Li Wang and we won’t be able to leave Kaihe
Fair if we can’t find him. There is a big inn here run by Zhang Shan. You
may stop the carriage and the coffin at the inn and stay at this place for a
few days. We’ll search for Li Wang around this place and we’ll come to
report to you once we have any news about him.” Wang Jue said, “An
excellent idea. This is exactly what I’m thinking.”
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Arriving at the inn, Zhang Shan received them cordially. Li Biao said
to Zhang Shan, “This man is a fellow townsman of the County Magistrate.
He is now taking his deceased brother home in Shaanxi. We have some
business here, so we need to stay at your inn for a few days. Get ready
two clean rooms for us. You need to serve us nicely.” Realizing Li Biao
was an official runner, Zhang Shan dared not to slight him. “My inn is
one of the best at this place. You just set your mind at rest and stay at my
inn for some days.” Immediately Zhang Shan prepared dinner and wine
for them. Wang Jue had the dinner alone in the main room while Li Biao
and Wang Hui had theirs together in another room. After dinner, Li Biao
said to Wang Jue, “It’s still early. I’ll go to the fair and ask the local
official runners to help us track down Li Wang.” Wang Jue said, “A
wonderful idea. I’ll give you all a big reward for the capture of Li Wang.”
“I would be glad to offer you my service,” replied Li Biao. Finishing
these words, Li Biao left for the fair.

Wang Jue was in low spirits. So he said to Zhang Shan, “I’m of thinking
of taking a stroll on the street, but I don’t have a companion. Would you
like to go with me?” “Sure,” replied Zhang Shan. Wang Jue told Wang
Hui to remain in the inn and attend to their luggage.

Within an instant, Wang Jue and Zhang Shan got to the busy fair. After
a moment of hustling and bustling on the street, Wang Jue asked, “Can
you take me to a certain quiet or interesting place?”” Zhang Shan answered,
“Sure. I know a good place.” Crossing the wilds, Zhang Shan brought
Wang Jue to a nunnery. “This is a quiet place,” said Zhang Shan, “and
there lives a pretty nun in it. Let us move in and beg for a cup of tea.”
With Zhang Shan taking the lead and Wang Jue following closely behind,
they two arrived at the nunnery. Upon entering the nunnery, a nun came
out hurriedly and showed them in. Seeing the nun, Wang Jue exclaimed
with surprise, “What a beauty!” How does the nun look like?

Her nun’s cap reveals her hair is newly cut.

A beauty with fine brows and clear eyes.

Her gown is perfectly tailored for her graceful figure.

Her mouth is as red and sweet as cherry when reading the scripture.
Her body is as delicate as willow when greeting people.
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She is just like a fairy maiden descending to the world.
Even Ananda would not resist her temptation

Naturally Wang Jue was deeply infatuated by the nun. He took a seat
opposite the nun. Like a snow lion pouncing on a flame, he had already
become weak and soft in the limbs. Unavoidably he tantalized her with
some flirtatious remarks. Being experienced and knowledgeable, the nun
showed no sign of anger and responded his flirtation with ease. Knowing
he could carry on with the nun, Wang Jue started to nurse ulterior motives
in his mind.

After having a cup of tea, Wang Jue rose to his feet and said goodbye
to the nun, and returned to the inn with Zhang Shan. Taking an ingot of
silver and hiding it in his sleeve, he said to Wang Hui, “It’s really boring
to stay in the inn. I’ll go out to have some fun. I’m not sure if I can come
back for the night. When the innkeeper inquires about me, just tell him
you don’t know. You and Li Biao need to keep an eye on our luggage.”
Wang Hui answered, “I got it, sir. Do as you please.”

Again Wang Jue went back to the nunnery. Seeing Wang Jue coming
back to the nunnery, the nun said, “You left only a moment ago. Why are
you back again?”” Wang Jue replied, “I’m reluctant to part with your beauty.
So, I’'m back. I wonder if we can share each other’s company and make
merry.” The nun replied, “With my pleasure.” Wang Jue asked, “May I
know your clerical name?” “Zhenjing is my humble clerical name,” replied
the nun. Wang Jue said with a smile, ““You must be lonely too. Why don’t
we do something?”” The nun said, “No joking!” “I’m not joking,” said
Wang Jue. “As a traveler, I feel it really an honor to meet you. It will
certainly drive me crazy if we only keep on talking without doing
something. I’m fed up with living in the noisy inn. Here is an ingot of
silver. [ wonder if I can rent a room in your nunnery.”

The nun said, “Rooms are available, but I don’t think it is good for
you to stay here for the night. What could be done about it?” “Guest and
hostess make good companions for the night,” replied Wang Jue, laughing.
Also laughing, the nun said, “What a brazen-faced guest!” The nun was
actually a slut. She had already agreed to his request at the sight of the
white and bright silver. Stretching her hand to receive the silver, she said,
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“The rooms here are very shabby. You may put yourself up here for a
couple of days if you don’t mind it.” “I’ve made it clear you need to
accompany me at night,” said Wang Jue. With a faint smile, the nun said,
“What a shameless guest! Who told you you’re to sleep alone?” Hearing
these words, Wang Jue was carried away with wild joy. With a tacit mutual
understanding, Wang Jue and the nun slept together at night.

On the next morning, Wang Jue came back to the inn. He dispatched
Li Biao to fish for information about Li Wang and told Wang Hui to
remain in the inn. At dusk, Wang Jue again arrived at Zhenjing’s place.
Deeply attached to each other, Wang Jue and Zhenjing were almost
inseparable. Seeing Wang Jue stayed out every night, Wang Hui and Li
Biao thought he must be hanging around with prostitutes. Zhang Shan
also knew that Wang Jue did not spend the night at his inn, but he thought
it was of no immediate concern to himself.

This kept on for quite some days. Li Biao went out early every moring
to hunt for Li Wang and returned late at night, but he got no news at ali
about Li Wang. One day, Li Biao said to Wang Jue, “Since we can’t find
Li Wang at Kaihe Fair, I’ll go to Jining to search for him.” Wang Jue said,
“This is a good idea. Just go ahead.” Finishing these words, Wang Jue
suddenly thought to himself, “Li Biao has been seeking Li Wang for quite
some days, but he got no news at all about him. People always say, ‘Official
runners not only catch thieves, they also set thieves free.” Could there be
fraudulence for selfish purposes in it?”” So thinking, Wang Jue called over
Wang Hui and said, “Go catch up with him. Stay with him and he’1l have
no chance for cheating in this matter.” As requested, Wang Hui left the
inn too. Wang Jue, now left alone in the inn, calculated, “Tonight I’ll
have to stay at the inn and take care of the luggage.”

At daytime, Wang Jue visited Zhenjing and told her that he was not
coming for the night. Zhenjing found it hard to tear herself away from
him. But Wang Jue had to part with her and go back to the inn, though he
hated to. When Wang Jue came back to the inn, a waiter brought him
some night snacks and made bed for him. After Wang Jue finished his
supper, the waiter cleared up the table and closed the door for Wang Jue.
Then everybody went to bed.
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After the first watch, the innkeeper Zhang Shan suddenly heard the
cracking of the tiles on the top of the house. Being a businessman, Zhang
Shan was always on tenterhooks. So he was very vigilant when sleeping
at night. Holding his breath, he just listened quietly. Within an instant, he
heard a sound, which sounded as if someone was jumping off the eaves.
Immediately he put on his clothes and rose out of his bed and shouted,
“Why that noise? Everyone get up and have a look!” As he shouted thus,
Zhang Shan raced out of his room before his waiters got out of their beds.
Then he heard the pit-a-pat of the inn gate. Getting closer to the gate, he
found it was already opened. Believing it must be a thief, Zhang Shan
dared not to go out of his inn and chase after him. “Better go and have a
look at Wang Jue’s room,” he pondered. He found the door of Wang Jue’s
room was open too. “Wang Jue! Wang Jue! Something terrible happened!
Get up quickly and check your luggage!” But no one answered.

Just at this moment, a man rushed into the inn, huffing and puffing,
and said, “Why is the gate still open at this hour?” Looking up, Zhang
Shan found the man was the official runner Li Biao. Zhang Shan answered,
“Just now [ heard a noise and I thought it must be a thief. So I'm on my
way to Wang Jue’s room to have a look. You’ve already gone to Jining.
Why are you back?” Li Biao answered, ““I forgot to bring my knife. I left
it on my bed. I came back in such a hurry to take my knife. Is there
anything lost in the inn?” Zhang Shan answered, “I’m here to ask Wang
Jue if he has lost anything.” Entering Wang Jue’s room, they called him
loudly, but got no answer at all. As they lit up the light, Zhang Shan and
Li Biao let out a scream in unison, “Oh no!” Wang Jue was killed on the
bed.

Dumbfounded, Li Biao remarked, “Obviously you killed him in your
inn while Wang Hui and I were not here!” Tuning pale, Zhang Shan refuted,
“A noise woke me up from my sleep. So I came out to see what was
happening. I saw no one but you. You’ve already gone to Jining. But you
are you still here? You must be the killer! How could you venomously
slander me?” Glaring with rage, Li Biao shouted, “I forgot to bring my
knife. So I'm especially back to take my knife. I found the inn gate was
still open when I got here. This is why I asked you about the gate in the
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beginning. But I never expected you’d already killed Wang Jue!” Feeling
a bit frightened, Zhang Shan said angrily, “You’ve got a knife. You must
be the killer. How can you shift it onto me?” Li Biao said, “My knife
must be on my bed at present. I haven’t got it yet.” So saying, Li Biao
went directly to his bed and took the knife out of the room. Getting close
to the light, Li Biao showed the knife to Zhang Shan and said, “Look at
it! Could it be a knife used for a murder? Is there a single stain of blood
on it?”

Li Biao was an official runner and had a glib tongue. How could Zhang
Shan be his match? But Zhang Shan still insisted in a loud voice, “I rushed
out of my room to catch thief. But I didn’t find anyone in the inn. I just
ran into you. We two got into Wang Jue’s room together and found Wang
Jue was lying on his bed dead. How can you say [’m the killer?” As they
disputed endlessly over this matter, the local authorities and neighbors
came over to inquire what was wrong. Li Biao and Zhang Shan told their
stories respectively. Seeing it involved a life, the local authorities
announced, “No need to argue. None of you can get clear of it. Go see the
County Magistrate tomorrow.” Thus, both Li Biao and Zhang Shan were
tied up and detained in the inn.

At daybreak, the local authorities took Zhang Shan and Li Biao to the
county yamen. Then the local authorities reported to the County Magistrate
that this case involved a life. The magistrate asked, “What happened?”
The local authorities answered, “A guest was killed in the inn last night.
These two men suspected each other for the murder. So we brought them
to you to look into the matter and decide the case.”

Li Biao said to the magistrate, “I’m the official runner you sent to help
Wang Jue hunt for the thief. Wang Jue and I stopped at Zhang Shan’s inn
at Kaihe Fair and I stayed there for several days searching for the thief.
But I got no news of the thief. Wang Jue’s family servant Wang Hui and
I went to Jining yesterday to continue to fish for information about the
thief. Wang Jue was left alone in the inn. Seeing Wang Jue was alone in
the inn, the innkeeper Zhang Shan killed him for his money and luggage.”
Zhang Shan reported to the magistrate, “I’'m Zhang Shan, the innkeeper.
Wang Xiucai had stayed at my inn for quite some days by yesterday, but
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he failed to capture the thief. Yesterday he sent the official runner and his
family servant to search for the thief in Jining. So he stayed at my inn by
himself. Last night [ heard something astir at the gate, so I rose to see
what was happening. Right at this moment, I ran into the official runner
returning to my inn. He told me he was coming back to fetch his knife.
When we arrived at Wang Xiucai’s room, we found he was already dead.”

Turning to Li Biao, the magistrate asked, ““You were supposed to go to
Jining. But why did you come back to the inn? How did you know it was
Zhang Shan who killed Wang Xiucai? “ Li Biao answered, “As a matter
of fact, I was not quite sure of it. While I was on my way to Jining, 1
remembered I’d forgotten to bring my knife with me. I told Wang Hui to
wait for me after he got to Jining and I returned to the inn to get my knife.
It was already nighttime when I came back to the inn. But I found the
gate had not been closed yet and Zhang Shan was standing in the courtyard,
looking quite flustered. As we saw Wang Xiucai, we found he had already
been killed. Who else could the killer be if not the innkeeper?”’

Also finding it hard to tell who the killer was, the magistrate put both
Li Biao and Zhang Shan to torture. Being an official runner after all, Li
Biao appeared to be a tough man and denied it. Zhang Shan was a
businessman and had never suffered such torments. When he was unable
to bear the torture, he admitted to it against his mind, saying, “It’s true 1
killed Wang Xiucai for his money.” After recording Zhang’s confession
about his crime, the magistrate put him into the death cell. Then he
submitted the case to the higher authorities. Li Biao was released on bail.

Arriving at Jining, Wang Hui put himself up at Jining Inn and waited
for Li Biao. On the next day he waited for a whole day, but Li Biao didn’t
show up. Feeling very much annoyed with impatience, Wang Hui returned
to Kaihe to see what had gone wrong. Arriving at the inn, Wang Hui
found there was a din in the inn. Everyone there was talking about Wang
Xiucai’s death as well as the wrong done to the innkeeper. Seeing Wang
Jue’s head had been cut off, Wang Hui could do nothing but groan inwardly.
After wailing at Wang Jue’s body for some time, he checked the luggage.
To his surprise, he found that eighty taels of silver and the two jewelries
were missing.
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Wang Hui then bought a coffin and placed Wang Jue’s body in it.
Considering the yamen might examine Wang Jue’s body, Wang Hui didn’t
nail the lid on the coffin.

Upon learning that Zhang Shan had been put into the death cell and Li
Biao was on bail, Wang Hui turned the matter over in his mind, “This
case does not have an accuser. Furthermore, the burglary was not reported
to the magistrate and no evidence is available to prove that Zhang Shan
was the killer. The county yamen wouldn’t be able to settle the case justly.
To find the true killer and clear up the case, a complaint must be made to
the higher authorities.” Soon he learned that Investigating Censor Xu
was an expert at clearing up cases with any clues. It so happened that
Investigating Censor Xu was currently making an inspecting tour at
Shandong. Wang Hui wrote a complaint and submitted it to the
Investigation Bureau. Investigating Censor Xu, a native of Lingbao of
Henan and originally titled Lord Xiangyi by the imperial edict, was
actually the most renowned minister at the imperial court.

Seeing that it was a case involving a life, Investigating Censor Xu
ordered that the case be returned to the County Magistrate for retrial. And
the County Magistrate, as he had done before, again passed the same
judgment that Zhang Shan was the killer and the spoils were to be
recovered later. Though Zhang Shan admitted to it for fear of being
tortured, he cried out about his grievances in the quiet when he met Wang
Hui and recounted how the doorbell rang and how he ran into Li Biao.
Even Wang Hui was filled with suspicions, but he was unable to tell who
was the killer.

Before long, Zhang Shan and Li Biao, along with the files concerning
the case, were handed over to the Investigation Bureau. After reading the
confessions made by Zhang Shan and Li Biao, Investigating Censor Xu
inquired them about the matter. But both repeated what they had spoken
earlier to the magistrate in the very beginning. Turning to Zhang Shan,
Investigating Censor Xu asked, “Since you still maintained Li Biao was
the killer, why did you admit to it in your confession?” Zhang Shan
answered, “I admitted to it because I could no long bear the torture. I'm
the owner of the inn. I would be even responsible for a minor theft. How
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could I be bold enough to kill my guest and grab his money. How could I
rob his money and run away from my inn? On that night T only saw Li
Biao rushing into the inn when I was getting to the gate to see what had
happened. Why fabricate a charge against me? Li Biao must be the killer.”
Li Biao defended himself, saying, “I’m an official runner commissioned
to help Wang Xiucai hunt for the thief. How would I explain the matter to
the magistrate if I had killed him? What’s more, I forgot to bring my
knife with me when I left the inn for Jining. I rushed back to the inn to get
my knife. [ had no weapons with me when I returned to the inn. Could I
kill a man with my bare fists? Many people were present when I took my
knife from my bed. It’s obviously clear Wang Xiucai was not killed by
this knife. Wang Xiucai was killed in Zhang Shan’s inn, who else could
the killer be if not Zhang Shan?”” Investigating Censor Xu turned to Wang
Hui and asked, “What’s your comment?” Wang Hui answered, “I’m
confused too. Both are suspicious and at the same time both sounded
reasonable. I can’t tell who did it.” Xu said, “In my opinion, none of them
is the killer. The killer must be someone else.” So saying, Xu took up a
writing-brush and made the following judgment:
Li Biao is an official runner commissioned to help Wang Jue search for the
thief, while Zhang Shan is the owner of the inn. It is self-evident both would
be implicated in the case if Wang Jue got killed. Could it be possible for
them to put themselves into trouble? Therefore, the killer must be someone
else. Put both of them behind the bars to wait for further investigation.
Instantly Li Biao and Zhang Shan were taken into the county jail.
Declaring the court adjourned, Investigation Censor returned to his own
room, but he still couldn’t tear himself away from this case. While sleeping
at night, he had a dream that a xiucai, followed by a beautiful woman,
came to him with a complaint, saying he had been killed by someone. Xu
said, “This is exactly what is haunting me at present.” The woman spoke
thus:
I am a hairless quiet woman, I got involved in an affair with two men. If
no dust is available, seek assistance from the bright moon.
Xu kept these words in mind. As he was about to ask her to give an
explanation of her words, the woman suddenly disappeared. Greatly taken

|

|
|
.
|



Zl
A
==
<
L=
Ly
&
+
I

%k, ThR—%. BOGAICH/FEN, FHEZ, MEEE.
BHE: “GADBRRER, A Ttk —F. OALK, ¥
R, XBEAEARHEHAT? B RAHE, HEW
i, XEFmBAMEAL.”

KHETHE, iRk R, BRI TEAT, AR
ERORFE : “XFA BBRIES, BaiE RAE)EPERER 47 7
skEE: “BRE)ED, RABRBAZERANEERE, AK
AR R SRR AEIXEE, BEAMALZERT, HA%
JEERTE, sERER T 7 PV "t B 2 R 47 7
SREM T —H, B "XFAMEER, EEMEFCRERD,
BET/MNNERERAE T 8. FAE: “RBNEMmEL L2
AR M7 7 SKEE . A DEJRMY, ARER. FAKE
B “FHRT. XWE: JRgrGREE? T kEE. MY
HHEE. WARE, MRE: BT 27! FhLFm L

HEH, ks, CEEk ZMTRME, TH EH TR
B T, AIARA Y SAMREXESHS L.
SEAN/NE, BRE, BEOANEEERE YA,

FREATESR, BREPRE, AT, FRMAE. ZF
Rl “BWECESERBALE, JER/N,” Hifl: ‘55
BF, NERERANGEE? 7 BEE: REEANEBSA AR
T RERERTEEDN, SokERERIF." ARREAA
x, D TEE: “BE EFAXREAIE, TRBART . &
! ) " REFFEE: “REASLA, AHET, ERE



aback, Xu woke up from his dream. Though he clearly remembered what
the woman said in his dream, he could not make any sense out of it. “The
woman said she was hairless,” Xu thought to himself, “so she must be
nun. Could it be possible Wang Xiucai was killed by this nun? I’ll try this
case again tomorrow. There must be something hidden in what this woman
said.”

On the next day, Zhang Shan was brought to court to be questioned.
Investigating Censor Xu asked, “Did Wang Xiucai spend the nights at
your inn?” “No,” replied Zhang Shan, “he didn’t. Only his family servant
Wang Hui and the official runner Li Biao passed the nights at my inn. I
have no idea where Wang Xiucai spent the nights. Wang Xiucai stayed
only one night at my inn after he had sent Li Biao and Wang Hui to
Jining, and he was killed on that night.” Xu asked, “Did he ever go to any
nunneries around here?”

Zhang Shan thought for a moment and then said, “When he first settled
in my inn, he told me he wished to go a certain quiet good place for
entertainment. I showed him to a nunnery nearby.” Xu asked, “How old
is the nun? How about her looks?” Zhang Shan answered, “She is young
and beautiful.” Xu continued with his questions, ““‘What’s the name of the
nun?” “Zhenjing E&#,” replied Zhang Shan. Xu thought for a moment.
Suddenly he struck the table in surprise and said, “I got it! I got it! A
hairless woman must be a nun. She also said she was a quiet # woman.
The word ‘quiet’ ## happens to refer to her name Zhenjing EL&#. Zhenjing
must have something to do with this case of murder.” Having finished
these words, Xu immediately sent an official runner named Li Xin to the
nunnery to bring Zhenjing to the Investigating Bureau.

Scared out of her wits, Zhenjing asked why she was wanted by the
Investigating Bureau. Li Xin told her that the reason she was wanted was
that Wang Xiucai had been killed in the inn and that he used to come to
the nunnery to see her. Dumbfounded, Zhenjing said, “No wonder he
didn’t come to see me recently. He was killed. Really too bad! But I’'m a
woman and I never go outdoors. How could I know anything about what
had happened in the inn? Please have mercy on me and free me from
going to the court. I will certainly repay your kindness if you could do me
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a favor.”

Li Xin said, “You’re wanted by the Investigation Bureau. This is by
no means a joking matter. There is no way for me to help you.” Seeing Li
Xin was reluctant to help, Zhenjing put on all kinds of fawning expressions
and tried every possible means to seduce Li Xin, hoping that he could
free her from going to the court. Li Xin knew well what she meant, but,
being fully aware of the laws, he did not dare to make a concession on
this matter. Finally, Li Xin said, “Since you’ve got nothing to do with this
matter, you might as well go see the official and tell him what you know
about this matter.” So saying, Li Xin dragged Zhenjing to the Investigating
Bureau.

The moment Xu saw Zhenjing at the court, he clapped his hands and
exclaimed, “That’s it! She is the very woman in my dream. How strange!”
Then Xu ordered her to move closer to the table and go down on her
knees. “How did you carry on an affair with Wang Xiucai?” Xu asked.
“How did you kill him? I won’t beat you if you tell me the truth. If you
lie, I’ll beat you to death.” Zhenjing was actually in her teens and had
never been to court. She didn’t dare to cover it up.

Trembling with fear, she answered, “Wang Xiucai ran into me the
other day while he was visiting the nunnery. That night he again came to
see me with an ingot of silver and asked for accommodation in the nunnery.
Deeply attached to each other, I slept with him for several days. He told
me he still had dozens of taels of silver and two jewelries in the inn and
he would bring them all to me. One day he told me he would not be able
to come to see me at night because he had to stay at the inn for some
important business. Ever since then I’ve never seen him again. I’ve been
looking forward to seeing him for a long time. It never occurred to me he
was killed.”

Judging by her young age, her beautiful looks and her sincerity in
telling the story, Xu knew for sure that what Zhenjing confessed about
her affair with Wang Xiucai was true, but she must not be the killer. “But
how did Zhenjing appeared to be exactly the same with the woman in my
dream?” wondered Xu. “How come the stolen money and two jewelries
happened to be in keeping with Zhenjing’s account of Wang Xiucai’s
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valuables?” After turning the matter over for a moment, Xu asked, “Did
anyone hear you when Wang Xiucai promised you his money?” Zhenjing
answered, “No, it was an absolutely private talk.” Xu asked, “Did you
tell anyone else about it?” Zhenjing thought for a moment and turned
crimson. “Now I see,” Zhenjing said in a low voice. “I shouldn’t have
told this heartless guy about it. It must be him who killed Wang Xiucai!”

Xu shouted, “Why? Tell me the truth!” Zhenjing answered, “It was
my fault. Even death is too light a punishment for me. Now that it has
come to this, I’'m afraid I won’t be able to cover it up any more. I used to
carry on an affair with a monk secretly before I knew Wang Xiucai. While
Wang Xiucai stayed at the inn that night, this monk came to me and
inquired me why I had cold-shouldered him recently. I told him the reason
I fell for Wang Xiucai was that he was pretty good to me and promised
me some silver. Then the monk asked me where Wang Xiucai was. I told
him Wang was at Zhang Shan’s inn. Then the monk left in a hurry. 1
haven’t seen him since he took leave of me that night. I guess he must
have gone to the inn and killed Wang Xiucai.”

“What’s the monk’s name?” asked Xu. “Wuchen J¢ &, replled
Zhenjing. Stamping his feet, Xu exclaimed, “I got it! The monk’s name
‘Wuchen’ conforms exactly with the lines ‘If no dust JGEE is available’
the woman had spoken to me in my dream! Where does he live?”
“Guangshan Temple,” was Zhenjing’s answer. Then Xu assigned Li Xin
to capture Wuchen at Guangshan Temple, saying, “Monk Wuchen must
have gone into hiding. If he is not there, ask his disciple where he has
gone.” Tumning to Zhenjing, Xu asked, “Do you know Wuchen’s disciple’s
name?” Zhenjing answered, “His name is Yuelang H B2 and he lives in
the backyard of the temple.” Hearing these words, Xu pondered, “The
disciple’s name Yuelang fits perfectly with the words ‘bright moon’ the
woman had mentioned to me in my dream. What the woman had spoken
to me has all been confirmed. The whole thing will be out in the open
once we catch Yuelang.”

Instantly Li Xin went to Guangshan Temple to capture Wuchen. As
was expected, Wuchen’s disciple Yuelang told Li Xin that his master had
already been away for several days. Then Li Xin tied Yuelang up and
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brought him to the Investigating Bureau.

Xu inquired Yuelang about his master Wuchen’s whereabouts. Yuelang
answered, “My master is now at the home of one of his relatives. Better
avoid disclosure of the matter so as not to alert him and make him run
away. I’ll manage to find him if you could send a runner to help me.”
Then Xu assigned Li Xin to follow Yuelang and help him capture Wuchen.

Yuelang said to Li Xin, “He had many relatives and sworn
acquaintances. Who knows who he is with at present? If he learns he is
being wanted by the yamen, he will surely be startled and run away. Why
don’t you disguise yourself as a Taoist and beg alms with me from door
to door? Once we make sure of his hiding place, we can take actions
immediately to capture him. Disguising himself as a Taoist, Li Xin,
accompanied by Yuelang, wandered for several days from place to place
to hunt for Wuchen. But no trace of Wuchen was found. One day while
they were begging alms from door to door, they found that a monk was
having wine in a certain family. Yuelang said to Li Xin in a whisper,
“That monk over there is my master Wuchen.”

Li Xin hurriedly went to the local authorities to request assistance. A
group of official runners from the local yamen were dispatched to help Li
Xin capture Wuchen. Li Xin and the group of official runners from the
local yamen broke into the house and arrested Wuchen in a twinkling.
“The homicide you committed has been brought to light. You are wanted
by the Investigating Censor.” These words touched upon Wuchen’s sore
point and threw him into a flurry. Seeing Li Xin was a Taoist, Wuchen
yelled, “Taoist, we have no enmity between us. Why do you inform against
me to the yamen?” Giving Wuchen a slap in the face, Li Xin said,
“Baldheaded blind monk! Open your donkey’s eyes and see if I'm a
Taoist!” So saying, Li Xin lifted his dress and showed Wuchen his pass
worn at the waist.

Realizing Li Xin was an official runner, Wuchen immediately thought
of taking to his heels. But he found he had been surrounded by a group of
official runners. Knowing for sure he could no longer run away, Wuchen
had to follow Li Xin and move out of the house obediently. When Wuchen
saw Yuelang, Wuchen cursed him roundly, shouting, “You bastard! You
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brought them here, right?”” Yuelang answered, “The yamen forced me to
do so. I could hardly save myself. You should accept the responsibility
for what you did. Should I hold myself responsible for whatever you
did?”

Li Xin and the official runners from the local yamen escorted Wuchen
to the Investigating Bureau. When Wuchen was brought to court,
Investigating Censor Xu asked, “Why did you kill Wang Xiucai?”” Wuchen
simply denied the accusation in the beginning. Therefore, he was put to
torture. Zhenjing was also summoned to face him in court. Overcome
with hatred, Zhenjing said, “That night I only told you alone about what
Wang Xiucai had promised me. You left my room ferociously and killed
him that night. How are you going to deny it?”’ Li Xin reported to Xu how
Wuchen and Yuelang had tried to shift the blame on to each other on their
way to the Investigating Bureau. Xu summoned Yuelang to court and
wanted to put him to torture too. Yuelang said, “Please don’t put me to
torture, sir. The silver and the two jewelries are now hidden in a box in
the temple. You may ask my master about it.”

Seeing everything had been brought to light, Wuchen knew it would
be of no use for him to continue to endure the torments. Thus he confessed,
“For one thing, 1 hated Wang Xiucai very much because he grabbed
Zhenjing from me and made her ditch me. For another, I hankered after
his money. So I killed him that night at the inn and took his silver and two
jewelries.” Then Wuchen made his mark on the confession. Soon the
eighty taels of silver and the two jewelries were recovered from the temple
and were then placed in the storehouse of Caozhou County. Wuchen was
sentenced to death. Zhenjing was driven out of the nunnery and sold by
the yamen to be someone’s wife after she had atoned for her crime. Zhang
Shan, Li Biao and Yuelang, all proved to be innocent, were released and
sent home. Thus the truth was fully revealed. Had it not been for
Investigating Censor Xu’s great insight and wisdom, Zhang Shan and Li
Biao would have been wronged.

Being out of luck, Zhang and Li have to harbor suspicions.
Never will they expect the killer would be a monk.
As Wang Hui went to Investigating Censor Xu with the petition to
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take back the stolen money and the two jewelries, Xu said, “Both of your
masters are dead. How am I going to allow you to take them? Go back to
your masters’ native home and tell their sons to come here and take the
stolen money and the jewelries.” Hearing this, Wang Hui kowtowed and
took his leave. Back at Zhang Shan’s inn, Li Biao and Wang Hui cursed,
“What rotten luck! Thanks to the just-minded judge Investigating Censor
Xu, we’re not wronged!” Zhang Shan burned some paper to offer sacrifices
to gods and ghosts and prayed for peace and safety. Then Zhang Shan
entertained Wang Hui and Li Biao with wine to celebrate their safe return
from the yamen and the dinner did not come to an end until all were
drunk.

On the next day, Wang Hui said to Li Biao, “A fellow companion of
mine called Wang En left for home several days ago to meet my master’s
son. | guess they will be arriving at this region pretty soon. Let us go
westward to meet them. When we meet them, we can let them join us in
the search for Li Wang.” Li Biao consented. When Wang Hui had laid the
lid on the coffin and nailed it, he left Wang Xiucai’s coffin in the care of
Zhang Shan. Then Wang Hui got packed and set out for home with Li
Biao.

Arriving at Changyuan County, Kaizhou Prefecture of North Zhili,
Wang Hui and Li Biao stopped at a restaurant to have dinner. While they
were having dinner at the restaurant, they suddenly found Wang En coming
downstairs. Wang Hui called out for him and the two met each other.
“Our two young masters are just upstairs,” Wang En told Wang Hui. Seeing
Yi Gao and Yikui, Wang Hui wept and told them that their fathers were
dead.

Upon hearing this, Yi Gao, Yikui, Wang Hui and Wang En all started
to weep bitterly in each other’s arms. After they had wept for some time,
Li Biao came over to stop them. But Wang En, Yigao and Yikui did not
know who he was. Wang Hui said to the two young masters, “This is Li
Biao, an official runner from the county yamen. The County Magistrate
assigned him to help me hunt for Li Wang the thief. I thought you would
be arriving at this place soon, so Li Biao and I have come here to meet
you. At present, your fathers’ coffins are at Kaike County and the eighty
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taels of silver and some jewelries are kept at the storehouse of Caozhou
County. You’ll have to go there in person to claim them. I think this money
will be enough for us to take the two coffins back home. But the
whereabouts of the box containing five hundred taels of silver is still
unknown to us. So we’ll have to bother Li Biao to help us track down the
thief.”

Wang En asked, “Our master had quite a large amount of silver with
him when I left for home. Why you only mentioned these five hundred
taels of silver?” Wang Hui answered, “Master Wang Jue told me he had
hidden the large amount of silver in a secret place and we would be able
to see it after we got home. Wang Jue is now dead and we’ve got no one
to ask about where he had hidden it.” Wang En was not quite convinced
at these words. Tuning to Yigao and Yikui, Wang En said, “How could
such a large amount of silver disappear without a trace? Even what Wang
Hui said is somewhat unreliable. Just keep this matter in mind, young
masters, and see what we can do about it. But remember not to make it
known to others on our way forward.

Coming out of the restaurant, Wang Hui and Li Biao had to move
backward in the direction of Kaihe County together with the other three.
When they were halfway, there suddenly came a gust of violent wind,
sending all the dusts whirling. There were so many dusts around them
that they couldn’t even see one another though they stood face to face.
Having no sense of direction at all, they held each other’s hands and
moved on aimlessly in the wind. They didn’t stop for a rest until they
reached a small village. Slowly it became less windy and soon the sky
cleared up. At this point, a wine shop came into their sight. They decided
to have some wine. There was only one woman in the wine shop.

At the entrance, Wang Hui caught sight of something in the wine shop.
“How strange!” he murmured to himself. Pulling Li Biao’s dress, Wang
Hui said in a low voice, “Look at the box on the table. We put the five
hundred taels of silver right in that box. How come it is in this wine shop?
There must be some reason behind it.” Tumning to Yigao, Yikui and Wang
En, Li Biao and Wang Hui said, “Let’s get in and have a drink so that we
can inquire about it and do as we see fit.” So saying, they entered the
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wine shop and took their seats at two separate tables. After Li Biao ordered
some wine, Wang Hui asked the woman, “Where has your husband gone?”
The woman replied, “My husband and my son Wang went to demand the
payment of some wine yesterday. They’1l be coming back today.” “What’s
your husband’s family name?”” asked Wang Hui. “Li is his family name,”
the woman replied. Upon hearing these words, Wang Hui turned to the
others and whispered, “The carriage driver we hired the other day is called
Li Wang. Let’s just stay here to drink wine and wait for Li Wang.”

Late in the afternoon, two men staggered into the wine shop. At that
moment, these five men had finished their wine and were sitting there to
while away time. The two men, being slightly tipsy, asked, “Who are you
guys?” Recognizing the younger one to be none other than the carriage
driver Li Wang, Wang Hui rose and caught hold of him, shouting, “Do
you know me?” The other four all shouted in chorus, “We’re here to
capture thief!” Looking up, Li Wang saw it was Wang Hui. At once Li
Wang became weak all over. Showing Li Wang the arrest warrant that
clearly listed the fact of his stealing the silver, Li Biao took out the iron
chains and tied Li Wang up. We just searched for you among the carriage
drivers, but you’re hiding in this place and selling wine!. Even Li Wang’s
father was trussed up too.

“Where did you hide the silver?” Li Biao asked. Every inch a thief, Li
Wang simply remained silent no matter how hard Li Biao beat him. Wang
Hui shouted at Li Wang, “The money-box is right here. Are you going to
deny it?” At this moment, the woman kept on pouting her lips toward the
kitchen range. — This woman was actually Li Wang’s stepmother. Li
Wang was fierce and ruthless towards her and never treated her nicely. So
this woman was only too anxious to see Li Wang captured. Finding it
difficult to speak up her mind, she just pouted her lips as a signal.

Having noticed the woman’s signal, Yigao and Yikui said to Wang
Hui, “Stop beating him for the time being. Come on and dig at his place.”
Taking up a kitchen knife, Wang Hui started to dig by the kitchen range.
Surprisingly, he unearthed a large mount of silver from the ground. “We
got it,” shouted Wang Hui. Wang En came in with a box and then put the
silver back into the box., keeping in mind the total pieces of the silver.
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Finding a strip of paper and a writing brush, Yigao and Yikui did the
sealing of the silver box. Turning to Li Biao, Yigao and Yikui said to Li
Biao, “We deeply appreciate what you have done for us on this matter.
Fortunately we’ve recovered our lost silver and captured the thief. Let’s
take the silver and the thief to the yamen of the county.” So saying, Li
Biao gathered several runners from the locality and asked them to help
him send Li Wang and his father under escort to the county yamen.

At the court, the County Magistrate examined the silver and then put
it in the storehouse for the time being and waited to be handed over to the
Investigating Bureau and given to its true owners along with the other
amount of silver. Li Biao reported back and was awarded for his
meritorious service. The County Magistrate again assigned Li Biao to
escort Li Wang to the Investigating Bureau. Investigating Censor Xu heard
the case and pronounced that Li Wang be punished with thirty floggings
and be sent back to the county court to receive due judgement along with
the monk Wuchen. Li Wang’s father was exempted from punishment
because of his old age Yigao and Yikui submitted an application to Xu,
requesting the return of the stolen money and goods. Xu granted their
request.

Seeing that Yigao and Yikui were young and handsome, Xu asked
them how they were doing. Yigao and Yikui reported back that they were
still attending school. Glad to hear they were at school, Xu said, “Your
fathers lost their lives in a strange land because of their indiscreet conducts.
Thanks to my dream, we’ve brought the kilier to justice. Moreover, you
recovered the lost money and captured the thief inadvertently on your
way here. It seems as if the deities have rendered us help. You two will
surely have happy lot in the future. Now you can take the money and
leave for home. But remember to study hard and make progress. Never
follow the examples of your fathers.”

With tears in their eyes, Yigao and Yikui kowtowed to express their
gratitude toward Xu. Then Yikui again reported, “T have something more
to say. My father wrote a letter home when he was still alive, telling us he
had a large amount of silver. But the amount of silver the two thieves had
stolen, now being kept in the county storehouse, is no more than six
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hundred taels. Wang Hui told me we had nothing else except the two
coffins which are at present kept at Zhang Shan’s inn. The rest of the
silver must have been hidden in some place. We will appreciate it very
much if you could help us find the silver.” Xu asked, “Who was with
your father at that time?” “Wang Hui,” replied Yikui. Turning to Wang
Hui, Xu asked, “Your young master said his father Wang Lu left quite a
large amount of silver behind him when he died. Where is it now?”

Wang Hui answered, “Master Wang Jue took over the silver and handled
it all by himself. So far as I know we only carried these six hundred taels
of silver with us on the carriage. I was also very much puzzled at the time
and I asked Wang Jue about the rest of the silver. Wang Jue said, ‘I’ve
hidden it in a secret good place and you will see it when we get home.’
Too bad Wang Jue is now dead and there is no one we can turn to to ask
about it. To be honest, [ really don’t know where the rest of the silver is.”
Xu interrogated, “You must have hidden it somewhere, am I right?” Wang
Hui answered, “I had no friends or relatives with me. How could I find
any place on the road to hide it? Moreover, when we stopped at Zhang
Shan’s inn, our master was still alive and the luggage and the coffin were
what we had with us at the moment. The innkeeper, the carriage driver
and the yamen runner Li Biao were all witnesses. Where could I be able
to hide it?”

Xu asked, “Were you present when Wang Lu was laid in the coffin?”
Wang Hui answered, “At that time, Master Wang Jue told me to leave
him alone, saying that it was unsuitable for me to see Wang Lu being
encoffined.” Upon hearing these words, Xu said with a smile, “I see.
You’ve got nothing to do with this matter. Now I know where the rest of
the silver is.” So saying, Xu took out a sheet of paper and wrote something
on it. Then he had the sheet of paper sealed up and handed it to Yigao and
Yikui, saying, “You’ll know where the rest of the silver is hidden after
you read this note. But don’t open it until you get home. Leave here
without delay before further trouble arises”

Taking the note with them, Yigao and Yikui left the Investigating
Bureau. Soon they arrived at Zhang Shan’s inn and started to weep at the
sight of the two coffins. After they stopped weeping, they went to the
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storehouse of the county to take the lost silver. As the County Magistrate
was their fellow townsman and had helped them arrange everything, they
got the silver in full from the storehouse keepers. After returning to the
inn, they gave Zhang Shan twenty taels of silver as a token of thanks for
his taking care of the coffins and at the same time as a payment for getting
him involved in a lawsuit for no reason at all. Then Yigao and Yikui
asked him to help them hire a kind-hearted and honest carriage driver so
that they could take the two coffins back home. On the following day
Yigao and Yikui offered sacrifices to the two dead. The sacrificial offerings
were given to the innkeeper and the carriage driver. When everything
was ready, they set off homeward on the next day.

After several days of travel, Yigao and Yikui returned home. The whole
family, including Wang Jue and Wang Lu’s parents and grandfather, cried
with abandon as they came out to meet them and the deceased Wang Jue
and Wang Lu.

Two brothers, valiant and ambitious, left home in succession.
Two coffins, square and solid, returned home in unison.
Some people lose their lives for sex.

Some others lose their lives for money.

Slowly the whole family learned how Wang Lu and Wang Jue had lost
their lives. As they learned about Investigating Censor Xu’s outstanding
performance in deciding the case, the whole family felt deeply indebted
to his great kindness. Wang Jue and Wang Lu’s parents then inquired
about the silver Wang Lu had left behind. Yigao and Yikui answered, “In
the beginning we found the rest of the silver missing, so we reported it to
Investigating Censor Xu. Xu wrote us a note. Now that we’re back home,
we can open it and see what’s written on the paper.” So saying, they
opened the seal. It read thus:

As it was a considerably large amount of silver, it would be completely

impossible for the family servant to cover it up in any place. Judging from
Wang Jue’s words that he had hidden the rest of the silver in a secret good
place, the silver must have been hidden in the coffin. Considering it is a
violation of the law to open the coffin, hereby I write this note as an authorization.

Having read the note, Wang Hui said, “Wang En and I were not allowed
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to be present when our master was encoffined. When the lid was laid on
the coffin, most of the silver was gone. I guess what Lord Xu wrote on
this paper must be correct. Wang Jue and Wang Lu’s father said, “We’ve
got authorization from Investigating Censor Xu to open the coffin.
Moreover, I’'m the father of the deceased. Just open the coffin.” So saying,
he asked Wang Hui to fetch some tools and open Wang Lu’s coffin
carefully. When the coffin was opened, they found a large amount of
silver wrapped in bundles around Wang Lu’s body. Wang Hui exclaimed,
“How great Lord Xu is! Had it been another decrepit and muddle-headed
official, I would have been led astray!”Taking the silver out of the coffin,
they weighed it on the scales. This silver weighed more than three thousand
five hundred taels. Among these three thousand taels five hundred of
silver, one thousand taels were wrapped in a big bundle on which were
written these words, “This silver is for my parents. I borrowed it from my
parents when [ first started my business.” On the other bundles were written
the words, “For Yigao and Yikui.” Seeing all these, the whole family
again started to weep sadly. Then they laid the lid on the coffin. The
silver for Yigao and Yikui was equally divided.

When the grandfather, the old county magistrate, learned about the
whole things, he brought over a joss stick and lit it up. Raising his head
toward the sky, he kowtowed and said, “Thanks to Investigating Censor
Xu’s great insight and wisdom, the killer has been brought to justice and
our silver has been recovered and returned to us. May Lord Xu enjoy
happiness and high rank! May his offspring have success in their official
career and happiness in their life!” Indeed, the whole family felt more
grateful to Investigating Censor Xu than words could express.

It is thus clear that there are always many unjust charges against
innocent people. As it is common that what one sees with his own eyes
may not necessarily turn out to be true, suspicions and doubts often lead
to miscarriage of justice. All court officials and judges have to be careful
when trying cases, for any reckless moves concerning this matter may
easily wrong the innocent people, and sometimes even cause them to
lose their lives. Therefore, lawsuits must in no way be trifled with.
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Tale 22

A Senseless Young Master Squanders His Fortune
in Liberal Donations
The Virtuous Father-in-law Makes Him Turn over a New Leaf
with a Clever Scheme

A poem reads thus:

As the children of the rich never know how hard farming is,
They never realize the difficulties of life.

As ill-gotten wealth never thrives,

The Way of Heaven never changes its course.

During the Song Dynasty, there once lived a man named Guo Xin in
Bianliang (present-day Kaifeng city in Henan Province). His father, a
senior official in charge of the internal affairs of the imperial court, was
extremely wealthy. As the only son of the family, Guo Xin was very much
pampered. During his childhood, he was kept indoors, reading some
window-dressing books. Apart from some reading, he was freed from all
of the worldly affairs. When reaching the age of seventeen or eighteen,
he would naturally begin to think of pursuing fame and honor under the
guidance of renowned tutors. At that time a scholar from Lin’an named
Cai Yuanzhong was running a school in Bianliang. Guo Xin’s father
presented Cai Yuanzhong some gifts as tuition before he sent his son to
this school. Located in a temple, the school was clean and tidy. Guo Xin’s
father rented three rooms for him in the temple. These three rooms were
tastefully laid out.

However, Guo Xin was not satisfactory with them, saying that they
were not sumptuously furnished. Later when he found a piece of empty
land behind these three rooms, he had a new house built on it. Having no
knowledge of how much money he had and unaware of the cost of the
building materials, Guo Xin entrusted his servants and some artisans with
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the building of the house, totally regardless of how much silver they had
spent. He didn’t move into the new house until it was gorgeously furnished.
He loved his new house very much and asked his servant boy to sweep
the rooms all day long.

Once he noticed the slightest stain on the doors, windows, roof beams
or pillars, he would instantly let the artisans change them that very night.
Otherwise he would not rest at ease. In addition, everything he wore must
be new. After he put on his clothing, he would look all around it with all
kinds of complaints like this was too long and that was too short. If he
was not satisfied with it, he would order his servants to buy a piece of
new cloth and make a new one. His shoes and socks were all made of best
silks and satins. Once they were stained, he would throw them away and
change into new ones. Also, he would never wear clothes that had been
washed.

Meanwhile, an official named Huang Dewan came to the capital city
to wait for a transfer of post. The dwelling place of Huang happened to be
the Guo’s next door neighbor. As he saw Guo Xin’s conduct, Huang
shrugged disapprovingly. Later as they got to know each other well, Huang
often admonished him with well-intentioned words, “You’re young and
inexperienced. You have no knowledge of the hardship in life. Money
does not come easy. Though your family is rich, you should not squander
wantonly like this. It will run out with the passage of time. It will be too
late to repent when you become short of money later.” Guo Xin ridiculed
him in his mind, “Only shabby and miserable people talk like that! How
could money be used up? Our family’s real estates are too many to count.
How will T be short of money? They say so because they’re poor and
have no idea how we rich people live.” Turning a deaf ear to these well-
intentioned words, Guo Xin continued his extravagant life as before.
Seeing that Guo Xin refused to follow his instruction, Huang understood
he had been spoiled. “Wait and see what will become of him!” he said to
himself. Upon receiving his assignment, Huang left the capital city and
had no news of Guo Xin for quite a long time.

Five years later, Huang came to the capital city again on business. He
inquired about his old neighbor but was told that the Guo family had left.
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The capital city was so large that Huang gave up the idea of tracing them.
One day, he went to call on a relative named Chen Shen. Before Chen
Shen was out to meet him, the family teacher was sent over first to greet
Huang and keep him company. A fatigued man paced over to Huang.
This man was none other than Guo Xin. He was wearing a worn-out
turban on the head and a ragged dress. He greeted Huang and then sat
down on a chair, his hands trembling.

At the sight of Guo Xin’s pale complexion due to hunger and cold,
Huang asked compassionately, “How come you’re here? Why are you in
such a miserable shape?”” Guo Xin said with a sigh, “Heaven knows why!
When money is gone, it’s gone forever!” Huang asked, “What happened
to you?” Guo Xin answered, “Soon after your departure, my father passed
away. My stepmother took all of my father’s properties to her parents’
home while we were still observing mourning for him. The next day we
went to her home to inquire about the matter, but it turned out that her
family had moved away and to where nobody knew. All of my family
members and servants took to their heels, leaving me alone with nothing
to my name in the world. Fortunately I had read some books so that I can
eke out a living by working as a family teacher here.”

Huang said, “It’s possible you could spend all of your money, but you
still have lot of fields. No one can steal them.” Guo Xin said, “I had no
idea how many fields my family used to possess and where they were.
Moreover, after my father’s death, all the registration books were gone.
So I'have no idea if I still have a piece of land to my name.” Huang asked,
“I did admonish you with well-intentioned words. Do you still remember
it?” Guo Xin said, “At that time, [ had money and just I spent it freely,
giving no thought to how it was made. Now I’ve come to this miserable
condition, without a single coin!” Huang asked, “How much do you get
from your present job as a teacher?” Guo Xin answered, “Not very much,
only a thousand strings. Not enough to feed myself. I’m only content
with that I’m assured of three meals every day and do not have to worry
about my stomach.”

Huang said, “Your expenses one day at that time wouldn’t be less than
your yearly income at present. Children of rich and powerful families
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have come to such a plight. What a shame!” Huang had several hundred
strings of coins with him at the moment. He gave all the money he had to
Guo Xin to express his sympathy for him. Soon the host came out to meet
Huang. Huang told the host about Guo Xin’s wealthy origin and asked
him to treat Guo Xin nicely. Guo Xin was very much obliged to Huang.
He kept the several hundred strings of coin closely to his bosom, as if he
had obtained a rare treasure, and withdrew to the cold stool by the wall.
Readers, several hundred strings were not enough for him to tip his
servants when he had been rich. When he realized several hundred strings
were also money, his wealth had already gone. Because of his ignorance
of the difficulties in life while he was a child, he had come to such a
deplorable state. However, once he knew he was wrong and was
determined to make a new start, it would never be too late. So we have
the old saying “A prodigal who returns is more precious than gold.”
* * *
Here I’d like to tell you a story of a prodigal who returns.
Knowing nothing about household management,
A good-for-nothing wastrel reduces tremendous wealth to nil.
How could the husband and wife have reunited
Had it not been for Father-in-law’s clever scheme and keen insight?
Once there lived a young man with the family name of Yao in the
Wenzhou Prefecture of Zhejiang. His father used to be the Minister of the
Ministry of War, and his father-in-law, Shangguan, also held a high
government position. The Yao family was very rtch, with an enormous
amount of wealth and a great deal of property that covered one hundred i
across and encompassed many cultivated fields, orchards, gardens, ponds,
hills, woods, streams and lakes. Since his parents had died and he had no
brothers, the young master was in charge of the household affairs. His
wife was submissive, unmindful of anything beyond her threshold. The
young master followed his inclinations and developed a wasteful way of
life, taking it for granted that he had an inexhaustible supply of wealth. A
few rogues with whom he kept company, flattered and abetted him by
saying, “Heroes either in the past or at present do no manual labor, but
spend lavishly. Their reputations for chivalry reside in their scorn of
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materialism and denial of a frugal existence.”

Young and vain, this young master took their words as good advice
and kept them in mind. If he saw a man who cared about his business
transactions in terms of profit and kept his living on a budget, he would
frown and take him to be a contemptible person beneath his notice. He
hated learning and had no interest in pursuing any career.

Therefore when he met with scholars, he would feel ill at ease. Painfully
uncomfortable, he would get away from them at once. However, he could
not tear himself away, even for one day, from a bunch of loafers, who
were constantly joking, jabbering, making sharp-tongued remarks seeking
favors. Another group of people who delighted him were valiant, brawny
fellows, interested only in flexing their muscles, practicing fist-fighting,
admiring confrontations of might, and bragging of themselves as heroes.
Associating with them made the young master talk eloquently and walk
briskly. He felt comfortable only with these two groups of people. They
introduced him to other acquaintances of their group. So idlers and young
scoundrels of the town all gathered around him, totaling up to a hundred.
They did their best to convince him of their dedication to his service by
showing off and flattering him in an attempt to depend upon him for a
living.

In order to win the reputation of generosity, the young master received
them all, asking them no questions about their individual backgrounds.
Wherever he went, more than one hundred of such hangers-on kept
company with him. These men were not only on the young master’s
payroll, but they took the young master’s supply of staples back to their
homes according to the size of their own families —staples such as
monthly rations of clothing and grain. Seeing them carrying these things
away from his house, the young master was complaisant.

The young master loved horse-riding and hunting. So a fine steed and
strong bow were two prizes he sought. One day one of his men told him
about a fine steed on which had been placed a price of one thousand taels
of silver, and which could run several hundred /i each day. Upon hearing
it, the young master gave the man that amount of money and let him
purchase it, telling him not to haggle over the price. When the horse was
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brought in front of him, so long as the horse had a nicer hide and a bit
taller body than usual, he took it as a good deal. However, when someone
commented that it was not worth the money he had paid, the young master
was very much irritated. He was not satisfied until he forced everyone to
agree it was a good deal. Having learned about his personality, the people
around him would throng in front of him praising him over any purchase
he made. This was also true about his purchases of strong bows. Thus his
friends developed a sense of understanding and flattering. And in this
way they helped him purchase about twenty fine steeds and forty strong
bows.

The young master picked out the best horse for himself, letting the
rest be shared among his friends. He often scheduled horse-riding tours
and raced with his men in different directions, holding their bows. He
would designate a place as their destination, rewarding those whoever
got there first and penalizing those whoever came in last.

The rewards were often from the young master’s money and the penalty
was nothing more than a drink of wine as a fine. If the young master beat
them all, every one was fined with a drink, which was followed by a
presentation of a large vessel of wine to the young master himself as
congratulations. Sometimes, the group broke into a few hunting platoons
trekking different trails and in no time at all joined at one junction. The
purpose was to see who could obtain the largest catch, and the rewards
and fines were allotted exactly the same way as they were in the horse-
riding race. These games were conducted purely for fun. One such game
would cost the young master a pretty large sum in covering the food,
drink and prizes. Sometimes the participants also held galloping races,
with several abreast. As they did so, they trotted heedlessly into fields,
crushing a farmer’s crops and frightening away the cattle, or causing other
similar damages.

As the young master was kind-hearted and generous, his men would
say to him, “It’s better for a touring young master to make them eager to
see you than to generate grudges among local subjects. If we damage
their crops, it’s our fault, and they would fear seeing us come again. Only
when we pay them double their losses, they will feel they got the better of
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you and thus will welcome your frequent return.” The young master would
nod in complete agreement, and say, “This is an insightful idea indeed!”
He would then ask them to estimate the damage, saying, “Better calculate
the cost amply and make a handsome payment. Don’t hurt them.” His
men would make secret agreement with the local people that they would
share the compensation. So the calculation of the cost usually came to
seven or eight times the actual loss. The young master would immediately
pay for it, never checking the amount his men had calculated. During his
hunting trips this became a common expenditure.

The young master had two companions who were particularly intimate
with him and in his favor. One of them was a man of letters called Jia
Qingfu and the other an instructor in martial arts called Zhao Nengwu.
Wherever the young master went, the two men, one brainy and the other
brawny, followed him like a shadow.Any suggestion made to the young
master, without the cooperation of these two men, would come to no
avail, even though numerous words were showered on the young master
daily in flattering, prodding and coaxing. With the two men working hand
in glove, the young master usually spent lavishly and thus all his followers
could get benefit out of his generosity.

One day when the young master was hunting, a startled hare shot out
in a sprint. He whipped his horse in chase and shot two arrows, but he
missed it. Right at this point, his men caught up with him and Zhao
Nengwu knocked down the hare with one shot. The young master clapped
his hands as he laughed happily. They had come a long way from home in
hunting the hare before they realized that hunger was preying on them.
Looking around, they found they were in a wild place which, with beautiful
scenery of hills and streams though, lacked any tavern or restaurant. Jia
Qingfu and the others who were also participating in the hunt soon arrived.
They all admired the wonderful surroundings, saying, “What a sight! How
nice it should be if we can have a drink here!”

The young master felt encouraged. Turning around, he asked his men
to check the money they had brought with them. They had enough silver
and copper coins, but the problem was that they had no place to buy food
and drink. Zhao Nengwu remarked, “Why do you say we don’t have
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things to eat? We have something just in front of us.” The rest asked,
“What is it?”” Zhao Nengwu answered, “The hare we just shot. Let’s set
up a fire and roast it. Then our master should have enough food to go
with his drink.” Jia Qingfu cut in with the remark, “For drink, we can
send someone with a fine horse to get wine. A village is just five to seven
li away from here. But I’'m afraid such a trip won’t bring back enough
wine to satisfy our craving for spirits.” The young master said, “Well, it
will be good to obtain whatever you can get.”

While they were talking about how to get food and wine, they saw a
group of people, old and young, approaching them with some things in
their hands. These people greeted the young master and said, “We’re
country folks, sir. We have never met a distinguished master before. It’s a
rare occasion today that you, young master, have honored us with your
presence here. We have scraped together some modest food and drink,
things such as fruit, chickens, millet, home-made wine and edible wild
herbs. We’re now presenting them to your followers for picnic.”

Hearing about food and drink, the young master became excited with
joy. He turned around and said to his men, “I just can’t believe this
coincidence that some people have such inspiration in the world!” Jia
Qingfu and the rest remarked, with applause, “It’s simply due to the fact
that you, master, are a man of good fortune so that you can have the food
and drink brought to you with divine assistance.” They dismounted from
their horses and sat down on the ground. Then the villagers said, “Since
your young master doesn’t frown upon our coarse supply, why not come
to our home and sit down to eat and drink. We’ve got chairs and tables
there. It doesn’t look good for you to dine out here in this wilderness.”
The group responded, “Terrific! It couldn’t be better.”

With the villagers respectfully leading the way, the companions helped
the young master walk to a thatched cottage, which, though lacking in
space, was neat and clean. Then tables and chairs were set. One steady,
old chair was especially chosen as the seat for the young master. The rest
of his companions took seats too, some on chairs, some on stools and still
others on a rice-threshing rack pulled out from somewhere. Sitting in a
circle, they ate and reveled, as the host family was kept busy supplying
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the table. Then Jia Qingfu called out, “Please bring us more wine. We
want to have a good time. Our master won’t let you down in terms of
payment.” The host family kept bringing out and warming the home-
brewed wine for the guests. The young master and his men ate and drank
their fill until they were unable to sit straight. As the saying goes, “The
hungry are not particular about food, the thirsty are not particular about
drink,” so it is universally true that hungry and thirsty people all feel their
food and drink tasty. The party was now in high spirits, so they decided
that the dinner was the best feast they had ever had, despite the rough
food, fat chicken meat and stale alcohol.

The young master was very pleased. His men all said to him, “This
host deserves a double reward.” The young master agreed happily, saying,
“Surely he does.” He let Jia Qingfu come up with an estimate of the cost,
and the latter, only too familiar with what he usually did, gave a much
higher figure than needed. The young master wanted to pay the host three
times that figure. The young master’s manager and the rest of the men
took one third of the payment behind the young master’s back before
handing the remainder to the host. How could the host family be unhappy
as it was reaping such a great interest on their investment?

So all the members of the family turned out to express their gratitude
in front of the young master as he mounted his horse to leave. This added
to the rapture in the young master’s heart. So he observed, “Look, how
cordial these people are!” Zhao Nengwu rejoined, “They’re not only
hospitable, they are courteous as well.” The young master therefore bade
his followers to give them even more of a reward. The manager galloped
up and inquired, “How much do you want to reward them, sir?” The
young master let him check the amount of money left in his silver sack.
The manager opened it and saw several taels of silver inside. The silver
was in hundreds of pieces.

Then the young master ordered, “Let them take all of it. Why bother
to count it?” He lifted the sack with his hand and dumped all the pieces of
silver onto the ground. The sack was then empty. Seeing the silver dropping
all over the place, the members of the host family dashed forward to
collect it, jostling and shoving one another in neglect of their filial respect

u008g

sa|e| Buizewy
el v

8jel seuas p

Z{f

1129



[ 1] 16k

At |

P, B, EREUR TR, JURE R BFRIRE
B, NARIRRATEI T % . BAKKPHFIIER —5, 3Eh
A, BE TR, A FREER, SAFD EHFRE
H: “KT2Z%k, TWAAR] " AFHERKRTERE, A0
MR TS XX TR TSRS, BREELT.

XMHBERIFE, SBEARRUE LS, ARBREA
. BREVE, & THE, AEANLRER, SEFRA, 7%
AT R, k0%, 22

R, AT AERE, B, EARERE, LER

W, DERE, —MFEHE, BioER, ks, BEE

. RutishERLR, ABAEREE.,
AFE—Ab, —abanph, XEAMIEHEX, A FHNERE,
B ORE : “HIFRM, WITEBRAR,” RIIEXFHEH
P “WIETINAN, SFI—4L, BMERKER, BARAT, B
TEX., HEEHR, fLRW? 7 aFHE: “REGHE.” B
HWTXH, AHRER., TRXEE, £&—H1&FBFE T EHk



for the old and custodial care of the young. The quickest one picked up a
big piece of silver and then swooped down for a second, while no sooner
had the slowest one retrieved a piece than it was grabbed away by a quicker
hand. The old host picked one piece of silver, holding it tightly and trying
to keep his tattering body steady before he slipped twice on the ground.
The young master and his men burst into laughter and applause, saying,
“This is the funniest thing we’ve ever come across!” Though the trip
resulted in a large expenditure, the young master had a good time. And
the host family was amply paid for their labor.

This news soon spread throughout the local area. The other villagers
felt shame over the fact that they didn’t have the good luck to run into this
young master. After that, someone would always come to inquire about
the young master’s schedule whenever he planned to go out on a tour,
and welcoming country folks would line the road carrying jugs of wine
and pots of food wherever he rode. It was just like:

When going eastward, people in the west would prepare food to wait for
his return. When going hunting southward, people in the north would start
a fast. Both his followers and his horses had surplus grain and fodder. When
giving a call, a hundred people would say aye. When looking around, his
eyes would glow with radiance. Warm receptions were always there waiting
for him each time when a warm sending-off at one place was performed.
What incomparable dignity and prestige! For tens of days he would stay
out to amuse himself without bothering about what to wear and where to
accommodate the next day.

In each place the local people would flatter him profusely, while he
would repay their hospitality handsomely, usually with a modest remark,
“The payment is too paltry for the hospitality.” Inciting him on, his

-companions would say, “They’re mere villagers, sir. But they
accommodated you with the best of their possessions, treating you more
honorably than they would the emperor. If you fail to pay them
substantially, how will you be able to encourage them?” The young master
would answer, “Exactly!” So rewards were added to the payments, and
the payments steadily increased. Actually this was a trap contrived by his
companions together with the local people. Jia Qingfu and Zhao Nengwu
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at the head of them first planned the itinerary and made arrangements in
advance. That’s why the young master would be warmly entertained
wherever he went. Then they would share the gains and work for more
profit the next time.

Among the young master’s relatives, there was an old man called Zhang
San. He found it shameful that the young master spent his wealth so
extravagantly. He remembered how the young master’s father, the late
minister of the Ministry of War, lived. So he advised the young master
when he met him, saying, “Your father had a wealth of property. But he
did not achieve it merely through receiving a regular government salary.
As a matter of fact, most of his income came from strict expenditures. 1
personally saw that he budgeted and calculated early in the moming and
turned in late at night, working with a weigh-scale, account books and
other things. If someone owed even a tiny amount of money, he would
argue with a stern face until he was given his due. Occasionally he snapped
up a small bargain. Then [ saw his joy was tremendous. Therefore the
legacy of wealth he left you was hard come by. Now your wasteful
expenditures are worlds apart from your father’s frugality.”

The young master flushed with embarrassment. Before he could make
areply, some of his companions, headed by Jia Qingfu and Zhao Nengwu,
yelled, “How can you speak to our young master about such a narrow-
minded style of living! The young master is a hero known in the region.
How can he be particular about gains or losses of wealth? Besides, one’s
family fortune is granted by Heaven, rather than being achieved through
one’s effort. Don’t you know that Li Bai wrote a line of poetry which
reads, ‘I was born to fulfill a heavenly designated mission, and gold
dissipated will come again.” What the late father of the young master did
only shows his miserliness, which certainly was a flaw. Our young master
does not follow in his path but gives up the convention. This demonstrates
our master’s unrestricted and chivalrous character. This can never make
sense to a country bumpkin!” These words worked to help the young
master regain his confidence and feel a lot easier. Meanwhile, Zhang San
realized that the young master was in these knaves’ pocket and wouldn’t
listen to any good advice. So he never brought up the subject again.
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For a few years, the young master was manipulated this way by his
companions and eventually all his wealth drained away. Therefore he
started to use grain as currency, grain which had been collected in his
granaries over the years. He would either sell some grain for some silver
or simply pay with grain, or borrow silver at the time of purchase and pay
it back after the fall harvest. But this tight budgeting bothered him a lot.

Seeing that the young master’s property remained intact, his
companions decided, “The young master still has a lot left for us to desire.”
After discussions with Jia and Zhao, they came to see the young master
and made a suggestion, saying, “Here’s a good idea, sir, to remove your
worries about money.” Being anxious to find a way to get out of the
difficulties, the young maser asked quickly, “What is it?”

Those men gesticulated as they replied, “You own a great deal of land
crisscrossed with paths that take up half of the county’s area. It’s a pity
that you have no idea how much of the land you’ve never set your foot to.
In the past when your household was at the peak of prosperity, it often
received plots of land from local farmers as a token of their respect, or
from rich families by way of gifts. So the lands were not necessarily all
obtained through purchases. Even some of the purchased land was obtained
after deductions of interest and debts owed to your family. Actually, a
few of the landowners were impoverished, with no inheritors left behind
them, and had to turn the land over to your family for little payment.
Therefore most of your land lies waste now. Only a small part of it is
being farmed. Without renting out the land, you currently don’t receive
interest. But you need money and grain at this point. If you don’t make
arrangements to get rid of the land now, it’s going to be a problem for you
in the future. The land is nothing but trash to you now. It would be quite
useful for the peasants to till it. If you were to let farmers take the land,
wouldn’t you turn your trash into silver? Besides, you will save money
and grain.” The young master answered, ““You’re right. I really hate dealing
with issues regarding money and grain. If I can get them out of my way
and come by some silver that will be something worth doing.”

After that, whenever there was in need of money, the young master
would simply write out a sales contract for a certain plot of land. Usually
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the land-buyers desired the bargain, but would feign reluctance saying he
would rather receive some other things instead. The men surrounding the
young master would then talk the land-buyers into accepting it. At such
moments the young master often felt uneasy and worried about the buyers’
refusal to take the land until the contract was signed. If a rich man was
interested in a given fertile plot of the young master’s land, he would
inform Jia Qingfu and Zhao Nengwu in secret. The two men would lead
the young master on a detour to the rich man’s home, using hunting as the
excuse. The host often happily gave the young master a special treat of
dinner, and sometimes he would let his wife come and entertain the young
master. Some land-seekers even kept prostitutes at home to pose as their
wives, women who would lure the young master.

The motive behind such arrangements was not totally unknown to the
young master, but he responded with tacit approval, feeling proud of
himself. Toward the end of each dinner, the young master would be asked
to make payment with a titled deed. The young master was not good at
handwriting. So a good writer among his men would do the writing, while
another one calculated the cost of the dinner and still another located the
lot of land in the account book. After this was done, all that was left for
the young master to do was to sign his name on the paper. He knew nothing
about the location and quality of the land. When told to sign the paper, he
quickly did so. Occasionally, the calculation of the cost of the land would
be more than the expense for the dinner, so a couple of taels of silver
would be given to the young master to cover the difference, which
delighted him greatly.

As such transactions took place frequently, signing such papers became
a bore for him. Then the young master spoke to Jia Qingfu, “Now I don’t
feel like handling silver any more. Just give them a written paper and I’1]
feel easy and relieved. However, I still have to bother with the signing of
my name on the deeds, and I’m tired of it.” Zhao Nengwu replied, “We
have no problem in wielding the lance and stave. But using the writing-
brush, if you want us to, is really an achievement way above us.” Jia
Qingfu put in, “I’ve got an idea that will save labor.” The young master
inquired, “What is that?” Jia Qingfu answered, “We can cut printing
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blocks containing those words, caving blanks for the year and month.
Then we can print a hundred copies and keep them with us. Once you
need to use one, just put in the amount of land to be sold and then fill in
the blanks with the year and month. To simplify your signing process, we
can even cut your name into a seal. Then you will be able to print your
name instead of signing it at the time of need. Won’t that save you labor?”

The young master replied, “Absolutely right! But I still have one thing
to worry about. If I give up my property so lavishly through block printing,
people with petty sophistication may laugh at me. How can I put a lot of
effort into explaining the matter to them one by one? I have improvised a
doggerel and I’d like to have it cut into the printing blocks, too, and print
it at the end of the document. When they read it, they will know I’'m
broad-minded, not despiteful like them.” Jia Qingfu asked, “What’s your
doggerel?” The young master said, “I read it, and you can put it down.”
The doggerel read thus:

The land stands for ages, but not the landlords,
So why should I keep expense records?

Where are those wealthy and powerful in past?
Even the imperial dynasties have turned to dust!
Fortune goes lightly — equally light it will come.
Having none of it is as good as having some.
Ridicule me for wasting a legacy on whim,

And I will laugh at you for living in a vain dream.

As he finished these lines, he had someone write it down. Jia Qingfu
commended him, saying, “See, you’re a highly accomplished poet, sir.
Who will doubt that you will be able to achieve fame and wealth sooner
or later in future? On the contrary, the land is nothing to be worried about.
Since you put down a poem on the contract, your good reputation will
increase with each distributed sheet.”

The young master was overjoyed and immediately ordered that over
ten copies be printed each day, which were to be kept by Jia Qingfu and
Zhao Nengwu. When payment was needed on any of the subsequent tours,
they took out one copy, put down a few words and put the seal on it, and
thus a contract for the land was made and the land given out. The young
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master smiled and said, “It has really simplified the business! I don’t
need to touch the brush any more. Wonderful! It’s really wonderful!”
When some of his men wanted to obtain a plot of land for themselves,
they simply filled in the form with whatever words needed to put in and
put the master’s seal on it stealthily. As time elapsed, the young master
never worried, knowing the daily cost was just a few sheets of paper. But
he was ignorant of the fact that his land was being quickly nibbled away.
He enjoyed himself until all the land was lost, the provision of food and
grain ceased, and the printing facilities and contract forms were untended.
Without a supply of food, he called his followers and asked them why
they didn’t sell some land to get his daily supply, only to get the reply that
he had became landless.

Seeing that financial troubles now weighed down the young master,
some of his men, those who had fleeced him out of land and built up their
own family fortune, gradually deserted him. But Jia Qingfu and Zhao
Nengwu remained, though they, too, had enriched their own families with
full jugs and vessels of supply at home. Believing that, as a proverb went,
a skinny camel still gives a thousand jin of meat, they hung on. Then they
talked the young master into selling his large house and made money for
themselves as brokers in the deal. Later they went on with their wheedling
and purchased a small house for the young master and made money out
of the transaction for themselves as well. After he moved into the new
house, they told the young master that the house needed renovation. So
they discussed with him the remodeling costs in terms of purchasing
timbers and rocks, out of which they profited a lot too. The house soon
assumed an impressive appearance but the young master was short of
money again.

The young master thought to himself, “Now that I don’t have many
dependents, there is no need to keep these horses.” Then the two men
took charge of selling the horses. However, the price dropped to one or
two-tenths of the original cost. The young master asked, “Why has the
price come down so much?” The two men answered, “Well, they’ve been
ridden and run quite a distance, so the price has definitely dropped.” The
young master did not explore the matter further, because he had gotten
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for the moment something to spend. At first he had two or three fine
horses left for his use. Later on, as he did not need to reward anyone and
had a far smaller platoon of followers, and thus the issue of hunting sank
into oblivion, even the two or three horses were of no use. Furthermore,
horse-tending took labor and skill. Eventually, Jia Qingfu and Zhao
Nengwu found an opportunity to sell them, but it was not a good price
and, in addition, not all the earnings reached the hands of the young master.

Now the two men shifted their attention to the young master’s house
that he had purchased only recently. The earlier renovation of the new
house had turned out to be a waste and, since its sale was urgent, the
original price was the best the young master could obtain. With the house
gone, renting became a necessity. Due to the lack of space in the rented
house, his remaining possessions, most of them of little value, were sold
at half price or given away as trash.

After the young master moved into the rented house, Jia Qingfu and
Zhao Nengwu soon disappeared and didn’t show up again. His only
companion left was his wife. When he led an extravagant life, his wife
had also advised him a number of times against his extravagant spending.
Not only did the young master turn a deaf ear to her words, but squabbles
over the matter erupted periodically. Knowing that her warnings did not
help, she had to let the matter take its own course. His wife, of course,
was born of an upper-class background. She depended upon others for
her living, not caring about the future. So she had never put aside a sum
for herself. When the young master was rich, she was well off; when her
husband was in poverty, she was too. Hence they lived in the rented house
on the money they earned from the sale of their house.

At intervals the young master strolled along the streets and bumped
into some of his former followers, who were all now well-dressed and
surrounded by their own followers. For the first couple of times they
exchanged greetings with the young master, showing a minimum of
courtesy. Later, they would hurry past, shielding their faces. Finally on
any encounter with their former master, they would march forward without
greeting him.

One morning the young master ran into Zhao Nengwu, who said to
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him, “Have you had your breakfast, sir?” The young master replied, “No,
not yet. I’'m going to buy some refreshments.” Zhao Nengwu replied,
“Since you want to have some refreshments, why not come to my home
and have a taste of something I have just cooked.” The young master then
followed him to his home. Zhao Nengwu said, “I killed a stray dog last
night and made of it a very tender in stew. Please enjoy it with me.” So
saying, he brought out the steaming dog meat and the two then devoured
it instantly. After this hearty meal, the young master returned home,
thinking Zhao Nengwu was a good man. Whenever he became bored, he
went to Zhao Nengwu’s place. But later the warmth cooled off, and Zhao
Nengwu also shunned the young master.

Jia Qingfu sometimes met his former young master too. He would
pretend to be all smiles. When the young master was led to his home, a
cup of fine green tea would be the best treat he could receive. Jia Qingfu
would let the young master have a taste of his tea and then talk empty
words. He would also sit cross-legged, playing a piece of music on his
vertical bamboo flute. That was a show of his respect. He did not even
bother to buy the young master some scanty food for little cost, which
would have somewhat subdued the guest’s hunger. Unable to withstand
his hunger, the young master had to leave, looking very much depressed
and unsatisfied. No one else paid any attention to him.

The young master’s father-in-law, Shangguan, was a sensible man. In
the beginning when the young master happily squandered his wealth and
properties, the father-in-law used to come and advise him against his way
of living. But later, seeing the young man had no intention of turning
back, the father-in-law backed off, figuring he would wait until the young
master wastefully spent all his possessions and suffered a great deal so
that he would realize how senseless his life was. Therefore the old man
did not put forth a further word of admonishment when the young man
was wealthy, nor did he give him a hand when financial plight tormented
him, as if he had nothing to do with his son-in-law at all.

When the young master ran out of money, food and clothing, and had
nothing in his house for sale, he hit upon the stupid idea, after long
meditation, of selling his wife. He decided that would save a mouth to
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feed and give him some money as well. Though he did not express this
thought out of fear of his father-in-law, he showed some of such signs in
spite of himself. Shangguan read his son-in-law’s mind from the very
beginning, and thought in his mind, “I should take actions first before he
makes such a rash move. I’1l make him fall into my trap and then wait
and see what to do with him.” So he summoned Zhang San, the one who
had advised the young master before, and asked him to act as a disguised
envoy and talk to the young master. Zhang San went on the mission
accordingly.

The young master felt ashamed of the fact that he had ignored Zhang
San’s earlier advice and had thus sunk to such depths of hopelessness.
Zhang San said, “Do you now realize that what I said to you in the past
was wise advice?” The young master replied, “Now I feel sorry for
myself.” Zhang San said, “I heard that you’re having a rough time and is
thinking of disposing your wife. Is that true?” Blushing from ear to ear,
the young master replied, “We got married in our early years, so how
could I have made such a casual remark? However, I’m at the end of my
resources and have nothing with which to feed the two of us. I thought
that, instead of letting her die of hunger, I might as well send her to a
good family. On the one hand, I will then only have myself to feed. On
the other, she will be well placed in someone else’s home instead of
suffering from hunger with me. [ hate to say this, but that idea did cross
my mind.”

Zhang San then said, “If you’re serious about it, would you be willing
to let me be the matchmaker?” The young master said, “That would be
fine. But do you have any idea as to what interested family there might
be?” Zhang San said, “Yes, someone did ask me to keep my eyes open
regarding this matter. That’s why I came to talk to you.” The young master
said, “The problem is how I can shamelessly bring up the matter in front
of my father-in-law, even if someone wants to take her.” Zhang San said,
“I have come to let you know that your father-in-law has learned about
your squandering your property and he is worried about your wife’s life
in the days to come. He has the same idea of remarrying her. But it would
look disgraceful if she left your house and went straight into somebody
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else’s home. So your father-in-law wants to bring her back to his house
and let her stay there while waiting for the selection of a choice marriage
partner. At that time I will be the matchmaker. After the marriage, I’ll
quietly bring the dowry to you. That will keep your reputation unharmed.
What do you think of that?”

The young master said, “That’s a very good idea, despite the hassle.
That will spare me needless embarrassment in parting with her. Since my
father-in-law is making arrangements about this, it’s inappropriate for
me to go and see him now. But where do you think I should go to pick up
information about her marriage?” Zhang San answered, “You just come
to my home for more information. After she goes to your father-in-law’s
house, the marriage should be settled in no time and I will send you word.
Don’t worry about that.” The young master said, “In this case, I will keep
this from my wife and simply wait until my father-in-law sends people
here to take her back home.” Zhang San said, “Exactly.” Then they parted.

Soon Shangguan sent people to bring his daughter home. A few days
later, Zhang San came to see the young master and said, “The marriage is
done.” The young master asked, “Who married her?”” Zhang San said, “A
rich man, whose family happens to be Yao, t0o.” The young master said,
“If he’s rich, the dowry should be plentiful?” Zhang San said, “They said
it’s her second marriage at middle age and, therefore, they refused to
offer more. After I highly praised her kindness and competence, they
offered forty taels of silver. From now on you should lead a simple and
budgeted life. Don’t be wasteful. Otherwise you won’t have anything
more.” The young master received the silver and was overjoyed,
expressing his thanks repeatedly. Zhang San said, “Since you’ve got some
silver, you can’t expect to see your wife anymore now that she has married
into a rich family. I wonder why you’re so happy ?” The young master
explained, “Well, it’s better than that we both die of hunger. Now she is
going to have a good life and I’m better off with the silver. Why should I
be unhappy?”

It so happened that the father-in-law wanted to play this trick of taking
his daughter back home for fear of the young master’s selling of her. The
forty taels of silver the young master received were from his father-in-
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law who intended to help him financially. The old man would now wait
and see what the young master would do with the silver.

With the silver in hand, the young master didn’t need to stint on his
expenditures. But how long could he continue in this way? Besides, he
had been unable to keep his head above water in terms of a number of
unpaid bills for housing and food. Therefore his spending of the silver
did not last long before he fell into destitution again. As he saw he had
nothing for sale but himself, the thought of selling himself tangled his
mind. He believed he might make money on the sale and at the same time
have something to eat. But who would be willing to purchase a young
master like him? Besides, he was a single man now, as useless as a stick
too long for firewood and too short for a door-prop. Who would want to
buy trash like him?

Brushing aside embarrassment, he sought assistance for the sale of
himself. When this news soon reached Shangguan, he took out a few
taels of silver as payment for the young master and had a farmhand sign
a contract to purchase him, and keep him on one of his manors. The
farmhand, posing as the host of the manor, said to the young master,
“You’re not of humble stock, so you have been better paid. But now you're
one of my men and should be at my disposal. You should be able to
sustain hard work and be obedient. I won’t take you unless you accept
these terms.” The young master figured that when he was rich, he had
tens of servants at home. They usually got fed and idled about every day.
He wondered what kind of hard work and rough time this man could
have for him?

So he agreed readily, saying, “That’s fine, sir. Since 1 have been sold
to you as your slave, I’ll do whatever I’m told to do.” At first the young
master did no work but just ate whatever he was offered. He thought his
sale to this family was a good deal. However, a couple of days later, the
host imposed a daily work quota on him. He had to cut firewood in the
morning, shoulder jugs of water during the day, and husk grain with a
pestle and mortar and winnow away the chaff in the evening. He was
exhausted with aches and pains all over his body, but he was given no
breaks at all. When he paused for a breath, the farmer would threaten to
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beat him with a cudgel. He was not able to bear it anymore. He stayed for
less than ten days and then ran away. As required by Shangguan, the
farmhand did not pursue him and waited to see how he would make a
living.

The young master was on the run with no definite place to go. He was
hungry, and seeing that beggars who got alms had something to eat, he
swallowed his pride and begged for food. After a few days of independent
wandering, he joined a platoon of beggars. But his sense of dignity nagged
at him, reminding him of his happy days in the past. Then he composed a
long song. He sang the song to the melody of “The Fall of Lotus Flowers,”
as he rambled down the street begging. The song went like this:

: They say time, like a shuttle, flies fast;
1 say time can pass in different ways.
I was envied in my glorious past,
But I have wasted my happy days.
Today, alas! My riches are all spent.
Each moment to me is never-ending torment.
I used to ride a strong horse, wear fur coat and cap tall.
And see an army of millions march at my call.
The shouting hunters, encircling, scared forest elves into fleeing;
Villagers welcomed and treated me as if | were a heavenly being.
Now my gold is gone, so my friends have left.
With hares gone, like old arrows on the shelf I’'m bereft.
I haven’t a bowl of gruel in the day nor sleep all night long,
1 wander in the streets singing a vagabond song.
Who can bear a fall from paradise to an infernal state?
I should not blame my parents, nor blame fate.
Had | foreseen this dire hour of need,
I wouldn’t have befriended men of greed.
Now helpless, I advise you all:
Take a lesson from my downfall.

Learning that his son-in-law had reduced to street beggary, Shangguan
sent someone to ask the young master’s fellow beggars to insult him, rob
him of the food he had obtained through begging, and leave him alone.
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Therefore the young master suffered a great deal more from hunger. But
whenever he showed signs of resistance, his fellow beggars would threaten
him by saying, “If you dare to offend us, we will go and tell your owner
about you!” That made him panic and run away. But he had nowhere to
go and had to live on the streets. He experienced all the bitterness and
hardship of suffering from cold, hunger and worry that life had to offer.

Meanwhile, Shangguan decided that the young man had had enough.
So he let his daughter move into a large residence and had a small room
close to the back gate of its yard cleaned up, with some simple bedding
put inside. Then he asked Zhang San to go and fetch the young master.
Accordingly Zhang San spoke to the young master, “How did you fall
into such a miserable state so soon after my matchmaking for your wife?”’
The young master answered, “Such a miserable state? That’s not all of it.
I have to endure those beggars’ bullying as well!”” Zhang San said, “But
you’re from a family of noble origin. How should you tolerate those
beggars’ bullying? I know you are not afraid of them, but you fear seeing
your owner. You are lucky your owner hasn’t found you. Otherwise you
would be sent to jail. If he were to take you to court for seizing the money
from selling yourself, the rest of your life would be mined!” The young
master replied, “Now I’ve got no way to survive but have to put myself at
fate’s mercy. I’ll die sooner or later and won’t see you again. You did the
matchmaking and helped marry off my wife. How are things with her
these days?” As he said this, he started crying.

Zhang San said, “That’s something I wanted to talk to you about. Your
wife is currently the mistress of a rich family with broad social relations,
as imposing as yours were years ago. Recently they asked me to find
them a doorkeeper for the back of their yard. Id like to introduce you to
them. Your job will be just to open the gate in the morning and shut it in
the evening, nothing more. You will enjoy plenty of free time and meals.
How would you like the job?” The young master said, “If you can help
me get this job, the kindness you’ve shown me will be as great as that of
my parents.”

Zhang San said, “There’s one thing you’ve got to bear in mind,
however. Your wife is now the mistress of the household — your
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immediate superior. It will bring shame to her if it becomes known that
you were formerly married to her. So keep your mouth shut on that matter,
or you will lose the job.” The young master said, “Life changes. Now
she’s up there in heaven while I’'m down here as a doorkeeper for her. It’s
my good fortune that I will not die from starvation and have my body cast
in a ditch in the wilderness. I will be pretty happy with my state and not
brag about anything.” Zhang San said, “All right. Come with me and I’l]
help you get the job.”

The young master followed Zhang San there and waited outside the
gate of the residence. It took a long time before Zhang San came out and
said to him, “Everything is in order. Come on in with me, please.” He led
the young master to the room at the rear of the mansion. The room was
roughly furnished with a new bed and bed-drapes as well as the major
articles for everyday use. Though the room was located in an out-of-the
way place, it was much better than temples and ancestral halls. Shabby
and small as it was, it could house him and protect him from the wind and
rain. For some time the young master had spent nights in the open,
experiencing the harshest forms of life. He was overwhelmed at the
cleanness and tidiness of the room and household necessities.

He asked in surprise, “Who lives in this room?” Zhang San replied,
“It’s for the doorkeeper, and now it’s your room.” The young master was
delighted since the room seemed like paradise to him. Zhang San then
warned him, “Your mistress is wealthy and has an army of pretty servants.
She wants you to take care of the back gate. You should simply stay here
and enjoy your light job. The master of the family and your mistress may
go in and out of their rooms at the front gate. Don’t poke your nose into
their business. She would feel disgraced if she meets you. Don’t step
outside your gate. If you run into your former owner, you’ll not be able to
stay here any more.” He repeated the warning several more times and
then left.

The young master had been through hard living, so he now acted with
particular caution. On the one hand, he feared losing this job; on the other
hand, he dared not give away his identity and create trouble if he stumbled
across his former owner. Thus he kept to himself inside the room and
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stayed there for more than two months.

Shangguan learned that the mind of his son-in-law had become sensible,
and so he sent a man one day to take an envelope to him with a silver
reward sealed inside and to tell him, “The mistress is having her birthday
celebration today and this is a reward for each servant. She said you did a
good job in watching the gate, so she rewards you one giarn of silver to
buy yourself some wine.” Taking it in his hand, the young master
remembered the day was indeed his former wife’s birthday anniversary.
He recalled that when his family fortune was at its zenith, he often had
invited many guests to come and present their congratulations, and to
enjoy drinks during the birthday celebration. But now he was an employee
of somebody else. Tears started to roll down his cheeks. He wrapped up
the silver, and was reluctant to spend it.

A few days later a man came in and said to him, “The mistress wants
to talk to you in her room.” Surprised, the young master murmured, ‘“Zhang
San told me the other day that she would feel ashamed if she met me, and
he asked me to keep my identity from others. Why is she now asking me
to see her? How can I go and see her at this point?” But he was in no
position to turn down her request. So he followed the man through to the
main hall of the house. He saw her sitting there with the dignified bearing
of the mistress. The young master lowered his head in shame. The wife
said to him, “I heard about a doorkeeper with the family name of Yao, but
I didn’t realize it was you. You’re from a wealthy house. How have you
become a doorkeeper working for my house?”

The young master, with a shameful face, could not utter a word in
reply. The woman continued, “Since you’re doing a good job at door-
keeping, here’s an envelope containing a reward for you. You may use it
to purchase some clothes.” A servant-girl handed him the reward. He
accepted it with thanks. Then the mistress had him led back to his small
room at the back gate. In his room, he opened the envelope and found
five gian of silver inside. He was overjoyed and wrapped them together
with the silver equivalent to one string of cash that he had received on the
mistress’ birthday, and put this money away. But some of his fellow
servants came and tried to coax him to spend the newly received reward
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on drinks. He turned them down. Not giving up, they said, “Okay, perhaps
it will cost him too much. We should throw in our share, making it half-
and-half.” The young master held his money tightly in his hand, replying,
“There’s no easy money. I will put this to good use later. I don’t want to
be a prodigal ‘good fellow’ any more.” They found him unyielding, and
so they all left.

At dusk one day, a servant-girl came and said to him, “The mistress
wants to talk to you in her room about things of the past.” Refusing to
meet the request, the young master said, “It’s not an appropriate time for
me to talk to her in the evening. I’'m here to keep the door secure. If
something happens, they will fire me and throw me out onto the street. I
will then definitely die. I think I should stay here in the room. Please go
back and tell the mistress that I don’t dare to enter her quarters.”

In the meantime, Shangguan sent men to check on the young master
periodically and learned of the change in him after his undergoing so
much hardship. So Shangguan asked Zhang San to visit the young master
again. Meeting Zhang San, the young master expressed his deep gratitude
for his recommendation of him for the job. Zhang San asked him, “How
do you find life here?”” The young master said, “I won’t need to worry
about my food and clothing anymore until death as long as I live in this
room. I owe you a debt for doing me this favor. Without your help, I
might have died long ago somewhere. However, I have one thing on my
mind: I think it shameful to earn easy food and idle away time as I do. I
feel sorry for myself. I’ve saved some money and I’ll never spend it.
You’re a good man. Please teach me a way to earn interest on the money,
or teach me a trade so that I can make the rest of my life more meaningful.”
Zhang San replied, “Alas, when did you leam to value time and property?”
With a grin, the young master said, “It took a long time to learn this. But
now it’s too late.” Zhang San said, “I have come to you with a message
that one of your relatives wishes to see you.” The young master replied,
“I’ve sunk so low that none of my relatives cares about me anymore.
Who wants to see me now?” Zhang San said, “There is one. Come with
me.” Zhang San led him into the parlor.

A man with a stately hat on his head and elegantly attired emerged and
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walked up with measured, haughty strides. The young master saw it was
his former father-in-law, Shangguan. “Aha!” the young master let out a
cry, turned pale and tried to leave. Zhang San darted up and grabbed him,
saying, “That’s your father-in-law. Where are you going?” The young
master answered, “How can I have the courage to face him?” “Why not?”
Zhang San said. “He is your father-in-law.” The young master replied, “I
sold my wife. How can he still be my father-in-law?”” Zhang San said,
“He has learned that you have become sensible, so he wants to let you
and his daughter renew your marriage.” The young master said, “His
daughter is the mistress of the family I’'m now working for. Does he have
another daughter to marry off?” Zhang San said, “I did the matchmaking
to sell your wife before. But now I’m doing the matchmaking to return
your wife to you.” The young master asked, “How can you do that?”

Zhang San said, “You stupid idiot! How could a privileged family
remarry their daughter? In those days your father-in-law had feared that
you might behave recklessly and so he sent his men to bring your wife
back home. But he told you that she remarried. You’re now living in one
of your father-in-law’s residences. Because he was afraid that you might
die of hunger and cold on the streets, he asked me to make arrangements
to bring you to that room as the doorkeeper. Now that you’ve completely
discarded your former way of life, I’ve been sent here to let you know
what’s really happened and to prepare you for a reunion with your wife.
The whole course of developments has been in the control of your father-
in-law, with his good intentions of making you turn over a new leaf in
life.”

Hearing these words, the young master said, “No wonder I’ve been
living in the room for such a long time, knowing there was a mistress of
the family, but never seeing the master. | was rather compliant with your
request and didn’t inquire about anything. I didn’t know something like
this was happening. How amazing that my father-in-law went out of his
way to help me!” Zhang San said, “Why not go up and give him your
greetings?” He led the young master forward by holding his hand, while
Shangguan came toward him and remarked, “Have you made up your
mind to remember your suffering and get rid of your former style of
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living?” Shamefully at a loss for words, the young master dropped to his
knees and burst into tears. Shangguan said, “Since you now hate your
stupid behavior of the past, I will give you and your wife this residence
and one hundred mu of land so that you can make a living. But if you slip
back into your former way of life, I’1l throw you out and never let you see
your wife again.”

Crying bitterly, the young master said, I’ve suffered a lot and received
tremendous benevolence from you. If I fail to mend my ways sincerely, I
will sink into a state so worthless swine and dogs will be more valued!”
Then Shangguan led him into another room to meet his daughter. The
husband and wife flung themselves into each other’s arms and cried. Then
they talked to each other and came out to express their thanks to Zhang
San.

The young master said to Zhang San, as the latter was about to leave,
“I’ve got one more thing to worry about. If my former owner finds me,
what should [ do?”” Zhang San replied, “There is no such an owner. Your
enslavement was scheduled by your father-in-law! If you can manage
your household, you needn’t worry about anything.” Then the young
master felt easy. As the host, he lived with his wife in the residence,
enjoying a life of adequate food and clothing, which was earned through
diligent work and careful budgeting, although his life was not as abundant
as it had been in his early years. With painful recollections of the past
lingering in his mind, the young master refused to allow a single loafer
into his place anymore.

As the news of the young master’s renewal of family life reached Jia
Qingfu and Zhao Nengwu, the two men with some of their fellows visited
their former companion. The young master came out and said to them,
“I’m fine and I want to be left alone. I don’t want to associate with you
anymore.” At this Jia Qingfu broached such subjects as the playing of
music, and Zhao Nengwu talked about someone’s fine horse, another
man’s strong bow, and some places that had many birds and wild animals.
The young master simply gave a cold sneer and made this remark after
their monologues were finished, “If you two brothers find someone like 1
used to be, please come and let me know, so we can go together and
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fleece him.” The two men felt snubbed and beat a hasty retreat in
disappointment.

When Shangguan learned that those men had come to bother the young
master again, he sued them. A thorough legal investigation into their doings
was conducted. A large part of land they had seized illegally was
confiscated and returned to the young master. The young master’s property
thus grew larger. The husband and wife lived a happy life till death. The
moral of the tale lies in the fact that the young master led a prodigal way
of life simply due to his lack of life experience of hardship. It is highly
significant that children of a rich family should go through difficulties
and suffering in their lives, and they should use caution in dealing with
their followers as well.

Whenever in times of rich or poor,

Be vigilant on those who befriend you.
On the day when the loafer returns,

The perfidious will be down on their luck.
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Tale 24

The Evil and the Good Emerge
in front of a Temple
The Cause and Effect of the Incident Is Revealed
in a Well

The Buddhist sutra reads thus:

What you did in your previous existence decides
what you are in this life.

What you do in this life decides
what you will be in your next existence.

Once there lived a man named Qiu Bogao in Xingiao, Nanjing. Qiu
was an extremely honest man and a devout believer in Buddhism. He
was glad to give alms and never took anything from other people.

One day while he was chanting Buddhist sutra alone under the eaves
of his house, a man carrying a bag on the back suddenly appeared before
him. Putting the bag on the ground, the man bowed to Qiu and said,
“Excuse me, sir.” Returning the solute, Qiu asked immediately, “Can I
help you?” The man said, “I’m a native of Zhejiang, and I’m a private
trader in the Hunan and Hubei region. I’ve come here to look for a man
named Qiu Bogao. Could you tell me where he lives?”” Qiu asked, “Now
that you’re inquiring about his whereabouts, is he an old friend of yours?”
“No,” the man replied, “we don’t know each other. But I’ve long heard
that Qiu is a venerable elder and is most loyal and honest. It is said he is
a person people can entrust important business with. As I’m on the journey,
I have something to bother him. This is why I’m asking about him.” I
am Qiu Bogao,” said Qiu. “Come on in, please, and tell me what I can do
for you.” So saying, Qiu rose and showed the man into the sitting room.
After they were seated, Qiu asked, “May I know your name?” “My name
is Nan Shaoying,” replied the man. Qiu asked, “What can I do for you?”
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Nan said, “I’m on my way to Beijing to visit a friend. I’ll be back here
in two months.” Pointing at his bag on the ground, Nan continued, “There
are some important things in this bag. As I'm going to continue to travel
farther alone, I’ll have to leave it at a safe place. Even the closest relatives
and the best friends are not necessarily reliable when they come to money
or properties. I’ve long heard of your reputation as an extremely honest
man. So I’'m thinking of leaving it with you so that I may rest assured
while I continue my journey north. I’ll come and take it when I am back.
This is what I°d like to bother you about.” “No problem,” said Qiu. “But
you’d better seal it up before you leave it to me. Then you can set your
mind at rest and continue your journey. It will be perfectly safe in my
place.” “Thousand thanks,” said Nan.

As was requested, Nan sealed up his bag and handed it to Qiu, and Qin
took it into his inner room. As Nan was a guest from a distant place, Qiu
entertained him with food and wine. Nan wanted to purchase a couple of
things for the journey, so he didn’t set off for Beijing on that day. Qiu put
him up in his house for two nights. On the third day Nan left for Beijing.
More than two months passed, but Nan didn’t come back for his bag.
One year passed, Qiu got no news at all about Nan. Each time Qiu met
natives of Zhejiang coming from the north, he would ask them if they
knew a man named Nan Shaoying. The answer he got was always “no.”
He thought of sending someone to Zhejiang to inquire about Nan’s
whereabouts, unfortunately he had no idea in which part of Zhejiang Nan
lived. Having no alternative, Qiu went to the fortune-teller’s stall at the
entrance of the lane to seek an answer from divination. The fortune-teller
said, “This oracle shows that the man you’re inquiring about must have
run out of breath in a strange land and will never come back again.”

Not knowing what to do, Qiu returned home and consulted his wife
about the matter, saying, “That man named Nan and I were complete
strangers when he came to visit me the other day. But he entrusted me to
take care of this bag for him. He has been away for over a year now. I
have no idea what’s in this bag. Nan showed great confidence in me,
saying that I am an honest man and I am the person he could entrust his
important things with. Therefore he left this bag in my care. Is there any
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reason I shouldn’t wait for his return? But I’m only too anxious to know
what is in this bag. I guess it won’t matter much for us to take a look at
the things inside only if we do not take anything from the bag.” “There is
no harm in taking a look at it if we do not have any ill intentions,” said
Qiu’s wife.

As they took the bag out of the room, they found it rather heavy.
Opening the bag, they saw the bag was filled up with gold and silver,
approximately equaling one thousand taels of silver. “So much silver in
this bag,” said Qiu. “But why hasn’t he returned to take it? The fortune-
teller said he had run out of breath in a strange land. Could it possible he
is dead and will not come back to take it? Now I’ve got an idea. Let’s take
fifty taels of silver and invite some monks to hold a Buddhist service on
his behalf. May Buddha bless him! With Buddha’s blessings, let’s hope
he will return as soon as possible. If he is dead, hope he will be excused
from sufferings and get to be reborn as early as possible. Only by doing
so can I be worthy of the trust he placed in me.” Qiu’s wife asked, “If he
is not dead, what shall we say to him about these fifty taels of silver when
he returns?” “We just tell him the truth,” said Qiu, “and tell him that
we’ve spent it on his behalf. Could it be possible he will blame us for it?
I may as well repay him this money if he refuses to acknowledge my
kindness to him. Moreover, it will never be wrong if we spend money for
Buddha’s sake.”

Having decided thus, Qiu invited some monks to his home and held a
Buddhist service for seven days and seven nights for Nan Shaoying’s
sake. Being a faithful believer of Buddhism, Qiu prayed with devout
reference in front of the image of Buddha, wishing Nan to return to him
as early as possible if he was still alive and to free himself from worldly
worries as soon as possible if he was dead.Time passed, but there was
still no news about Nan. Qiu took it for granted that Nan shall never
return to take his silver. Though Qiu had never had the idea of pocketing
the money as his own, he could not find Nan Shaoying to return him the
silver. Apart from the fifty taels spent on the Buddhist service, Qiu kept
the rest of the money for quite some time and always felt uneasy about it.
However, with the passing of time, he didn’t seem to care very much
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about it any more.

Qiu Bogao had no son. Surprisingly, his concubine became pregnant
some time after the Buddhist service. In the following year the concubine
gave birth to a baby boy. The boy was remarkably handsome. Qiu and his
wife loved this boy very much. When the boy was about five or six years
old, Qiu named him Qiu Jun and sent him to school.

Smart as he was, Qiu Jun did not like to read books and hated to go to
school. When he became a grow-up, he even started to learn from bad
examples and got acquainted with a group of hooligans. Whoring,
gambling and spending money freely, he led a life of dissipation. Qiu
Bogao repeatedly admonished him to behave good, but Qiu Jun wouldn’t
listen. Seeing Qiu Jun’s bad way of life, all his neighbors said regretfully,
“Qiu Bogao has been a good person throughout his life, but his son turns
out to be a good-for-nothing. The Heaven must be blind! Good is not
rewarded with good.”

Some time later, Qiu Bogao chose a wife for his son Qiu Jun. Then
Qiu Jun’s wife gave birth to a son. Qiu Bogao hoped that his son would
naturally have a change of heart and turn over a new leaf as he became
more and more experienced in worldly affairs. However, he acted more
wildly after his marriage and the birth of his son. He kept on hanging
around with his hooligan friends, completely neglecting his wife and son.
He would often stay out for a whole month. When he happened to come
back home, he would do nothing but take money or demand family
property as pledges. Qiu Bogao was overcome with indignation.

One day, Qiu Bogao planned to go out on a certain business. Fearing
that his son would run amuck while he was away from home, Qiu managed
to coax him to come back home and then locked him up in an empty
room. Qiu Jun could only get food and water from a small hole on the
wall. He was unable to fly away even if given wings. Qiu Bogao was
away for quite some time, while Qiu Jun stayed in the room like a prisoner.
Qiu Bogao’s wife pitied him very much.

One early morning, Qiu Bogao’s wife, deeply worried about how Qiu
Jun was getting along in the room, came close to Qiu Jun’s room to take
a look at him from the crack of the wall. Qiu Bogao’s wife was greatly
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shocked at what she saw. She realized that the man sitting in the room
was not Qiu Jun at all. Upon a closer look, she found out the man inside
the room was none other than Nan Shaoying, the man who left his bag
here years ago. Not daring to utter a word, Qiu Bogao’s wife returned to
her own room quietly.

Just at that moment Qiu Bogao came back home. Having heard this
strange thing, Qiu suddenly realized the truth and said, “That’s it! That’s
it! No need to say more. It’s his money. How shall I stop him squandering
his own money?” So saying, he instantly unlocked the door of the room
and set Qiu Jun free, allowing him to take his own course and do whatever
he wished. However, Qiu Jun’s merrymaking didn’t]ast long. Before
long, wine and women made him extremely weak, and then one day he
suddenly died without any illnesses. Qiu Bogao calculated the money
Qiu Jun had spent in his lifetime and found out that it was just about one
thousand taels of silver. Being fully aware that this was exactly preordained
fate, Qin Bogao didn’t take it seriously. Instead, he only placed his hope
in his grandson and expected that he could bring him up smoothly.

Qiu Bogao’s neighbors commented thus: Qiu Jun is the reincarnation
of Nan Shaoying and it goes without saying that Nan has come back to
life in the shape of Qiu Jun to take his own money he had entrusted in Qiu
Bogao’s care; as Qiu Bogao is an honest and kind-hearted person, the
Heaven has done him justice in granting him a grandson to carry on his
family line.

Being an exceptionally kind-hearted and honest elder, Qiu Bogao didn’t
pocket Nan’s wealth as his own when he was entrusted to take care of his
money. In spite of all this, Qiu Bogao had to repay Nan all the money left
in his care by Nan, let alone those who are in debt or who take forcible
possession of others’ property. Would justice tolerate such people? Every
injustice has its perpetrator and every debt its debtor, and the truth is all
accounts will be eventually settled sooner or later. This is destiny. I won’t
be able to finish talking about destiny even if I talk about it for a whole
year. Now I’1l tell you a story about a man who goes against justice.

A person’s fortune is predestined.

Better not commit evil deeds and go about swindling people.
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Just take a look at the past.
It’s nothing but an account book.
* * *

During the Zhizheng’s reign (1341-1367) of the Yuan Dynasty, there
lived a man named Yuan Zishi in Shandong. Yuan Zishi lived on farming
and his family was comfortably off. Slow-witted and illiterate as he was,
he was honest and kind-hearted. He had a close friend in the village
surnamed Miao. Miao was a hereditary Battalion Commander of about
ten thousand soldiers. Yuan and Miao had been on good terms with each
other ever since childhood.

One day Miao was appointed a local official post in Fujian. As he was
about to set out for Fujian to assume office, he found he was short of
traveling expenses. He asked Yuan for a loan of three hundred taels of
silver. Yuan agreed to lend him the money without stint. Miao wrote a
loan agreement and took it to Yuan. “We’re intimate friends,” said Yuan.
“Why we need a loan agreement? Return it or not is simply up to you. As
you’re going to assume office, [ don’t think you’ll refuse to return me the
money.” At this moment, Yuan was extremely conceited. Considering he

was well-off, he didn’t take this sum of silver seriously at all. So he handed

exactly the amount of money to Miao, without taking the loan agreement.
With this money as traveling expenses, Miao set out for Fujian.

Indeed, something unexpected may happen at any moment. During
the last years of Zhizheng’s reign, Shandong was thrown into disorder.

Bandits rose like swarms of wasps. Yuan Zishi’s home was ransacked

completely. War-torn, he could not sell his land or houses for money.
Though reluctant to leave his hometown, he feared that his life would be
in danger. So he came up with the idea of seeking asylum in a peaceful
place.

At that time Fujian was under the control of a warlord named Chen
Youding. Therefore Fujian was the only place of peace. Yuan said to his
wife, “Life is chaotic in Shandong at present. Fujian alone is a place of
peace. What’s more, Miao is holding an official position in Fujian. We
can go there to seek his patronage. But we have difficulties getting there
by land, because traffic must be held up and there are so many of us.
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We’d better go there by a steamer. We can put out to sea from Tianjin and
reach Fuzhou nonstop.” Having decided thus, Yuan packed up some of
the fragmentary things remained in his family and got on board a steamer
with his whole family.

Before long, the steamer reached Fuzhou. Getting off the steamer,
Yuan went downtown to inquire about Miao. Fortunately he learned that
Miao was holding a powerful official position in Chen Youding’s
headquarters. Overcome with joy, Yuan thought he had come to the right
place. As he was in a rush, he didn’t call upon him then and there. Instead,
he returned to the steamer and said to his wife, “The Miao family is in
Fuzhou. How lucky we are!” Everyone of the Yuan family was very happy
at the good news.

“Yuan Zishi and his family rented a house in Fuzhou and settled
themselves down. As he was considering of making a call upon Miao, he
thought better of it. “Being travel-worn, I must look extremely haggard
and my clothes are in rags,” Yuan thought to himself. “As he is now at the
height of his power and glory, I’d better not be looked down upon by
him. So I must be patient.” After quite some time, Yuan’s swarthy
complexion was gone. He dressed up immaculately and went to call at
Miao’s house.

Arriving at the entrance of Miao’s house, Yuan was denied admittance
by the doorkeepers. When asked where he was from, Yuan told the
doorkeepers he was from Shandong. “Our master hates to be disturbed
by his fellow townsmen,” said the doorkeepers. “We do not dare to inform
him of your arrival, for we’re afraid of making him angry. You may go
and meet him directly when he comes out of his house, and it will have
nothing to do with us. He is coming out soon.” As was told, Yuan had to
stand there, waiting for the appearance of Miao.

Before long, Miao came out of his house on horseback. He was going
to visit a friend. Yuan moved closer to him and greeted him by making a
bow with hands folded in front. However, Miao deliberately looked at
other places, as if he did not know Yuan at all. Overcome with anxiety,
Yuan greeted him with a strong local Shandong accent and shouted his
own name at the top of his voice. Upon hearing someone shouting with a
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Shandong accent, Miao had to stop his horse. After recognizing Yuan
Zishi, Miao put on an air of surprise and said, “So my fellow townsman is
here! I’m awfully sorry I didn’t recognize you. Sorry!” Alighting his horse,
Miao greeted Yuan in return by folding his hands in a bow. Then Miao
showed Yuan into his home. After having had a cup of tea, Miao rose to
his feet and said, “A minute ago I was about to go out to attend to my
personal matters. I’m afraid [ won’t be able to keep you company. Please
go back to your dwelling place. I’ll invite you to my home for a chat and
entertain you to wine some other day.” Unable to do anything about it,
Yuan had to take his leave.

On the next day, Miao sent an errand to invite Yuan to his office.
Overwhelmed with joy, Yuan followed the errand to Miao’s office. Miao
met Yuan at the door of his office and then showed him in. As they had
not seen each other for quite some time and now Yuan had come from
afar to seek his patronage, Yuan cherished great expectations for a warm
reception by Miao, but in fact he was cold-shouldered. He was treated
with nothing but a few cups of wine and some fruits. Miao only asked
Yuan a couple of general questions like how the war in Shandong was
going on and how his own relatives were doing. He never asked Yuan
why he had come here from afar and how his family was doing.

When Yuan spoke out his misery and sufferings in fleeing from the
calamity, Miao remained as calm as usual and showed no signs of shock
and compassion. As to his loan of three hundred taels of silver, he never
mentioned it at all. He didn’t express his thanks, either. Each time Yuan
was about to mention it, he thought better of it, “I haven’t been here for
long and this is the first time he invites me to his place. How should I
bring up the subject of the payment of a debt? What if [ offend him?”
Thus he left Miao’s office without mentioning the loan.

When he returned to his dwelling place, Yuan felt extremely grieved
at the desolateness of living far away from home and the straitened
circumstances. His wife asked, “Why didn’t you mention the loan to Miao
and ask him to repay us some silver so that we can make both ends meet?”
Yuan explained that he didn’t do so because he felt it very hard to bring
this matter up at their first meeting in this new place. His wife complained,
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“What have we come here for from ten thousand /i away? We’re especially
here to seek Miao’s patronage. Today he invited you to his place, but you
were afraid to wound his feelings. You were only greedy for his food and
drink instead of mentioning the most important thing. What else would
we expect from him except getting back the silver he borrowed from us?
Very much annoyed by his wife’s complaints and after undergoing a whole
night’s shilly-shally, Yuan set out for Miao’s home early the next morning.
The moment he heard about Yuan’s arrival, Miao appeared extremely
dissatisfied. However, he had to come out to meet him. After exchanging
greetings in a few words, he hummed and hawed, assuming an air of
indifference. Having no choice, Yuan had to speak out, “I met with
misfortune at home. Now I’ve traveled a long distance by sea at the risk
of my life and have brought my whole family here to seek your help. 1
have one thing to talk to you.” Before Yuan could finish, Miao interrupted,
“I know what you’re going to say. I once borrowed some traveling
expenses from you. Though I’'m an official, I have a meager income.
Now you’ve come from afar, how should I forget your Kindness? Please
show me the loan agreement so that I can pay it back to you one sum after
another.”

Readers, do you think Miao has forgotten that they didn’t have a loan
agreement? As a matter of fact, because Miao felt it hard to repudiate the
debt face to face with Yuan, he used it as an excuse to shirk the debt. This
is a heartless man’s trick used to deny a debt. Taken aback at Miao’s
strange remarks, Yuan said, “You must have got it wrong! We never had
a loan agreement. Why you say so?” Deliberately assuming an air of
seriousness, Miao said, “What nonsense! If there is a loan, there must be
a loan agreement. How could you say we didn’t have one? You’ve probably
lost it during the war. Anyway, since we’re intimate friends, it doesn’t
matter much whether you have it or not. I’ll manage to repay you the
money. But [ don’t think you should be impatient about it, as I’m not
quite well off at present. Better wait for some time.” Upon hearing this,
Yuan had to leave. On his way home, Yuan thought in his mind, “What he
said sounded rather strange. Obviously he was denying the loan. However,
since I’ve come to this place to seek his help, I’'ll have to wait for some
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days before I go claim it again. Anyway he told me he was going to
manage to repay me the money. Now it has proved that I made a mistake
in having excessive trust in him. And it has put me in an awkward position,
for whether I can get back my money or not will be totally up to him.”
Back to his dwelling place, Yuan told his wife about his failure in getting
back the money. Heaving sighs of helplessness, both he and his wife agreed
that they would have to go and claim it some time later.

Some days later, Yuan Zishi, summoning up his courage, paid several
visits to Miao and demanded the payment of the debt. However, each
time Yuan saw Miao, Miao gave him a cold shoulder with some casual
remarks and all sorts of excuses of being unable to repay him the money.
Also Miao would verbally agree to the payment of the debt. But the fact
was that he never kept his word. Yuan thought of giving it up, but he
could find no other way out. This totally landed Yuan on the horns of
dilemma. Thus all Yuan’s efforts turned out to be of no avail.

Half a year passed quickly and the Spring Festival was drawing near.
Living far away from his native place, Yuan’s family financial situation
went from bad to worse. As Yuan had no money for the Spring Festival,
his whole family was landed in an impasse. Having no alternative, he had
to go and see Miao again. At the sight of Miao, Yuan kowtowed and said
tearfully, “Help me, please, my friend.” Propping him up, Miao asked,
“Why you behave like this?” “The Spring Festival is drawing near,” said
Yuan. “My wife and children are suffering from hunger. I haven’t got a
copper coin in my pocket, neither have I got a grain of rice in my kitchen.
How am I going to live? As to the silver I lent you, I do not dare to cherish
excessive demands of getting it back. I only hope you could help me
meet a pressing need. It’s up to you to help me with as much money as
you please. I’'ll be extremely grateful to your kindness and generosity.
Just forget about the fact I once lent you some money. Now for an old
friend’s sake, hope you could take pity on me and do me a favor.” Having
finished these words, Yuan burst into tears.

Seeing that Yuan wept so sadly, Miao also felt quite uneasy. Counting
on his fingers, Miao said, “It will be New Year’s Eve in ten days. You just
wait in your dwelling place. I’ll do my utmost and get some money for
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you, and I’ll have someone send it over to your dwelling place so that
you can use it for the Spring Festival. Hope you won’t mind it if it’s not
much.” At that time Yuan was actually in an extremely difficult financial
situation. He felt very much relieved when he heard that Miao was going
to give him some silver. “This being the case, my family will be able to
eke out a living till the Spring Festival and I’'ll always remember the
infinite kindness you show on me.” Yuan left happily. Before Yuan’s
departure, Miao urged Yuan again and again, “Just stay in your dwelling
place and wait there on New Year’s Eve.” Yuan agreed. Arriving at his
dwelling place, Yuan told his wife that Miao had promised to give them
some money for the Spring Festival. The whole family was wild joy at
the good news.

Yuan Zishi got up early on the morning of the last day of the year and
sat in his room to wait for Miao to bring him some money. Though he had
the desire of going out to the stores to buy necessities for the Spring
Festival, he feared he would miss Miao’s arrival once he was out. Therefore
he just stayed home waiting and entertaining a wild hope that he would
be able to go shopping when he got the money. He waited and waited
anxiously, as if he was on pins and needles. Feeling terribly worried from
waiting, he dispatched a servant boy to keep a watch at the entrance of
the lane. Before long, the servant boy hurried back and said to Yuan, “A
person carrying loads of rice on a pole is coming.”

Running out in haste, Yuan found a porter carrying rice on a pole is
coming toward him. The porter was guided by a servant in black who
was carrying a brief note in one hand. Yuan thought that this porter must
be from the Miao family. However, the porter showed no sign of stop as
he passed by Yuan’s dwelling place and the servant in black went past
Yuan’s house. “It must be that they do not know where I live, so they
missed my house,” Yuan thought in his mind. Quickly Yuan shouted at
them, “This is my house. Come back, please!” Both the porter and the
servant gave no answer. Yuan hastened to catch up with the servant in
black and said, “Excuse me, brother. To whom are you sending the gift?”
Showing the note to Yuan, the servant said, “This rice is our master Zhang’s
gift for his family school tutor. Why do you ask?” Having learned these
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two men were not from the Miao family, Yuan returned home in low
spirits.

After some time, Yuan’s servant boy again hastened back to him and
said, “A man in a yamen runner’s clothing is coming in the direction of
our house. He is carrying a bag of money on the shoulder.” Yuan got out
of his house and saw a man was coming towards his house. “This one
must be from the Miao family,” Yuan thought to himself. But the yamen
runner didn’t stop at the entrance of Yuan’s house. He even quickened his
paces as he went past Yuan’s house. Filled with doubts and suspicions,
Yuan caught up with the yamen runner and asked him where he was
heading for. The runner answered, “This money is our County Magistrate’s
gift for his fellow townsmen for the Spring Festival.” Feeling dejected
once again, Yuan thought to himself, “Many people are sending gifts for
the Spring Festival. But why hasn’t Miao shown up with my money?”
Yuan had his heart clanging like fifteen buckets in a single well, seven
going up and eight down. Like an ant on a hot pan, he couldn’t remain
still.

Yuan Zishi waited till the afternoon of the day, but no one from the
Miao family showed up. Prying about furtively, he remained quite
unsettled in mind most of the day and bought nothing for the Spring
Festival. He went out onto the streets, but found that all the stores were
closed and the storekeepers had all gone home for the Spring Festival.
Because Miao turned out not to be as good as his word, Yuan failed to get
anything for the Spring Festival. His wife complained and wept. Every
family drank to their hearts’ content and the firecrackers licked the heavens;
while the Yuans, knitting their brows, looked gloomy and depressed. The
more Yuan Zishi thought of it, the more furious he became. Stamping his
feet with indignation, he cursed Miao roundly, “Heartless bastard! You’ve
caused so much harm to me!” In an outburst of anger, he rummaged about
a suitcase and took out a knife. Having sharpened the knife brightly against
a grindstone, Yuan said to his wife, “I won’t be able to give vent to my
anger if I do not kill him! I’ll give my life for his. Certainly repeated
interrogations will take some time, and my death will come later than his:
I’ kill him the moment he gets out of his house early tomorrow morning.”
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Upon hearing this, Yuan’s wife urged him to calm down. But how would
he listen to her? Holding the knife in his hand, he sat in his house until it
was daybreak. At cockcrow, he set out for Miao’s home.

In the middle of the lane was a temple which was the only way for
Yuan to go to Miao’s home. There lived an old Taoist surnamed Xuanyuan.
Taoist Xuanyuan was almost a hundred years old. On ordinary days, Yuan
would stop at the temple to have a chat with Xuanyuan each time he
passed by it. As Yuan had lived here for quite some time, he and Taoist
Xuanyuan gradually became acquainted with each other.

It was the first day of the first month of the year. As the first rays of the

sun were just beginning to set forth in the east, not a single soul could be
seen in the lane. Taoist Xuanyuan got up and opened the door of the
temple. He set a table at the door, lit up two candles, made four bows to
the heaven, and put a volume of sutra on the table. Then he placed an
incense burner in the middle of the table and lit up the joss sticks within.
When everything was ready, he started to chant the sutra. Hardly had he
chanted a couple of pages when he saw a man rushing by in front of him
in the faint rays of the dawning sun. Taoist Xuanyuan knew it was Yuan
Zishi. Fearing he would be interrupted, he didn’t stop him. With a
penetrating insight, he noticed that while Yuan walked ahead, many people
were following him at his heels. Taking a closer look at the men behind
Yuan, Xuanyuan found out they were by no means humans, but
innumerable ghosts of grotesque shapes and appearances who followed
Yuan with dancing steps, naked. With disheveled hair, all the ghosts wore
vicious looks on their faces. Some of them held sabers, while some held
awls.

Xuanyuan stopped chanting the sutra and murmured to himself,
“Strange!” Then he calmed down and continued with his chanting. Before
long, he saw Yuan walking back in an unhurried and leisurely way. He
also found out that Yuan was again followed by about a hundred people.
Though the two groups of people were almost the same in number, this
time Xuanyuan noticed that this group, all gorgeously dressed, were
completely different from the first group in dresses who had followed
after Yuan previously. With genial expressions on their faces, they all
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looked unruffled. Some of them carried canopies and some carried flags
in their hands. “Why s0?”” wondered Xuanyuan with surprise. “Yuan must
have died. The one I saw a moment must be his spirit. So, it didn’t stop at
my place, and the ones at his heels were most probably ghosts. But why
did he return in a kindly and affable manner?” Xuanyuan felt very much
puzzled. He hastened to finish chanting the sutra. Then he went to the
Yuans in a hurry to see what had gone with Yuan Zishi.

Arriving at Yuan’s dwelling place, Xuanyuan found that it was very
quiet. Making a cough, he called, “Anybody in?” Yuan came out of his
room and found it was an old man. Considering that the old man was
paying him a visit on the New Year’s day, Yuan immediately asked him
to take a seat. After making some common auspicious remarks , Xuanyuan
asked, “Where were you going early this morning? Why were you in a
rush when went out and why did you walk in such a slowly way when
you returned?” “I’ve suffered an injustice,” replied Yuan, “and I feel it
embarrassing to tell you about it.” Xuanyuan said, “Just say it, please.”
Yuan then gave a full account about how Miao had borrowed the money
from him the other year as traveling expenses when he was about to assume
office, how Miao had intended to repudiate the loan and delayed the
repayment of it with various excuses, how Miao had fooled him by
promising to give him some rice or money as partial repayment of the
loan on the New Year’s Eve, and how he and his family had had a hard
time for the Spring Festival.

Stamping his feet, Xuanyuan said, “It is detestable for Miao to return
evil for good! He will come to no good end. Were you thinking of picking
a fight when you first went to look for him?”* “To tell you the truth,” said
Yuan, “it really drove me mad last night. Unable to put up with the
indignation, I sharpened my knife and I was just dying to kill him the
moment he got out of his house early in the morning so as to avenge
myself. However, when I thought of the matter carefully, I changed my
mind at the entrance of his house. It is true Miao has offended me, but his
old mother, his wife and children are not guilty and they have been on
good terms with me for years. If 1 kill Miao, his whole family will certainly
be forced to leave Fuzhou and lead a dog’s life in a strange land. How
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should I bear to see them come to such a miserable end? Better let him
betray me than I betray him. I thought I mustn’t harm others. So I restrained
myself and returned slowly. I was lost in thought at the moment, so I
didn’t stop to pay my respect to you. And now you’ve come to see me! I
feel rather guilty for my impoliteness.”

“I’m not here to pay you a New Year call,” said Xuanyuan. “I’ve come
to see you because I’ve got something to inform you. After hearing your
account of the story, [ think I should offer my congratulations to you.”
“What for?” asked Yuan. Xuanyuan answered, “From now on, you’re
going to have good fortune. All the deities have known your mind and
actions.” “What made you say so?” asked Yuan. Xuanyuan answered, “I
saw many sinister-looking ghosts at your heels when you first went to
Miao’s home. But I saw that you were followed by many good-fortune
deities when you returned. This is why I was puzzled at the moment.
Upon hearing your words, I was fully convinced that evil spirits do emerge
once a person harbors ill intentions and happy-fortune deities do make
their presence felt once good intentions come into a person’s mind. One
should never harbor ill intentions against others and harm people. Since
you’ve got good intentions in your mind, the ghosts or evil spirits will
surely go away from you. So you should not feel sad any more.”

“Thank you for your comforting me, but I’m really hurt by Miao’s
heartlessness. Moreover, I suffered enormously in my heart because Miao
had caused me to spend the New Year without a coin or any food. Though
1 do not have the heart to kill him, I guess I should commit suicide, for 1
do feel ashamed before my wife.” “None of these short-sighted remarks!”
said Xuanyuan. “I have some extra grains in my temple. I’ll bring them
to you soon. Forget those foolish ideas!” “Thank you very much, thank
you very much!” Yuan said repeatedly. Then Xuanyuan left.

Before long, a Taoist, at Xuanyuan’s order, came to Yuan’s place with
a basket of rice as well as some money. As Yuan was in a desperate position,
he accepted them. Then he asked the Taoist to express his thanks to
Xuanyuan.

After the Taoist left, Ynan turned over the matter carefully in his mind.
“Xuanyuan and I are complete strangers,” he thought to himself, “yet he
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is so kind to me. Miao owes me money, but is so close-fisted. I’ve come
to him for help from afar, but he has let me down. How am I going to eke
out a living? For me, death is better than a wretched existence. Further
more, [ can’t clear up my anger. According to what Xuanyuan had said,
ghosts and deities are very close around me. Though I don’t have the
heart to kill him in this human world, why don’t I kill myself and then
bring him to court in the underworld? I'm sure the injustice done on me
will be righted in the underworld.” Without letting his wife know his
mind, Yuan went to an octagonal well at the foot of the Sacred Hill of
Three Deities. Heaving a sigh, he shouted towards the sky, “The Great
Heaven have eyes! Someone refused to pay back the money he had
borrowed from me. But I have to die such an unnatural death! What a
shame!” So saying, he jumped into the well.

Yuan Zishi took it for granted that he would be drowned instantly after
he fell into the well. But he never expected it was a dry well. Thus Yuan
landed on the solid ground of the well. Feeling the wall around him in the
well, he found that the wall of the well was all made of smoothly-cut
stones. In the middle of the wall was a small cave about the size of a
person’s body. Feeling the wall of the cave with both hands, he groped
his way forward in the dark. All of a sudden, a beam of light emerged in
front of him after he had walked about a hundred paces. He headed for
the light in a hurry. Within an instant, he reached the end of the cave and
found out that the light was the entrance of the stone cave. Coming out of
the cave, he found himself in a bright open space, an absolutely different
world. Another dozens of steps took him to a huge palace, on the lintel of
its door was a horizontal board bearing several large characters reading
“The Land of Happiness of Three Deity Hills.” Yuan didn’t dare to enter
the palace until he had looked at it with reverie for quite some time.

Once arriving at the inside of the palace, he found that the halls were
laden with incense smoke and the long corridors were as bright as day.
Looking around, he saw no souls. The tolling of the bell in the palace
seemed to have come from the heavens. It was the land of happiness
where immortals lived. It was by no means an ordinary dwelling place
for the mortals or laymen in this world. Had he not had the happy fate,
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how could he have possibly got to this place?

Yuan stood in the hall for quite some time, but still not a single soul
came into his sight. Overcome with hunger, thirst and fatigue, he could
no longer move forward. Just at this moment, he saw a clean stone altar
in front of him. Then he got to the stone altar and lay down beside it to
have a break. :

Suddenly a Taoist came over to Yuan Zishi and asked him smilingly,
“You’ve tasted the hardships of living away from your home, haven’t
you, Imperial Academician?” Greatly shocked, Yuan said, “It’s true I’ve
had lot of hardships of living away from home, but why do you call me
Imperial Academician? You must have made a mistake!” The Taoist asked,
“Don’t you remember you used to draft imperial instructions at the Xinqing
Palace?” Yuan answered, “You must be kidding. I’m an ordinary man
from Shandong. Though I’m forty, I can neither read nor write. I’ve never
been to the capital. How should I know anything about the Xinqing Palace?
How should I ever have the chance to draft imperial instructions?”

“What a pity!” said the Taoist. “Once a person changes into another
skin-bag, he is instantly seized with the desire for the satisfactton of the
senses and haunted by hunger and cold, completely forgetting his past.
Now you must be hungry, am I right?” Yuan said, “I’m so angry that I
haven’t eaten anything since last night. I meant to commit suicide, but
accidentally I fell into this wonderland. Overcome with hunger and thirst,
I was completely exhausted when I arrived here. So I stopped at the altar
to have a rest.” Taking a big pear and several jujubes out of his sleeve, the
Taoist handed them to Yuan and said, “Do you know what they are? They
are magical fruits of immortality. Eat them. They will not only appease
your hunger and thirst, but also will help you recall your past.” Yuan ate
them without a break. Without his being aware of it, he felt exhilarated at
once. Closing his eyes, he sunk into thoughts and his previous existence
suddenly dawned on him. He clearly remembered that he used to be an
academician in his former life, and drafted imperial instructions at the
Xinging Palace in Dadu (present Beijing). Getting onto his feet, he bowed
toward the Taoist and said, “Thank you for your magical fruits of
immortality. They not only appeased my hunger and thirst, but also helped
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me know my former life. Since I was so distinguished and aloof in my
previous existence, what evil deeds did I do to make me come to such
miserable conditions in this life?”

“Actually you didn’t commit any serious faults,” said the Taoist. “But
while you were in office in your previous existence, you were extremely
conceited, considering all others’ literary talent beneath your notices.
Therefore you are slow-witted and illiterate in this life. In addition to
this, you were so arrogant that you refused to make friends and spared no
one’s sensibilities. For this reason you deserve to wander from place to
place and have no one to turn to when you are in trouble in this life.
Retribution is bound to follow, and this is the Way of Heaven. Because of
your momentary good intentions, you are fortunate to have come to this
happy land and met me. And I saved your life.”

Then the Taoist started to tell Yuan many instances about the cause
and effect in this human world: “Somebody is a good person and will be
rewarded with good; somebody is an evil person and will be rewarded
with evil. Somebody is the transmigration of a gluttonous ghost, so he
rapaciously seeks money in this world. After his death, he will be
imprisoned in the nether world. Somebody is the transmigration of killer
ghost, and was surrounded by five hundred ghost soldiers with bronze
heads and iron foreheads who were all his helpers in doing evil deeds, so
he kills good people in this world. After his death, he will be severed by
cutting into pieces as a punishment. As to the corrupt officials, rich and
cruel people, and those who gain fame and honor by dishonest means,
retributions will definitely fall upon each of them accordingly.”

As Yuan heard clearly the Taoist’s words about the serious
consequences of the retributions, the load weighing on his mind suddenly
touched him. “Miao owes me a lot of money,” said Yuan, “and he refused
to pay it back to me. Isn’t he going to pay for his heartlessness some
day?” “You needn’t blame him for it,” said the Taoist. “He is only the
watchman of General Wang’s storehouse. It is not his money. How dare
he is going to spend the money rashly?” Yuan said, “He is now enjoying
all the comforts of luxury while I’m living in poverty. How should I put
up with it?”” “Within three years,” said the Taoist, “the turmoil of war will
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arise in this place and everything will be changed. You’d better move
away from this place as soon as possible to somewhere else, which is
suitable for you, so as not to be caught in trouble for no reason at all.”
Yuan said, “I’m an ignorant person. I have no idea where I can find a
good shelter.” “You can move to Funing (present-day Xiapu County in
Fujian Province) and get settled there,” said the Taoist. “And Funing has
some predestined relations with you. There you’ll be rewarded for your
kindness in lending money to Miao. From now on, you’d better forget
that Miao still owes you the money. You owe all this to your good
intentions. Since you’ve been here for a long while, your family must be
worrying about you. Now you’d better go back home.”

“I came here from the well,” said Yuan, “and I walked a long distance
in the dark. I don’t remember the way back. I won’t be able to climb up
the well even though I might find my way back to the well. How can I go
back home ?”” The Taoist said, “Here is another way out. You needn’t take
the way you originally took.” Pointing at a path behind the hill, the Taoist
showed Yuan how to get out. Once again Yuan thanked the Taoist, and
thus the two parted.

Before long, Yuan Zishi reached the exit of the cave. Then he got out
of the cave and saw the light of day. Looking back immediately, he found
that the cave had already been gone. Just at this moment, he saw that
someone was passing by about a hundred paces away from him. Rushing
over to the passer-by, he made inquiries about his way home. He was told
that he was right at the outskirts of Fuzhou. Then he hurriedly raced back
home.

Seeing that Yuan was back home, his family asked, “Where have you
been for these days?” Yuan said, “I left today, and I’m coming back today.
Why do you say ‘for these days’?”” “It is the tenth day of the first month
today. You left on the first day of the first month. Seeing that you didn’t
come back home that night, we thought you must be staying the night at
Xuanyuan’s temple. We went to look for you at the temple, but were told
that you had not been there. We were deeply worried if there would be
anything wrong with you, but Xuanyuan told us everything would be all
right with you, for you still have boundless future happiness.
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Upon hearing his words, we felt a bit relieved. However, as we’ve got
no news at all about you for the last few days, we became extremely
worried. Now you’re back home, and we are so glad to see you back!”
Yuan told his family that, out of grief and indignation, he jumped into the
well in the hope of committing suicide, but it happened to be a dry well
and he failed to kill himself, and in the well he met a Taoist who talked
lots of things with him. Finally Yuan said, “It is often said that days in the
abode of immortals are much longer than ours in this world. I only stayed
half a day in the well, but it turned out to be ten days in the human world.
So this Taoist must be an immortal. What he has said will definitely come
true. We’d better follow his advice and move to Funing. We should not
always keep thinking about the money Miao had borrowed from us.
Otherwise, we’ll be held up by him.” So saying, he told his family to
pack up their things and get ready to leave for Funing.

Then Yuan Zishi went to Xuanyuan’s temple to say goodbye to him as
well as to tell him that he was planning to leave for Funing. Xuanyuan
asked, “Why?” Yuan told him about his encounter with the Taoist in the
well. Stamping his feet, Xuanyuan said, “What a pity you don’t know
who he is! This Taoist is Hibiscus the Immortal! I’ve been practicing
Taoism all my life, but I haven’t been able to have the chance to see
Hibiscus the Immortal. You met him face to face, but you don’t know
him! The immortal’s words are not to be disobeyed. It will be the best
policy for you to move out of this place. I will resort to the mountains
too. If we continue to stay here, we’ll certainly be killed by the soldiers.”
After bidding farewell to Xuanyuan, Yuan returned to his home. Then his
whole family moved to Funing.

During this time the whole country was in disorder and heavy taxes
and corvées were being charged. For this reason, many people abandoned
their houses and fled. After arriving at Funing, Yuan Zishi found an old
shabby house. As the house was in poor condition, he started to have the
house repaired. While he was hoeing up tiles on the ground, there came a
sharp clank. Digging further, a flagstone came into his sight. Lifting it
up, he found that beneath the flagstone were dozens of ingots of silver.
The whole family was overcome with joy at the sight of so much money.
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Fearing that other people might see it, Yuan hid the silver in a box in a
hurry. Turning to his family, Yuan said, “The Taoist told me in the well
that Funing has some predestined relations with me and I’ll be rewarded
for my kindness in lending Miao the money. I think he must be referring
to this money when he said so.” Weighing the silver with the steelyard,
he realized it was exactly three hundred taels. “The Taoist in the well is
really an immortal,” said Yuan. “We can live in this place in peace and
everything will be okay for us.” From then on, Yuan Zishi and his family
settled down in Funing. Being well-fed and well-clad, the whole family
enjoyed a fairly comfortable life.

Some time later, General Zhang Shicheng seized Fuzhou and captured
Chen Youding. All the local officials in Fuzhou were killed. Miao and his
family were killed by General Wang. All of Miao’s family property fell
into the hands of General Wang. At that time Yuan Zishi, together with
his family, was at Funing, so he survived. It had been three years since
Yuan left Fuzhou and what the Taoist said all came true. From this story
we can see clearly that a person’s wealth or property is indeed preordained.
One should never pocket anything that does not belong to him. And it is
perfectly right that good intentions will be always rewarded with good
and evil intentions with evil. The following lines may serve as a conclusion
to this tale:

A momentary thought may bring deities or ghosts,
Let alone the predestined fate decided by a person’s previous existence.
In deed, rich people are stingy by nature.

But the truth is they are often no more than money keepers for others.
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Tea-and-wine Master Xu Kidnaps the Bride
Amid Wedding Festivities
Zheng Ruizhu Voices Grievances
Ending an Unsettled Case
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As a ci poem reads thus:

. A clear morning is shrouded in auspicious atmosphere. Rolling up the bead
curtain, music and singing start in unison. Like fairies from-the fabled abode
of the immortals, the bride and bridegroom in their sedans arrive. Like a
celestial being, a fair young lady gets out of the sedan, thronged by a crowd
of people. Her jade pendants clattering in the light breeze, her tender and
graceful bearing resembles weeping willows. Such a figure could be seen
in Heaven, but rare on the earth.

The bridegroom Liu is young and promising, most talented and good-looking
as if bestowed by Heaven. Alas, who has ever seen such a perfect match? 1211
With cheers and laughter reverberating and lingering in the air, how romantic!
As he establishes his reputation and rises in position the following spring,
the bridegroom’s green ribbons attaching to official seals will override the
sweet green grass. Sharing wealth and honor in peaceful harmony, they will
live to a ripe old age in conjugal bliss.

This ci poem, entitled “Ode to Wedding Celebrations”, was improvised
by Xin Jiaxuan of the Song Dynasty on someone’s wedding occasion. Of
all the happy occasions, the wedding occasion comes first in terms of
busy and bustling activities. There’re some people who take this very
opportunity to fish in troubled waters.

Once a wedding ceremony was being held in a rich family in Wuxing
County of Anji Prefecture. At night, a thief, taking advantage of the
disorder, stole into the wedding chamber and hid himself under the newly-
weds’ bed, hoping to take away things when peace and tranquility returned.
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Unexpectedly, the light in the wedding chamber kept burning till
daybreak. After a moment of lovermaking, the newly-weds kept on talking
endlessly in whispers on the bed about petty and tedious details in the
form of questions and answers. As they reached the height of excitement
during their conversation, they started to make love again. They were
unwilling to go to sleep. The thief under the bed felt very much sickening
at their intimacy, while the couple on the bed didn’t stop talking and
lovemaking. In addition, as the room was brightly lit throughout the night,
panting seemed almost impossible, let alone getting out from under the
bed to steal. Therefore, he had to stay there with patience. When wanting
to pass water, he had to wait until the couple were out of bed at daytime
and then did it at the dark corner under the bed. This situation lasted for
three days and three nights, but still the thief failed to seize a chance to
steal anything. Unable to stand hunger, he got out of the bed one night
desperately regardless of consequences when it seemed tranquil and quiet,
hoping to find his way out.

But he was seen in the lamplight by the servants who were keeping
night watch. “Stop thief!” one shouted. Hearing this, many people got up
and caught him. After he was beaten up, the thief was tied up with ropes
and was told to be taken to the court at daybreak. The thief pleaded, “I
didn’t steal anything. I was wrong to have come in and I’ve received
strikes and kicks for my misdeed. Please spare me and don’t take me to
the court. Please! If you let me go, I'll definitely do whatever I can to
repay for your great kindness!” The master of the house said, “Who wants
you to repay? Evildoers like you only deserve to be taken to the court and
let the officials beat you to death.” The thief said, “If you do not spare
me, I'll tell the court the truth about my coming here. Till then, it will be
late for you to regret.” Seeing he was reluctant to admit the error, the
master found him more hateful and again gave him several slaps on the
face. ‘

On the next morning, the host first reported the matter to the village
authorities and then, together with the village authorities took the thief to
the County Magistrate. As the saying goes, “Thieves are crafty and full
of tricks.” When interrogated, the thief replied calmly, “I’m not a thief.
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Don’t wrong me. Please look into the matter in details, my Lord.” The
County Magistrate asked, “What are you, if not a thief? Why were you
under their bed?” The thief answered, “Actually, I’'m a doctor. The bride
acquired an unmentionable disease in her childhood. When it comes on,
the pain is hard to endure. [’m the only person who can relieve her of her
pain and I’ve got to treat her personally. So I follow her around wherever
she goes. She asked me in secret to stay in her room and treat her with
medicine in case she fell ill. That’s why I was there. But the other members
of her family did not know me. So they took me as a thief.”

The County Magistrate exclaimed, “What nonsense!” The thief said,
“The bride’s name is Ruigu. Her father doted on his children by his
concubine and did not give much care to her. But her mother loved her
very much. Her mother often asked me to go and treat her when she was
suddenly ill with the unmentionable disease. If you bring her to court,
I’'m certain she’ll recognize me. Then you’ll know I’'m not a thief.”

Seeing what he said was reasonable, the County Magistrate somewhat
started to believe him. So he said, “If what you said is true, I will not
wrong a good person. Everything will be settled once we bring the bride
to the court.” It turned out that the thief heard everything the newly-weds
talked about while he was staying under the bed during those three days.
It was true that the bride had an unmentionable disease and often took
medicine while she was at her own home. As she told her husband about
it, the thief kept it in his mind. Bearing a grudge against this family for
their not sparing him in the beginning, the thief made up this story at the
court. He figured that it would not only cover up his crime, but also would
bring disgrace on this family by taking the bride to the court. This was
the thief’s cunning trick. But the County Magistrate was fooled by him
and really asked the bride to appear in court.

The master of this rich family became very much worried. He hurried
to the County Magistrate and asked him to excuse the bride from the
appearance in court. How would the County Magistrate listen to him?
The master of the family added, “I’d rather drop the lawsuit.” Becoming
furious, the County Magistrate shouted, “You sued him for stealing. When
I wanted a witness to appear in court, you told me you were willing to
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withdraw the charge. It’s obvious you were bringing a false charge against
a good person. If you refuse to let the bride face him in court, I'll denounce
you for false accusation.” At his wit’s end, the master regretted, “Had I
known it, I would have let the thief go. Now he’s put me to too much
trouble!”

Seeing the master of the family was in a state of indecision and agony,
an old court attendant inquired him about the matter. The master told him
about it. Then the old attendant said, “It’s not difficult to beat the thief,
only if you could offer me a handsome reward. I'll talk to the County
Magistrate and I can make the thief admit his guilt.” The master promised
to give him ten taels of silver as a reward. The old attendant said to the
County Magistrate, “The wife is newly married. It will be really a disgrace
for her to confront the thief in court. I think you should make allowances
for her, sir.” The County Magistrate asked, “How could I tell if he is a
thief or not if she doesn’t show up?” The old attendant said, “In my humble
opinion, since this thief hid himself in the newly-weds’ bedroom, he must
not know the bride. Instead, he confessed it was the bride who had asked
him secretly to come to her room. Now we do not need to bring the bride
to court. We just get another woman to replace the bride and face the thief
in court. If he doesn’t know the woman, he is a thief. In this way, we can
not only settle the case, but also save the bride’s face.”

Nodding his head, the County Magistrate said, “That’s a very good
idea.” Then the County Magistrate asked the old attendant to bring over a
singsong girl. The singsong girl, dressed up as a woman from a good
family, was taken to the court. The County Magistrate announced in a
loud voice, “Here comes the bride Ruigu.”

Unaware of the identity of the woman, the thief said to her, “Ruigu,
you asked me to stay in your room in case you fell ill. Your father-in-law
took me as a thief and sent me to the court. Why do you keep silent about
it?” The County Magistrate asked, “Are you sure you know Ruigu?” The
thief replied, “Of course I am. We’ve known each other since childhood.”
The County Magistrate said, laughing, “What a cunning thief! I was almost
fooled by you! Actually you do not know Ruigu. How dare you lied she
had invited you to come to her room to cure her of her disease? This
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woman is a singsong girl. Now see her clearly?” The thief was at a loss
for words. The County Magistrate ordered, “Put him to torture!” Till now
the thief had to confess that he didn’t steal anything and begged to be
treated with leniency. The County Magistrate punished him by flogging
him and putting him in a wooden yoke before the public. When this was
done, the chief was set free, because he hadn’t stolen away anything. The
bride of the rich family turned out to be excused from appearing in court.
This is a joke about a newly-married couple.
* * *

Now let’s move to my main story. It is also about a newly-married

couple, who get themselves involved in baffling lawsuits.
Wedding festivities are among the happiest occasions.
But this newly-married couple are put to a sea of trouble.
When would the case be settled
If the net of Heaven hadn’t had large meshes?

In Jiading County of Suzhou Prefecture, Zhili (today’s Jiangsu
Province), there lived a family surnamed Zheng, who maintained a
brokerage profession on a small scale. The family had a daughter called
Ruizhu, whose extraordinary beauty brought such shame to the natural
world that it made fish sink, wild geese fall from the sky, the moon grow
dim and flowers fade to obscurity. She was betrothed to a man named Xie
Sanlang from the same county, and awaited the time to be married. A
fortunate date of the month was chosen, and the family of Xie prepared to
come and carry her away in marriage. Three days before that date, Ruizhu
needed her hair styled. Her father decided to bring in a hairdresser.

The local convention at that time was that an ordinary family with a
daughter to be married usually hired a man to do the make-up. There was
a young man called Xu Da, who was indecent, vicious and full of lust. He
had set his mind on finding out which families had pretty girls. To satisfy
his desire to ogle such pretty young ladies, he made a special effort to
learn the trade of hairdressing so that he could be allowed into the rooms
of women. He also went through training to work as a Tea-and-wine Master
so that he could leer at the brides. What was a Tea-and-wine Master? He
was a master of ceremony. At the wedding ceremony the master usually
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stood aside, calling out, “Please have some tea,” and “Please have some
wine.” That was why he was called “Tea-and-wine Master.” By doing
these two kinds of work, Xu Da could have the chance to get close to
women. The Zhengs asked him to do the make-up for their daughter,
Ruizhu.

Xu Da arrived at the Zhengs’ with combs and other tools, and went
straight into the room of Ruizhu. He had never seen her before. Now he
had the chance to see her clearly as he worked on her face. The sight of
her beauty filled him with lust. While working on her hair, he turned and
bent, sending lecherous glances toward her. His body, like a snowman
near fire, was half-melted. If there had been no other people around at
that moment, he would have cuddled and touched her for a while. Ruizhu’s
father, seeing all this, realized Xu Da’s evil intentions. No sooner had Xu
Da finished than he ordered him to get out of the room.

Xu Da was fully aroused, and returned home with the girl constantly
on his mind. Knowing that she was marrying into the family of Xie, he
managed to obtain the job of working as the Tea-and-wine Master on the
day of Ruizhu’s wedding. On that day, Zheng Ruizhu’s father took his
daughter to the bridegroom’s home and saw that the master of ceremony
coming out to greet them was none other than Xu Da, who had styled his
daughter’s hair a couple of days before. Surprised, he said to himself, “I
didn’t know he would be here too!” As the bride rose from the sedan
chair and greetings were exchanged, Xu Da struggled for glimpses of
her, thinking of nothing else. The ritual calls he uttered as the Tea-and-
wine Master became mumbled and muddled. As a result the ceremony
proceeded in total disorder.

Wagging his tongue at random, he asked the bride to call her father-in-law
mother-in-law. Totally absent minded, he instructed the bride and groom
to rise when it was time to do obeisance to the seniors. The groom’s father-
in-law was again asked to receive kowtows when the groom had made kowtows
to his father-in-law. The groom’s parents were again asked to receive bows
when the bride and groom had performed the ritual. Totally ignoring groom,
Xu Da only fixed his greedy eyes on the bride.

At Xu’s confusing orders the bride made many greetings until the
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wedding ceremony was over and the bride retired to her bedroom. The
next item on the agenda was to entertain the relatives and friends with a
wedding feast. The family of Xie, not very rich, was short-handed. So
Xie, the father, and Xie Sanlang, the bridegroom, had to be in the main
room with the merrymaking guests. Back in the kitchen, the mother
personally directed two woman servants in fixing drinks of wine. A couple
of managers looked after the party, and they were always in a rush. Xu
Da was supposed to perform the rite proceedings.

When the guests were all seated awaiting his calls of “please have
your soup” and “please have your drink,” Xu Da disappeared. After two
or three trips were made delivering soup to the guests, the host himself
had to replace Xu Da in the performance of rite. Toward the end of the
feast, they saw Xu Da come out from behind, all in a fluster, to make a
few calls. As the party was about to be dismissed, Old Man Xie, having
become unhappy with this Tea-and-wine Master’s demeanor, wanted to
call him in for a scolding, but Xu Da was nowhere to be found. One of the
managers of the ceremony said, “He went to the front a moment ago.”
Old Man Xie complained, “Why did we hire such an irresponsible person?
How negligent he is!” Unable to wait any longer for the Tea-and-wine
Master to come and perform the rites, he had to express his thanks to the
guests personally.

Meanwhile, as Xie Sanlang went to his bridal chamber, he was surprised
to find his bride was not there. Thinking she might have gone to sleep, he
lifted the bed-drapes only to discover an empty bed. Looking around, he
still found no sign of her. He rushed to the kitchen and asked the people
there where she might be. They shouted at him, “We’ve been busy here
with kitchen work. After the wedding ceremony, the bride was alone in
her room. Why are you coming to ask us?”” Sanlang called over the house
retainers and together they searched everywhere in the house. As they
came to the rear gate of the house, they found it locked. Then they went
back to the main hall and told everybody there about the strange turn of
events. The whole family was panic-stricken and became very much
distressed.

One of the house retainers said, “This Tea-and-wine Master has not
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been an honest one. When he was making the ritual calls, he was absent
minded and his eyes were fastened on the bride. And he failed to show up
twice this evening. Now he’s even disappeared. Did he work out some
plan and steal the bride?”” Old Man Zheng said, “The Tea-and-wine Master
was not a decent person. The other day when my daughter needed her
hair styled, it was he who came and did the work. I noticed his despicable
behavior and I loathed him very much. I was surprised that you had hired
him as the Tea-and-wine Master.”

The servant who came with the family of Zheng said, “He originally
was a good-for-nothing street ruffian. He only learned hairdressing and
directing nuptial routines not long ago, so that he could spend his days
bluffing his way around. I think there must be some reason for his sudden
disappearance. He won’t go far. Let’s go and hunt for him.” The house
retainers of the family of Xie said, “If he kidnapped the bride from her
room, he had to take her out through the rear gate. A moment ago we saw
that the rear gate was well locked, he must have come back to secure it
from the inside. That is clear. And that is why he showed up the last time
we saw him. He must have gone outside the front gate and into the rear
alley. That’s why we don’t see him now. It’s unquestionable that he had
taken her away.” The bridegroom’s family had torches available in the
house. With torches lit, the servants of the two families and their masters,
totaling about ten persons, each with a torch in hand, opened the rear gate
and hurried down the alley.

It turned out that this alley behind Xie’s house was straight without
curves or forks. The torches illuminated the alley as clearly as if it were
broad daylight. Three men could be seen walking ahead a little distance
away. Later two of them were gone, leaving the last one on the road. The
group hurried to catch up with him. Under the torchlight, they could see
that it was indeed the Tea-and-wine Master Xu Da.

They asked him, “Why are you out here?”” Xu Da answered, “I’ve got
some business to attend to, so I left for home without staying through to
the end of the party.” The men asked, “Since you wanted to go home,
why didn’t you let the host know? Apart from this, you were not seen at
the party for quite some time tonight, but you’re now here in the alley
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walking. Are you really heading home? You’d better tell us the truth.
Where did you take the bride to?” Xu Da answered evasively, “The bride
should be in your home. Am I, a Tea-and-wine Master, supposed to look
after her?” The men struck and shoved him, yelling, “Bring this villain
home and torture him to make him tell us the truth!”

They escorted him back to the Xies’ home. The host, the bride’s father
and the bridegroom interrogated him for a while, but Xu Da categorically
denied any knowledge of the bride’s whereabouts. Then they said, “What
a hardened, deceptive bag of shit! He won’t yield anything to our
interrogation today. Fasten him to a post, and take him to the county
yamen tomorrow. Will he refuse to tell the truth to the authorities as well?”
So they tied him up and waited until the next day. At the time the most
disappointed one was Xie Sanlang.

He’s got no way of making love,

Though he has got himself ready for the wedding night.
He has to sleep alone in the bridal chamber,

Though he is the groom

Surrounding Xu Da, the men babbled and prattled all night, some
intimidating him and others trying to persuade him. How could they get
any sleep? Xu Da simply remained silent on the matter.

Soon it was well into the morning. The father and son and the Xie
family told the servants to take Xu Da, with a written complaint, to the
county yamen for prosecution. Upon hearing the accusation, the County
Magistrate was shocked and said, “Did such a thing really happen?” Then
he questioned Xu Da, “Where did you take Zheng Ruizhu to?” Xu Da
replied, “I was the Tea-and-wine Master at the wedding. | was in charge
of the performance of rites. How can I know where the bride is?” Then
Old Man Xie recounted the story of how Xu Da had left without saying
goodbye and how he had been caught in the alley later that night.

The County Magistrate shouted loudly, “Put him to torture!”” Though
a rogue, Xu Da was weak-willed and could not stand the torture. He
equivocated with a few words at first and then yielded to the physical
pain by saying, “When doing the hairdressing the other day, [ was attracted
to the girl’s beauty and started to harbor an evil plan. After I learned that
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she was to be married to the Xie family, I decided to get the job of Tea-
and-wine Master at the wedding. I and another two men plotted in advance
that they would wait outside the rear gate in the evening. As the bride
completed her wedding rituals and the feast began in the main room, I
went inside and saw that the bride was sitting alone in the room. I lied to
her by telling her that she had other wedding rites to perform. So she
came out with me. She didn’t know her way in the house and so I led her
to the rear gate and pushed her out to the two men waiting there. The
bride wanted to cry out but I quickly locked the rear gate and came back
to the front. Then I went out the front gate, ran to the alley at the back of
the house and caught up with the two men. As we were about to make off,
we saw torches flashing behind us. We knew we were being pursued. The
two men left me in desperation and ran away. 1 had the bride with me and
so I couldn’t get away. It happened that there was a dry well by the
roadside. I hastily lifted her up and dropped her into the well. But I was
caught by the men and brought here in front of you. The bride is still in
the well. That’s all I can tell you.”

The County Magistrate asked him, “But why did you not tell the truth
while you were in their home?” Xu Da answered, “I thought I could get
away with 1t, and later I could take her out of the well to enjoy her. But
now I couldn’t bear the torture and had to tell the truth.” Then the County
Magistrate had his words recorded. He told a runner to escort Xu Da,
with the two families of Zheng and Xie, to the well, saying, “Go to the
well to check on his words and report back to me at once.”

The group of people arrived at the well. Old Man Zheng looked down
into it. It was pitch-dark and quiet at the bottom. Thinking that his daughter
might have died by now, he grabbed Xu Da and dealt him a few sound
blows, saying, “You killed my daughter. You must pay with your life!”
The rest stopped him by saying, “Let’s get her body out first. Stop beating
him. The law will mete out his punishment.” But Old Man Zheng was
frantic and vengeful. He began to bite Xu Da and would not let go of his
flesh. Xu Da screamed painfuily like a pig being slaughtered. Meanwhile,
Old Man Xie told the servants get a bamboo basket and a rope ready.
Someone had to go down into the well. A brave soul from among the
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servants fastened the rope around his body and slid down to the bottom.
He found no water there but touched something with his hand. It was
indeed a human body lying on the ground. He pushed at it, but it remained
motionless. He lifted it up with his arms and put it into the basket, which
was pulled up out of the well.

The men were shocked to see that it was not the bride at all, but a
thickly-bearded man with biood all over his body and his head split open.
They were all stunned at the sight of this. Old Man Zheng gave Xu Da
another slap, saying, “What do you have to say about this?”” However the
sight also frightened Xu Da out of his wits. Old Man Xie said, “What the
hell is this bizarre thing?”” Then he called to the man down in the well, “Is
there anybody else down there?” The man answered, “Nobody else. Please
get me out of here.” They threw down the rope and pulled him out. Then
they asked him, “What else did you see down there?”

He replied, “Only rocks. It’s a dry well. I picked up that person in the
dark, but I didn’t know whether it was alive or dead. Is it the bride?” The
men told him, “No, it’s a dead man with a beard, not the bride at all.
Look, it’s over there.” Then the runner said, “Don’t waste time talking
nonsense! Let’s go back and report to the County Magistrate. I think this
guy is the only source for locating the bride’s whereabouts.” Old Man
Zheng and Old Man Xie said, “Exactly!” So they left someone to take
care of the body and the rest of them went back with the runner to report
to the County Magistrate.

The County Magistrate said to Xu Da, “You told us that you dropped
Zheng Ruizhu into the well. Now we find it’s a man’s body instead. Tell
me where Zheng Ruizhu is and where this man’s body came from?” Xu
Da answered, “I saw people coming after me. It is true that I pushed the
bride into the well. But now it has become a man’s body. I’m confused
t00.” Then the County Magistrate asked, ““You had two fellows to work
with you. What are their names? They must be tied in with this matter?”
Xu Da replied, “One of them is called Zhang Yin and the other Li Mao.”
The County Magistrate wrote down the names and addresses and sent
men to arrest them. ‘

To capture the two was as easy as picking up a turtle bottled in a jar.
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As they were brought in, each was placed in a leg-clamp. They
immediately confessed. “Xu Da asked us to wait outside the rear gate
that night,” they said. “Later we saw him push the bride out. We carried
her on our backs and started to run. He came up from behind. As we were
getting away, we saw torches blazing away behind us and men clamoring.
We were scared, so we left the bride with Xu Da and fled in desperation.
As to what happened afterwards, we have no idea.” Then they turned to
Xu Da and asked, “Where did you take the bride to? Why don’t you give
her up now? We have to bear punishment for you!” Xu Da couldn’t say
anything. The County Magistrate, pointing at Xu Da, said, “You slippery
slave are the only source of the truth!” Then he called loudly, “More
torture to him!” Xu Da only cried desperately, saying, “I deserve death.”
He told his story again up to the part where he dropped the bride into the
well, but he could not go any further.

The County Magistrate then asked the fathers of the two families and
the matchmaker to visit their neighbors and make a thorough investigation.
Those neighbors who were asked had no knowledge of the incident, so
they provided no clues, and were unable to identify the dead body. The
County Magistrate posted a notice announcing the finding of an
unidentified body, but no one emerged to claim it. The families of Zheng
and Xie offered a reward from their own money for anyone who could
give a clue about Zheng Ruizhu’s whereabouts, and the County Magistrate
prepared notices for them. But no news emerged. Unable to close the
case, the County Magistrate threw Xu Da into jail and took him out every
five days for further interrogation. Xie Sanlang was worried and kept
pushing for action. The County Magistrate did his best but still couldn’t
force any additional information out of Xu Da, even after repeated
floggings. Xu Da had begun with sinister motives but now ended up in a
quandary, hopelessly unable to free himself from suffering. So he lived
in trepidation through the cycle of five-day thrashings. The case lingered
on with neither any clue for further action nor any way of solving it. We
will now leave it for the moment.

As for Zheng Ruizhu, when she was taken by Xu Da that night to the
back gate of the house, she was handed over to the other two men. Seeing
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the gate was bolted, she realized she had fallen into the hands of villains.
She wanted to yell for help, but since she was just married into this family,
she didn’t yet know any of their names and so couldn’t call to them. She
hastily let out two shouts of “Help!” but they raised no attention. The two
men carried her on their backs and raced away. She was terrified. Then
they suddenly saw that fhey were being chased from behind. They set her
on the ground and fled. Xu Da then grabbed her and pushed her down to
the well. It was dry at the bottom and not deep. She stumbled but was not
injured. She heard people talking and yelling outside the well and realized
they were from her own family looking for her. The torches lit up the
area, shedding some light into the well. Zheng Ruizhu cried “Help!” at
the top of her voice.

However the men had by now seized Xu Da who kept squalling so
loudly. So nobody could hear her. The bride had a soft voice and was
down in the well, so her cries were drowned out. A moment later the men
took Xu Da away and their talking and yelling gradually died down in the
distance. Zheng Ruizhu lost hope and burst into weeping. Later as the
day began to dawn, Zheng Ruizhu thought to herself, “There should be
someone up there coming and going by now.” So she shouted “Help!”
several times, and then broke into howling again. It so happened that
there were indeed two men passing by the well. Because of their arrival:

A traveler became a ghost deep down in a well;
A bride was made a stranger’s wife far away from home.

The two men were traveling merchants from the Qixian County in
Kaifeng Prefecture, Henan. One was called Zhao Shen and the other Qian
Si. They had joined forces by putting their money together and had come
to the region of Suzhou and Songjiang to do business. Afier obtaining a
huge profit, they were now on their way home. As they accidentally passed
by this place, they heard the shouting and weeping coming from inside
the well. They walked over to the mouth of the well and 1ooked down. In
the bright daylight, they faintly saw a woman in the well. Then they called,
“Who are you down there?” The answer came up, “I’m a bride kidnapped
by some bandits. They threw me down here. Please help me out. You’ll
surely get a huge reward once I’m back home.” The two men then talked
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to each other. “The old saying goes, ‘saving a life is a deed more
meritorious than building a seven-tiered Buddhist pagoda.’ In addition
it’s a woman. How can she get out by herself? Without help, she will
definitely die. It’s our good luck to come across her. We’ve got a long
rope in our baggage. Let’s go down and get her out.”

Zhao Shen said, “I’m skinny and light. Let me go down.” Qian Si
said, “I’m large and heavy, not fit for this kind of work. I’ll stay up here
and pull the end of the rope, expending some physical labor.” That was
the beginning of Zhao Shen’s doom. He was delighted at the sight of a
woman. Rubbing his fists and rolling up his sleeves, he tied the rope
around his waist and then held onto it with both hands. With one foot
stepping on one end of the rope, Qian Si clutched the rope in his hands
and slowly let Zhao Shen slide down. As Zhao Shen reached the bottom,
he could see there was no water there. Relaxing himself, he said to Zheng
Ruizhu, “Let me get you out of here.” Zheng Ruizhu replied, “I’m deeply
grateful to your kindness.” Then Zhao Shen untied the rope from his
waist and tied it around hers the same way he had for himself. He said to
her, “Don’t panic. Just hold the rope tightly and the man up there will
hoist you up. The rope has been tied fast and you won’t slip. Once you’re
out, pull me up.” Eager to get out, Zheng Ruizhu summoned up her courage
and grasped the rope. At the mouth of the well, Qian Si could see the rope
getting tight and knew that someone was hanging at the other end of it.
So he made one strenuous effort after another and pulled her out. Then he
saw in front of him a beautiful young lady:

Despite the disheveled hair and displaced hairpins,

She was the beauty second to none.

Unexpectedly she rose from the well,

Like a narrow escape from the palace of the Dragon King.

A person should keep away from selfish desires. If such a desire seizes
one’s mind, the person may commit an atrocious crime. Originally Qian
Si and Zhao Shen had agreed to save the woman. That was a worthy
motive. After the woman was pulled out of the well and turned out to be
a beauty, the idea of seizing all the gain flashed into Qian Si’s mind. He
thought to himself, “If Zhao Shen gets out of the well, he will surely want
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to take a share of the profit. Then I can’t expect to enjoy the young lady
all by myself. Besides, he has plenty of money in his bag. His life is now
in my hands. If I kill him, this young lady and his money will both be
mine.” As these sinful thoughts turned in his mind, he heard a shout coming
from inside the well, “Why don’t you toss down the rope for me?” Qian
Si hardened his heart and said aloud, “Kill him!” Then he picked up a big
rock by the side of the well and flung it in, shouting, “Get it!” Alas, Zhao
Shen had anxiously been waiting for the rope to come down, but he never
thought it would be a rock thrown down instead. With no preparation to
dodge it, he was hit on the skull. His skull was shattered and he was
killed immediately.

After Zheng Ruizhu was rescued, she adjusted her clothes and pulled
herself together. But when she saw what Qian Si had done, her heart
leaped into her mouth and she mumbled repeatedly, “May Buddha preserve
me!” Qian Si said to her, “Don’t worry. He is my foe. That’s why I coaxed
him into going down the well and then killed him.” Zheng Ruizhu thought
to herself, “Your foe but my savior!” However, she dared not express her
feelings. She only begged Qian Si to take her back home. He responded,
“What a daydream! I went out of my way to get you out of the well. Now
you’re mine. I come from Kaifang of Henan. Come with me to my home
and be my wife. You’ll enjoy plenty of wealth. Come on, let’s go!”” Zheng
Ruizhu was completely at a loss. She couldn’t tell where the road led to
and whether it was close or faraway from her home. With no one around
that she knew, she didn’t know what to do next. But Qian Si pushed her
by saying, “If you reject me, I’ll throw you down into the well again and
kill you with a rock, too! Did you see what happened to that man?” Zheng
Ruizhu, in great fear and unable to do otherwise, was led away by him, It
was exactly:

No sooner had she got free of lechers’ jaws

Than she fell into a lecher’s claws.

Knowing he was not a man with whom to consort
She only followed him as the last resort.

On their way Qian Si told Zheng Ruizhu, “Once we’re home and you
meet my family members, tell them you’re from Suzhou. If people ask
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about Zhao Shen, the dead man, tell them he’s still in Suzhou.”

A few days later, they arrived at Qian Si’s home in Qixian County.
Zheng Ruizhu was surprised to find out that Qian Si had a wife by the
name of Wan, with the pet name Chonger. A vicious woman, Chonger
showed her true nature immediately after meeting Zheng Ruizhu. She
bullied Ruizhu in every way she could. She stripped Zheng Ruizhu of her
jewels and the clothes she wore and had her put on a coarse dress. She
made her carry out all the harsh household chores alone. When Ruizhu
failed to meet any requirement, a beating ensued. Zheng Ruizhu said,
“I’m not married to your family. You didn’t pay any silver to get me here.
I was brought here by force. Why are you beating me so cruelly?” Wan
Chonger didn’t listen to her complaints. She didn’t even bother to find
out Ruizhu’s background. Chonger assumed that she was a concubine
and so she was subjected to jealousy and cruelty. Wan Chonger was
notorious for her odious conduct and the other women in her neighborhood
all reproached her for it. A woman living nearby often felt indignant on
Ruizhu’s behalf when she saw Chonger beat Zheng Ruizhu so ferociously.
One day a woman neighbor overheard Zheng Ruizhu’s complaints. The
woman mused, “The girl is not married, nor was she bought. Then she
must have been abducted. Such a wicked deed must have ruined someone’s
daughter!” She kept this in mind.

Some time later, Qian Si was out for business. Zheng Ruizhu came to
the woman’s home to borrow a bucket with which to fetch water. The
neighbor woman asked her to stay for a while. Then she asked Ruizhu, “I
can see that you come from a decent family. But why did your parents
marry you off so far from home and let you suffer such cruelty?”” Zheng
Ruizhu wept and said, “How could my parents have married me here?”
So the woman asked, “Then how have you come here?”

Zheng Ruizhu told the story of her betrothal to the family of Xie, her
abduction at the wedding night and being flung into the well. The neighbor
asked, “Was it because Qian Si saved you from the well that you came
with him?” Zheng Ruizhu replied, “No, it was another man who went
down into the well and saved my life. What a bad fortune that man had!
He thought that once I got out he would be pulled up with the rope. Nobody
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could have known that Qian Si would be so treacherous and cruel. He
threw a big rock into the well and killed that man. Then he dragged me
away by force. At that moment I was lost. I also feared he would kill me.
Besides, he told me that I would be his wife after I came to his home. I
really didn’t know that I would sink into such a wretched sate and suffer
from such cruelty!”

The neighbor woman said, “Originally Qian Si went with a Zhao from
our neighbor village on a business tour. But Zhao hasn’t come back till
today. The Zhaos asked your man about Zhao’s whereabouts and got the
reply that he was still in Suzhou. The Zhao family took Qian Si’s words
for granted. Now on the basis of what you just told me, I believe that the
man who went down into the well to save you and later got killed must be
Zhao. Young lady, why not report this event to the yamen so that you will
be sent back home and be able to free yourself from such suffering?”
Zheng Ruizhu replied, “I’m afraid that, since I came here with him, I may
bear the responsibility for an offense as well.” The neighbor said, “No,
you’re a woman who was kidnapped. What offense did you commit? I'm
going to let the Zhao family know about the truth. They will definitely
sue the murderer. Then I’1] write a statement for you so you can take it to
the yamen. As long as you tell truth, I can guarantee you’ll be free of
accusation and able to go back to your family.” Zheng Ruizhu said, “If
that’s the case, I will be able to renew my decent life.”

After they agreed to this, the neighbor woman left to tell the Zhaos
about this matter. At the same time as the family of Zhao filed a lawsuit,
Zheng Ruizhu turned in her statement to the county yamen. The County
Magistrate of Qixian questioned Zheng Ruizhu about her statement and
then sent runners to arrest Qian Si and bring him to the court. Qian Si
gave an evasive answer to the court’s questioning, but Zheng Ruizhu
offered irrefutable details that dashed Qian Si’s elusive attempts. Qian Si
cursed Zheng Ruizhu, saying, “I saved your life. But you’re damning me
in return!” Zheng Ruizhu said, “That man saved my life. Why did you
kill him?” Qian Si was thus silenced. The Zhao family requested that the
murderer pay with his own life.

The County Magistrate said, “The murder is admitted, but it is based




1244

XERARIR, XA EE MG BIE, BEREFES
A, PEMERER, BXBRFRAERRE, 1T AEXE
R E BRI T . AT RBEREST 7 =1k, Ik
R, B AR, sh2MEhE T RR. AE5HE
ARBILAHET AL R —EEBCE, & TKE, ££-TA
Z IR MR EE XK,

& HIEET HEbEZ M, FemBir e aas, i
ARELELE, JFERFICERIZE NS T30, ARSI itk &,
B—mid. MESRESR, BBEN, REHL—F, AERX
MREZRBEER, RAFEMINERTIN., KIHE: “XERHK
MER] BAFARITT 20, RAERER? ELER
27 " MBRR, FREE: “RALINMGFBEN? 7 BRikiE.
SEANTERFEREZIFA, AHEHEEBDAT.” mBhing
. HXEHE! T MORRBERT, — 4, AEZkERE
UL T 3o FIE IR ICE—RIF, HHAHTHHHIET)
B, B E R EmBUR R E, SFEANRIRA LB R
R, ZRAERPOIIT ST, FER EW IR, I B 2,



on verbal statements only, without any evidence or a body. So the case
can’t be settled. The murder was committed in Jiading County, and Zheng
Ruizhu comes from that county. That is where the dead body is, too.
What I can do here is to record all oral statements and send them together
with persons concerned to Jiading County. This case can be concluded
there.” Then he had Qian Si flogged with thirty strokes and shut behind
bars. Zheng Ruizhu was released on a surety bond completed on her behalf
by the neighbor woman. Zheng Ruizhu was happy that she was able to
leave that brutal Wan Chonger. The County Magistrate established a
lawsuit file, signed the order to escort the prisoner on a long journey, and
sent this group of concerned persons to Jiading County of Suzhou
Prefecture.

The day that the group arrived in Jiading was the day scheduled for
the regular interrogation of Xu Da. As the Jiading County Magistrate had
Xu Da brought into court, the runner from Qixian of Kaifeng Prefecture
handed in the lawsuit file. The Jiading County Magistrate at once called
out the names listed in the file. When the roll-call got down to the name
of Zheng Ruizhu, she answered. Looking up, Xu Da realized she was the
one who had disappeared, the one he had seen clearly when doing her
hair. He shouted loudly, “She’s exactly the one my life hinges on! I don’t
know how many beatings I’ve received because of you. Where have you
been? You’re not a ghost, are you?” On hearing this, the County Magistrate
asked Xu Da, “How do you know this woman?”” Xu Da replied, “This is
the bride who was in the well. Now you needn’t torture me for her
whereabouts.”

The County Magistrate was astonished, saying, “What a strange thing!”
So he called Zheng Ruizhu to the front and questioned her closely. Zheng
Ruizhu retold her story in detail. Then the County Magistrate went over
the lawsuit file and came to the conclusion that the dead body in the well
was that of Zhao Shen who was deliberately killed by Qian Si. He ordered
that Zhao Shen’s body be brought in and examined by the coroner. The
coroner’s verdict showed that a fractured skull, caused by the striking of
a rock, had led to the death of the man. Thus the County Magistrate
convicted Qian Si of a capital crime. Xu Da was involved in the abduction,
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and the one who initiated the plot, although it eventually failed. So a
three-year imprisonment was given to him. Zhang Yin and Li Mao, his
accomplices, were flogged with a stick in the light of their individual
offenses. The judge said that Zheng Ruizhu suffered from misfortune
and, with a verdict of innocence, should be returned to her husband, Xie
Sanlang. Zhao Shen’s body could be claimed and buried by his family
members. After the burial, which took place away from his native place,
the family was allowed to leave for home.

The verdict having been delivered thus, the County Magistrate said
with smile, “If they had not solved the case there in Qixian and sent these
two persons here, this unsettled legal matter would have never been
closed.” The news circulated quickly in Jiading County. Poor Xie Sanlang
lost his bride on the wedding night and did not get her back until then, but
she was no longer a virgin. Two human lives were lost in the event. All
the bad fortune originated in a man’s styling hair for a girl. Hence a strict
watch on outsider men should be maintained.

How should a man style hair for a girl?

Evil and murderous intentions suddenly occur
to a young ruffian.

Once a darling bud of May the girl was,

But now a faded woman ruthlessly trampled.
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Tale 26

A Muddle-headed Instructor Is Mistreated
by His Pampered Daughters
A Once Poor Scholar Finances His Instructor
for a Happy Old Age

A poem reads thus:
The sun rises full and bright.
An instructor’s dish shines brightly in the sunlight.
What is it in the dish?
Nothing but alfalfa piled up in a mess.

A Tang-dynasty poet named Xue Wenguang composed these lines to
express his poor living conditions while he held a civilian official post.
All officials, including the lowest-ranking officials like storehouse keepers
or bailiffs who are in charge of local public security, can get some extra
money in one way or another. But school instructors are in charge of poor
scholars. Those poor scholars who mind their manners sometimes will
pay some courtesy calls to their school instructors, but those who are
lacking in manners will never show up all the year round. What
associations and dealings will school instructors and poor scholars have
between each other? So,teaching profession always offers relatively few
comforts.. However, there are also special occasions when the wheel of
fortune turns in their favor if they happen to meet some good students
who may turn out to be of great help to them. After all, it is a matter of
luck.

Once there was a scholar living on a government stipend in Wenzhou,
Zhejiang. The scholar’s name was Han Zanqing. Having failed to pass
the imperial examinations time and again to become an official, Han was
finally recommended by the local government to make further studies at
the national capital. Upon graduation, he was assigned to a county school
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in Guangdong to be an instructor. Because this county school was very
close to the sea, none of those who had been assigned this post went there
to assume office.

Actually it was only an official post in name. It was true there were
dozens of scholars registered in this school, but they could read and write
very few characters. They would change into their scholar’s long robes
and return to the school only when their superiors came to visit the school.
On ordinary days they would put out to sea to do business. There were
several tumbledown houses in the school. But when this school was
founded was unknown to everyone. In one of the houses lived the school
director who only attended to the registers. Having nothing to do all the
day long, the school director joined the scholars in doing business too.
Presumably, it was a school. Han Zanging was appointed the instructor
of this school. What lousy luck!

A person who had been to Guangdong knew the details of the inside
story and thus told Han Zanqing the true state of the affair. Upon hearing
this bad news, Han’s whole family was thrown into utter despair. As his
family had lived in abject poverty, Han studied extremely hard for years
in the hope of becoming an official and earning some money. He never
expected he would be appointed to such an official post. Feeling at a loss
what to do, he thought in his mind, “What should I do about it? A poor
scholar can achieve nothing except becoming an official. Since the imperial
court has set up such a post, it must be of some specific use. At present,
an official post is just within my reach. Could this official post be really
unsuitable to me and just designated to fool people? Or it might be also
possible that people are filled with doubts and misgivings. Anyway I have
nothing to attend to at present. Why not have a try? It’s also possible I’ll
meet a considerate official who’ll show some mercy to me by assigning
me to some other post. After all it will be better than stay idle at home.”
Thus he decided to go to Guangdong to take office. His family and relatives
tried hard to stop him, but he refused to listen to them. After borrowing
some money for the journey, he bade his family farewell and set out for
Guangdong.

While he was passing the provincial capital, Han met some of his
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superiors. They all said to Han, “It’s not sensible to go there. Better stay
in the capital city for a few days and wait for a different assignment.”
Han said, “Since I’ve been assigned to teach there, there is no reason for
me not to go there to perform my duties. I’'m determined to go there and
have a try.” Upon hearing this, his superiors all derided him for being
pedantic. Ignoring others’ suggestions, Han made his way to Guangdong
to take office.

Arriving at the county school by the sea, Han came to the school director
and showed him the letter of appointment issued by the Ministry of Civil
Personnel. Greatly shocked by Han’s appearance, the school director said,
“Why have you come to such a place?” Han replied, “The imperial court
has appointed me as the instructor of this county school. How can I go to
some other place but this one?” The school director explained, “The
customary practice is that those who are appointed the position of instructor
in this school put themselves up in the provincial capital instead of coming
to this school in person. They just write us a note to inform us of this
matter and we accordingly send them a name list of the xiucais studying
in this school along with some tips. And that’s all. They go to the county
yamen to take their salaries and we’re not responsible for this. What
promotions they will get in the future often remains unknown to us. So,
your arrival at this school is really a big surprise to me.”

Han said, “Being the instructor of this school, I must take care of the
school administration. Bring some xiucais here to see me!” Not daring to
cold-shoulder him, the school director hurriedly took his leave and told
some aged xiucais about this matter. Hearing the news, one aged xiucai
said, “How strange! How strange! An instructor has come to our school!”
The news spread from mouth to mouth and soon over a dozen of xiucais
knew about it. They gathered together and said, “Since an instructor has
come to our school, we must treat him with due respect.” Thus decided,
they all came to call on Instructor Han to pay their respects.

After some usual polite small talks, Han asked them about their studies.
The xiucais only smiled at each other. Some experienced aged xiucais
answered, “Please don’t stand on ceremony, sir. To be frank, we all grow
up by the sea, and we all put out to sea to do business. In order to refrain
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us from making mischief on land, the authorities asked us to wear xiucai
robes and made us become xiucais in name. Apart from making vocal
responses with bows and knowing how to write a few characters, we
actually know nothing about the Confucian doctrines. So, no instructors
have ever visited our school. It is inadvisable for you to stay here for
long, sir. But now that you’ve taken all the trouble to get here, we won’t
let you leave empty handed. Just set your mind at rest and stay here for a
few days. We’ll put out to sea and come back to see you in five days and
then see you off. It is a matter of luck whether a good fortune will come
your way or not.”” Having finished these words, the xiucais scattered in a
rush. Dumbfounded to hear this, Han could not utter a single word. With
the help of the school director, Han found a house and put himself up for
the time being.

Within five days, the xiucais returned. “You’re really lucky, sir!” said
the xiucais. “We made a good deal in the past five days and we made as
much money as five thousand taels of silver. It will be enough to support
you for the rest of your life. As we’ve made a promise earlier, we do not
dare to keep a single piece of silver to ourselves. Now we give this money
to you in full to express our filial respect. It is advisable that now you get
your things packed and go back home.” This large amount of silver gave
Han a start. “Thank you all for your great kindness,” said Han. “But how
can I take so much silver home with me?” The xiucais answered, “Don’t
worry about it. We’ll go along with you and help you take the silver and
see you out of Guangdong. It will be perfectly safe.” Han said, “My family
is poverty stricken, so I had no other choice but come here to take office.
I never expected to meet such kindhearted xiucais like you.” The xiucais
answered, “We’ve never seen any instructors before. We deeply appreciate
it that you’ve taken so much trouble to get to our school. So we see it as
our duty to present you some silver. But we don’t think it necessary for
later instructors to come here in the future.”

Finishing these words, all the xiucais started to help Han get packed.
Then they made preparations for the journey both by land and water,
getting ready a carriage, a boat and other things needed. Four to five
xiucais set out for the journey along with Han and escorted him all the
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way till they were traveling on the boat. While traveling by water, some
dubious characters moved close to Han’s boat and looked at Han from
head to toe. Seeing this, the xiucais mumbled a few words, which was
illegible to Han, towards these people and gave them a wink, and then
these dubious men left. When they were out of Guangdong,the xiucais
said goodbye to Han when they believed that the journey ahead of him
was completely peaceful. After expressing a thousand thanks for the
xiucais, Han returned home with a big fortune and became a rich man.
This shows that fortune will be smiling at anyone who is in good luck,
and this poor instructor Han has set us a good example.

Why have I babbled on Instructor Han for such a long while? It is
because I have a story about another instructor to tell you. This instructor
ended up in utter destitution, and at the expiration of his term of office he
suffered a lot of maltreatment from his own family. However, as it turned
out later, one of his former students gave him enormous financial help
and won honor for him. Now I’d like to have your patience.

Human relationships are but paper-thin.
Social connections are as loose as they could be.
Only money talks,
Even though between parents and children.
* * *

Once there was a scholar living on a government stipend in the area of
Qianlou near Taihu Lake, in Huzhou Prefecture, Zhejiang. The scholar’s
name was Gao Guang and his formal name was Yuxi. Honest and upright
as he was, he had a stubborn character. He had three daughters who were
all married. His wife was dead and he had no son. But he did have a
nephew by the name of Gao Wenming, who lived in a separate house and
was quite wealthy. Gao Yuxi lived in a house that had been handed down
to him from earlier generations. In fact his nephew was also entitled to
part of the estate. However, since Wenming had earned a great deal of
money, he thought he deserved better housing, given the fact that the old
house was crumbling and repairs would not be easy. Therefore the nephew
Wenming bought a good house and lived separately from his uncle. In
terms of the rights of succession, Gao Yuxi’s property should go to his
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nephew Wenming after his death since he had no son. But Gao Yuxi
deliberately avoided mentioning this matter. Besides, Gao Yuxi naturally
was partial to his three flesh-and-blood daughters. Some of his savings
from teaching and other earnings were gradually given to them. Later, on
the official recommendation of the imperial court, he was granted a
teaching position in Feixian County of Shandong. Afterwards he moved
to Yizhou and was promoted to be the Prefect of Dongchang Prefecture.
After two or three terms in office, he returned home with savings of more
than four to five hundred taels of silver.

Readers, you should know that usually a humble person with one or
two taels of silver tends to pose as someone in the possession of ten taels.
In addition, most people are shortsighted and prone to gossip about others.
The mere sight of a suitcase a little heavier than usual often sets tongues
wagging, with people guessing that there are possibly thousands of taels
of silver in it. Some even pin down on exact figure as if they have
personally seen and weighed the silver. Undoubtedly this is a typical
provincial sentiment. When Gao Yuxi came back home with some
earnings, word spread that he had brought back a fortune of thousands.

After learning that their father was now rich, the three daughters came
and competed with one another in currying favor with him. Gao Yuxi was
delighted and said to himself, “Though I do not have a son, my daughters
are very good to me. My life should be alright in my later years.” But, on
second thoughts, he said, “I’ve made some money over these years and
have no one to share them with. Why not give some to my daughters?
After they get my silver, they will surely show even more filial respect
toward me.” So thinking, he took out three hundred taels of silver and
divided it equally among his three daughters. His daughters were overjoyed
and grateful at first, but later when they learned their father had more
money that he had kept from them, they became unsatisfied.

Desiring to get more from their father, they said to one another, “Who
knows to whom he will give the rest of his huge amount of money?”
Although they constantly thought of this, they said nothing about it to
him for fear of offending him. Instead, they kept on flattering him.
Meanwhile, Gao Wenming paid regular visits to his uncle and Gao Yuxi
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showed due respect in treating his nephew. He also gave his nephew a
little sum of money out of his government stipend or a few gifts. But
considering that his nephew hospitably welcomed his uncle’s return home,
the gifts could merely offset the entertainment. The nephew possessed a
large enough fortune, so he had no craving for his uncle’s money.

When the few days of excitement ended, the three daughters took off
for their homes. The old man was left alone in the run-down house, feeling
abandoned. Before long the three daughters came to their father and vied
with one another in bringing their father to their homes to live with them.
Yuxi smiled and said, “Don’t argue about this. I’ll surely see you a great
deal. I think I'll go to live with each of you in turn.” After they left, Gao
Yuxi stayed at home for a couple of days, feeling quite lonely. Annoyed
by the boredom, he packed and made his way to his eldest daughter’s
place. Later the second eldest daughter and youngest daughter both sent
for him. Gao Yuxi arrived at their homes in due order. The daughters
even grumbled about his coming too late and staying too short. In a couple
of days one of the others would come to take him. Thus Gao Yuxi’s were
through two rounds of stays with his daughters, who showed him profound
kindness and were all reluctant to part from him.

Gao Yuxi thought in his mind, “All in all, I have no son. I’m now
getting on in years and becoming very weak, and have no wife or son to
support. Why do I have to live by myself? Now that I have three daughters
accommodating me by turns, I will be well taken care of in my remaining
years. However, I feel uneasy indeed about depending on them. When I
returned home I gave each of them one hundred taels of silver, from which,
of course, they have spent some on me. Why not let them know that I will
divide the rest of my money equally among them and they should take
turns in supporting me? Then I’ll be free of cares, living with this one for
a time and another one for a time. It will save me trips to purchase firewood
and rice, hard things for me to do in old age, and of course this will make
my life a lot easier.”

When he told his daughters about his plan, they couldn’t agree more,
and said to him, “It is a daughter’s duty to support her father. We couldn’t
complain even if you were to give us nothing.” Gao Yuxi was overjoyed
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when he heard such remarks. He went back to his home and moved
suitcases and wooden boxes containing his belongings to his daughters’
homes. He rummaged through his belongings and came up with more
than three hundred taels of silver. With an air of generosity, he distributed
one hundred taels to each family, leaving little for himself. The daughters
were, of course, delighted at receiving the money.

After that Gao Yuxi lived with each of his three daughter in due
succession and never returned to his own home. The house, which had
been passed down from earlier generations, remained empty for quite a
long time and gradually started to collapse. Since it was not one man’s
property, it could not be sold. His daughters advised him that since there
were useful materials in the broken-down house he should tear down
some of the rooms and bring the useful things back to them. Gao Yuxi
saw no reason to go back to his own house, so he agreed. Making sure
about what his sons-in-law needed for renovations, he went back to his
house and carried various construction materials to their homes. One
family took away a roof beam at one point and another family seized a
post at another. Even the rafters and planks were pulled off the pigsty. Bit
by bit most things were taken away. His nephew, not petty-minded, did
not compete with the daughters in seizing bits of the property. Soon the
house had been demolished and turned into nothing.

As everybody knows, it must be very hard for the forefathers to build
up their fortune. Gao Yuxi, taking it for granted that his daughters and
sons-in-law might support him in his remaining years, had reduced the
house handed down to him and his nephew by the earlier generations to
waste. He should have known the fickleness of human relationships.

In the beginning, when he still possessed some money, Gao Yuxi felt
comfortable living with each of his sons-in-law’s families. Later, when
he had nothing more to give, he found himself lacking freedom and
convenience in doing things. Like an ordinary elder, he liked to find faults
over trifles and grumble, which would cause distress in her daughters’
families. When offended by anything, he would grumble harshly, “I’m
living on my own, not a dependent yet.” Such words kept rolling out of
his mouth as he stayed with one family after another. Gradually he became
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disliked in the three families of his sons-in-law. Furthermore, as nothing
he owned remained to be desired, much of the former warmth left his
daughters.

Though they restrained themselves from throwing him out, they were
eager to push him to the next family so that they might have a few days of
peace. Previously, usually a few days ahead of the schedule, Gao Yuxi
would be picked up by the next family. But now, the next family often did
not come after the scheduled time had passed, in hopes that he would stay
longer with the current family. Seeing that no one came to pick him up,
Gao Yuxi would have to stay a couple of more days. Then comments
arose in the family, such as, “Your time for staying with us is over. Why
don’t you leave for my sister’s home?” Sometimes the words would carry
a feeling of fury like: “You divided your money equally among our three
families. I didn’t take it alone!” Gao Yuxi found those complaints
unbearable. After one family hurt his feelings, he uttered complaints to
the other two families. But the sisters had inherited the same temperament
from the same mother. They all showed their true nature as time went on.
Whenever he grumbled against one of his daughters, the other two would
come to her defense. His sons-in-law unquestionably sided with their
wives, and their mediation over the disputes bore apparent ridicule of
and blame against him. Gao Yuxi was driven beyond forbearance. Thus
he incessantly squabbled on pointless matters, and the peace of the families
was shattered. He became a disgusting old man to them, being pushed
back and forth among them for years. As a result he had no dependable
place for a living, despite the fact that he stayed in three homes in turn.

Readers, from the perspective of the daughters and sons-in-law, it must
be that the old man lacked reason and sense, and was loathsome. But, in
terms of justice, he had given away all his savings and counted upon the
three families for a living. It would therefore have been reasonable for
the daughters to show certain understanding toward him. However, such
is human nature that one takes from others for granted but regards anyone
who uses some of his money as an enemy. Meanwhile, there were always
issues that could be hardly settled fairly in terms of the obligations for
each family. If the old man wanted to entertain a guest, the daughter with
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whom he was staying had to play host. She would complain, saying, “Why
should I be host?”” She might accept the responsibility verbally, but not
wholeheartedly, and she would put the matter off day after day until the
time he could leave for the next family. As he brought up the matter to
this family, they would say, “You should have performed this in their
homes when you stayed with them. Why are you making a point of doing
it here in my family?” So the daughters would turn him down and in the
end the old man had to give up his plan. How could the old man treat
each business in an absolutely fair way so that each of the three families
felt satisfied? Hence nothing was ever completed. How could the old
man rest at ease? However, this was a natural outcome in terms of human
nature.

He should not have pampered his daughters by giving away his money
— but now, as he was obligated to them, how could he feel free? He
should be a bit more submissive — but since he had divided the money
among them, he wasn’t willing to be treated that way. He also thought
about taking leave of them so as to avoid further insuits. But as he had
neither money nor a home, he found he was landed in a dilemma. He
could neither maintain his dignity nor move out. The idea of going to talk
to his nephew about the matter was not good either, since he had given
his nephew nothing in the past. He believed his current plight would only
raise ridicule and he had no face to see his nephew. He turned the matter
over in his mind again and again and ruefully talked to himself, “Because
I didn’t raise a son, I’m suffering today! I have three daughters, but they
are ungrateful and don’t have their hearts in the right place toward me.”
Feeling particularly sad, he walked into an old temple with tears in his
eyes, and sat down. As he recalled and regretted, his rage became greater
and greater. Finally he lay down on the ground and started to cry loudly.
Suddenly an idea came across his mind, “I’ve been a scholar all my life,
but now I’m old and in a rotten state. What meaning does life hold to me?
I’d better cry and tell my grievances in front of the Bodhisattva, and then
commit suicide here.”

As an old saying goes, “Coincidence makes up the soul of a tale.”
While Gao Yuxi was weeping sadly, his nephew Gao Wenming happened
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to pass by outside on his way back from collecting his debts. His boat
was sailing along the riverbank when he heard somebody weeping inside
the temple. Instinctively he could not uncaringly go past. He pricked up
his ears and realized that it sounded like his uncle crying. Then he said to
himself, “Be the man my uncle or not, the crying sounds strange. I'm
going to take a look.” He told the boatman to stop rowing and, as the bow
hit the shore, sprang out onto the bank.

He entered the temple and shouted, “Who’s crying here?”” As both
parties looked up at each other, they were stunned. Gao Wenming said, “I
thought it might be you, Uncle. Why are you crying here?” Seeing it was
his nephew, Gao Yuxi became more grieved. Gao Wenming tried to calm
him down, “Uncle, you’re aged and should refrain from grief. Otherwise
you’ll harm your health. Please tell me who has hurt your feelings and
made you feel so sad?” Gao Yuxi replied, “It’s a shame to talk about this.
[ was stupid in counting on my daughters alone. I gave them all my savings,
leaving none for my future. Now they have all turned their backs on me!
It infuriated me so much that I cried here. I was going to vent my grief to
the deities before I commit suicide. I didn’t expect to meet you here. I do
feel ashamed!”

Gao Wenming said, “Why are you so narrow-minded, Uncle? The
sisters are behaving from a female perspective. Don’t take it seriously!”
Gao Yuxi said, “I would rather die here than go back to any of their homes.”
Gao Wenming said, “It’s up to you, Uncle, to stay with them or not. But
it’s certainly not the matter for suicide.” Gao Yuxi said, “I’m homeless
now. How can I continue to live?”” Gao Wenming said, ““I’m not prosperous,
but I would certainly have no problem in supporting you. Why are you
talking like this?” Gao Yuxi said, “In the past I never granted any favor to
you. All my property went to my daughters. Now I'm broke. How could
I trouble you?”

Gao Wenming said, “We’re flesh-and-blood kin. Don’t talk about
troubling.”” Gao Yuxi said, “Even if you’re kind to me, your wife will not
like to have me in your home. I’ve had the experience of paying dearly
for cold treatment. Besides , not to mention that I have nothing other than
myself!” Gao Wenming replied, “I’m a man and won’t let a woman take
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charge! Moreover, my wife is very righteous and reasonable. She won’t
behave like that, I’'m sure. Come with me and go to my home, Uncle.
Don’t hesitate. Come aboard the boat, please.” Before the old man could
make a reply, Gao Wenming grabbed his uncle’s sleeve and dragged him
onto the boat. He shipped the old man home.

Gao Wenming stepped into his house first and told his wife about his
uncle’s sorrow and intention of suicide. His wife was shocked and said,
“Where is he now?” Gao Wenming answered, “I brought him back by
boat.” She said, “Though the old man is poor and miserable, we should
take him into our home to keep the dignity of the Gao family. Otherwise
we would be ridiculed by others.” Not quite sure about his wife’s sincerity,
Gao Wenming made an intentional remark, saying, “It’s true that he’s
useless. But we have some geese in the pen. Let him tend them during the
day so that he won’t be totally dependent.”

His wife replied, “What are you talking about? To feed one more mouth
won’t break us. Even if he does nothing, we’re of one family and he’s not
an outsider! It’s outrageous for a nephew to let his uncle tend geese at
home. Don’t talk any more. Go and bring him in.” “If you think it’s all
right,” Gao Wenming said, “I’m going to bring him in. Please go and fix
food and drink for us.” Then Gao Wenming strode down to the boat and
got his uncle. They came into the main room and took seats while dinner
was brought onto the table. Still lost in deep sorrow, Gao Yuxi told his
nephew one or two more of his grievances, tears streaming down his
face, while Gao Wenming tried to calm him down. Thus they started to
live together.

The news reached his daughters. They understood their father’s hurt,
but were pleased at his staying away from them. Occasionally they sent
someone to present greetings to the old man but none of them expressed
any intention of bringing him back to their homes. Gao Yuxi, odd and
stubborn, would not have gone to them even if invited.

As the Spring Festival was coming around, the daughters hypocritically
sent a message that they would come to get their father for the festival.
Their verbal expression was followed by no sincere action. Gao Yuxi’s
reply, of course, was a “no.” The daughters didn’t push the matter any
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more. Gao Wenming said to him, “It’s absolutely right that you should
spend the Spring Festival in my home so that you can worship our
ancestors. If you were in any of your daughter’s homes, they would have
the pictures of their husband’s ancestors on display and you would find it
inconvenient to do what you want.” Gao Yuxi said, “Exactly! I have two
old suitcases with two robes in them, plus an old black gauze cap. They
are at the home of my eldest daughter. It was a convention that pictures of
the ancestors of each family were put up over the lunar New Year for a
period starting from the New Year’s Eve. We can send someone to get
them and then I'll be able to wear them when I worship the ancestors.”

Gao Wenming said, “Yes, Uncle. You need them. I’ll write a note and
have someone go and get them.” So a man was sent to the eldest daughter’s
home to get these things. The eldest daughter’s family was fearful that
the old nuisance might come again. Seeing the man who had come to
take the outfit, they understood that he would be spending the Spring
Festival in his nephew’s home. They immediately returned the old suitcases
as if they were burning paper money to expel an evil spirit. Gao Yuxi
received his outfit and realized that he would not be allowed to go back to
his daughter’s home. So he set his heart on spending the Spring Festival
with his nephew.

Generally speaking, low-ranking officials in retirement liked to wear
their red glittering outfits on special occasions. This offered them a lot of
consolation and pleasure. At the Spring Festival Gao Yuxi wore his outfit
and worshipped his ancestors. His nephew, with his wife, kowtowed to
the uncle in respect. The whole family was immersed in happiness and
harmony. The old man thought this was much better than staying in
somebody else’s home. However, Gao Yuxi often felt guilty over the fact
that he had given his nephew nothing before and was now living off his
nephew’s family. He expressed his willingness to tend the geese, only to
be turned down by his nephew.

Men of the same clan are one family
While others are all strangers.
It’s not until the end of the feast

Does one realize fallen leaves will return to their roots.
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One day as Gao Yuxi was sitting idly, a man in a runner’s attire came
and said to him, with one hand cupped in another, “Sir, I have an inquiry.
Is there an old man named Gao Yuxi around here?” Gao Yuxi asked,
“Why are you looking for him?” The runner replied, “I’ve been asking
directions all the way and am told he lives here. I’d like to see him and
talk to him about something urgent.” Gao Yuxi said, ‘‘He is now old and
useless. What business do you want to talk to him about?” The runner
said, “Lord Li is the Imperial Inspector of Fujian. He’s from Yizhou in
Shandong and used to be one of Gao Yuxi’s students. The Imperial
Inspector has made a detour on his way to his office to visit Gao Yuxi. He
has inquired about him for a couple of days.” Gao Yuxi smiled and said,
“I’m Gao Guang.” The runner said with excitement, “Really?” Pointing
to the wall, Gao Yuxi said, “If you don’t believe me, look at my worn
gauze cap.” The runner realized what he said was true and replied, “I’'m
sorry for my rough manners.” He turned to go. Gao Yuxi said, “Can you
tell me the name of this Lord Li from Shandong?” The runner answered
his name was so and so. Gao Yuxi thought for a moment and then said,
“It’s turned out to be that man!” The runner said, ‘“Please get ready, sir.
He’s running out of patience. I'm going to report to him and he’ll be here
in no time.” With the good news, the runner left in happiness.

Calling for his nephew, Gao Yuxi told him about this matter. Gao
Wenming said, “This is going to be something significant. An important
person’s visit should be good luck for you. How did you get to know him,
Uncle?”

Gao Yuxi said, “When I worked as an instructor in Yizhou, he was a
new scholar in the school. His family was poor and couldn’t afford present
to be given to his teacher on the first meeting. More than half a year
passed, and he was still unable to come and present me with gifts. Two of
my colleagues urged me to issue a summons and force him to come. I
didn’t do it. Later I found out that he was indeed very poor. So I summoned
him in front of me and told him I had decided to waive his presentation of
gifts. My colleagues saw what I did and they were not in a position to
take anything from him either. I noticed that though the new student was
poor and humble in origin, he appeared dignified and good-looking. 1
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asked about his family and learned that his family was too poor to pay for
lighting expenses. Hence I gave him some money, and praised him a
great deal to others. That helped him acquire a tutorship in a well-paid
private school the following year. When I worked in Dongchang, 1
recommended him to the prefecture school. Since I returned home I've
heard nothing of him. Later I heard that he had passed the highest imperial
examinations, but I did not know where he held office after that. I’m old
and not interested in worldly affairs. I didn’t care about things and did
not bother to inquire as to his whereabouts. But I’'m glad that he’s still
kept my kindness toward him in mind and has found his way here to see
me.” “He’s really a good man,” Gan Wenming said.

As they talked, uproar arose outside. A big boat was pulling in to shore,
and many people turned out to have a look. Gao Wenming stepped out
and saw a man racing toward the house with a red note. Gao Wenming
accepted it. Gao Yuxi hastily put on his old outfit and ran out to welcome
the guest. As the cabin-door opened, out stalked an imperial official, who
appeared imposing and neat. The sight was like this:

He was in glittering attire, brocaded,

Which awed the public into withdrawal.

As he mounted the horse, he set out to rid the world of evils.
When his chariot halted the earth and mountains shuddered.

An ivory tablet he held was as white as frost, a token of justice.
His complexion, clear and stern, struck all evildoers with terror.
If not for a student’s gratitude to his teacher,

How could he have deigned to visit such a wild shelter?

Imperial Inspector Li met with Gao Yuxi and, all smiles, kept calling
him “my teacher,” as they cupped their hands in greeting each other. When
they headed for Gao’s lodging, Imperial Inspector Li paused, unwilling
to walk ahead. He urged Gao Yuxi to go first. This left the latter gasping
for breath. Since Imperial Inspector Li persisted, Gao Yuxi had to yield to
his courtesy and, with a lift of his sleeve, made steps first. When they
came to the main room, Imperial Inspector Li had a rug spread out on the
floor and made four kowtows to Gao Yuxi for his past generous help.
Gao Yuxi returned the salute repeatedly. Then a gilt note was presented
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containing a sum of twelve taels of silver. GaoYuxi accepted it. When
chairs were set for people to sit, the Imperial Inspector insisted on not
taking the seat of honor, so they were reconciled to taking seats on the
left and right sides facing each other. Still the Imperial Inspector would
not sit down until he had had Gao Yuxi’s take the seat on the right which
was usually reserved as the seat of honor too. When coming to the subject
of Gao Yuxi’s past financial support, the Imperial Inspector expressed his
deep appreciation, saying, “Since I passed the examinations by luck, I’'ve
been thinking about returning your kindness every moment of each day.
Now I'm fortunate to have this chance to be going by way of your province
to my appointed office. I’ve detoured to come here to see you. But I’'m
surprised to see that your residence is in such a remote area.”

Gao Yuxi replied, “It’s my shame! My shame! How could I say I have
my residence? It’s my nephew’s. I’'m just seeking temporary lodging here.”
The Imperial Inspector said, “I thought you had a house of your own,
teacher.” Gao Yuxi said, “I miscalculated and lost my inherited house.
Now I have nowhere to stay but here.” So saying, he started to choke up.
The old man’s tears quickly welled up in his eyes and streamed down his
cheeks. Feeling sympathetic for him, the Imperial Inspector said, “Be a
little patient, teacher. When I go to my office I’ll find a way to settle you
down.” Gao Yuxi said, “If you are so kind to me, I’ll cherish your kindness
till death.” The Imperial Inspector said, “As soon as I arrive at my post,
I’ll send men to take you there.” Their talk continued for some time before
the Imperial Inspector took his leave.

Gao Yuxi saw him off and watched as the boat moved away. Then he
opened the pack and had a look at the silver he had received, and said to
Gao Wenming, “Take the silver as my payment for the expenses of my
living here.” Gao Wenming replied, “What are you talking about? It’s my
duty to support you, Uncle. Please keep it for your own use for the future.”
Gao Yuxi said, “I’ve been troubling you a lot. I feel quite uneasy. I had
nothing to give you in the past and now have to live in shame. I got the
silver from my student. How can I keep it for myself after I have cost you
so much? If you refuse to accept it, I won’t feel comfortable about living
here any more.” Unable to turn him down, Gao Wenming said, “If that’s
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the case, I’ll take half of it. Please keep the rest.” Gao Yuxi agreed and
they each took six taels.

The Imperial Inspector’s visit raised a flurry of discussion across the
region around Taihu Lake. Talk circulated for days and eventually reached
Gao Yuxi’s daughters. They also heard that the nephew of their father had
gotten half of the silver he received. One of them said resentfully, “The
Imperial Inspector’s presence was an honor for his nephew’s family. And
his nephew also got some silver!” Another one said, “His silver is not
much and won’t last long. Don’t envy him. We’re better-off, free of that
disgusting old trash. He won’t have any more Imperial Inspectors coming
to give him silver.” Thus their muttering continued.

Imperial Inspector Li arrived in Fujian, went on extensive tours of
inspection, rid the region of evils and executed criminals. His performance
was vigorous and swift, and his enforcement of the law was strict. He had
outlaws brought to justice no matter what their backgrounds were. Three
months later, he sent a runner on business to Huzhou. At the same time he
gave the runner a letter to be delivered to Gao Yuxi, asking that Gao
come to his government office and including an initial gift of twelve taels
of silver to cover the old man’s expenses for the journey. The runner was
_ told to come back with Gao Yuxi after completing his business. Upon
receiving the letter, Gao Yuxi talked to Gao Wenming and they decided
that they would go together. They packed and set off with the runner,
who had finished his business and come to pick them up. The journey
cost Gao Yuxi little since the runner paid the expenses. In less than twenty
days they were in the capital city of Fujian.

At that moment the Imperial Inspector was on an inspection tour in
Zhangzhou. The runner went to him and reported, “Master Gao is here.”
Immediately the Imperial Inspector ordered that he be provided with
temporary lodging and then he personally went to meet him in a sedan
chair. At their meeting the Imperial Inspector ordered his attendants to
clear out, then they talked a great deal in privacy. After his return to his
office, the Imperial Inspector sent another gift of silver to Gao Yuxi to
cover the expenses of his return journey. Then he had two tables of food
prepared for the old man and they ate and talked until midnight.
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Seeing the tremendous respect and hospitality that the Imperial Inspector
showed to Gao Yuxi, who else would not show due respect to the guest?
Government officials of prefectures and counties all came to present their
gifts and flattering remarks poured down on him. Local officials, high
and low, were not slow in showing their respect in hopes that the inspector
might give them favorable treatment. All of this made the old teacher feel
greatly elated. Many people came to request favors from him: some asked
him to help them get a commendation; some hoped to be released from
the indictment on their offenses; some wanted to be exempted from
punishment; some desired to obtain a waiver on the demand for returning
money they had received as bribes. The Imperial Inspector made secret
arrangements with his favorites of prefectures and counties that, as he
finished his inspection in this area and went to the capital of the prefecture
or to the area of Wuyi County, they should bind the records of the matters
entrusted in sealed envelopes and send them to him. He would grant all
those requests.

Gao Yuxi stayed for half a year until the Imperial Inspector left to
report back on his mission. Gao Yuxi packed for leaving. He counted his
total acquisitions to be worth more than two thousand taels of silver. Other
numerous things he received included local products and cloth. That was
a huge gain, three or four times the salary he had received as a government
official years before. The uncle and nephew were overwhelmed with joy.
They shipped the gifts home and moved them into the house. As neighbors
learned that Gao Yuxi had returned with a fortune obtained from the
Imperial Inspector in Fujiun, they all came out to have a look. They saw
piles of heavy suitcases. Word got around, “What a large wealth he’s
brought back home!”

When the three daughters learned of this, they sent men to present
their regards and a message inviting the old man to come to live with
them. Gao Yuxi sneered. He thought to himself, “They see that I’'m rich
now, and so they pretend to be good to me!” A few more invitations arrived,
but he made the point that he would not go.

Once cheated by the sweets seller,

One never believes in smooth-tongued people
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As the daughters learned that their father had turned them down, they
scheduled a time to go together to Gao Wenming’s place and visit their
father. All smiles, they said to him, “We don’t know how we have hurt
your feelings, Father, so that you don’t want to come and live with us.
Now we’re coming personally to invite you. Please come and stay some
time with each of us.” Gao Yuxi said with a grin, “Many thanks! Many
thanks! I bothered you a lot before. This time I’ll be sensible and won’t
go to your places any more!” Then the daughters competed in saying,
“We’re one family anyway, Father. Why do you so loathe us?” Gao Yuxi
lost his patience. He rose and entered his inner room. A moment later he
emerged with three packs of silver in his hands, each containing ten taels.
He gave one pack to each of his three daughters and said, “Here’s a gift
from me, an old man. I won’t bother you any more. You needn’t come to
pester me, either.” He then took out a note, handed it to Gao Wenming,
and showed it to his daughters. They pressed forward to take a look at it.
It read:

When [ was poor, my nephew alone took me in and looked after me; now
I have a fat purse and do not want outsiders to harbor any wild wishes; 1
have given all I had saved during my govemment career to my three daughters;
this legacy is to go to my nephew; this paper should be my testimony.

Some of the daughters could read between lines. As they understood
what it said, they became infuriated and felt snubbed. Disappointed, they
picked up their packages and left for home.

Gao Yuxi decided to give all his possessions to his nephew. But Gao
Wenming would not accept them, saying, “You should keep them for
yourself for your future life. Otherwise you might get into trouble again
and need the support of others, as in the past.” Gao Yuxi replied, “You
took me in the past when I had nothing. Now that I want to give you my
property, will you treat me badly instead? I’m an old man, frank and
outspoken. I don’t need any long-term plan. Accept this property and we
will live as one family. I will feel comfortable that way. Don’t fuss over
what’s yours and what’s mine.” Gao Wenming could not decline any more
but accepted the property. In the years that followed, he did his best to
support his uncle, meeting all his requests and making his life happy. Gao
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Yuxi never again went to his daughters’ homes. He lived and died in his
nephew’s house, leaving all his possessions with Gao Wenming. The
feeling of endearment Gao Wenming showed for his uncle was eventually
rewarded.

Flimsy as human relationship might be,

Every dog has its day.

How could the daughters return with fawning,

Had Gao Guang’s former student not returned good for good?
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Tale 27

The Chen Robbers, Offspring of an Illegitimate Emperor,
Snatch a Beauty on Junshan Mountain
Wang Xiucai, Posing as a Military Official,
Regains His Sweetheart on Dongting Lake

A poem reads thus:

It is often said thieves and robbers have their own way of conduct.
If you’re fortunate enough,

You can always find good fellows in them,

Uninhibited and bold by nature.

Zhang Qixian was the prime minister in the early years of the Northern
Song Dynasty. But it happened that while Zhang was still a commoner,
emperor Song Taizong went to Hebei on an imperial tour of inspection.
Seizing this opportunity, Zhang Qixian presented to the emperor ten
proposals for developing the country. Very much delighted, Song Taizong
adopted six of his ten proposals and left the other four for later
consideration. Self-willed, Zhang Qixian said persistently, “These ten
proposals of mine are perfect and the imperial court should adopt all of
them at once.”

Song Taizong laughed at Zhang for his arrogance. Upon his arrival at
the imperial court, Song Taizong said to his successor Song Zhenzong, “I
met a talented man in Hebei named Zhang Qixian. You can use him as
your prime minister in the future.” Zhenzong kept this in his mind. Later,
as it turned out, though he took part in the imperial examinations in the
provincial level, Zhang Qixian ranked quite behind in sequence of names
among the candidates who would be chosen to take part in the highest
imperial civil service examinations. Upon seeing that Zhang Qixian’s
name was among the last few candidates, Zhenzong intended to shift his
name to the front. Unfortunately the list of candidates to be admitted had
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been well written. Zhenzong then issued a special imperial edict, granting
all the candidates on the list to be admitted to take part in the highest
imperial civil service examinations. Later it turned out Zhang Qixian did
become the prime minister.

While he was a poor commoner, Zhang Qixian used to be in dire straits.
Nevertheless, he was still a broad-minded and magnanimous man with
easy and elegant bearing. Once while he was staying in an inn, a band of
robbers with sinister looks stopped at the inn with their loots to have food
and wine_, their spears and knives lining up against the wall. All the local
inhabitants, as well as the innkeeper, fled for fear of being caught by the
robbers. Being left alone in the inn, Zhang didn’t go into hiding.

Seeing that the robbers were enjoying their dinner, Zhang adjusted his
clothes and went straightforward to the robbers with ease and grace.
Cupping one hand in the other, he said, “Sorry to interrupt you, gentlemen.
I’m a poor scholar. I wonder if I could have some of your wine with you.”
At the sight of such a big and tall man who was so forthright in making a
request, all the robbers felt very pleased and said, “Of course you can, if
you want to. But we’re all vulgar in behavior. Hope you don’t mind.”
Then they asked Zhang to take a seat. “Those who do not know you call
you robbers,” said Zhang. “But they don’t know robbers are in no cases
mean and sordid by nature. I know you’re all heroes. I am a just and
generous man too. Now that we’ve met each other, we should share and
enjoy the wine.” Finishing these words, Zhang helped himself to a large
bowl of wine. Seeing he was an open and straightforward man, the robbers
poured another bowl of wine for him, and Zhang downed it without a
break. After three bowls of wine went down to his stomach, Zhang took a
dish of pig’s feet from the table and, breaking them off roughly, devoured
them ravenously and gobbled them up in a twinkling of the eye.

Greatly surprised, the robbers looked at each other and said, “This
man has the heart of a prime minister! His never bothering about trifles
and niceties well proves that he is by no means an ordinary man.” Turning
to Zhang, they continued, “When you become the prime minister and
govern the country one day, please show some understanding upon us
robbers, for we take to robbery simply because we have no alternative.
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We feel it an honor to make friends with you.” So saying, all the robbers
presented Zhang a large sum of money and countless gifts. Accepting
them all, Zhang said, “Sorry to have bothered you!” Then he left the inn
in big strides. The money and gifts he got this time were worth one hundred
taels of silver. Later Zhang spent all this money on drinking wine. Zhang
Qixian, the would-be prime minister, had proved himself to be exceedingly
different in table manners from ordinary persons even when he was in
straits. He was a commoner who was so bold and uninhibited by nature
that even the robbers showed respect and admiration for him.

Though a commoner he was before becoming the prime minister,

His shamelessly ravenous eating manners astounded all present.

Open-hearted and upright in character,

He even moved robbers to compassion.

* * *

Once there lived a valorous man called Shao Wenyuan in Yexian
County of Laizhou Prefecture, Shandong. Being a generous and upright
man, Shao Wenyuan was always ready to come to the rescue of people in
distress. Someone made up a story against him in front of the County
Magistrate, saying that he took advantage of his strength to commit
robbery. The County Magistrate, being new to this place, deliberately
picked on him and gave him a sound flogging without first looking into
the matter. One day while the County Magistrate was on his way to the
capital, a man on horseback, carrying a knife at his side, suddenly caught
up with him and requested to have an audience with him.

Realizing this man was Shao Wenyuan, the County Magistrate was
taken aback. He thought that he must have come to avenge himself. “Why
are you doing this?” asked the County Magistrate. “I want to escort you
to the capital,” replied Shao Wenyuan. “Many bandits will be in your
way. But they will all run away once they know I'm with you.” The County
Magistrate asked, “I didn’t treat you nicely the other day. Why are you
being so good to me?” Wenyuan answered, “You gave me a beating
because you wanted me to behave nicely. Moreover, you’re an honest
and upright official. Is there any reason for me not to serve you
wholeheartedly?” Upon hearing these words, the County Magistrate
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heaved a sigh of relief. Wenyuan left the County Magistrate when he had
escorted the County Magistrate halfway, and not a single bandit came
into their sight.

On another occasion, when Wenyuan was passing by a rich family, he
noticed that about forty robbers were plundering the property of the rich
family. Trussing up the rich man, a robber set his knife on the neck of the
rich man and said, “If any official runners come to your rescue, I’ll kill
you first.” All the other robbers started to take the rich man’s money and
valuables. The rich man’s money piled up to the ceiling. The robbers
calculated they could not take all of it away with them. So they told the
local inhabitants to come over and get some money for themselves. Some
chicken-hearted and overcautious local inhabitants dared not to go take
the money; some were curious and went to see it for fun; some were
daring and money-grubbing and took as much as they desired.

After learning what was happening inside, Shao Wenyuan decided to
give the robbers a lesson. Elbowing his way through the crowd, Wenyuan
stepped forward and shouted, “How dare you do this! Stop it!” “Many of
us robbers are here,” the robbers said. “Don’t ask for trouble!” Shao
Wenyuan went to a neighboring house and got a long iron fork. Returning
to the rich man’s house, he shouted at the top of his voice, “I am Shao
Wenyuan! Put down the silver and get out of here!” Hearing Wenyuan’s
words, the rich man was seized with fear that the robbers might kill him
upon seeing someone coming to save him. So the rich man shouted, “Let
them go, hero! If you come to my rescue, they’ll kill me first.”” Shao
Wenyuan then left for the time being.

Putting the gold and silver and other valuables into bags, the robbers
took them away on as many as twenty horses. They also took the rich
man away with them, and they didn’t untie him until they had covered a
distance of twenty /i. Then the rich man returned home, his hair disheveled.
However, Wenyuan was tailing behind the robbers at a certain distance.
Seeing that the rich man had returned home safe and sound, he whipped
his horse on with a crop and stopped the robbers. Upon seeing he was
alone, the robbers didn’t take it seriously. Wenyuan shouted, “Put down
the money on the road! Don’t you know me Shao Wenyuan?!”” The robbers
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became flustered at the name of Shao Wenyuan. Before they could utter
an answer, Shao Wenyuan said, “If you refuse, I'll first punish one as an
example to you all!”’ As soon as he had finished speaking, he shot one of
the robbers dead with one arrow.

Dumbfounded, all the robbers alighted their horses, went on their knees
and begged repeatedly to be spared. “Leave the bags here and go!” shouted
Shao Wenyuan. The robbers then fled on their horses, empty-handed.
Shao Wenyuan borrowed some horses to carry the bags and returned the
money to the rich man. The rich man kowtowed and said, ‘“‘You wrested
back the money, hero. It’s no longer mine. You may take it to your home.”
“I felt sorry for your sudden disaster,” said Shao Wenyuan, “so I rushed
up to help you. Could it be possible I did it because I hankered after your
wealth?” Leaving the money with the rich man, Shao Wenyuan took his
leave. In this story, Shao Wenyuan subdued the robbers with his strength
and valor.

Though overwhelmingly ferocious and aggressive evildoers are,

A hero can crush them, talking and laughing with graceful bearing.

Returning the robbed silver to its original owner,

He declines the reward resolutely, revealing the true colors of a hero
* * *

The following tale is our main one. It’s about how Wang Xiucai made
a fool of a band of robbers with his resourcefulness. Before we proceed
to our main tale, I’d like you readers to read the following Eight Poems
on Eight Views in the Xiaoxiang Region (also Chuzhong, a region covering
northern Hunan and Southern Hubei) so that you may have a general idea
about the setting of this tale. The eight poems read as follows:

Dragon-shaped dark clouds cover up the age-old ferry.
The lake, extending far into the distance, links up the
deerhorn-shaped grain field.
At dusk, weeping willow trees bow their heads.
At dawn, the graceful wheat reached the shoulders.
All envy its beautiful scenery for a spring outing,
While the tourists there have to stay overnights
that seem a year.
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(Evening Rain at Xiaoxiang)
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The Goddess of Xiang River has just knotted her hair bun.

The Dragon King’s daughter has suddenly unveiled her morning mirror.
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The silver plate and the water surface are dustless.
The soul of jade and the heart of the sky form a wonderful contrast.
A flute whistles in the cool soothing breeze.
Silence reigns as the spectacular lakeside view fades away
in the dim light of dusk.
(Autumn Moon over Dongting Lake)

In the southern part of the city in August, Osmanthus flowers
send forth a delicate fragrance.
All is quiet, the verdant Chinese parasol trees, the lake and the moon.
It blew hard last night.
A hundred sails set out homeward bound today.

Facing the mirror, a wife looks at herself.

Leaning against the balustrade of the building,
she awaits her husband’s return.

(The Sail Comes in Sight from the Distance)

Billows of the vast lake surge sky-high.

A thousand li of sand beach surfaces when the water recedes.
When reed catkins leave autumn out in the cold,

The swan geese fly over the lake to migrate south.

When occasionally a small boat paddles up,

Other flocks of swan geese take off with a start.

(Swan Geese on the Sand Beach)

The roaring of Dongting Lake has now ceased.

The fragrance of the treasured zither has now vanished.
Misty smoke curls upward over the wide and still lake.
An ancient temple lies quiet in the distant mountain.

The bell tolls as the crescent moon rises above the east wood.
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A monk is returning home on a ferryboat.
(Evening Bell on the Misty Islet)

Now cloudy, now sunny, the weather in the lake area

is changeable.

Pacing up and down, a fisherman overlooks the lake
from the top of the building.

When the pouring rain ceases,

The setting sun in the west shines so bright.

Untying his boat from the eastern shore,
The fisherman sails westward to go fishing.
(A Fishing Village in the Last Rays of the Setting Sun)

By the lake are a stone fishing port and a country inn.
Beside the crossroad and the plate girder bridge is a household.
A young married woman is busy with the wheat harvest,

While a fisherman is gathering together the fish and shrimps.

A mirage is faintly visible over the lake. ‘ 6\%»“’
The mist, though just a short distance away, seems to be so far apart. Mi*x”:";ﬁ

(A Mountain Village Shrouded in Mist)
1301
On the hills the Chinese plum flowers are in blossom.
On the river willow catkins form a pavement.
Houses are against the backdrop of jade-white.
People live in the depth of the crystal world.
In the whirling snow across the sky,
A solitary ferryboat is fading away into the distance.
(Evening Snow and the Vast Sky over a River)

These eight poems, written by gentry from Zhejiang, are a vivid
portrayal of the wonderful scenery of Chuzhong. Natives of Chuzhong
all marveled at the excellence and originality of the eight poems. The
lines from these eight poems have been on the lips of the local inhabitants
of Chuzhong.

Covering an area of eight hundred /i in diameter and linking three
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rivers, Dongting Lake is a vast expanse of water surrounded by continuous
stretch of hills on four sides. It is also the den of bandits and thieves. In
the early years of our Ming Dynasty, Chen Yougiong exercised control
over this region and proclaimed himself emperor, but he was later
suppressed down by Ming Taizu, Zhu Yuanzhang, the founder of the Ming
Dynasty. From then on the descendants of Chen Yougiong, addressing
themselves as the “Offspring of Chen,” have lived and procreated in
Ruichang County (the present Ruichang County in Jiangxi Province) and
Xingguo County (the present Yangxin County in Hubei Province). In each
of the Chen’s generations, the one with exceptional valor and might would
be chosen by all as the chieftains. Being brave and seasoned warriors, the
Chens engaged themselves in robbing the merchants. All desperate
scoundrels in this region went to the Chens for shelter. Even government
runners and soldiers dared not to look at them face to face. Local officials
could do nothing about the Chens, for in one way or another like the
Song Dynasty outlaws of the marsh in Liangshan County of Shandong,
they kept close contacts with both the military and public security
authorities.

Once there lived a rich scholar named Wang Xiucai in Huanggang
County of Huangzhou Prefecture. He kept dozens of servant boys and a
large number of concubines and servant girls. Unrestrained and
overflowing with talent, he was a man of courage and chivalry and loved
traveling. Moreover, he was also extremely resourceful. All schedules
and arrangements he set up would be meticulous and the outcome would
be worth seeing, thus winning him the name of Wang Taigong, which
implied that he was as intelligent and resourceful as Jiang Taigong, a
legendary character modeled after Lii Wang, a statesman and strategist of
the Zhou Dynasty who was renowned for his resourcefulness.

Of all his concubines Wang Xiucai made a pet of one called Huifeng,
who was so beautiful that her charms would have made fish sink and
wild geese fall from the sky, and her beauty put the moon and flowers to
shame. Furthermore, Huifeng proved to be capable in everything young
people undertook, such as writing and chanting poems, riding horses and
shooting arrows. Each time Wang Xiucai went on a sightseeing trip, he
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would have her accompany him.How did Huifeng look like? Here is a

description of her charm and beauty:
Her hair is as black and smooth as cicadas’ wings, and her eyebrows are
a bit jade green like the color of mountains in spring. Her mouth looks like
a cherry, and her teeth two rows of white jade. Her face looks like a flower
and her eyes are as crystal as clear water. A woman of many talents surpassing
all others, she has easy and unaffected manners. None will be able to refrain
from looking back at her, heroes or monks sitting in meditation.

One day Wang Xiucai and his concubine Huifeng made a sightseeing
tour to Yueyang Pavilion in Yuezhou Prefecture (the present Yueyang
city in Hunan Province). Ascending Yueyang Pavilion, they watched the
waters of Dongting Lake extending into the distance and mountainous
mighty waves lashing at the shore. It was winter; and the water in the
lake had ebbed. So Yueyang Pavilion and Junshan Mountain appeared to
be separated by little water. Coming out of the southern gate of Yuezhou,
Wang Xiucai and Huifeng got on a ferry and headed for the Junshan
Mountain across the lake. After traveling several /i on the lake, they arrived
at the foot of the mountain. When the ferry drew alongside, they hired a
sedan chair and moved onward for about a dozen of /i until finally they
reached the Temple of the Goddess of Xiangshui River. Lying to the right
side of the temple only about ten steps farther were the tombs of the two
concubines Ehuang and Nilying, who had become the goddesses after
their death in the Xiangshui River. Wang Xiucai and Huifeng each drank
a cup of wine at this place.

After traveling a little farther for half a /i, they found themselves at the
entrance of Chongsheng Temple. Looking up, they saw three big
characters, reading “Happy Fate Hill.” Realizing Wang Xiucai was puzzled
by the name of the hill, Huifeng explained with a smile, “You can only
bring us women here for sightseeing. You and I are fated to have come
here, and this is our happy fate.” Wang Xiucai consulted a monk. “This
hill is miraculous and has magic powers,” replied the monk, “and it hates
to see sightseers. So, it creates evil winds and violent billows to stop
sightseers each time they are coming. Those who can arrive here must
have happy fate. Hence the name.” Turning to Huifeng, Wang Xiucai
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said, smiling, “In this case, happy fate has brought you and me here today!”
Then the monk told Wang that four places of historical interest were worth
seeing, namely Xuanyuantai Pavilion, Fragrant Wine Pavilion,
Langyinting Pavilion and Liuyijing Pavilion.

Guided by the abbot, Wang Xiucai and Huifeng first ascended
Xuanyuantai Pavilion. Leaning on the railings and looking around, they
were deeply impressed by the magnificent view of Dongting Lake, which
was a vast expanse of water merging with the horizon far beyond. Coming
down Xuanyuantai Pavilion, they visited Fragrant Wine Pavilion,
Langyinting Pavilion and Liuyijing Pavilion successively. While they were
visiting Liuyijing Pavilion, there suddenly came a big, tall strong man.
Huifeng tried to steer clear of the stranger, but she failed to find a hiding
place. Seeing Huifeng was beautiful, the big tall man watched her intently,
and then started to follow her and Wang Xiucai wherever they went.
Feeling quite uneasy and upset at this stranger’s harassment upon them,
Wang Xiucai and Huifeng went down the mountain in a hurry.

As they were approaching their ferry, they found the big tall man had
also climbed down the mountain. Suddenly the man whistled, and a whistle
sounded in reply from a boat on Wang’s left. Then a dozen of burly fellows
emerged abruptly on the boat and greeted the big tall man in a loud voice.
Pointing at Huifeng, the big tall man shouted, “Capture this woman and
take her to our chieftain!” The band of fellows went into action one and
all and, like hawks snatching up swallows and sparrows, took Huifeng
onto their boat. Hoisting the sail, they set out for Dongting Lake. Wang
Xiucai could do nothing but groan inwardly. As there were innumerable
bandits’ lairs around the lake, Wang Xiucai did not know which band of
robbers had snatched away Huifeng. Though sad and anxious, he had to
return home alone.

Not knowing his love’s whereabouts,
He wonders she must have been melted into thin air.

However, how could Wang Xiucai call it quits then and there? Being
of a calculating sort, he would not give it up so easily. Immediately after
he returned home, he dispatched his servants to inquire about Huifeng’s
whereabouts and at the same time put up notices at every busy street in
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the provincial capital and the county seats, roughly reading, “Anyone
who furnishes secret information about Huifeng’s whereabouts will be
awarded with one hundred taels of silver.” Thus it was known to all that
one of Wang Xiucai’s.concubines was kidnapped and a huge bounty was
offered for those who could provide information about Huifeng’s
whereabouts.

An old saying goes, “A big reward will make the brave come forward.”
One day, Wang Xiucai arrived at the provincial capital. An old friend of
Wang Xiucai’s named Xiang Chengxun, the Military Regional
Commander of Chuzhong, entertained him at Huanghelou Pavilion. In
the middle of their drinking, Wang Xiucai leaned on the railing and
watched the flowing river enveloped in the mist and clouds. All of a
sudden, he started to think of his sweetheart Huifeng. Still not knowing
where she was, he chanted two lines loudly from Su Shi’s poem entitled
Chibi,

My feelings of sadness are like the never-ending river.
Looking into the distance, I know not where my love is.

He repeated these two lines several times and tears rolled down his
cheeks without his knowing it. As Regional Commander Xiang was about
to ask him what was wrong with him, Xiang’s bosom family servant came
to Wang and asked, “You look unhappy. Is it because your concubine got
kidnapped the other day?” “How do you know my mind?” asked Wang
Xiucai. The servant said, “Your notices can be seen everywhere on the
streets and everyone knows about it. All you have to do now is to enjoy
the wine with my master. I’ll tell you her whereabouts after the dinner is
over.” Upon hearing this, Wang cupped one hand in the other and said,
“If T could know her whereabouts, I would not decline a hundred big cups
of wine under any circumstances.” Xiang asked Wang, “Is it worthwhile
for you to worry over a woman? Drink three big cups of wine first and
then listen to what he’s got to say about the matter.” Wang drank three big
cups of wine in a row. Then he poured a big cup of wine and handed it to
the servant, and said, “I would be very much obliged if you could tell me
her whereabouts. And Il give you a hundred taels of silver as a reward.”

The servant said, “I’m a native of Xingguo County and my home is at
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the foot of Helii Mountain. I know the Chen clan perfectly well. The head
of the clan is called Big Brother Chen. Big Brother Chen has several
capable and gallant brothers who are engaged in private businesses on
the lake. There are innumerable valorous men of the world on the lake,
but Big Brother Chen is the chieftain. It is said some of his followers
snatched a beauty for him on Dongting Lake in Yuezhou County. He then
indulged himself all day long in drinking wine and having fun with that
beautiful woman. My home is no more than ten /i away from his, so I
know it well. This woman must be your concubine.”

Wang Xiucai said, “My concubine got kidnapped right at Dongting
Lake. So what you said must be true.” “This Big Brother Chen is a
generous and chivalric man,” said Xiang. “An outlaw as he is, he has
frequent contacts with us officials and often presents all kinds of valuables
to the yamen. He can summon wind and rain among the bandits as he
likes, and all the bandits in this region will always rise in response to his
calls. Unlike other ordinary robbers and thieves, he is not to be arrested
offthandedly by the yamen runners. If your concubine had been taken
away to his place, I’m afraid you’ll never be able to get her back. There
are countless beauties in the world. You’d better forget her. Help yourself
to the wine. It’s no use to worry about her.” Wang Xiucai said, “I am a
man. My concubine was captured by someone else and now I’ve known
her whereabouts. Shouldn’t I use a ruse to get her back? Though I am
without talent, I’'m determined to regain her. Just for your entertainment.”
“I’ll be looking forward to your good news,” said Xiang, “but it won’t be
an easy job.” So saying, Wang Xiucai and Regional Commander Xiang
drank to their hearts’ content and then said goodbye to each other.

On the next day, Wang Xiucai gave Xiang’s servant fifty taels of silver
as a reward for his information. Then he asked Xiang to allow the servant
to act as a scout for him so as to rescue his concubine. He also offered to
give the servant another fifty taels of silver to make the reward a hundred
taels as he had previously promised after he got back her concubine. Xiang
thought that Wang was just daydreaming. In spite of this, he still put his
servant at Wang’s command right away. The servant, overwhelmed with
Joy at receiving the silver, was only too anxious to take orders from Wang.
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Then Wang Xiucai inquired the servant about the names of the Chen
brothers.

With his ruse already in mind, Wang Xiucai wrote a complaint and
submitted it to the Military Defense and General Surveillance Circuit of
Chuzhong. Seeing Big Brother Chen’s name on the complaint, the Military
Defense and General Surveillance Circuit became cowardly. “You can’t
afford to offend the Chen brothers,” said the Military Circuit. “You’re
just doing this for nothing but a woman. If I issue an official paper to
arrest the Chen brothers and bring them to court, it will kick up a fuss and
get me into trouble. I can in no way do this.”

“] only need to obtain a written permission from you of your having
accepted my petition,” said Wang. “I’ll go talk with the Chen brothers
about the matter and get back my concubine on my own. You don’t have
to send your runners to handle this matter. It won’t cause any trouble. So
you may just rest assured about it.” “It’s not difficult for me to grant you
a written permission of my having accepted your petition,” said the
Military Circuit. “I can do it for you right now and you can take it with
you.” Wang Xiucai said, “I have no other demands except your written
permission. With this written permission in my hand I will have this case
settled.” Half-believing, half-doubting, the Military Circuit issued an
official statement of having accepted Wang’s petition and gave it to Wang.

Having received the official statement, Wang Xiucai, rapt with joy,
went to Regional Commander Xiang and said, “My petition has been
approved. I hope you can lend me a helping hand.” Xiang said, “I won’t
allow my soldiers to come to blows with the Chen Brothers.” “Just take it
easy,” said Wang. “I’m not going to use your soldiers. I think I can manage
it on my own. I only need to borrow a large towered ship, two
reconnaissance ships, some canopies, flags and some hats and clothing
for yamen officials. Apart from these things, I also need the help of your
bosom servant who tipped me off the other day. I won’t need to bother
one single soldier of yours.” Xiang asked, “How are you going to manage
it?” Wang replied, “I have my own way of settling this matter. I’'m afraid
I can’t disclose it to you at this moment. You will know it after [’ve gotten
back my concubine.” Xiang nodded his consent and lent Wang all the




[1H

Z)

1
1=
=
=
+

FEAE: “WKBAGHIE, SWHAFES, BHER,” w3
RE, REMES5ES L. EFAKRE, BET -T2 ARRK,
M EIL RN, XELEHRESKR, 24TH TEL, —5FF
Ay B2, #EIHL, Bk R, SR RE HR— 5. FRAILE:
AT AR SREE, b BT AP ATERS,
WIS RN, X B AR,

EFAL THME, BT AN, #T TG, —EfTER
EUIL Ak, RBE|FMAR, f—REks, BEHRSNAT
F, — T RAKKT, TROEXNER. —& 7T
SREERE, KAUSFALC 7 B R, R R B LA . bt
TIUALING, 4SS T —E, i L5 AT H, ZRMBEA
BAFRE#., IALE, BA—AbET, REFEIMENE, 5
REBAKAFE ., MAGIaE T EHEA AR, 182 A
7.

HEME KT8, 8 TERER, AEARbL?
T RNES, —F FEHA T BRI T 258, 98 T,
LRV, SREHEMRE, B0, KT3I TER,
BB, JoRR—MEF, EI.

BRRA, BRGME., =4 TEFE, MEDS AT, B

AERERE, FESERIELE, CFELLH, EITRRX



things as requested. Overjoyed, Wang Xiucai got ready plenty of provisions
which were enough to feed dozens of men for over a month. Then he
gathered dozens of his family servants and dressed them up as soldiers.
After going aboard the ships, they set sail in a great din of drums and
pipes. It was exactly like the scene that a high-ranking military official
was setting out for a tour of inspection. The following lines may serve as
a proof:

Thousand-/i convoy of ships have set sail for the voyage.

Piloting forward the large towered ship, Wang renounces the pen for the

sword.

Posing himself as the Mobile Corps Commander, Wang Xiucai and
his men sailed toward the river mouth at the foot of Helii Mountain. When
it was about four or five /i from Wang’s ship to the shore, Wang first
ordered two men to go board the reconnaissance ship and go ashore, the
two men being Xiang’s bosom family servant and Wang’s own bosom
family servant named Wang Gui. Meanwhile, he ordered his towered ship
to drift slowly with the current.

Xiang’s bosom family servant, a native of this place, knew his way
perfectly well around here. As he had got a handsome reward from Wang
Xiucai, how could he disobey his orders? Following Wang Xiucai’s
instructions, the two servants got onto the reconnaissance ship and set
sail in the direction of the shore. Soon they got ashore. Carrying a big
wooden signboard on the shoulder, indicating that a high-ranking official
was coming along, they told the local inhabitants to get ready to meet the
newly appointed Mobile Corps Commander. They also had several sheets
of red paper with them, which were notes for the Chen brothers, reading
roughly, “Jiang Wanli, the newly appointed Mobile Corps Commander,
would like to make the Chen brothers’ acquaintances.” Instantly Xiang’s
family servant led Wang Gui, Wang Xiucai’s family servant, to the village
where the Chen Brothers and the other robbers lived.

The wind is piercingly cold. No outsiders enter this village in winter and
few passersby set their feet on this piece of land all the year round. Clusters
of Chinese junipers appear to be dragon-shaped and the green pine trees
tiger-shaped. Though the sun has risen, will-o’-the-wisp glimmers inside
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the village gate. Before dusk falls, the age-old ravines turn desolately windy.
The bowls are filled with human flesh jam and under the planks are coin-
casting stoves. A bloody smell assails the nostrils, and this is the place where
the bandits live.

As he was on familiar terms with the Chen’s family, Xiang’s family
servant went straight into the Chen’s house with the notes and met the
Chen brothers. Knowing Xiang’s family servant perfectly well, how would
Big Brother Chen be suspicious of him? After seeing the note, Big Brother
Chen called over Second Brother Chen and Third Brother Chen and said,
“This Mobile Corps Commander is showing due respect for our feelings.
We should be polite to him too. Now get ready some fruits and good wine
and dress us up nicely. Let’s go meet him. On one hand, we show him our
courtesy and manners; on the other hand, we can manifest our power and
prestige. When we meet him, we may also use judgment and do what we
deem best.” When the Chen brothers had thus decided, one of their men
came up and reported, “The Mobile Corps Commander’s ship has arrived
at the mouth of the river and the sedan chair carriers are all ready to take
the Commander over to see you. So he’ll be right here.” The Chen brothers
dressed themselves up in their best suits and, with dozens of their followers
behind them, some holding fruits and wine and some carrying flags, set
out to meet Wang Xiucai at the foot of the mountain.

Before long Wang Xiucai’s towered ship pulled in to shore. Having
put on the official’s hat and red robe he had borrowed, Wang was carried
off the ship in a big sedan chair by eight carriers. After the local inhabitants
expressed their warm welcome to the Commander, the Chen brothers
bowed and exchanged greetings with Wang, and then guided him to their
village.

Arriving at Big Brother Chen’s house, Wang Xiucai alighted from the
big sedan chair and was showed into the sitting room. Losing no time, the
Chen brothers placed a chair in the center of the sitting room. “Be seated,
please,” said Big Brother Chen, “and accept our kowtows.” Wang said,
“No kowtows. You brothers are all generous and upright heroes. I’ve
long heard of your great names before I was appointed Mobile Corps
Commander of this region. I’m lucky to have been assigned this post.
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I’ve especially come to pay my respect for you because I highly esteem
and admire your generosity and loyalty to friends. How can I regard myself
as an official and take you as commoners? I suggest we get along with
each other as hosts and guest. Only in this way can we have long-standing
friendship.” The Chen Brothers threw themselves on their knees in front
of Wang. Wang propped them up hurriedly and said, “Stop doing this!
You’re no commoners. Don’t confine yourselves to conventional norms
of rites!” With a modest and polite demeanor, the Chen brothers asked
Wang to be seated while they stood beside him attentively.

Upon seeing this, Wang immediately ordered to bring some seats for
them. Then he told the Chen brothers to take their seats on his left and
right. Feeling it a great honor to have the Commander’s presence at their
home, the Chen brothers entertained Wang with a feast. At the table, Wang
took off his outerwear and drank to his heart’s content. During their
drinking, Wang and the Chen brothers expressed same views about heroes
and heroic deeds, and regretted for not having met each other earlier. The
Chen brothers admired Wang from the bottoms of their hearts and at the
same time were very grateful to the favor and kindness the “Commander”
had shown onto them. So they all said in one voice, “You’re so nice to us
brothers. We’ll do whatever we can to repay you for your great kindness
and we’ll do so without regret. We’ll be always ready to follow your
orders whenever an emergency comes on the lake. Also we’ll commit no
evildoings and will never let you down.” Hearing these remarks, Wang
became more delighted than ever and drank about a hundred more cups
of wine in succession with no hesitation. Their drinking lasted till midnight.
When the feast was over, Wang said good night to the Chen brothers and
went back to his ship.

Big Brother Chen played the host for this feast. On the following two
days, Second Brother Chen and Third Brother Chen played hosts and
entertained Wang with banquets respectively. After these two banquets,
Big Brother Chen said to Wang, “The dinner 1 gave the other day in your
honor was not well prepared, so it should not count.” Then Big Brother
Chen chose a day and entertained Wang again cordially. All the three
Chen brothers gave Wang plenty of money and presents, and Wang
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accepted them happily. When the banquets were over, Wang returned to
his ship.

Soon the Chen Brothers came aboard Wang’s ship to express their
thanks for Wang’s kindness. Wang asked them to stay on the ship and
ordered that a banquet be set to repay their hospitality in return. “We’re
just humble commoners,” said the Chen brothers. “We all feel it an honor
to have your presence at our homes. We would not dare to bother you to
hold a dinner for us.” “Courtesy demands reciprocity,” said Wang. “You
treated me cordially when I was at your homes. Now that you’ve come
onto my ship, shouldn’t I entertain you with a banquet in return for your
hospitality?” Moreover, people like you and I should not cling to
formalities that one must repay the other’s kindness. You all played the
hosts the other day when I was at your homes. Now that you’ve come to
my place to see me, [ must play the host this time and treat you to dinner
and wine. Why not just join in the fun?”

Unable to decline the offer, the Chen brothers had to sit at the table.
After everybody was seated, a group of opera singers, as had been well
arranged previously by Wang, came forward and started to sing to the
accompaniment of a band. The operas they performed, namely Becoming
Sworn Brothers at the Peach Blossom Garden and Guan Yu's Adventurous
Ride Alone, were based on the stories of Liu Bei, Guan Yu and Zhang Fei,
gallant heroes in the novel The Romance of Three Kingdoms. So, the
Chen brothers were deeply attracted by their singing and performances.
Actually Wang Xiucai had already secretly told his boatmen in advance
that the moment they heard the music they should make the ship drift
with the current slowly without letting the people on board realize its
moving. The singing and the music did not come to an end until the ship
had floated a distance of more than ten /i. After the performances and
music were over, Wang Xiucai and the Chen brothers started to drink
merrily. Meanwhile opera singers stood by the table and sang arias without
make-ups as they urged Wang and the Chen brothers to drink more.

Wang Xiucai was aware that the ship had drifted a long distance away
from the shore. Turning to the Chen brothers, Wang said, “I feel it a great
honor to have your presence at my dinner table and it’s really nice to
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make friends with you. But one small thing has been weighing on my
mind for some time and I’m afraid it’s quite harmful to you. Now I’d like
to discuss it with you and find a solution.” “What is it?”” the Chen brothers
said with a surprise. “Just tell us what it is, and we will do whatever you
instruct us to do.” Wang Xiucai told one of his followers to bring him the
suitcase. Taking the official statement out of the suitcase, Wang said to
the Chen brothers, “A man named Wang Xiucai submitted a complaint
against you to the yamen, saying that you grabbed his concubine. Did
you do it?”’ Feeling perplexed, the Chen brothers looked at each other
blankly for a while. However, they knew they couldn’t conceal it from
Wang.

“We did get a woman from Yuezhou,” said Big Brother Chen. “Her
name is Huifeng and it’s said she is from the Wang family. She is now at
my home. I would not dare to hide it from you.” Wang Xiucai said, “A
little woman is nothing serious. But that Wang Xiucai is a truly
extraordinary hero of our time. He is now planning to present a memorial
to the throne so as to win the emperor’s approval of making an expedition
against you. Now he has already brought this lawsuit to my superior. My
superior issued this official statement privately and asked me to take charge
of this matter. I know perfectly the valorous men of the wide world. How
could I send an army to disturb you? So I’ve brought you all to my place.
I hope you can meet my superior tomorrow and confront Wang Xiucai at
court.”

Turning pale in terror, the Chen brothers said, “How could we be bold
enough to see your superior? Definitely we’ll be put into jail once we
appear at court. We’re going to be finished!” Instantly they thought of
getting out of the ship, but as they pushed open the window, they found
they were in the middle of the big river, far away from their lair. They
were totally at a loss what to do. The following lines well depict the
distress of the Chen brothers:

The winged creatures can fly up into the sky.

The scaled and shelled creatures can go down into the deep pool.
Having neither wings nor scales and shells,

How should they free themselves from a calamity?
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The Chen brothers knew they had been trapped. Throwing themselves
on their knees, they said, “Please help us, sir.” Wang Xiucai said, “Under
the present circumstances, if I don’t take you to my superior, there is no
way for me to account for my mission; if I take you to my superior, you’ll
definitely get into trouble. We should consider the matter carefully before
making a decision. I’m wondering if you can help me get rid of this official
statement. If that could be done, I guess you may as well be excused from
meeting my superior.”

The Chen brothers said, “We’re slow-witted. We’d rather have your
instructions.” “That Wang Xiucai cares for nothing but regaining his
concubine,” suggested Wang Xiucai. “Why don’t we send a
reconnaissance ship to your house and bring that woman onto my ship? I
can take this woman to my superior, and my superior can return this woman
to Wang Xiucai at court. When this is done, my superior will surely write
off this sheet of official statement and you will be excused from going to
court.” The Chen brothers said, “This is quite easy! I can write a note to
my housekeeper. When my housekeeper sees my handwriting, he will
certainly let the woman go with your followers.” “This must be done
without delay,” Wang Xiucai said. “Write a note right now.” Then Big
Brother Chen wrote his housekeeper a note, telling him to let that woman
go with the men carrying the note.

When the note was ready, Wang Xiucai gave it to the two servants.
One was Xiang’s family servant who knew the way and the other his own
servant Wang Gui who knew the concubine. Carrying the note with them,
the two servants set out for Big Brother Chen’s home on two
reconnaissance ships. :

Accompanied by the music, Wang Xiucai and the Chen brothers
continued with their drinking as usual. Seeing Wang’s big-heartedness,
the Chen brothers recovered a bit from the terror. But they still looked
troubled and upset. Wang, however, went on drinking as he talked and
laughed with graceful bearing.

At daybreak, Huifeng was brought back to Wang’s towered ship.
Overjoyed, Wang Xiucai led her into a compartment. Then Wang granted
each of the two servants a reward of one ingot of silver. The other
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participants of this action were also rewarded with some silver.

Then Wang Xiucai ordered to fill three big cups with wine for the
Chen brothers as a farewell toast. Meanwhile he said to them, “Now that
this business has been settled, I’ll go see my superior and report on my
work. You’re dismissed.” Upon hearing these words, the Chen brothers
were moved to tears of gratitude, saying they were greatly indebted to
him for his saving their lives. However, Wang stroked Big Brother Chen’s
beard and said, “You don’t know Wang Xiucai, do you? I am Wang Xiucai!
Newly appointed Mobile Corps Commander? No! I put on all this show
just because I didn’t want to lose my concubine, my sweetheart. Now my
sweetheart is back. And I’ve had a wonderful time with you all for the
last few days. Don’t think it’s predestined? It’s really nice to know you.
Thank you all for your kindness. Goodbye.”

As if waking up from a dream, the Chen brothers let out a sigh of
relief. Laughing heartily, they said, “So witty and humorous you are!
What an unconventional and uninhibited hero! We are just boors. We
really feel it an honor to have been together with you for these days.
Indeed, fate has brought us together. As for this woman, we didn’t know
she is your concubine. We are very sorry for what we did to her. Please
forgive us!” So saying, they took out the silver they had on them,
amounting to about thirty taels, and presented it all to Wang Xiucai. “Please
take this money as a token of our respect and buy some dresses for your
concubine,” they said. Unable to turn them down, Wang had to accept it
kindly. Then, as requested by the Chen brothers, Wang dispatched a
reconnaissance ship to take them ashore. Getting aboard the ship, the
Chen brothers waved goodbye toward Wang Xiucai.

Wang Xiucai went into the compartment and asked Huifeng to come
out. Then the two talked about that unfortunate event happened to them
the other day. Huifeng wept sadly as she recalled her bitter experiences.
“Anyway, you’re back with me now,” said Wang Xiucai. “No need to
mention the past. Have a cup of wine to help you get over the shock.”
Thus Wang Xiucai and his concubine drank to their hearts’ content and
passed the night together on the ship.

On the next day Wang Xiucai’s towered ship reached Wuchang. Wang
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made a call at Regional Commander Xiang’s house. Seeing Xiang, Wang
said, “My business is over. I’m here to return your ships and other things
I borrowed from you.” “How about your concubine?” asked Xiang.
“Thanks to your help,” replied Wang, “she is now on the ship.” “How did
you regain her?” asked Xiang. Wang Xiucai then gave a full account of
how he had gotten back his concubine. Finally Wang said, “I’m greatly
indebted to your kind and generous help.” “How amazing it is!” exclaimed
Xiang. “Only a true man with exceptional valor and resourcefulness can
mabke it. You have the makings of a general.” Instantly Wang Xiucai gave
Xiang’s bosom family servant another fifty taels of silver to make it one
hundred, as was guaranteed earlier on his notice. When everything was
settled, Wang hired a boat and asked his concubine to go on board, and he
again borrowed a reconnaissance ship from Xiang to take his family
servants and at the same time to escort his hired boat as well while traveling
on the river.

After everything was carefully arranged, Wang Xiucai went to the
Military Defense and General Surveillance Circuit of Chuzhong to return
the sheet of official statement to him. “How is everything going with this
matter? Why are you returning it to me?” asked the Military Circuit. Again
Wang Xiucai reported how had regained his concubine from the Chen
brothers. The Military Circuit said, laughing, “You can get back your
concubine from the tigers’ den without resorting to arms. What a miracle!
I’m sure one day you’ll make a great frontier general garrisoning our
country!” Wang Xiucai thanked the Military Circuit modestly and politely
for his compliment and left for Huanggang County with Huifeng.

As the natives of Huanggang later learned about Wang Xiucai’s
adventures in regaining his concubine, all marveled at his exceptional
valor and resourcefulness, saying, “He is really true to the name of Wang
Taigong!”

True heroes have the valor to take liberties with tigers and wolves
And live with them under one roof with ease.

Able indeed is Wang Xiucali,

Who regains his sweetheart with wisdom and intelligence?
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Tale 28

Rich Cheng Encounters a Headless Female Body
Assistant Prefect Wang Clears up Two Unsettled Cases

A poem reads thus:
Life and death is a matter of vital importance.
From time immemorial, one has to give as life for a life.
Though truth may be well concealed for the time being,
The Creator will eventually manifest its prowess.

Huanggiliao, a place in Huangzhou Prefecture of the Huguang region
(present-day Hunan and Hubei provinces), teemed with top-grade
watermelons. Once there was an old watermelon man who lived on
growing watermelons. He toiled hard on his watermelon garden and valued
his watermelons very much. There was an unusually large watermelon in
his watermelon garden. Standing out alone among the others, this unique
watermelon was as large as a dou.'He specially kept this large watermelon
and intended to present it to the rich and influential family as an offering
when it was ripe.

One day he carried a hoe on the shoulder and went to hoe up weeds in
the garden. Suddenly he caught sight of a man who was stealthily trying
to hide himself in his watermelon garden. Immediately rushing to the
garden, he found that a beggar was lying low there eating a watermelon.
Upon a closer look, he discovered that the largest watermelon was missing.
It turned out that the beggar had smashed it open and was now nibbling at
it, rind and seeds all together. Unable to restrain his fury, the old
watermelon man swung his hoe and hit the beggar on the head. The beggar
fell onto the ground and died, with his brains dashing out. Getting flustered,
the old watermelon man dug up a pit in the garden with his hoe and
buried the body of the beggar. Luckily the beggar had no close relatives
to bring the homicide to court. Thus, the death of the beggar remained
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unknown to the public.

In the next year, the watermelons in his garden were growing
luxuriantly, and again one of them appeared to be unusually large. It was
so large that it equaled to three to four ordinary-sized ones put together.
Also cherishing this large watermelon profoundly, the old watermelon
man was unwilling to pick it up rashly.

It so happened that one of officials in the county yamen got a fever.
The sick county official was eager to have a large watermelon to relieve
internal heat. The yamen runners bought many watermelons from different
places, but the county official was unsatisfactory with them. For this
reason, the yamen runners were put to torture as a punishment. Becoming
anxious to get a large watermelon, the yamen runners searched high and
low. Finally they learned that the old watermelon man had an unusually
large one in his garden. Arriving at the old watermelon man’s garden,
they did find an extremely large one, the size of which appeared to be
several times larger than ordinary ones.

The yamen runners bought it at a high price and took it to the yamen.
All the yamen officials were carried away with joy at the sight of this
large watermelon . However, as they cut it open, the flesh of the
watermelon flew out onto the table in a mess. Heaving a sigh, everyone
said, “What a pity! This large watermelon has gone bad.” But as they
examined the flesh carefully, they all put out their tongues in terror and
could not withdraw them back for quite a long time. Do you know why?
The flesh of the watermelon was actually blood, and everyone present
could smell the blood. Greatly astounded, the county officials immediately
reported it to the County Magistrate.

The County Magistrate said, “There must be an injustice behind it!”
Then he called forward the yamen runners who bought the watermelon
and asked, “Where did you get it?”” The yamen runners answered, “We
got it from an old watermelon man’s garden.” The County Magistrate
asked, “How could he grow such a large watermelon? Bring him to me. ]
have some questions to ask him.” Losing no time, the yamen runners
brought the old watermelon man to the yamen to see the County
Magistrate.
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The magistrate asked, “How did you grow such a huge watermelon?
Are all the other melons in your garden so large too?” The old watermelon
man answered, “The others are just ordinary ones, not so large as this
one. I have no idea why this one grew so large.” The County Magistrate
asked, “How about last year? Did you also get a large watermelon like
this one in your garden last year?” “Yes, I did,” replied the old watermelon
man. “But it wasn’t so large as this one. This one is exceptionally large
and I’ve never seen such a large watermelon before.” Smiling, the County
Magistrate said, ““The seed of this large watermelon must be a special
one. Also it must have got special roots. Get ready my sedan chair now. |
want to go there and have a look in person.”

Arriving at the garden, the County Magistrate asked the watermelon
man to show him the exact place where this watermelon had grown. Then
he ordered that the spot be dug up to examine the roots of this huge
watermelon. With only a little digging, the diggers discovered that the
roots seemed to have been rooted in something unknown to them.
Removing the soil, the diggers found the roots were planted in the mouth
of a dead person. Greatly shocked, the diggers started to unearth more of
this place and soon they saw the entire body of a dead person. In the
mouth of the dead were filled with countless watermelon seeds.

The County Magistrate then locked up the old watermelon man and
interrogated him about the death of this person. Knowing for sure that he
would not be able to deny it, the old watermelon man had to confess how
he had caught a beggar in his garden eating his watermelon and how he
had killed him by mistake and buried him in the garden the year before.
The County Magistrate said, “No wonder the flesh of this watermelon
was blood. It was actually the product of his unjust death and it has nurtured
this watermelon. It is Heaven’s will that a case of murder be brought to
light when one of my officials needed a large watermelon to cure his
fever. Mean and lowly as the beggar was, his life was also a life. Though
he stole your watermelon, you should not kill him. You’ll have to pay
with your life for a life.” Thus the old watermelon man was sentenced to
the gallows for beating the beggar to death. Later the old watermelon
man died in prison.
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It is thus clear that human life is of the most important of all. Originally
the death of the beggar was unknown to everyone. Moreover, one year
had gone by since the body of the beggar was buried in the garden. Out of
everyone’s expectation, an unusually huge watermelon grew out of the
mouth of the dead and this watermelon eventually brought to light the
case of murder. Indeed, Heaven will eventually settle all accounts.

* * *k

Now I'd like to tell you another similar story in which one case touched
off another and thus two unsettled cases finally got cleared up. You will
find it rather strange. The following lines may serve as a proof:

Clueless cases are common everywhere.

Never make pure guesses at clueless cases.

But when the time has come for a case to be brought to light,
This case will touch off another.

Once there was a rich man, whose family name was Cheng, in Huizhou
Prefecture, Zhili Province, during the Chenghua reign (1465-1487) in
our Ming Dynasty. According to local convention, a rich man was usually
called “chaofeng.” This had been the form of address applied to high-
ranking government officials in the Song Dynasty. It was just as a rich
man was then addressed as Esquire, as a means of showing respect. Cheng
possessed immense wealth. And, as an old saying goes, “Easy
circumstances breed lewd thoughts,” he was only interested in women. If
he saw a woman of certain attraction, he would go to great lengths to
seduce her. He didn’t care how much it might cost, so long as his desire
could be met. Thus his expenditures ran high, and the number of women
he lured was also large. An old proverb also says, “Heaven brings
misfortune to the lecherous.” A person driven by a constant desire for sex
will commit inconceivable deeds, which will eventually lead to the
destruction of both family and reputation. Regrets usually come after the
ruin. However, let’s just leave this subject for later treatment.

There lived a wine-seller called Brother Li Fang in the town of Yanzi
in Huizhou. His wife, née Chen, was full of charm and attraction. Cheng
took a fancy for her and lusted after her. So he hung around the tavern all
day long, talking to the husband and wife in the disguise of buying drinks.
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Though he gradually achieved familiar terms with them, Chen was
righteous and left no chance for him to seduce her. Cheng thought to
himself, “In this wide world, no one can resist the temptation of money.
Brother Li Fang and his wife are poor. I will go for high stakes by throwing
a huge sum of money at them. Will she not be hooked then? Seeking her
favors with her in secret is not as good as a deal made in the open.”

One day he asked Brother Li Fang, “How much do you make each
year by selling wine?” Brother Li Fang replied, “Even with your kindness,
it is good luck if my wife and I are able to barely survive in this trade.”
Cheng then said, “Do you have anything left after the deduction of your
costs every year?” Brother Li Fang said, “If I can have a profit of one or
two taels of silver, I keep it as capital for future business. We’re actually
doing business on a shoestring right now. How can we expect to make a
profit?” Cheng asked, “If someone lends you five or ten taels of silver as
capital, would you take it?” Brother Li Fang said, “If I had five or ten
taels of silver, I would start a prosperous tavern. Then we would not only
be able to feed ourselves, but also make some profit every year. But where
could I get such a huge loan? Even if someone loaned us some money,
we would be in debt and have to worry about paying the interest in the
future. I think it’s less risky to keep this small business.”

Cheng then said, “I think you’re an honest person. If you can do me a
favor, I will give you twenty or thirty taels. It doesn’t make much difference
to me.” Brother Li Fang said, “Twenty or thirty taels of silver might be
nothing to you, but that amount would benefit me for the rest of my life!
Why would you be willing to do that?” Cheng replied, “I would, if you
should be kind to me.” Brother Li Fang said, “Please tell me how I can be
of any service to you.” With a smile, Cheng said, “I’m interested in
something in your home. It won’t cost you anything. I will just check it
out and return it to you after [ use it. If you agree, I’ll give you thirty taels
of silver at once.” Brother Li Fang asked, “What do I have in my home
that is useful to you, and after you use it, you will return it to me, something
that will cost me nothing? Why should I get paid so much money by
you?” Then Cheng laughed and said, “I have doubt that you would like
me to use it. [f you would, your wife might not. You’d better talk to your
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wife today. I’ll be back tomorrow with the silver to see whether we can
make a deal. I am just giving you a hint today and can’t say anything
more about it explicitly.” Still laughing, Cheng left.

Brother Li Fang told his wife about the matter that evening. “I wonder
what it is in our home that he is interested in,” he said. Thinking for a
moment, Chen said, “You’re taken in by his round-about way of talking!
If he wants to borrow some object from us and will return it after the use,
the most valuable thing you possess cannot deserve such great sum. He
must have been calculating on me. You’re a man. Make sense of it. Don’t
let him deceive you.” Brother Li Fang laughed and said, “How could that
be true?”

On the next day Cheng came as promised with a pack of silver, and
said to Brother Li Fang, “Here’s the silver, I’ve got it ready for you. Now
it’s up to you to make a decision.” Cheng opened the pack and showed
him the bright shining silver. Staring at the white silver with wide-opened
eyes, Brother Li Fang was greatly tempted. He said, “Please tell me directly
what you need, so 1 can lend it to you.” Cheng said, “You’re a sensible
man. Do you really want me to make it explicit? Just think, what you
possess in your home 1s so valuable?” Brother Li Fang said, “1 just can’t
figure it out. I don’t have anything worth more than ten taels except the
bodies of me and my wife.” Cheng laughed and said, “Exactly. Who talked
about anything incorporeal?” Flushing with shame, Brother Li Fang said,
“You’re kidding. How can you make such a joke?”” Cheng said, “I’m not
kidding. I’m paying ready money for an article on hand. If you consent,
we’ll make a deal. Otherwise I’m only making an offer. How can I push
you?” So saying, he started to gather up the silver.

An old saying goes, “A drink of wine makes one blush and shining
gold leads one to evil.” Secing that Cheng was about to pick up his silver,
Brother Li Fang stared in silent hesitation. Cheng read his mind. So he
took out an ingot of silver, more than three taels in weight, stuck it into
Brother Li Fang’s sleeve and said, “Take this first as a sample. You’ll get
ten ingots like this one. You two may give thought to the matter.” Brother
Li Fang took the silver with much hesitation. Cheng was rather composed
in his usual sophistication, knowing that Brother.
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Li Fang’s accepting of the silver was a sign of success. So he said,
“I"ve got to go and will be back later to get your word.”

Brother Li Fang entered his room and said to his wife, “You guessed
right yesterday. What he wanted is exactly what you said. I taunted him
and he felt embarrassed. So he gave this ingot to me as an apology. I’ve
kept it.” Chen then said, “It would have been better if you had not taken
the silver. Since you took it, he may take it a sign of your approval. How
can he give up his lecherous desire?” Brother Li Fang said, “I was at a
loss for words when I took it. Before he left, he said, ‘If I’'m satisfied, 1
won’t mind giving you ten of these.’ I figured, we toil a whole year and
can’t make a few taels of silver. He intends to spend a great deal of money
on you. We may as well take advantage of his desire and satisfy him a
little bit so that we can later get a big sum of silver from him. It’s a lot
easier money than what we make out of each bargain we make with a
customer.” Then Brother Li Fang set the silver on the table. Chen picked
it up and looked at it, saying, ““You’re a man. Does the mere sight of this
make you willing to let your wife have a lover?”

Brother Li Fang said, “It’s not the matter of willingness. But it’s that a
rich man comes to us to ask for a favor. Let’s bear the momentary pain of
shame and have lasting wealth. We’re not an illustrious family. In the
topsy-turvy world of today, even if we keep a clean record, we can’t
expect someone to build a memorial archway for us. We may just follow
the trend.” Chen said, “It sounds alright. But it’s rather humiliating for
me to lure him.” Brother Li Fang said, “Anyway he will pay for everything.
I’ll play the host by inviting him to come in for a drink in the evening.
Then I’ll leave you alone by going outside. When he arrives, tell him that
I am out and will be back shortly. If you have a drink with him, he will
certainly make advances towards you. You may see the chance and yield
to him. When I get back, it will be over. We’ll obtain a lot of money from
him so easily!” Chen said, “It’s just too humiliating. I can’t do it.” Brother
Li Fang said, “Cheng is no stranger to us. Why do you feel ashamed?
You’ll be the hostess in drinking with him. You don’t need to go outside
to solicit him. You just see what he does and says, and then behave
accordingly. It’s certainly not something embarrassing.” Chen heard this
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and saw that nothing too much was demanded of her. So she agreed.

Brother Li Fang made arrangements and went to Cheng’s place with
the invitation, saying, “I appreciate your kindness in not detesting me.
I’ve got some wine ready in my humble home. You’re invited to have a
chat with me this evening. Please come.” Seeing this, Cheng was quite
happy. He said to himself, “Everyone wavers at the sight of gains! He
must have talked his wife into agreement. Since he is inviting me for
wine tonight, I’l] be able to make it with her.” Impatiently Cheng waited
for the arrival of the evening appointment.

It is universally acknowledged that success involves setbacks. That
evening Cheng joyously sauntered out into the street. He stumbled into
another rich man called Wang, who seized him by his sleeve and asked
him to go with him to see a newly arrived whore called Wang Dashe. As
Wang urged him to go, Cheng turned the invitation down by making an
excuse that he was busy. Wang asked, “What business do you have?”
Cheng was flustered and couldn’t make up a plausible story. Seeing that
he could not come up with a good reason, Wang said, “If you have nothing
to do, why do you spoil the fun by declining my offer?” Ignoring the
Cheng’s reluctance, he and a few of his young fellows shoved Cheng to
come along with them. After they got there, Wang became interested in
the whore, so he paid the money and acted as the host and decided to
spend the night with her. Cheng felt restless at being held up there, as if
he was on pins and needles. After he downed a couple of drinks, he fled.

It was about midnight. Brother Li Fang had gone to the home of one
of his friends on an excuse. Cheng rushed to Li’s tavern and saw that the
door was ajar. He understood she was there awaiting him. He entered and
locked the gate. The rooms in the tavern were not pretty large. Looking
through the door, he saw the gleam of candlelight in the main room and a
table loaded with food and wine. All was dead silence. He walked into
the room and found no one inside. As he picked up a light from the table
and took a close look around, he uttered a scream, “Horrible!” What he
saw hit him like a thunderbolt from a clear sky. On the floor was a pool of
blood in which a headless body of a woman rested. He was so stunned by
the scene that his teeth chattered in trepidation. He dashed to open the
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gate and raced back home. Shaking all over, he couldn’t squat or stand
still. His heart pounded against his ribs. He was sure that he had invited
disaster upon himself. Let’s leave him with his terror for now.

Brother Li Fang, in the meantime, stayed in his friend’s home until
well after midnight. Reckoning that the business between his wife and
Cheng must be over, he strolled back home. On his way home, he
calculated he might as well be able to have a drink with them too. As he
got there, he noticed that the gate to his store was open. “This Chaofeng
is so careless,” he thought. “He was having an affair but he did not even
bolt the gate.” Brother Li Fang went into the room and found no sign of
Cheng, but saw a headless body on the floor. A closer look at the clothes
assured him that it was his wife, Startled, he yelled out, “What happened?!
What happened ?!” He sobbed and wondered, “My wife was willing to
do it with him. But what could she have said to hurt Cheng so that he
would kill her? I must find him and take revenge!” He cleaned up the
mess, locked the gate and raced to Cheng’s place.

Cheng, still unable to make sense of the murder, heard a knock on his
door. He could tell it was Brother Li Fang, so he opened the door, hoping
to find out from him what on earth had happened. Brother Li Fang seized
him and began questioning, “What a horrible thing you did! Why did you
kill my wife?” Cheng replied, “When I arrived at your place, I didn’t see
anybody. I only found your wife on the floor, murdered. Why do you say
I killed her?” Brother Li Fang said, “Who else, if it was not you?” Cheng
said, “I loved your wife. If she had been with me, 1 would have never had
enough intimacy with her. Why would I have turned out to be so cruel as
to kill her? You have to look into this matter thoroughly. Don’t accuse me
rashly.” Brother Li Fang said, “My wife and I had a peaceful life before.
It is you who stirred up all this trouble, and now you have killed her! On
whom do you want to shift the responsibility? Let’s go to court. You must
give me back my wife!” They kept shouting at each other until it was
well into the next morning. Then, as they wrangled, they went to the
yamen.

After learning it was a murder, the Prefect accepted the lawsuit and
assigned Assistant Prefect Wang to look into the murder case. Assistant
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Prefect Wang accompanied the plaintiff and the accused to Li’s tavern to
examine the body. The examination showed that it was a woman’s body.
She was killed with a knife and her head was missing. The Assistant
Prefect ordered the local authorities to have the body laid into a container
and put away, and then he brought the plaintiff and the accused back to
his office. He first let Brother Li Fang tell his side of the story. Brother Li
Fang said, “I’m Li Fang and my wife was Chen. We have made a living
by keeping a tavern. This man Cheng was attracted to my wife and sneaked
into my house on the excuse of buying wine while I was away, and then
he intended to rape her. My wife must have refused him, so he killed
her.”

The Assistant Prefect turned to Cheng and asked how he would explain
this. Cheng said, “The husband and wife ran the tavern and I was a regular
customer. Li invited me to have a drink in his home yesterday. [ got there
late because I was held up by some other business. I didn’t see Li in his
home, but only found his wife on the floor dead. I was frightened and ran
back home. I had nothing to do with the murder.” Assistant Prefect Wang
said, “He said you went there to buy wine as an excuse and tried to rape
her. But you said you were invited. If he invited you as the host, why was
he not at home? It appears that you are a rapist!” Cheng said, “He did
invite me. So I went there. Now he’s here. You can question him about it.
He can’t deny it!” “I did invite him,” Li Fang said, “but he went there
before I got back home, and raped and killed my wife.”

Assistant Prefect Wang asked, “Since you invited him, why were you
not at home when he got there and committed rape and murder? You
must both be concealing some details from me!” The Assistant Prefect
had cramps brought out and put both the plaintiff and the accused on
rack, and this made them tell the truth. Brother Li Fang now said, “In
fact, Cheng fancied my wife and promised me some silver, requesting a
drink with my wife. I was driven by the desire for money and reluctantly
agreed. It’s true that I invited him to come and have a drink. As I knew
that I would be in his way, I left home for a while. When I got back, I was
surprised to find that he had killed my wife and had fled home.” Cheng
said, “I admit I was interested in his wife and plotted to seduce her. He
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did grant my request and invited me for a drink. Why would I have changed
my mind and killed her? In reality when I arrived there, his wife was
already dead. 1 was shocked and ran back home. I had nothing to do with
it.” The Assistant Prefect then said, “Li Fang played host in name, but
pandered in actuality. When Cheng got there, the woman rejected him
and so he killed her on the spot. That should be how it was. It is despicable
to seduce the wife of somebody else. Cheng should pay with his own
life.” Cheng said, “It is my fault to harbor wild desires at sight of beautiful
woman. As for the murder, I’'m indeed ignorant. Furthermore, the husband
and wife talked and agreed on the arrangement of asking me to come to
their tavern and have a drink. Even if his wife had been reluctant, I would
have certainly taken time to plead with her. Why would [ have gone to
such an extreme as to kill her?”

Assistant Prefect Wang abhorred Cheng’s lust as the source of the crime
and wouldn’t listen to him any more. He thought of sentencing him on
the capital crime of rape and homicide, but the woman’s head was missing
from her body and no murder weapon had been found at the scene. So the
case lacked enough evidence to be concluded. Assistant Prefect Wang
thus demanded that Cheng come up with the head by a certain deadline.

Government ordinance allows of no trifling.

How can he be let off easily after he’s caused trouble?

Not until now has he realized womanizing never comes easy.
Where can he get the head of the beauty?

After the deadline was renewed several times, however, Cheng still
presented no clue as to the whereabouts of the missing head. He pleaded,
“Even if I had been refused in a rape attempt and killed her, what’s the
use for me to keep the chopped head? There is no reason for me to be
subject to interrogation now!” Finding his words reasonable, Assistant
Prefect Wang began to suspect that the killer might be another man. He
ordered that both Cheng and Brother Li Fang be detained in jail and had
their neighbors rounded up in court for investigation.

The neighbors all said, “Li and Cheng were a seller and customer in
frequent contact. We’ve never heard about any adultery between them.
As for Cheng, he’s married, and it’s likely that he has committed seduction.
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But we’ve never seen him behave brutally. He might not have been
involved in the murder.” Assistant Prefect Wang then said, “If he’s not
the murderer, you local inhabitants must be familiar with the Li family.
Then you know something about Li’s foes. Is there anything suspicious
that you can tell me about?” The neighbors said, “Li Fang ran his tavern
every day and didn’t have any foes. He and his wife were good people
and never bickered with others. We can’t figure out who committed the
murder that night. It’s really a puzzle for us neighbors.” Assistant Prefect
Wang said, “You should go around and make inquiries about it.” With
that demand placed on them, the neighbors were about to leave when one
elder stepped forward and said, “On the basis of my humble guess, there
is a man who might be the murderer.” Assistant Prefect Wang asked,
“Who?”” The mention of this person will unfold the truth of this case and
lead us farther into the details of another.

An itinerant Buddhist monk, begging alms from door to door,

Commits murder.

A man’s head buried deep

Brings to light another murder case happened ten years ago.

This exactly verifies the saying: Good and evil will always be rewarded;

it is only a question of time. '

The elder said, “There was a wandering monk from far away in our
place. He beat his clapper and cried for alms every night for more than a
month. After the murder of Li’s wife, I didn’t hear his voice any more.
Could it be just a coincidence that he left right after the murder? Moreover,
I never heard about anyone ever giving him alms. Would he have been
satisfied before he left? That is something suspicious.” Assistant Prefect
Wang said, “It is wandering monks’ nature to commit atrocities. Your
doubt is not groundless. But where can we hunt for him?” The old man
said, “When a high reward is offered, brave fellows will come forward.
You can summon that Cheng and let him know the situation. His family
is wealthy and will surely be willing to offer a handsome reward for the
capture of the real criminal. I don’t think the monk has gone too far away.

He should be somewhere in the vicinity. So it won’t be too difficult to
find him.”
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Assistant Prefect Wang agreed. Cheng was brought out from jail and
told what the old man had said. Cheng said, “This clue gives me a chance
of life. I only hope my lord will take charge of this matter, issue a wide-
search dispatch and assign a few arrest-runners to launch a large-scale
hunt. I’m willing to make an offer of a reward and pay the money upon
receiving information about the murder.” Assistant Prefect Wang
immediately selected a few arrest-runners. Cheng asked someone to invite
the arrest-runners to see him. Then he gave them ten taels of silver as
their traveling expenses, and put aside thirty taels of silver as a reward,
which would be handed to them upon the capture of the monk. The runners
agreed to this and set off for the hunt.

The arrest-runners had many colleagues and they were well informed.
They never failed in whatever they set out to do. With the knowledge of
Cheng’s rich family background plus the generous reward, they spared
no effort to accomplish their mission. In less than a year the monk was
discovered in Ningguo Prefecture, begging on the street and retiring in
an old temple at night. The runners had taken a local man with them, and
the local man identified the monk as the one who had begged in the town
of Yanzi. The arrest-runners discussed the matter among themselves. “He’s
the man for sure,” they deliberated. “But we don’t know whether he’s the
murderer or not. Even if he is, we can’t arrest him without any evidence.
We will have to use strategy to get him.”

Thus, they decided to find a woman’s garment and let a younger runner
wear it. He was to go with them in disguise into an ambush in a wood
next to the sole path by which one could go from the street to the old
temple. They kept watch there until midnight when the monk was seen
walking along the path alone, with his clapper in hand. In the woods the
arrest-runner in the disguise of a woman muttered, “Monk, give me back
my head!” The monk was taken aback. He came to a stop and vaguely
caught sight in the darkness of a woman in red. Fear gripped him
immediately. Another such utterance rose right after the first, “Monk,
give me back my head!” Then the phrase became a steady repetition. The
monk shivered in dread, replying, “Isn’t your head on the rack of the
store three doors up from your house? Don’t importune me!” The arrest-
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runners in ambush knew by this that the monk was undoubtedly the
murderer. With a whistle, they sprang out, seized him and tied him up,
shouting, “Bald villain! You committed murder in the town of Yanzi, but
have hidden yourself here!” A solid beating subdued the monk. Then the
monk was taken back to the prefecture court.

Assistant Prefect Wang asked the arrest-runners how they had captured
the man. They recounted the trap set with the disguise of a woman, the
monk’s panic and his release of the truth, and their final capture of him.
The monk was brought into the court. He knew that his crime was
discovered and he could not get off, so he confessed, “Yes, I killed the
woman.” Assistant Prefect Wang asked, ‘“What rancor was between you
and her?” The monk answered, “I didn’t have rancor against her. That
night I howled for alms and went by the house and saw the gate open, so
I stole inside, hoping to steal something. Then I was surprised to see that
the candles were lit brightly and a beautiful woman was standing by the
bed in dazzling attire. I just couldn’t hold back my urges. So I clasped her
in my arms and attempted to have sex with her. But she desperately
resisted. In a fit of anger, I pulled out my knife and killed her. I picked up
the chopped head and ran off. Then I thought, ‘Why do I need this head?’
So I put it on the rack in the store three doors up the road. I was angry that
she had not yielded to my request but felt released after I killed her. On
that very night I fled to Ningguo Prefecture. Now I’ve been arrested. I
should pay with my life, and have nothing else to say.”

Assistant Prefect Wang issued an order and had the manager of the
store brought into court, and asked him, “The monk confessed that there
was a human head on your shelf. Where is it now?”” The manager answered,
“Yes, there was a human head there. When I saw it in the morning, [ was
afraid I would get involved and become a suspect in a murder. So I took
it to Zhao Da’s home, about ten doors further up the road, and hung it on
a tree outside his house. I have no idea what happened after that.” Assistant
Prefect Wang sent some men with the store manager to bring Zhao Da to
the court.

Arriving at the court, Zhao Da said, “That morning | saw a head hanging
on the tree. | was shocked and was going to report this to the yamen, but
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[ feared I might be involved in a legal case. So I buried it in my back
garden.” Assistant Prefect Wang asked, “Is it still there?” Zhao Da
answered, “I thought that it might someday be useful as a piece of evidence,
so [ marked a small shrub on the spot I buried it. How can it not be
there?” Assistant Prefect Wang said, ‘I doubt what you’ve said is true. I
must go there and take a look for myself.”

Assistant Prefect Wang rode in a sedan chair to Zhao Da’s home, with
Zhao Da leading the way. As they reached the back garden, Zhao Da
pointed to a spot and said, “It’s just underneath there.” Assistant Prefect
Wang had his men dig up the ground. As soon as some earth was removed,
a human head rolled out. It was caked with mud. The followers called
out, “We got it!” Assistant Prefect Wang then said with relief, “That
woman’s body is now complete.” The followers flicked away some of
the dirt and looked more closely.

They were shocked, saying, “It is strange! How could the woman be
wearing a beard?” The head was presented to Assistant Prefect Wang and
he saw that the eyes were closed, mouth shut, the neck bore knife wounds
and a beard covered the chin. Can a skull perform magic and turn a
woman’s head into a man’s? Assistant Prefect Wang screamed, “This is a
man’s head, not a woman’s. Its mysterious appearance shows that there
are other hidden facts behind the scenes!” He shouted, “Lock up Zhao
Da!” But Zhao Da had run out the moment he had seen that the unearthed
head was not that of a woman.

Assistant Prefect Wang went into the main room of Zhao Da’s house
and had a table placed there as his desk. He took a seat and summoned
Zhao Da’s wife in front of him for interrogation. Zhao Da’s wife, unable
to cover the matter up, had to confess, “Ten years ago Zhao Da had a foe
surnamed Ma. Zhao Da killed him. He brought his head home and buried
it here.” Assistant Prefect Wang asked, “Zhao Da was here a moment
ago. Where has he gone?” His wife said, “He saw the head dug up and
knew that his murder was out. So he fled without even telling me where
he was going.” Assistant Prefect Wang said, “It was only moments ago.
He must have gone to the home of one of his relatives. He can’t be far
away. Be quick to tell me the address of all your relatives.” The wife
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feared torture and had to say, “We have a son-in-law surnamed Jiang,
who works as clerk in the prefecture yamen. 1 think he must have gone to
his place.” Assistant Prefect Wang at once sent runners with Zhao Da’s
wife to the home of Jiang. Assistant Prefect Wang waited at Zhao Da’s
house. As it would turn out, just like catching a turtle in a jar, the runners
got Zhao Da easily.

Meanwhile Jiang, as a yamen official, knew the consequence of
compliance with the law. When his father-in-law Zhao Da came to his
home and said his murder had been discovered and he had to hide himself
in his place, Jiang feared that he himself might become involved in the
case. So he rejected Zhao Da and told him to find another place to hide.
Zhao Da couldn’t think of any place to go, and, as he hesitated, the runners
arrived with his wife. Jiang found himself caught in trouble. Eager to free
himself, Jiang couldn’t do anything but turn Zhao Da over to the runners.
Zhao Da was brought back to his own home. On the way, his wife said to
him, “The lord questioned me and I told him everything. You should
confess as well so as to avoid torture.”

Zhao Da confessed everything to Assistant Prefect Wang. Upon further
questioning by Assistant Prefect Wang, Zhao Da said, “This Ma had a
long-term feud with me. One day I ran into him on a trail in the hills. That
day I had an ax with me for chopping wood. I killed him with my ax. I
thought that if I left some traces behind, the murder would be discovered.
Therefore, I stripped the body of clothing and chopped off the head. Then
I set fire to the clothing and buried the head in my back garden. Later, the
family of Ma found him missing and inquired about him. They heard a
dead body had been found in the hills. The body had no head, so they
found it hard to identify it. It’s been long time since the family of Ma
have mentioned this matter. I buried Ma’s head about three meters away
from the spot where the woman’s head is buried. Because a head had
been buried in my back garden, I feared it might be discovered. So 1
planted a shrub as a mark when I buried the woman’s head. The two spots
were some distance apart, so I didn’t flinch to have people dig out the
woman’s head without revealing Ma’s head. But it happened that Ma’s
head was dug out first. This is a debt I owed in my previous life and I'm
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doomed to pay it back now. 1f I had known the result in advance, I would
never have told about the burial of the woman’s head.”

Assistant Prefect Wang asked, “Where’s the woman’s head now?”” Zhao
Da said, “It should be there. There’s no mistake.” Assistant Prefect Wang
took him to the back garden and had his followers dig again on the same
spot. As expected, another head was unearthed. It was identified as the
woman’s head. Assistant Prefect Wang laughed and said, “The
investigation of one murder has led to the solution to two. That must be
the will of Heaven!”

Zhao Da was chained and the two heads were brought to the court,
and an order was issued to bring the family of Ma for identification of the
head. Only then did the son of the Ma, ten years after his father disappeared,
tind proof that his father had been murdered. The son then filed a make-
up indictment, and Assistant Prefect Wang approved it. The family of Ma
was allowed to take the head back home to bury it. Brother Li Fang was
called in to identify the other head, which was indeed his wife’s. The
monk and Zhao Da were each flogged thirty times and sentenced to death.
Since Cheng had committed the crime of paying for a seduction, which
led to the murder of the woman, he was sentenced to imprisonment, but
was allowed to redeem himself by paying a sum of money. The offense
of Brother Li Fang resided in his taking money for his wife’s adultery, so
he was sentenced to the penalty of a cudgel flogging. According to the
verdict, Cheng had to pay Brother Li Fang six taels of silver for the burying
expenses for Li’s wife. The manager of the store, three doors from Brother
Li Fang’s house, would have been sentenced for his crime of transporting
the head, but he actually received a verdict of being not guilty. The reason
for this was that Zhao Da was to be executed for his murder as well as his
burial of the transported head, so justice was already done as if at the
request of Heaven.

Assistant Prefect Wang’s thorough examination concluded two
unsettled murders. His performance was reported to higher levels of
government, widely commended and has since become a popular and
admirable story. It is interesting to note that Cheng started with the desire
to seduce a woman, but ended in a failure to obtain her, which caused her
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meaningless death, his own suffering from fright, his more-than-one-year
imprisonment and his fine of about one hundred taels of silver. The lesson

for him was severe. Chen would not have met her violent death if she had 3 3
stuck to her own will, regardless of her husband’s plan. As for the discovery )
of Zhao Da’s murder, on the basis of Chen’s death, which was committed ®

long before with almost no possibility of being resolved, it demonstrated
a deliberate arrangement of Heaven. The moral is crystal clear that a person
should never do evil.

From time immemorial, seductive make-up invites adultery. Wi

Involuntarily a woman will always yield to a man of wealth. | @1

Once a woman trifles with her own chastity,

Undoubtedly she’ll fall into the pit of disgrace.

A crafty ruffian commits atrocities recklessly.

Where is he to hide the woman’s head?

Another man’s wronged spirit has lingered for ten years.

And now his head, though buried deep in the ground,

is struggling to come up.
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Tale 29

A Bag of Sesame Seeds Helps Jiang Discover
the Original Shape of a Fox Spirit
Three Bundles of Medicinal Herbs Ingeniously Serve
to Bring about a Happy Marriage

A poem reads thus:
All creatures on earth have their feelings,
No matter they are evil spirits or ghosts.
Cure-all has miraculous power of understanding.
Therefore all people gasp in admiration for the Classic of Internal Medicine.

During the Qiandao reign (1165-1174) of the Southern Song Dynasty,
there lived an official in Jiangxi. Once upon a time he arrived at the capital
Lin’an (present-day Hangzhou) to accept a commission. While staying
in Lin’an, he went to the West Lake alone for sightseeing. Having strolled
around the lake for quite a considerable time, he felt pretty tired. Just at
this moment, a house standing by the road came into his sight. In front of
the house were several big trees, beside which was a stone seat. The official
then sat down on the stone seat for a rest. He looked into the house and
saw a beautiful charming girl with two coils of hair. Fixing his eyes on
the girl, he was deeply infatuated by her beauty. The girl looked back at
him too, casting sidelong lingering glances, as if she was interested in the
official. As he was sentimentally attached to the girl, the official often
went to the stone seat to rest for a while.

The girl was a wine seller, and she didn’t avoid seeing people. Each
time the official came over to her, she would greet him with all smiles.
After some time, the two became very much attracted to each other. When
occasionally the official tantalized her with flirtatious remarks, the girl
would flush slightly with shyness, but never became angry. Though both
were seized with the desire to share sexual bliss, they just couldn’t make
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it, because the wine shop was just by the road, along which many passers-
by came to and fro, and the girl’s parents were always within the house.
As a result of this, their love for each other could only be sealed up in
their hearts.

Before long, the official received an assignment and was about to leave
in a couple of days. Unwilling to part with the girl, he made a call at the
girl’s house to say goodbye to her. It so happened that her father was not
in. The girl was at home alone. Upon learning the official was leaving,
the girl wiped away her tears and said to him in a low voice, “We fell in
love with each other at first sight. Though I’'m willing to marry you, my
parents definitely will not agree. If I elope with you, I’'m afraid I won’t be
able to put up with the ill reputation of being licentious. But I will miss
you very much and I will never forget you even if in my dreams. What
should I do about it then?”

Deeply moved by the girl, the official asked one of the girl’s neighbors
to take huge gifts to the girls’ family and make an offer of marriage on his
behalf. When learning that the official was a native of Jiangxi, which was
extremely far away from Lin’an, the girl’s parents declined his offer of
marriage. Feeling disappointed, the official had to return to his native
home and make arrangements for going to his post. From then on, he and
the girl went out of touch.

Five years later, the official was again summoned to the capital to
await a transfer order. Arriving at Lin’an, he instantly settled himself
down in an inn. Losing no time, he set out for the girl’s house by the lake.
To his surprise, he found the people living in this house now were no
longer the girl’s family. When he inquired about the girl’s family who
lived here five years ago, the present dwellers told him they had no clue
of the girl’s family whatever. Moreover, all the neighbors were new comers
and were completely in the dark about the whereabouts of the girl’s family.
Feeling dejected, the official left.

While he was on his way back to the inn, he met the girl unexpectedly.
He found the girl looked a bit older than before, but much prettier. The
official saluted her immediately by making a bow with hands clasped.
The girl answered his greeting with a curtsy in return and said, “Long
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time no see. Do you still remember me?” The official said, “I went to
look for you in that house, but I was told you no longer live there. It’s
really nice to meet you here again! Why did you move away? Where do
you live now?” “I’m married,” answered the girl, “and my home is in a
small lane in the town. My husband got implicated in a case relating to a
storehouse and is now in jail. I’m going to seek help so as to get him out.
I never expected I could meet you, an old friend I became acquainted
with five years ago. Would you like to come to my home and have a cup
of tea?” “Sure,” said the official. So saying, the official and the girl made
their way to the girl’s home.

While passing by the inn, the official said, “This is my dwelling place.
Would you like to go to my room and have a chat?” At the moment the
official was planning to fulfill the wish of making love with her. He thought
his room in the small inn would be the best place for it. How could he
possibly wait till they reached her home? Without the slightest hesitation,
the girl consented and followed the official into his room. Closing the
door, they fell into each other’s arms. The official took her onto the bed
and then they started to make love.

It was a one-household quadrangle and the house the official lived in
was located in an out-of-the-way place. What’s more, this official from
Jiangxi was the only guest living in this house. Seeing it was a quiet
secluded place, the girl said, “No one else will come to this place. So we
can stay here to seek pleasure and make merry. No need to go to my
home, for there are many people in my house and it will be much more
inconvenient for us.” “It couldn’t be better if you’re willing to stay here
with me,” said the official. Thus the girl lived with the official for half a
year in this inn. There were times when the girl was out, but she never
stayed out long. And she never mentioned her family, nor did she think of
her home. As she had lived together with the official for quite some time,
it seemed she had forgotten he was someone’s wife.

When the official was appointed a new post, he thought of going back
to his native place. One day he said to the girl, “Isn’t it a permanent
solution if you go to my home with me?” Hearing that he was about to
leave, the girl said, tears streaming down her cheeks, “I have something

B
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to tell you. Don’t panic please.” “What is it?”” asked the official. The girl
said, “I thought of you very much all day long since we parted the other
year and I became seriously ill. In the same year I died. Actually my
present body is no human at all. As we’re fated to be together, my spirit
didn’t leave me, though I’m dead. So I especially came to live with you
for about half a year. As the time of our reunion is limited, our days of
being together now have come to the end. I’m afraid I won’t be able to go
to your home with you. Fearing that you might have apprehensions one
day, I’ve now told you the truth about my identity. However, as you’ve
been living with my spirit for such a long while, you’ll have to loose
bowels after I leave you. Once it happens, take some stomach-nourishing
pills to build up your health. Then you’ll get cured.”

Hearing these words, the official remained dumbfounded for a long
while. Remembering the stomach-nourishing pill the girl had told him to
take, he asked, “I read Tales of Yi Jian by Hong Mai years ago. In one of
the tales, Sun Jiuding takes this medicine too after he has stayed with a
ghost for some time. In my opinion it is but a pretty common medicine.
Why is it so effective?” The girl replied, “This medicine contains rhizome
of Chinese atractylodes which can ward off evil spirits. Anyway, just do
it as I told you.” Finishing these words, she started weeping sadly. The
official was overcome with grief too. At night they made love to their
hearts’ content. At dawn, they cried their hearts out and parted with each
other. Immediately the girl went out of sight. As it turned out later, the
official did begin to have loose bowels after the girl left. As was told, he
took some stomach-nourishing pills and then got fully recovered from
the illness.

Each time when the official told people about his encounter with the
girl, he would shed tears sadly. It is true indeed that true lovers will be
eventually united even though they’ve turned to ghosts. Moreover, the
girl even told the official a prescription of curing him of his illness. What
a tender and affectionate ghost she was!

* * *

Now I"d like to tell you a tale about a fox spirit. She fell in love with a

man and gave the man some medicinal herbs before she left him. Strange
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enough, these medicinal herbs not only cured the man of his illness, but

also helped bring him a happy marriage. The following ci poem to the

tune of “Yiqgin’e” may serve as a proof:
How amazing! A fox spirit mates with a man to achieve immortality. To
achieve immortality, the fox spirit makes the man become ill due to excessive
lovemaking, gratified though the man is. A gunny bag of sesame seeds finally
unmasks the true colors of the fox spirit, thus bringing the end of their relationship.
Qvercome with sorrow, they two have to part. When parting, the fox spirit
presents the man three bundles of medicinal herbs and these medicinal herbs
help bring the man a happy marriage.

This tale, originally entitled The Three Bundles of Medicinal Herbs of
a Fox Fairy, has been passed down from an early storyteller who lived in
the capital city. Of all the living creatures on the earth, foxes are the most
intelligent and have miraculous powers. As they are adept at changing
their forms of existence, they are usually called “fox fairies.” Most foxes
live in the northern part of our country. The saying “There will be no
villages without fox fairies” was spread far and wide during the Song
Dynasty. Obscene and licentious, they entice men by their coquettish
charms. For this reason, they are also called “bewitching spirits,” a term
often used to refer to women of easy virtue. “Fox spirits are especially
good at enticing their masters” is a line by the early Tang Dynasty poet
Luo Binwang. However, the fact is that some foxes are good and some
evil, though they are generally regarded as evil spirits. For instance, Lady
Ren, a fox spirit who had a strong sense of moral integrity, died for love
of Zheng Liu.!It’s not right to say all spirits are ill-intentioned, because
it’s common practice for them to help people get rid of their calamities or
help young couples become husbands and wives, if these people are
fortunate enough to meet such kindhearted fox fairies.

During the last year of the Tianshun reign (1464) of emperor Yingzong
of our Ming Dynasty, there was once a Zhejiang merchant surnamed Jiang
who did business in Hubei, Guangdong, Guangxi and Jiangxi provinces.
Jiang, who was then in his twenties, was a remarkably handsome young
man. His friends gave him the nickname of Jiang Fuma, meaning
Emperor’s Son-in-law Jiang, for they all held the identical view that, with
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his handsome appearance, he could be selected to be the emperor’s son-
in-law. Priding himself on his bearing, Jiang was full of disdain for the
worldly common girls. He often said he would not get married unless he
met an unrivalled beauty and fell in love with her. Though he had tramped
from place to place for years, not a single girl he ran into caught his
fancy. Occasionally he went whoring with his friends for fun. To be fair,
the prostitutes were often regarded to have taken an undue advantage.

One day he stopped at a gorgeous inn called Ma Yuexi Inn after he
arrived at Makou, Hanyang of Hubei on business. Ma Yuexi, a member
of Ma Shaoqing’s family, ran this inn with Ma Shaoqing’s money. With
many quiet and beautiful rooms, Ma Yuexi Inn could accommodate rich
and influential people. So all the refined gentlemen from afar would love
to find accommodation at this inn.

Ma Shaoqing’s house and the inn were separated only by a couple of
shops. Ma Shaoging had an exceedingly beautiful daughter with the pet
name of Yunrong. Ma Shaoqing drew this name for his daughter from
“The wandering cloud, the liquidation of her silk dress and the flower in
full bloom, her charming delicate looks,” a line from one of the great
Tang Dynasty poet Li Bai’s poems. As expected, Yunrong really grew up
a delicate and charming girl, a beauty seldom seen in this world. Standing
by the window at the upper part of Ma Shaoging’s house, one could easily
see the people in the inn. While Yunrong was free, she would often climb
upstairs and look around for fun.

One day while she was standing by the window, Jiang caught sight of
her from the inn. Looking at her in the distance, Jiang was deeply attracted
by her unraveled beauty. As he had never seen such a beauty throughout
his life, he moved forward toward Yunrong to have a closer look. As he
was close enough to her, he saw her clearly and found she was truly a
beauty in every sense of the word. Greatly infatuated by Yunrong’s
beautiful looks, Jiang thought in his mind, “My handsome appearance
would not have been wasted if I could spend one night with such a beauty.
But how am [ going to make it?” Lost in thought, Jiang looked up and
fixed his eyes on her. Realizing a handsome young man was watching
her, Yunrong hid half of her face behind the window, but she looked as if

1377



1378

FiE . B/NMAER EEELA ABM, PSR, hEiEH
HRANBIHEE, BBRA SIS — ik, HLEEA%
Bis, ZFHIFLZRRG UK, BEEMbIK, BEFIRMET
AT, HAERES, RERE], BEEE. “aIiA g
BIHE Hhear, it k.” RAOREBER, 75
P EANZK, EREFRAK, HEE: “hEMEEA
F, BB, X2y, BRRFT LR, BAERER
AW, HRRE-NWEE, MiZE—X AR5 T A BER
AEKMEM - FEEH] " RARAEFHEIN, —3h 7T
5, HRAAER. HEARITER, L58, ST,

R EHRZ A%, L NEEBZE, tRIEX—T/h
M, & TRFE, SIBSREEISE, EFEEI/NME, /LR
0., RAZ TR, DERFKEMREXRK, "EXME, %
HHEEERBEEREE, Amitr. INMLBRA 4 HLTE
I, WAEAMNZ PSR EY S, ARLIREEERE, 1Y
HAEIL. ¥AERBITAL, BmERRAE, KFES, RASA
E, KEIMEE RS AL, BRRRET WA T £/, 4
EREZE, HEAE, .

BBz, N E
B2ZAE, Rfd .

— HBRIESR T BI], IEfph B kb, RIr@ B 1918

ZFE, BRERRE B IR, MR EAKRST, ST T AT, F



she was reluctant to steer clear of him. Jiang intentionally put on a more
showy graceful bearing so as to arouse her feelings, and he didn’t return
to the inn until the girl went downstairs. Back in his room, Jiang closed
the door and thought to himself, “What a pity I don’t know how to paint!
Were I a painter, I would make a portrait of this beauty.”

On the next day Jiang inquired the innkeeper who that girl was. He
was told that the girl was the daughter of the innkeeper’s master Ma
Shaoging and was not betrothed yet. “She was from an official’s family,”
Jiang said to himself, “while I’m merely a merchant from some other
place. Though she is not betrothed, I’m afraid I won’t be able to make her
my wife. However, considering our delicate facial features, she and I
should make a couple. How nice it would be if the goddess of marriage
could make a decision for me!” Unable to keep his feelings for her in
check, Jiang fell for her completely.

Jiang was actually a private businessman dealing with silks and daily
necessities for women. One day, he had an attendant of the inn take him
to Ma Shaoqing’s house to sell his goods, hoping that he could meet the
girl and feast his eyes on her. Taking his suitcases with him, J iang visited
Ma Shaoqing’s house a couple of times. The womenfolk of the Ma family
all rushed over to his suitcases to take a look at the goods for themselves
and many of them purchased lots of their favorite things after heated
bargaining. The girl Yunrong also joined the crowds to take a look at
Jiang’s goods, though she tried to conceal herself. Occasionally she would
also give Jiang a sidelong glance and the four eyes would meet.

After returning to his room in the inn, Jiang could hardly restrain himself
from sighing as well as thinking of her. How he wished he could have
wings and fly into her bedroom so that he could make love with her! He
couldn’t remember how many pipe dreams he had had at night. As he
was totally lost in myriads of thoughts for her day and night, Jiang’s
dreams were all about her. He was attracted to her so much that deities
would come to his help.

One night as he closed the door and was about to go to bed, Jiang
suddenly heard the sound of footsteps, followed by several gentle knocks
at the door. The lamp in his room was still on. Instantly he clipped the
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wick of the lamp and opened the door. A girl got into his room like a
flash. Gazing fixedly at the girl, Jiang realized she was Ma Shaoqing’s
daughter. Jiang mumbled with a start, “Am I dreaming again?”” Collecting
his thoughts, he knew he was not dreaming, for the light was still on and
the beautiful girl was right beside the light. Panic-stricken, Jiang remained
perplexed and uneasy. Seeing Jiang was alarmed and confused, the girl
said, “You needn’t feel puzzled and suspicious. I’'m Yunrong, Ma
Shaoging’s daughter. I do feel it an honor that you’ve been thinking of
me for a long time. I’ve fallen for you for a long time too. Seizing the
opportunity, I’ve sneaked out of the countless gates of my house with a
stratagem and have come to see you regardless of my plain looks. I'd like
to keep you company while you’re residing here alone. [ would be greatly
honored if you do not laugh at me for my coming to you on my own
initiative.”

Hearing these words, Jiang was carried away with enormous joy and
happiness. Closing the door, Jiang and the girl went onto the bed, hand in
hand. When their lovemaking was over, the girl said, “The moment | saw
your handsome appearance the other day I fell for you and [ couldn’t
restrain myself from missing you. So now I’ve come to you on my own
initiative. However, my father is extremely strict with me. Once he knows
about my conduct, the misfortune awaiting me will be unimaginable. From
now on, you’d better not approach my house or go out of your room and
move round offhandedly. Otherwise our affair will be seen through by
others. Just leave your door half closed every night and wait for me. I will
come to see you when everybody becomes quiet. Do not disclose our
affair to other people. Only in this way can we have a longer happy time.”

Jiang said, “As a lonely guest from a distant place, I was extremely
attracted to you when I first saw your beautiful looks and I was simply
dying for you. Though I dreamed of you time and again in my sleep, 1
thought an ordinary man like me and a fairy girl like you must be separated
by a great distance. I never expected you would descend onto my humble
place and sleep with me. [ will rest easy in my grave even if | die today.
How dare I will not bear in mind your instructions! From now on, I will
just stay in this room and keep my mouth shut and wait for your arrival at
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night.” Before dawn, the girl got up and told Jiang that she would come
to him at night. Then she left. Overcome with joy, Jiang felt as if he had
met a fairy. However, he had his mouth shut about this matter and kept
the joy to himself.

When night fell, the girl would come to the inn to date Jiang and then
leave the inn before dawn. Fearing that he might let the cat out of the bag
and let the girl down Jiang kept his word and seldom moved out onto the
streets. Young and energetic, Jiang never got tired of making love with
the girl. The girl, like a seasoned warrior, responded to Jiang’s affection
with even greater enthusiasm, as if her desire could never be gratified.
Constantly Jiang would feel sort of timid and concede defeat. On the
contrary, the girl kept on making love with Jiang all night long, as though
she needed no sleep at all. Seeing the girl was always in such high spirits
when making love with him, Jiang responded to her affection with even
greater exertion, always fearing that he might not gratify her sensual
desires. Thus, Jiang made love with her like crazy, totailly regardless of
his own health. After a considerable period of time, Jiang felt a bit tired,
and a haggard look appeared on his face. This is just like:

A beautiful young lady may kill a foolish man with the invisible sword
hung at her waist.

Though she never chops off the head of the man, she secretly makes his
bone marrow run dry.

Some of Jiang’s friends thought it rather strange when they found that
Jiang always slept in his room at daytime and was seldom seen to go
outdoors. When occasionally Jiang’s friends caught sight of him, they
would certainly see Jiang yawning repeatedly, as if he hadn’t slept at all
at night. None of Jiang’s friends could figure out why he appeared to be
so strange, for they knew he neither drank wine with anyone nor did he
go whoring the previous night. Occasionally Jiang was forced by his
friends to go out for a drink or visit prostitutes, but he would certainly
return to the inn before nightfall. Feeling puzzled and suspicious, Jiang’s
friends said to each other, “Jiang must be doing something secret behind
us. Let’s make an appointment. We’ll get to the inn tonight and see how
things stand with him. Sure we can make out what he is up to.”
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As usual, the girl showed up at Jiang’s room immediately after nightfall.
Jiang hid her well in his room. Fearing his friends might suspect him, he
came out of his room and joined his friends in their chatting and drinking.
After his friends dispersed, he came back and closed the door behind
him. Then he and the girl started to make love in high spirits, moaning
and groaning recklessly in bed. Moreover, they made love endlessly. The
friends of Jiang’s who were then eavesdropping heard everything. “Where
has Jiang got this woman?” they wondered. “How amazing they can do it
for so long!” Unable to stay there for such a long time, the eavesdroppers
all went back to sleep.

On the next morning Jiang’s friends said to each other, “Let’s go and
see who will come out of Jiang’s room.” Arriving at the inn, they found
the door of Jiang’s room was half open. They entered his room, but found
Jiang was alone in the room, sleeping on the bed. “Where has she gone?”
asked Jiang’s friends, feeling suspicious. “Who are you talking about?”
interrogated Jiang, pretending not to know what they were asking about.
“The woman who made love with you last night,” replied Jiang’s friends.
Jiang said, “No one was with me last night.” Jiang’s friends said, “We
heard everything. How can you deny it?” Jiang said, “You’re just
imagining things!” Jiang’s friends retorted, “We’re not imagining things.
We guess you were bewitched.” Jiang asked, “Why do you say I was
bewitched?” Jiang’s friends replied, “You made love with a woman last
night and we all heard you doing it clearly. But the woman is not in your
room now. Isn’t she a spirit?”

Upon hearing these words, Jiang felt convinced that his friends had
eavesdropped his making love with the girl. He also felt it was really
fortunate that the girl got up early and left the inn before they broke in.
Humming and hawing, he said, “To be frank, my friends, I was just
mimicking the moaning and groaning of making love on my bed to give
vent to my carnal desire. You know I’ve been living alone for a long time,
and I could no longer suppress my carnal lust. Actually I did it all by
myself and I wasn’t having sex with a woman. I do have a feeling of fear
when I talk about this. There is no need to be suspicious.” Jiang’s friends
said, “Our carnal lust is the same with yours and we do that thing too.
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That being the case, what should you fear about? We only hope you were
not bewitched by some evil spirits. It will be of no joking matter if you
are bewitched.” “You may just rest assured, my friends, that I’m not
bewitched,” said Jiang. Half-believing, half-doubting, Jiang’s friends
dropped the matter.

As time passed, Jiang was gradually overcome with fatigue and became
weaker and weaker one day after another. He himself realized it too.

Among his friends was one called Xia Liangce. Xia and Jiang were
best friends. Upon seeing that Jiang’s health was getting worse, Xia became
very much worried and said to him, “Both you and I are strangers in this
place. The most important thing for us is to be safe and sound. You look
lean and haggard and you’re always in a trance. Moreover, your words
often appear to be in disorder. I often heard you whisper with a woman in
your room at night. There must be something strange in it. I know you’re
not willing to tell us the truth, but this is by no means a joking matter.
Your life will be at stake once something amiss happens. How can 1 bear
to see you lose your young life in this strange land? As we’ve been bosom
friends for years, you’d better tell me what’s on your mind so that we can
tide over your difficult time with concerted effort. You don’t have to keep
it from me! I swear I’ll keep my mouth shut about it.”

Deeply moved by Xia’s sincerity, Jiang told Xia the truth, “You’re
really so kind to me. I dare not withhold the truth from you. Ma Shaogqing’s
daughter comes to see me every night. As we are both young, unavoidably
we give ourselves to sexual indulgence. For this reason, I become ill.
What I care most is not my health. If my affair with Ma’s daughter is
divulged, Ma’s daughter’s life will be threatened. This is what matters.
She told me time and again not to disclose our affair to anyone, so I kept
my mouth shut about it. Now I’ve told it to you. Please don’t tell anyone
¢lse. Otherwise I’ll fail to come up to her expectations.”

“You must be wrong!” said Xia, laughing. “Ma Shaoqing is a rural
gentry and he used to hold official positions in the past. His house is
encircled with many high walls and the gates are all heavily guarded.
How could it be possible for a girl to steal out every night? Moreover,
there are always many people in the inn. How can a girl come in and get
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out of the inn without avoiding to be seen by others, though at night? It is
obviously clear this girl is not Ma Shaoqing’s daughter.” Jiang said, “I
know Ma’s daughter. The girl is unmistakably Ma’s daughter. How could
you have doubt about it?” Xia answered, “I often hear people say there
are many fox spirits around this place and these fox spirits often take
human forms to bewitch people. The girl you met must be a fox spirit.
You must be careful about it.” But how would Jiang believe Xia?

Seeing Jiang was so perverse, Xia, after pondering over the matter for
a whole night, hit upon a ruse. He thought to himself, “Jiang won’t stop
at it until I let him see the true features of the girl with my ruse.” Xia’s
ruse was really miraculous: A female spirit residing in the deep mountains
will no longer cover up her true colors; a beautiful young girl from a rich
family will suddenly change into a fox. The medicinal herbs of one
thousand years old obtained from the land of the immortals will help
Jiang bring about his happy marriage.

Confused and misled, how would Jiang listen to Xia’s good advice?
Finding it difficult to talk Jiang round, Xia came over to him and said, “I
have something more to tell you. I don’t think it will put you into trouble.
So, hope you can do it as I tell you.” “What is it?” asked Jiang. Xia
answered, “Now I’ve got something on me. It can distinguish the good
from the evil. When you see the girl tonight, just give it to her. There will
be no harm in her taking it if the girl is Ma Shaoqing’s daughter. Even
though she is not Ma’s daughter, we will be able to find out where she
lives. In the first place, you need to take care of yourself.” “This I can
agree,” said Jiang. Then Xia gave Jiang something contained in a gunny
bag. Jiang accepted it and tucked it into his sleeve. Xia urged him again
and again, “Don’t forget what I told you.” Jiang could not figure out why
Xia asked him to do this. Though seized with doubts and suspicions,
Jiang decided to do it as he was instructed by Xia.

At night the girl came and made love with Jiang as usual. Before dawn,
when the girl was about to leave, Jiang remembered Xia’s words and
gave the gunny bag to the girl, saying, “Here is something for you. Just
take it and see what’s in the bag when you get home.” The girl took it
with pleasure and left without asking what’s within.
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On the next day Jiang didn’t get up until the sun was high up in the
sky. To his surprise, he found lots of sesame seeds in front of his bed and
around the door. Looking closely, he also saw lots of sesame seeds along
the road leading to the outside of the inn. All of a sudden he saw the light.
“Xia told me the thing in the bag can distinguish the good from the evil,”
Jiang said to himself. “Now it has turned out it’s a bag of sesame seeds.
How can sesame seeds distinguish the good from the evil? Xia put the
sesame seeds in a gunny bag. Definitely the sesame seeds will leak through
the gunny bag. With the help of these sesame seeds I will be able to find
out the traces of her movements. This must be reason why Xia told me
this bag could tell the good from the evil. Now I'll follow the traces of
these sesame seeds and find out where she lives.”

Thus, without telling anyone about it, Jiang moved on forward along
the traces of the sesame seeds. After he had covered a distance, he realized
the girl was definitely not from the Ma family. Zigzagging down the forests
and hills, the sesame seeds stretched farther and farther and finally reached
the foot of the Dabie Mountains (located to the northeast of present-day
Wauhan city, Hubei Province). There was a cave at the foot of the mountain.
Jiang noticed some sesame seeds at the entrance of the cave. Holding his
breath in suspense, he entered the cave with bewilderment. Greatly
astonished, he found the gunny bag was right beside a sleeping fox.

Many a time you return to the human world for your mate.
Changing your leather bag, you do bewitch all men.

Are you now in your pipe dreams,

Or are you thinking of lovemaking?

Jiang shouted, “After all you’re a fox, and I was bewitched by a fox
spirit!” Foxes are very clever. Though sleeping, the fox was a very light
sleeper. Upon hearing the arrival of a man, it instantly changed into the
girl. Jiang said, “I’ve seen your true features. What’s the use of your
changing into the girl again?”” Moving closer to Jiang, the girl held Jiang’s
hands in hers and said, “Don’t be angry, please. Now that you’ve seen my
original shape, our relationship has come to an end.” Seeing that the fox
had changed into the girl again, Jiang was extremely sad.

The fox continued, “To tell you the truth, I’ve been practicing austerities
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in the mountain for about one thousand years. I sought chances to make
" love with men, and by doing so I longed to achieve immortality. One day
I caught sight of your beautiful appearance and felt deeply attached to
you. While I was wondering how to develop an affair with you, I realized
you fell in love with Ma Shaoqing’s daughter. Therefore, I visited you
and made love with you in the form of Ma’s daughter. On the one hand,
you could enjoy sexual pleasure with me; on the other hand, our love-
making could help me to accomplish my pursuit for immortality. Now
my original shape has been brought to light, I won’t be able to come and
see you any more. From now on, we’ll have to part forever. However, as
we’ve been getting along pretty well with each other, I can’t be heartless.
Now you’re ill because of me. I’1l cure you of your disease. Since I know
you love Ma Shaoqing’s daughter very much, and I’ve made love with
you for quite a long time in her form, I should not remain indifferent at
the matter and leave it as it is. I’1l help you marry her to fulfill your wish.
This is what I’m going to repay you for your kindness to me.”

Finishing these words, the fox took out some medicinal herbs from
the cave and made them into three bundles. Turning to Jiang, the fox said,
“Put this first bundle in water and boil it. Then use the water to wash
yourself and your energy will come back to you. You’ll become as strong
and healthy as you used to be. Put this second bundle quietly at secret
places near the entrance of the Ma’s house and Ma’s daughter will be
affected with leprosy. Then boil the third bundle in water and use the
water to wash Ma’s daughter. Then she’ll be cured. Naturally she’ll become
your wife. After you get married, hope you won’t forget me, your
matchmaker.” So saying, the girl gave Jiang the three bundles of medicinal
herbs one after another, and Jiang accepted them. A fer this, the girl again
said, “Do remember my words. Never disclose this matter to anyone else!
Now I’ll have to disappear forever.” Having said these words, the girl
changed into a fox and jumped off into the distance.

With a mixed feeling of surprise and joy, Jiang returned to the inn
with the three bundles of medicinal herbs. He told the inn assistant to boil
a pot of water for him. When the water was boiled, he quietly put the first
bundle of medicinal herbs into the water and had them decocted. At night
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he washed himself with the water and felt greatly relieved, and vim and
vigor immediately returned to him. After a night’s sound sleep, he got up
and looked into the mirror and found that his lean and haggard looks had
already gone completely. From this he knew these medicinal herbs were
really magical and effective. Jiang well kept the fox spirit’s words in
mind and was very careful not to reveal the matter to anyone else.

On the next day Xia came over to Jiang and asked him about the traces
of the sesame seeds. Jiang answered, “I followed the sesame seeds to the
waterside and then they disappeared. I failed to get to the bottom of the
matter. The girl must be an evil spirit, I guess. Now that I’ve seen through
her true colors, I’ll put an end to my relationship with her right now.”
Seeing that Jiang had recovered from his poor health, Xia remarked, “Your
haggardness vanished the moment you made up your mind to end your
relationship with her. Obviously she is an evil spirit. Since you’re getting
better, I do feel greatly relieved.” Jiang expressed his indebtedness to
Xia, but didn’t tell him the truth. As was instructed by the fox spirit, he
was just engaged in carrying out his plan.

When evening fell and everybody was quiet, Jiang got to the entrance
of Ma Shaoqing’s house quietly with the second bundle of medicinal
herbs and scattered them in secret places like the wall corners and the
threshold. This being done, he returned to the inn to wait for the news.
Within a couple of days, words came out that Ma Shaoqing’s daughter
Yunrong was affected with leprosy. In the beginning there were only a
few boils on her body. Detestable as they were, Yunrong didn’t take them
seriously. However, she was gradually covered up with leprosy from head
to heel. :

A foul smell comes from all over her body, terribly stinky. A beautiful girl
standing gracefully tall and erect once is now in chaps and wrinkles like
the scales of a fish. A beautiful flower swaying in the wind once, but now
it seems she is covered up with piles of biting insects. When it itches, she
has to scratch unceasingly and, like frostwork and snowflakes, scabs fall
off her fingernails. Unable to endure the unbearable pain, she weeps and
melts into tears all day long. Why does this girl have to suffer this? Doctors
say she is affected with leprosy.
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Yunrong suffered terribly from the unbearable pain and itchied of this
unexpected disease. A once extremely beautiful girl now turned into an
ugly toad, horribly stinking and disagreeable. At their wits’ end, her parents
were at a loss what to do, while Yunrong herself wished she would rather
die than drag out such a painful existence. Soon a doctor trained in surgical
Chinese medicine was invited over to her home to treat her. The doctor
said it was no big deal at all to cure her of her disease and the leprosy
would be healed soon after his ointment was applied on her body. However,
a moment after the ointment application was done according to the doctor’s
instructions, Yunrong felt pinpricked all over her body. It hurt so much
that she felt as if her skin was being stripped. Unable to stand the
unbearable pain for even one minute longer, she had the ointment washed
off.

Then a physician trained in Chinese herbal medicine was invited over
to her home to treat her. The physician said, “My oral medicine will help
you improve your blood circulation and remove the internal cold in your
lungs. Naturally you will come back to full recovery after you take my
medicine. Medicine for external application can merely alleviate the
symptoms of an illness and it can never effect a permanent cure.”
Following this physician’s instructions, Yunrong took a couple of
decoctions of medicinal herbs each day. But it was in no way effective.
On the contrary, her stomach and spleen were seriously injured.

The doctor trained in surgical Chinese medicine insisted that he was
expert in this field and ointment application was the only way to her of
her leprosy. The physician trained in herbal medicine insisted that the
leprosy was resulted from a cold in her lungs and passages through which
vital energy circulated, regulating bodily functions, and the only way to
cure it was to take herbal decoctions orally so as to take dispel the chill
and relieve her internal heat. Not knowing who was in the right, poor
Yunrong had to receive both treatments. Suffering from both the pain and
the bitter medicine, she tried this treatment one day and then that treatment
on the next day. The two doctors heaped several rounds of mutual
reproaches, denouncing each other by saying, “Your treatment is no good
at all.” All in all, they ended in a draw.
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Ma Shaoqing put up a notice on the street, which read, “He who can
cure my daughter will get a hundred taels of silver as a reward.” Seeing
the notice, the physicians and surgeons who had tried but failed to cure
Yunrong could only drool with envy, while other doctors of Chinese
medicine worked to the best of their ability and consulted all their closely
guarded medicine books. However, Yunrong still remained as sick as ever.
When seeing Yunrong was incurably ill and breathing her last, Ma
Shaoqing found himself at the end of his tether. Turning to his wife, Ma
Shaoging said, “Our daughter is now beyond cure. Though still alive, she
is but a disabled good-for-nothing. We offered a handsome reward, but
no doctors succeeded in curing her. It would be better for us to give her
up by marrying her to the man who can cure her of the disease and have
him move into our house after marriage. Our daughter is renowned for
her beauty. It might as well be possible that someone yearning for her
beauty will come to save her with a miraculous cure. The marriage may
not be well-matched in social status. We can just set our minds on the
presumption that she has died of this disease. Anyway, it will be extremely
hard for a girl with leprosy to find a husband even though she survives.
Only by doing so can we have a gleam of hope.” Thus decided, Ma
Shaoging wrote another notice and put it up at the entrance of his house.
It read thus:

My daughter Yunrong is affected with leprosy. Anyone who can cure my
daughter, regardless of his social status or where he is from, can take her
as his wife and move into my house after marriage. This notice will serve
as a pledge.

Jiang was filled with secret joy when he learned that Yunrong was
affected with leprosy and saw the first notice asking for doctors to cure
her. However, he didn’t take actions offhandedly, for words about
Yunrong’s marriage were not mentioned on the notice. Being a
businessman from a distant place, he feared that he would be only rewarded
with some money if he cured her. He was afraid that Ma Shaoqing would
not necessarily consent to marry his daughter to him. So, he remained
quiet and waited to see what would happen next. As expected, all the
doctors’ medical treatment proved to be ineffective and Ma Shaoqing put
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up a second notice with the pledge that he who had the ability to cure
Yunrong could marry her and move into the Ma’s house after marriage.
Clapping his hands with delight, Jiang said, “This time I’'m going to make
it!” Taking off the notice on the gate of the Ma’s house, he told the
doorkeepers that he could cure Ma’s daughter. Upon hearing this, the
doorkeepers went in without the least delay and reported the matter to
Ma Shaoging.

Greatly impressed by Jiang’s handsome appearance, Ma Shaoging was
very pleased at seeing Jiang. Ma asked, “What miraculous cure do you
have to cure my daughter?” Jiang answered, “I’m not a doctor by
profession, but I got some miraculous medicinal herbs from an immortal.
These medicinal herbs will easily cure your daughter of her leprosy and
is now worthless person. I’d like to make clear beforehand that I’'m not
interested in money. [ just hope you can keep your word as stated in the
notice after I cure her.” Ma Shaoqing said, “Yunrong is my only daughter.
She possesses both moral integrity and beauty. Unfortunately she is
affected with leprosy. If you can save her from the brink of death, 1 will
surely carry out my word and let her be your wife.”

Jiang said, “My native place is Zhejiang which is extremely far away
from here. As I’'m just a private businessman who has spent little time in
Confucian studies, I’'m afraid I won’t make a worthy husband. Your
daughter’s beauty has now faded away a bit, so you do not grudge letting
her be my wife. If you break your word after I cure her, wouldn’t my
efforts come to naught? So we’d better make things clear beforehand.”
Ma Shaoqing said, “Zhejiang is a good place and it is not a bad thing to
be in business. Moreover, you do not look like an ordinary person. As |
have made it clear in the notice, I will let her be your wife if you can cure
her, regardless of your social status or how far away you are from. I have
the honor, though I might be unworthy of it, to have been a gentry with an
official title. How can I go back on my word for a sick girl’s sake? Just set
your mind at ease and give her medical treatment.”

Having been thus assured, Jiang told Ma Shaoqing to have the bundle
of medicinal herbs cooked first, then he asked Yunrong to take a bath
with this special water. The pleasant smell of the medicinal herbs in the
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water made Yunrong feel pretty good and comfortable. After she washed
herself in the water, she felt extremely refreshing from head to heel and
the pain and itching were completely gone. Cleaning off the running sore,
she got out of the washtub and felt she was much better. After a whole
night’s sleep, most of the scabs disappeared slowly. Three days later, she
was fully recovered. After washing herself one more time with the water,
she became as crystal clear as white jade, appearing to be even more
beautiful than before.

Overcome with great joy, Ma Shaoqing immediately sent for Jiang.
Meanwhile he had his study cleaned so as to put Jiang up. What Ma
would do next was to choose an auspicious day for the wedding. Moving
his luggage from the inn to Ma’s house with pleasure, Jiang settled down
in the study and waited for the fulfillment of his marriage with Yunrong.
Yunrong felt extremely grateful to Jiang for his saving her life. Upon
learning she had been betrothed to Jiang, she was very happy, but what
worried her was that she had no idea how he looked like. Meixiang,
Yunrong’s serving maid, was sent to fish for information about Jiang’s
looks. When learning Jiang was the very person who had been to her
home to sell silks, Yunrong set her mind at rest, for she had seen him
before and knew well that he was a man of good appearance.

To carry out his word, Ma Shaoqing had the young couple married
when the auspicious day arrived. Being young and handsome persons,
Jiang and Yunrong loved each other very much, and there is no need to
dwell more upon it.

As Jiang had lived with the fox spirit, who posed itself as Yunrong, for
quite some time before his marriage, he appeared to be exceedingly
familiar with Yunrong when he was together with her. One day, Yunrong
asked him, ““You’re from a distant place. How did you make it to marry
me? It is the will of Heaven that I got such a disease and this disease
helped bring about our marriage. The magical medicinal herbs served as
our matchmaker. Who gave you these medicinal herbs? We should not
forget him or her!” Jiang said with a smile, “It’s true a matchmaker helped
us a lot. But there is no way now to thank her.” “Just tell me who our
matchmaker is,” Yunrong demanded.
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Covering the fact that the matchmaker was a fox spirit, Jiang lied, “I
fell for you the moment I saw your beautiful looks. 1 thought of you so
much that T forgot to sleep and eat. A fairy maiden was moved by my
sincere love for you. So she posed herself as you and came to see me
quite often. Later, as I saw her as she really was, she admitted she was not
you. She told me you would be in trouble soon, so she gave me a bundle
of medicinal herbs and asked me to save your life with them, saying that
we would be husband and wife by fate. Now her words have come true.
She did serve as our matchmaker, didn’t she?”

Yunrong said, “No wonder you appeared to be so familiar with me, as
if we have been old acquaintances. It turns out someone had been seeing
you under my name. Where is she now?” Jiang answered, “She is an
immortal. She never showed up again after I had seen through her. How
could I know where she has gone?” Yunrong said, “She almost ruined my
name, but she saved my life and helped us become husband and wife.
Naturally I should be deeply indebted to her kindness.” Jiang said, “She
is a fairy maiden, so she does not concern herself with gratitude and
resentment. Nevertheless, as fate has it, you and I became husband and
wife after our own hearts. We were really lucky to have met such a fairy
maiden. But, as I’'m without talent, I’'m afraid I won’t be a perfect match
for you.” Yunrong said, “As husband and wife, we love each other very
much. So, don’t make such remarks. While I was in my death throes, you
saved my life. To repay your great kindness, I should serve you throughout
my life, and this is what I’'m willing to do!” From then on, the idea of
returning to his native home never occurred to Jiang. Feeling like fish in
water, Jiang and Yunrong lived together to a ripe old age in conjugal
felicity in Ma’s house. More of this later.

Soon all of Jiang’s fellow friends learned about Jiang’s marriage with
Ma Shaoqing’s daughter Yunrong, but none had any idea how he had
accomplished it. Xia Liangce alone knew something about Jiang’s secret
affair with the so-called Ma’s daughter and later he was told by Jiang that
she was but a fox spirit. However, upon learning that Jiang had married
Ma’s daughter, he too felt rather puzzled at the news. When Xia came to
see Jiang with congratulations, Xia inquired Jiang about the matter in
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secret.

Glossing over the fact of using the medicinal herbs to make Yunrong
affected with leprosy, Jiang said, “The girl who posed herself as Yunrong
and visited me some time ago was a fox spirit from the Dabie Mountains.
With the help of the gunny bag of sesame seeds you gave me I traced her
up to her cave in the mountains and recognized her true features. She
gave me a bundle of medicinal herbs and told me that, if I cured Yunrong
of her disease with the medicinal herbs, she and I would become husband
and wife. I attribute the fulfillment of my marriage with Yunrong to the
help of the fox spirit.” After learning about Jiang’s romance, Jiang’s friends
all regarded it as amazing. “No wonder we all call you Jiang Fuma,”

Jiang’s friends said to him. “You’ve been sojourning in Ma Yuexi Inn
in Makou and now you’ve become the son-in-law of Ma Shaogqing.
Everything about you is associated with the character ‘ma.” Obviously
it’s the will of Heaven that a fox spirit came to your help and fulfilled
your marriage with Ma’s daughter. Your name Fuma is really prophetic.”
Soon the story of Jiang was passed on from mouth to mouth as a popular
tale. Totally lost in vain hopes, some daydreamers complained, “Why
couldn’t I have such a happy encounter with the fox spirit?” The following
lines may serve as a proof:

Husbands and wives are fated,
But marriage and a chance encounter with a fox fairy are
in no way related.
While making wishful guesses at the three bundles of magical medicine,
Daydreamers are unaware of the truth that union in wedlock is
always predestined.

An unofficial story-teller says thus:

A young man caught a glimpse of a girl and started to think of her with
longing. However, the girl knew nothing about this matter. A fox spirit,
clearly seeing this matter, seized the chance and came to the young man
in the form of the girl. The young man was deeply attracted by the girl’s
beautiful looks, but finally it turned out he was bewitched by the fox.
Had he not harbored an anxious longing for the girl and had he remained
as composed as ever, what should the fox do him? However, though the
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affair between the young man and the fox spirit started with some
misfortune, it ended up in happiness. This was really good fortune for the
young man. Though the young man finally married the girl with the help
of the fox spirit, using the fox spirit as a matchmaker was exactly the
same as being bewitched by the fox spirit. The young man eventually lost
his life at the knife-edge of sexual indulgence.
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NOTES

Tale 20
! fifth day of the fifth lunar month.

Tale 21

!Literally meaning ‘no dust’.
? Literally meaning “bright moon’.

Tale 28

! Dou measure, square or drum-like, made of wood or bamboo.

Tale 29

! The source of this allusion is from The Story of Lady Ren, a short story written by Shen
Jiji of the Tang Dynasty. In this story, Zheng Liu, a poverty-stricken scholar, falls in love with
Lady Ren, a fox spirit. Deeply moved by Zheng Liu’s true love for her, Lady Ren feels it really
hard to turn down his sincere insistence on moving westward, though she is fully aware that
she must not go westward. While they are on their way westward, Lady Ren is killed by a dog.
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