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Publisher’ s Note

Foreign Languages Press is dedicated to the
editing, translating and publishing of books in for-
eign languages, Over the past several decades it has
published, in English, a great number of China’ s
classics and records as well as literary works from
the Qin down to modern times, in the aim to fully
display the best part of the Chinese culture and its
achievemenis. These books in the original are fa-
mous and authoritative in their respective fields,
and their English translations are masterworks pro-
duced by notable translators both at home and
abroad. Each book is carefully compiled and trans-
lated with minute precision. Consequently, the En-
glish versions as well as their Chinese originals may
both be rated as classics,

It is generally considered that ihese Finglish
translations are not only significant for introducing
China to the outside world but also useful reading
materials for domestic English learners and transla-
tors. For this reason, we have carefully selected
some of these books, and will publish them succes-
sively in Chinese-English bilingual form.

Foreign Languages Press
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'[ HOW THE FOOL MOVED MOUNTAINS

Taihang and Wangwu Mouniains are some sceven
hundred & around, and hundreds of thousands of feet
high.

North of these mountains lived an old man of ncarly
ninety, who was called the Fool. His house faced these
1 mountains, and he found it very inconvenient to have to
make a detour each time he went out. and came back;so
on¢ day he summoned his family to discuss the matter.

“Suppose we work together to level the mountains”?”
he suggested. " Then we can open a road southward o
the bank of the Han River.”

To this they all agreed. Only his wife was dubious.

“You havent the strength to level even a small hill, ™

she objected. “How can you move these two moun-
tains ? Besides, where will you dump all the carth and
rocks?”
| “Well dump them in the sea, ” was the reply.
' Then the Fool set out with his son and grandson. the
three of them carrying poles. They dug up stones and
earth, and carried them in baskets to the sca. A neigh-
bour of theirs named Jing was a widow with a son of
seven or eight, and this boy went with them to belp
them. It took them several months to make one trip.
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A man living at the river bend, who was called the
Wise Man, laughed at their efforts and did his best to
stop them.

“Enough of this folly! "he cried. “How stupid this is!
Old and weak as you are, you won't be able 1o remove
even a fraction of the mountains. How can you dispose
of so much earth and stones?”

The Fool heaved a long sigh.

“How dull and dense you are! "he said. “You haven't
even the sense of the widow's young son. Though 1 shall
dic, I shall leave behind me my son, and my son's sons,
and so on from generation to generation. Since these
mountains can't grow any larger, why shoudn't we be
able to level them”"”

Then the Wise Man had nothing to say.

Lie Zi




FFERESR

ABTHE, BLS2F, WETYS,
G He, gl g, b5 %
A, LATWAE %o

WA TR,

e, ANEGAZF, FHAE, L
T 4% #

— {5F)




SUSPICION

A man who lost his axe suspected his neighbour's
son of stealing it. He watched the way the lad walked—
exacily like a thief. He watched the bov's expression—it
was that of a thief. He watched the way he talked—just
like a thief. In short, all his gestures and actions pro-
claimed him guilty of theft.

But later he found his axe himself when he went out
to dig. And after that, when he saw his neighbour s
son, all the lad's gestures and actions looked quite un-
like those of a thiof.

Lie Zi
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TOO MANY PATHS

One of Yang Zi's neighbours, who lost a sheep, sent
all his men out to find it, and asked Yang Zi's servant to
join in the search.

“What!” exclaimed Yang Zi. “Do you need all those
men to find cne sheep?”

“There are so many paths it may have taken, ~ the
neighbour explained. When his servant returned, Yang
Zi asked him: " Well, did you find the sheep?”

He answered that they had not. Then Yang Zi asked
how they had failed to find it.

“There are too many paths, " replied the servant.
“One path leads to another, and we didn't know which
to take, so we had to come back.”

At that Yang Zi looked very thoughrful . He was silent
for a long time, and did not smile all day.

His pupils were surprised.

“A sheep is a trifle, ” they said, “and this wasnt even
yours. Why should you stop talking and smiling?™

Yang Zi did not answer, and his pupils were puzzled.
One of them, Mengsheng Yang, went out to describe
what had happened to Xindou Zi.

9
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“When there are too many paths, = said Xindou Zi, “a
rman cannot find his sheep. When a student has too many
interests, he fritters away his time. The sorce of all
knowledge is one, but the branches of learning arc many.
Only by rehuming to the primal truth can a man avoid los-
ing his way. You are Yang Zi's pupil and study from him,
yet you seem to have failed conmpletely to understand him. ”

Lie Zi
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PRESENTING DOVES

It was the custom in Handan to catch doves to pr-
esent to the prince on New Year's Day, for this pleased
him 50 much that he gave rich rewards. Someone asked
the prince the reason for this custom.

“I free the doves at New Year to show my kindness, "
he said.

“Since your subjects know you want doves to set
free, they all set about catching them, = objected the
other. “"And the result is that many doves are killed. If
you really want to save the doves, you had better forbid
people to catch them. As things are, you catch them to
free them, and your kindness cannot make up for the

damage you do.”
The prince agreed with himn.

Lie zi
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FELLING THE PLANE TREE

A man had a withered plane tree.

“It's unlucky to keep a withered tree, ™ said his
neighbour .

But when the first man had felled the tree, his neigh-
bour asked him for some of the wood as fuel.

“The old man simpiy wanted some fuel, ” thought the
ownter of the tree indignantly. “ Thats why he told me to
fell me tree. We are neighbours, and yet he tricks me in
this way—this is really going too far!”

Lie Zi




U

BeErRA

EFANFHLE., HE . RAWM= W,

EReH I, RIS £,

ERHEZ,BHAFEE, FHAZ
ﬁ'ﬁ?"ﬁ =| :Hﬁf%-iﬂﬂ‘ 92:,%/&;%,&14@0”

— {AF

16



THE MAN WHO SAW NOBODY

There was a man in the state of (4 who wanted some
gold. One morning he dressed himself smartly and went
to the market., Awmiving at the gold-dealer’'s stall, he
seized a piece of gold and made off.

The officer who caught him asked him: “Why did you
steal gold in front of so many people?”

“When 1 took the gold, " he answered, “I saw no-
body. All I saw was the gold.”

Lie Zi
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THE CONCEITED COACHMAN

Ore day Yan Zi, prime minister of the state of Qi,
went out in his carriage. His coachmarn's wife, from her
gate, saw her husband looking thoroughly smug and
conceited under the great carriage awning as he drove
his four horses.

When the coachman went home, his wife told him she
wanted to leave him.

Her husband asked her why.

“Yan Zi is primc minister of Ji, " she replied. “He is
famed throughout the states, But I saw him out today,
deep in thought and not giving himself any airs. You are
only a coachman, yet you look so conceited and pleased
with yourself. Thats why I want to leave you.”

After this, her husband behaved more modestly.
When Yan Zi, surprised, inquired the reason for this
change, the coachman told him the truth, Then Yan Zi
recommended him for an official post.

Yan Zi

19
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THE LORD WHO LOVED DRAGONS

Liord She was so fond of dragons that he had them
painted and carved all over his house. When the real
dragon in heaven heard about this, it flew down and put
its head through Lord She's door and its tail through one
of his windows. When the lord saw this he fled, fright-
ened nearly out of his wils.

This shows that the lord was not really fond of drag-
ons. He liked all that looked like dragons, but not the

genuine thing.

Shen Zi
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THE THOUSAND TAELS OF GOLD

In the state of Qi there was one Mr. Dongguo Chang
who was a man of many ambitions. Among other
things, he wanted to possess ten thousand taels of gold.

A student of his, knowing of this ambition, asked to
be favoured with a small sum, for he was very poor.

Mr. Dongguo Chang refused to grant his request. “1
need all my money to buy myself a post in the govem-
ment, ” he said.

His student became angry and left for the state of
Song. Before he went he said to the teacher, “Since I
shall have no share in the fortunes that you arc covet-
ing, Id better seek them elsewhere. Maybe I can come
by them earlier than you do.”

Shang Zi
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THE TOMTIT AND THE GIANT ROC

Thcre was once a bird called the roc, whose back
was as vast as Mount Tai and whose wings were like
clouds that overspread the heavens. When it wheeled up
into the air a whirlwind arose, and in each flight it cov-
ered ninety thousand {i, soaring ahbove the misty
vapours under the azure sky. Once it was flying south-
wards to the Southern Ocean.

“Where can it be going?” wondered a tomiit with a
laugh. “T leap up scorcs of feet, then come down to en-

Joy myself among the bushes. That's good enough for

me. Where elsc does it want to go?”
Here we see the difference in outlook between great
and smali

Zhuang Zi
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THE OINTMENT FOR CHAPPED HANDS

A family in the state of Song made an excellent
ointment for chapped hands;so for generations they en-
gaged in laundering. A man who heard of this offered a
hundred picces of gold for their recipe.

“We have been in the laundry trade for generations, "
said this family as they discussed the matter. “But we
never made more than a fow pieces of gold. Today we
can selt our recipe for a hundred pieces. By all means
let us sell it. ™

Now the state of Yue was invading the statc of Wu,
and having bought the recipe this man presented it Lo the
Prince of Wu, who thereupon made him a general. His
troops fought a naval action with those of Yue that win-
ter, and completely routed the enemy. Then the prince
made him a noble, rewarding him with a fief.

Thus the same ointment for chaps could win a fief or
simply aid laundrymoen.

All depends upon the use to which things are put.

Zhuang Zi
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THE BIRD KILLED BY KINDNESS

A sca-gull alighted in a suburb of the capital of Lu.
The Marquis of Lu welcomed it and feasted it in the tem-
ple hall, ordering the best music and grandest sacrifices
for it. But the bird remained in a daze, looking quite
wretched, not daring to swallow a morsel of meat or a
singlc cup of wine. And after three days it died.

This was entertaining the sea-gull as the Marquis of Lu
liked to be entertained, not as a sea-gull likes to be en-
tertained.

Zhuang Zi
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THE ART OF CARVING DRAGONS

Zhu Pingman went to Zhili Yi to learn how o carve
dragons for the table. He studied for threce years and
spertt all his very considerable property before he mas-
tered the subject.

But he never found a dragon on which to practise his
art.

Zhuang Zi

Ik
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| LEARNING THE WRONG THING

Beczmse Xi Shi, the famous beauty. suffered from
| heartbum, she would often frown in front of all the
‘ neighbours.

‘ An ugly girl in the same village, who noticed this and
thought it very charming, also put her hands to her
| breast and frowned in front of everyone. When the rich
saw her, they barred their doors and would not come
out. As for the poor, they ran away, taking their wives
and children,
Poor thing! She could admire Xi Shis frown, but did
not know why it was beautifil .

Zhuang Zi

|
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THE FROG IN THE WELL

A frog lived in a shallow well .

“Look how well off I am here!” he told a big turtle
from the Eastern Ocean. “T can hop along the coping of
the well when I go out, and rcst by a crevice in the
bricks on my retiim. [ can wallow to my hearts content
with only my head above water, or stroll ankle deep
through soft nuad. No crabs or tadpoles can compare
with me. I am master of the water and lord of this shal-
low well. What more can a fellow ask? Why don't you
come here more often to have a good time"”

Before the turtle from the Eastern Ocean could get his
left foot mto the well, howcver, he caught his righr
claw on something. So he halted and stepped back,
then began to describe the ocean to the frog.

“It's more than a thousand /i across and more than
ten thousand feet deep. In ancient times therc were
floods nine years out of ten yet the water in the ocean
never increased. And later there were droughts seven
years out of eight yet the watcr in the ocean never grew
less. It has remained quite constant throughout the ag-

3B
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es. That is why I like to live in the Eastern Ocean.”
Then the frog in the shallow well was silent and felt a
little abashed.

Zhuang Zi
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THE CARP IN THE DRY RUT

When Zhuang Zi had no money, he weni to the Lord
Keeper of the River to borrow some grain.

“That's all right, ~ said the lord. "I shall scon have
collected the taxes from my fief; then I'll lend you three
hundred gold pieces. How about that””

Very indignant, Zhuang Zi told him this story:

As I was coming here yesterday I heard a voice calling
me, and looking round [ saw a carp lying in a drv rut on
the road.

“How did you get there, carp?”] asked.

“I am a native of the Eastern Ocean, ” he replied.
“Do you have a barrel of water to save my life?”

“Thats all right, "I told him. “I shall soon be visiting
the princes of Wu and Yue in the south, and I shall let,
through some water for you from the West River. Ilow
about that?”

The carp was most indignant.
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“I arn out of my usual clement, ” he said, “and dort
know what to do. One barrel of water would save me,
but you give me nothing but empty promises. Youll have
to look for me later in the fish market.”

Zhuang Zi
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HOW TWO SHEPHERD BOYS
LOST THEIR SHEEP

Two shepherd boys, Gu and Zang, went out together
with their flocks and both of them lost their sheep,
When their master asked Zang what he had been doing,
he answered that he had been reading. When Gu was
questioned, he said he had been playing draughts.

They were doing different things, yet they both lost
their sheep just the same.

Zhuang Zi
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THREE CHESTNUTS OR FOUR

A monkey-trainer in the state of Song was fond of

monkeys and kept a great many of them. He was able to
understand them and they him. Indeed, he used to save
some of his family's food for them. But a time came |
when there was not much food left at home, and he ’

wanted to cut down the monkey's rations. He feared,
however, they might not agree to this, and decided to !
deceive them. !

“I'll give you three chestnuts each morning and four
each evening, " he said. “Will that be enough?” ’
|
|

All the monkeys rose up to express their anger.

“Well, what about four in the mortdng and three in
the evening?” he asked.

Then the monkeys squatted down again, feeling quite
satisfied.

Lie Zi [
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THE PRINCE AND HIS BOW

Prince Xuan was 4 keen archer and liked to be told
what a powerful bowman he was, although he could
draw no bow heavier than thirty catties. When he
showed his bow (o his attendants, they pretended to ry
to draw it, but merely bent it to half its full extent .

“This must weigh at least ninety catties!” they all
cried. “None but Your Majesty could use such a bow."

And ai this the prince was pleased.

Though he only used a thirty-catty bow, till the end of
his life he believed that it weighed ninety catties. It was
thirty in fact, and ninety merely in name; but for the
sake of the empty name he sacrificed the truth.

Yin Wen Zi
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LEARNING TO PLAY DRAUGHTS

Playing draughts is a minor art; yet even so, you
must give your whole attention to it to learn it. Qiu, the
best draughts-player in the country, had two pupils.
One of them concentrated entirely on what Qiu told
them, while the other, though he also listened to his
rnaster, was thinking all the time of the wild geesc in
the sky, and itching to get his bow and arrows to shoot
them. So he did not learn as well as the other pupil. It
was not because he was less intelligent .

Mencius
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THE CHICKEN THIEF

There was a man who used to steal a chicken from
his neighbours every day.

“Tt is wrong to steal, ” someone told him .

“I'll cut down on it, ~ promised the chicken thief. “I
shall steal one chicken a month from now on, and stop
altogether next year.”

Since he knew he was wrong, he ought to have
stopped at once. Why wait for another year?

Mencius
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HELPING YOUNG SHOOTS TO GROW

A man in the state of Song felt the shoots in his
fields were not growing fast enough. So he pulled them
all up. then went home quite exhausted.

“I'm tired out today, " he told his family. “Tve been
helping the young shoots to grow.”

His son ran out to the fields to have a look, and found
all their seedlings were dead.

Most people would like to help yourng shoots to grow;
but some think ali efforts useless and make no attermpt,
not. even weeding the fields; others try to help the shoots
grow by pulling them up. This, of course, is worse than
useless .

Mencius
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| THE MAN WHO WAS AFRAID
OF GHOSTS

There was once a man of southem Xia Shou by the
name of Juan Zhu Liang who was both slow-wilted and
cowardly .

‘ Walking along a road one moonlit night, he saw his
i own shadow on the ground in front of him.
“Is a ghost crouching there!” he thought to himself .
Looking up, he saw a strand of hair dangling in front
| of his eves.
| “Ooh! Its standing up now!” he thought.
He was so frightched he turned around and began to
| shuffle backwards,
‘ As soon as he reached his home, he dropped to the
] ground, dead.
|
|

Xun Zi
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DOCTOR AND PATIENT

Dr. Ju was a famous physician of the state of Qin.
He had cut a tumour for Ermperor Xuanwang and healed
haemorrhoids for Emperor Huiwang .

A certain Mr. Zhang who was afflicted with a sore
back asked the physician to treat it.

“1 will not regard it as my back any longer. Do what-
ever you think fit with it!” he said.

Given a free hand, the physician cured his patient in
no fime.

There is no doubt that Dr. Ju was well versed in his
craft, but the fact that Zhang put himself entirely in the
doctors hands also accounts for his prompt recovery,

Shi Zi
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THE MAN WHO WAS FOUND
IN THE WELL

T'he Ding family in the state of Song had no well of

its own. Someone in the family sometimes had to spend
a whole day doing nothing but fetch water from a dis-
tance.

To save trouble, they had a well sunk in thejr court-
vard.

After the job was finished, they said to one an other
happily, "It seems with the sinking of the well one more
person is added to our household. ”

One of Ding's friends heard of the remark and the
word passed from that friend to that friend’'s friend and
yel to another, until the story ran as follows: “ The Dings
had a well sunk and found a man inside!”

When the Duke of Song heard the tale he sent for Ding
to inquire into the matter,

“With the sinking of the well it is as though your obe-
dient servant has secured the help of a man, ” explained
Ding to the duke, "it isn't that I actually found a man in
the well ™

Zi Hua 7Zi
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MARKING THE BOAT TO
LOCATE THE SWORD

A man of the state of Chu was ferrying across a riv-
er when his sword fell into the water. He lost no time in
marking the side of the boat,

“This is where my sword dropped, " he said.

When the boat morred, he got into the water to look
for his sword by the placc which he had marked. But
since the boat had moved while the sword had not, this
method of locating his sword proved unsuceessfl

The Discourses of Lii Buuwei
( Lii Shi Chun Qiu)

|
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THE SON OF A GOOD SWIMMER

A man walking along the river bank saw someone
about to throw a small boy into the water, The child
was screanming with terror.

“Why do vou want to throw that child into the river?”
asked the passcr-by.

“His father is a good swimmer, ~ was the answer.

But it does not follow that the son of a good swimmeoer
can swim.

The Discourses of Lii Buwei
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STEALING THE BELL

A fter the fall of the house of Fan, a man got hold of
a bronze bell. It was too big to carry away on his back,
and when he fried to break it with a hammer it made
such a din that he feared others might hear and take it
away from him. So he hastily stopped his ears.

It was all right to worry about others hearing the
noise, but foolish to stop his own ears.

The Discourses of Lii Butwvei
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PUNISHING THE HORSE

Because his horse refused to advance, a traveller in
the state of Song drove it into a stream. then mounted
to set off again. Still the horse refused o go. and he
punished it once more in the same way. This happened
three times in all. Even the most skilful rider could de-
vise no better means of frightening a horse: but if you
are not a rider, simply a bully, your horse will refuse to
carry you.

The Discourses of Lii Buwei
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THE CLEVER OLD WOMAN

An old woman was friendly with a young wife,
whose mother-in-law suspected her of stealing somc
meat and wanted to drive her away. In despair she went
to complain to the old woman.

“Where can you go?”demanded her old neighbour. “I
shall get your mother-in-law to call you back.”

Then she took a bundle of straw to the house where
the young woman lived.

“My dogs are fighting over some stolen meat, ™ she
said. “So I want to light a fire to give them a beating. "

As soon as the mother-in-law heard that, she sent to
recall her daughter-in-law .

This old woman was not gifted with eloguence, and
taking a bundle of straw to ask for a light is not the usu-
al means of effecting a reconciliation; but when vou do
the right thing you achieve results,

Han Ying's Commentary on the Book of Songs
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PAINTING GHOSTS

There was an artist who worked for the prince of ().

“Tell me, "said the prince, " what are the hardest
things to paint?”

“Dogs, horses, and the like, " replied the artist .

“What arc the easicst?” asked the prince.

“Ghosts and monsters, " the artist told him. “We all
know dogs and horses and see them every day:but it is
hard to make an exact likeness of them. That is why
they are difficult subjects. But ghosts and monsters have
no definite form, and no one has ever seen them; so
they are easy to paint.”

Han Fel Zi
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THE CRUMBLING WAILL

There was once a rich man in the state of Song. Af-
ter a downpour of rain his wall began to crumble.

“If you don't mend that wall, " warned his son, “a
thief will get in.”

An old neighbour gave the same advice,

That night, indeed, a great deal of money was stolen.
Then the rich man commended his son’s intelligence,
but suspected his oid neighbour of being the thief.

Harn Fei Zi
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IVORY CHOPSTICKS

When King Zhou ordered chopsticks made of ivory,

Ji Zi was most perturbed. For he feared that once the
king had ivory chopsticks he would not be content with
earthenware, but would want cups of rhinoceros homn
and jade; and instead of beans and vegetables, he would
hardly be willing either to wear rough hotespun or live
under a thaiched roof, but would demand silks and
splendid mansions.

“It is fear of what this will lead to, ” said Ji Zi, “that
upsets me.”

Five years later, indeed, King Zhou had a garden
filled with meat, {ortured his subjects with hot irons,
and caroused in a lake of wine. And so he lost his King-
dom.

Han Fei Zi
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WHY ZENG SHEN KILLED THE PIG

One day, when Zeng Shen's wifc was going to the
market, their son cried and clamoured to go with her.

“Go back now!” she wheedled him. " When [ get
home well kill the pig for you.”

Upon her retum, she found Zeng Shen about to kill
the pig. She hastily stopped him.

“I didnt really mean it, ” she protested. “I just said
that to keep the boy quiet.”

“How can you deccive a child like that”” asked Zeng
Sheni. “Children know nothing to begin with. but they
copy their parents and leam from them. When you cheat
the boy, you are teaching him to lie. If a mother de-
ceives her child, he will not trust her, and that is no
way to bring him up.”

50 he killed the pig after all.

Han Fei Zi
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THE MAN WHO PRETENDED HE
COULD PLAY REED PIPES

Whe:n Prince Xuan of i called for reed pipe music,
he would have three hundred men playing at the same
time . Then a scholar named Nanguo asked for a place in
the orchesira, and the prince, taking a fancy to him,
gave him a salary large enough to feed several hundred
men.

After Prince Xuan's death, however, Prince Min came
to the throne, and he liked solo performances.
There upon the scholar fled.

Han Fei Zi
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THE MAN WHO SOLD
SPEARS AND SHIELDS

In ihe state of Chu lived a man who sold shields and

Spears.
“My shields are so strong, "he boasted, “that nothing
can pierce them. My spears are so sharp there is nothing
they cannot pierce.”

“What if cne of your spears strikes one of your
shields?” someone asked him.

The man had no answer to that.

Han Fei Zi




%

FARELERH FHEHEATE 2
oA

ExW,.MAEZ,BHBE,7EH.CF
SRESSRBERZ,

TR TR, T HE,

ANH TR Z LR

H:“TEZRE, LaBEL",

(EIEF)




BUYING A PAIR OF SHOES

A man in the state of Zheng decided to buy some

new shoes. He measured his feet but left the measure
on his seat, and went to the market without it. There he
found a shoemaker.

“Why, I forgot to bring the measurement! "he cried.

He hurried home to fetch it.,

By the time he got back to the market, the fair was
over;so he failed Lo buy his shoes.

“Why didn’t you try the shoes on”” asked one of his
neighbours.

“I trust the ruler more, " was his reply.

Han Fei Zi
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A RECIPE FOR IMMORTALITY

A stranger informed the Prince of Yan that he could
malke him immortal, and the prince bade one of his sub-
jects learn this art; but before the man could do so the
stranger died. Then the prince, in great anger, executed
his subject.

He failed to sec that the stranger was cheating him,
| but taken in by his lies had an innocent citizen killed.
| This shows what a fool he was! For a man values noth-
i ing more than his own life, yet this fellow could not
I
b
|
|
|
I

even keep himself alive, so what could he do for the
prince?

Han Fei Zi
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THE DOG WHO SOURED WINE

There was a brewer in the state of Song whose wine

was excellent. He gave fair measure, was civil to his
customers, and has his sign up In a most conspicuous
place. Yet he could not sell his wine, which was said to
be sour. He asked an elder whom he knew well, what
the reason for this was.

“Is your dog fierce?” asked the elderly man.

“As a matter of fact, itis, " replied the brewer, “But
what has that to do with my wine not selling?”

“People are afraid of your dog. When a boy is sent
with money and a pot to buy your wine, the dog rushes
out to bite him. That is why your wine ftums sour and
will not sell, ™

Han Fei Zi
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WAITING FOR A HARE TO TURN UP

Therewas a peasant in the state of Song. One day a

hare dashed up. knocked against a tree in his field,
broke its neck and fell dead. Then the peasant put down
his hoe and wailed by the tree for another hare to turn
up. No more hares appeared, however; but he hecame
the langhing-stock of the state.

Han Fei Zi
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HOW TWO WATER SNAKES
MOVED HOUSE

|
|
|
i Thre snakes wanted to move away from & marsh |
| which was drying up.
| “If you lead the way and I follow, " said a small 10 a [
' large snake, “men will know we are moving away and |
" someone will kill you. You had better carry me on your |
back, each holding the other’s tail in his mouth. Then ‘
men will think I am a god.” |
So, each holding the other, they crossed the high-
way . And cverybody made way for them, crying ont: r
“This is a god!” |

Han Fei Zi
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THE BOW AND THE ARROW

One man boasted, “My bow is so good, it needs no

arow.

Another man boasted, "My arrow is so good. it needs
no bow.”

The skilled archer Yi heard them and said, ™ Without a
how, how can you shoot an arrow” And withoat an ar-
row how can you hit the target?”

S0 the bow and the arrow were used together, and Yi
taught these men to shoot.

Han Fei Zi
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SELLING THE CASKET
WITHOUT THE PEARLS

A native of the state of Chu decided to sell some
pearls in the state of Zheng. He had a casket made of
rare wood, scented it with spices, inlaid it with jade
and other preciocus jewels, and wrapped it in kingfishers
" plumage. The result was that the men of Zheng were
gager to buy the casket, but he could not sell his pearls.

This fellow may be considered a skilled ecasket scller,
but deserves no credit at all as a scller of pearls.

Han Fei Zi
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THE LAMB IN A TIGERS SKIN

Ouce a lamb clad itself in a tigers skin.

As it was stalking along, it bleated joyously at the
sight of the green grass, bat when it saw a wolf in the
distance it trembled all over.

The truth is that the lamb had forgotten that it had the
tiger's skin on.

Fan Yan
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THE SNIPE AND THE MUSSEL

A musscel was opening its shell to hask in the sun
when a snipe pecked at it. The mussel clamped down
on the birds beak, and held it fast. |

“If it doesn't rain today or tomorrow, “said the snipe, |
“therc will be a dead mussel lying here.”

“If you can't pry loose today or tomorrow, ~retorted
the mussel, “there will be a dead snipe here too.”

As neither of them would give way, a passing fisher-
man caught them both.,

Warring States Anecdotes
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THE FOX WHO PROFITED
BY THE TIGERS MIGHT

Whjle hunting for prey, the tiger caught a fox.

“You can't eat me, 'said the fox. “The Emperor of
Heaven has appointed me king of the beasts. If vou eat
me, youll be disobeying his orders. If you don't believe
me, follow me. You'll soon see whether the other ani-
mals run away at the sight of me or not.”

Agreeing to this, the tiger accompanicd; and when all
the beasts saw thern coming they dashed away. Not re-
alizing that they were afraid of him, the tiger thought
they were afraid of the fox.

Warring States Anecdotes
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THE RUMOUR ABOUT ZENG SHEN

Once, when Zeng Shen went to the district of Fei, a
man with the same name there committed a murder.
Someone went to tell Zeng Shen’s mother: “Zeng Shen
has killed a man!”

“Impossible, " she replied. “My son would never do
such a thing.”

She went calmly on with her weaving,

After a while, someone else came to report: “Zeng
Shen has killed 2 man.”

still the old lady went on weaving.

Then a third man came to tell her: " Zeng Shen has
killed a man!”

This time his mother was frightened. She threw down
her shuttle and escaped over the wall.

For although Zeng Shen was a good man and his
mother trusted him, when three men accused him of
murder, much as she loved him she couldnot but begin
to doubt him.

Warring States Anecdotes

103




[FEEE [

RERZGH, FRAZ, PHEAR,
KEFH,LKBEF £, FLEH:

CAEER, LATAA, LT TR
A%, FEEH ' RUZFESEH " F 2
ZHEREHALECE . ELREH ‘S
BR WEZZE L, S FRAS,EH,
"HES, Wk ¥b, 5. EHEE
REERE, TEELTHT - ”

104




THE WRONG DIRECTION

The Prince of Wei decided to invade Handan. the
capital of the state of Zhao. Although Qiliang was on a
jourmey when he heard this, he turned back at once
and, without waiting to smooth his crumpled garmenis
or brush the dust from his head, went to see the king.

“On my way back, " he said, "I came across a man
at Taihang Mountain, who was riding northwards. He
told me he was going to the state of Chu.”

“'In that case, why arc you heading north? *I asked
him .

““Thats all right, "he replied. ‘I have good horses. ’

“*Your horses may be good, but yourre taking the
wrong direction.

"*Well, I have plenty of money,
You may have plenty of money, but this is the
wrong direction. ’

*“Well. I have an cxcellent charioteer. °

“*The better your horses, "I told him, *the more
money you have and the more skilled your charioteer,
the further you will get from the state of Chu. "

1

L

Warring States Anecdotes
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DRAWING A SNAKE WITH LEGS

I the state of Chu, 2 man who had held a sacrifice
gave the goblet of sacrificial wine to his stewards.

“This is not enough for us all, " said the stewards,
“but more than enough for one. Let's draw snakes on
the ground, and the one who finishes first can have the
wine. "

The man who finished first picked up the goblet, but
holding it in his left hand went on drawing with his
right.

“I am adding some legs, 7 he said.

Before he finished the legs, though, another steward
completed his drawing and took the goblet from him.

“A snake has no legs, ” said this last. “ Why should
vou add legs?”

50 he drained the wine instead . And the one who had
drawn the legs had nothing to drink.

Warring States Anecdotes




ik

j i bz A, oA M

sk A E K EZ,

RAEAREHR XL, FL LB £
¥, EAEHEA K. TEFHZE
| WEEE,EUNE, T4 L? £ UA
| #TFR L, THERY
KL ARE, A BT E 2.

— (EEKD

.

108




BORROWING THE LIGHT

A girl in onc of the workshaops by the river was too
poor to buy oil for the lamp: so the other girls decided to
drive her away. As the poor girl was leaving she said to
the others:

“Because 1 couldn't afford to pay for the light., T al-
ways arrived first to sweep the room and put down the
mats. Your light shines on all four walls: Why grudge me
a share in it? It doesn't hurt you to let me borrow your
light, and I make myself useful to you. Why should you
drive me away?”

Realizing the truth of what she said, they let her stay
after all.

Warring States Anecdotes
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WHICH WAS THE MORE HANDSOME

Lurd Zon Ji of the state of (i was six feet tall and a
fine figure of a man. One morning he dressed himself
smartly, and studied himself in the mirror.

“Which is more handsome, " he asked his wile,
“Lord Xu of the north city or 17”7

“You are ever so handsome, " replied his wife. “How
can Lord Xu comparc with you?”

Since Lord Xu of the north city was famed for his
good looks throughout the state, Zou Ji did not altogeth-
€r believe his wife. He repeated his question to his con-
cubine .

“How can Lord Xu compare with you?” cried the con-
cubine,

Later that morning a protégé came in, and Zou Ji put
the same question to him,

“You are by far the more handsome, " replied this
mar .

The next day Lord Xu called, and a careful scrutiny
convinced Zou Ji that Xus good looks far surpassed his.
He studied himself in the mirror, and undoubtedly he
was the plainer of the two.

111



H:"FE2xf 75, AR, =22 RE,
BRU; B2 ERE BARTRL
— {RE%R)




That night in bed he reached the following
conclusion: "My wife said I was more handsome because
she is biased. My concubine said so because she is
afraid. And my protége said so because he wants some-
thing from me!”

Warring States Anecdoles
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BUYING A GOOD HORSE

There was a king who was willing to pay a thousand
pieces of gold for a horse that could min a thousand U
without stopping. For three years he tried in vain to {ind
such a steed.

Then someone offered: " let me look for a horse for
vour Majesty.”

Then King agreed to this.

After three months this man came back, having spent
five hundred pieces of gold on a horse's skull,

The king was most enraged,

“I wart a live horse!” he roared. “What use is a decad
horse to me? Why spend five hundred picces of gold on
nothing?”

But the man rephlied: “If you will spend five hundred
pieces of gold on a dead horse, won't you give much
more for a live one? When people hear of this, they will
know you are really willing to pay for a good Lorse. and
will quickly send you their best,”

sure enough, in less than a year the king succceded
in buying threc excellent horses.

Warring Stales Anecdoles
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THE CLAY FIGURE AND
THE WOODEN IMAGE

When Lord Mengchang decided to leave his native

Iand—1the state of (J——to take office in the state of Qin,
hundreds of men tried to dissuade him from going. But
he would not listen to them. Then Su Jin. the rhetori-
cian, wanted 10 reason with him.

“I have heard all the arguments men can think of, ”
said Lord Mengchang. “All thats lacking is some super-
natural reasoning.”

“I came herc with no intention of discussing human af-
fairs, " replied Su Jin. “1 am asking for an audience to
speak of the supernatural .”

Then the lord admitted him, and Su Jin told the fol-
lowing story:

“Passing the River Zi on my way herc, I heard a clay
figure and a peach-wood image talking together.

“‘You used to be a piece of clay on the west bank, °
jeered the wooden image. ‘Now you have been made
into a figure. But druing the big rains in the eighth
month, when the river rises, you are sure to be de-
stroyved . ’

“"What of it? "retorted the clay figure. ‘I come from
the west bank, and when I am desiroyed I shall become
part of it again. But you are made of pcach wood from
the east country, carved into an image. When the great
rains come and the river rises, you will be swept away,
and then what will you do? ’

17
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“The state of Qin has strong passes on every side, so
to enter it is like entering a tigers mouth! Once you go
to Qin, I fear you will never come back, ”

Then the lord gave up his plan .

Warring States Anecdotes
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THE OWL MOVES HOUSE

One day the owl met the turtle-dove.

“Where are you going?” inquired the dove.

"I am moving east, ” said the owl.

“"Why is that?” asked the dove.

“All the people here dislike my hoot, " replied the
owl. “That is why I want to move east.”

“If you can change your voice, ” said the dove. “then
it will be all right. But if you can't, even if you move
east, the people there will dislike you just the same.”

The Garden of Aneedotes { Shuo Yuan)
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THE USE OF PARABLES

“ HLu Zi is forcver using parables, " complained
someone to the Prince of Liang. “If you. sire. forbid
him to speak in parables. he won't be able to make his
meaning clear.”

'The prince agreed with this man.

The next day the prince saw Hui Zi.

“From now on, " he said, “kindly talk in a straight-
forward manner, and not in parables.”

"Suppose there were a man who did not know what a
catapult is, 7 replied Hui Zi. “If he asked you what it
looked like, and you told him it looked Just like a ecala-
pult, would he understand what you meant’”

“Of course not, ” answered the prince.

“Bui suppose you told him that a catapult looks some-
thing like a bow and that it is made of bamboo - wouldn

't he understand you better?”

“Yes, that would be clearer, ” admitted the prince.
“We compare something a man does not know with
soraething he does know in order to help him to under-




{izE)

AEWMEABZ, TR LE WA

% o”—:E =i :“%%u“

—  — o — — -




stand it, " sald Hui Zi. “If you won't let me use para-
bles, how can I make things c¢lear to you?”
The prince agreed that he was right.

The Garden of Anecdotes
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A PARABLE ON STUDY

“] am seventy already, ” said Duke Ping of Jin to his
blind musician Shi Kuang. “Though I want very much to
study and rcad some books, 1 feel it is too late.”

“But why not light the candle?” suggested Shi Kuang .

“How dare a subject joke with his master?” cried the
duke angrily.

“A blind musician, I dare not!” protested Shi Kuang.
"But I have heard that if a man is fond of study in his
youth, his future is as bright as the moming sun; if he
applies himself fo study in middle age, it is like the
noonday sun; while if he begins to study when he is
old, it is like a candle's flame. Though a candle is not
very bright, al least it is better than groping in the
dark.”

The duke agreed with him.

The Garden of Anecdoles
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THE DRAGON WHO CHANGED
INTO A FISH

Onr:e the white dragon went down from heaven {0 a
cool lake, taking the form of a fish. Then a fisherman
shot at him and pierced him in the eye. The white drag-
on flew up at once to complain to the Emperor of Heav-
€n.

“1 took the form of a fish when I went down to the
lake.”

“Then of coursc a fisherman would try to catch you.
IHow can you blame him?”

The Garden of Anecdoles
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THE CICADA, THE PRAYING MANTIS
AND THE SPARROW

There is a tree in the garden, and on it there is a ci-
cada. This cicada perches up there, chirping away and
drinking the dew, not knowing that there is a praying
mantis behind it. And the praying mantis leans forward,
raising its forelegs to catch the cicada, not knowing that
there is a sparrow beside it. The sparrow, again, cranes
its neck to peck at the praying manids, not knowing that
there is someone with a catapult wajting below .

The Garden of Anecdotes
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ON WEARING ARMOUR

One day Tian Zan went into the presence of the
Prince of Chu in rags.

“You are very shabbily dressed, sir, ” remarked the
prince.,

“There arc worse clothes than these, ” replied Tian
Zan.

“What may they be, pray?”

* Armour is worse.”

“What do you mean by that®”

“It is cold in winter and hot in summer; so no clothes
are worse than armour. Since I am a poor man, my
clothes are naturally shabby; but you are a prince with
ten thousand chariots and untold wealth, vet you like to
dress men in armour. This is something I cannat under-
stand. Perhaps you are bent on fame? But armour is
used in war, when men's heads are hacked off, their
bodies pierced, their cities razed to the ground, and
their parents and children tortiared—the mere name is
rather inglorious. Or perhaps you are bent on gain? But
if you try to injure others, others will try to injure you;
and if you endanger their lives, they will endanger
yours. Thus you will gain nothing but trouble for your

1833



) A B A

TBE

—_— e A v~ .




!
|

own men, If I were you, I would not wage war for ei- |
ther. " |
The Prince of Chu had nothing to say to that. |

New Discourses{ Xin Xu )
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THE FUR AND THE HIDE

Whﬂe on a tour of the country, Marquis Wen of the
state of Wel saw a man wearing a fur with the hide out-
side, carrving a bundle of straw.

“Why wear your fur inside out to carry straw?” asked

the marquis.

“To protect the fur, ” was the answer.

“Don’'t vou realize, man,

said the marquis. “that

when the hide wears out, the fur will go too?”

New Discourses
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WHO DESERVED THE P1LACE
OF HONOURY?

A man passing a friend’ s house noticed that the
lKitchen chimney was straight, and a pile of fuel was
stacked beside the stove.

“You had better build another chimney with a bend in
it, "he advised the householder. “and mowve that fuel
away, otherwise it may catch fire,”

But the master of the house ignored his advice.

Later the housc did catch fire: but luckily the neigh-
bours came and helped to put it out. Then that family
killed an ox and preparcd wine to express their thanks
to the neighbours. Those who had received burns were
seated in the places of honour, and the rest according to
their merit; but no mention was made of the man who
had advised them to build a new chimney .

“If you had taken that man's advice, 7 someone said
to the master of the house, "you could have saved the
expense of the ox and wine, and avoided a firc. Now
you are entertaining your friends to thank them for what
they did. But is it right to ignore the man who advised
you o rebuild the chimney and move the firewood,
while you treat those who received burhs as guests of
honour?”
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Then the master of the house realized his mistake,
and invited the man who had given him good advice.

The Han Dynasty History
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PLAYING THE HARP TO AN OX

One day (Gong Mingyi, the celebrated musician, was

playing an elegant tune on his harp to amuse a browsing
0X.
l The ox, however, continued to munch, paying no

heed to him af all.
| Then he struck up some different notes, which sound-
‘ ed like mosquitocs droning and calves bleating. Where-
‘ upon the ox flicked its tail, pricked up its ears, and be-
| gan frisking round and round, cvidently absorbed in the
music.

\ Mou Zi
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LAMENTING A MOTHERS DEATH

The mother of a man living in the ecast of a village

died, and he lamented her death: but he did not sound
too sad. When the son of a woman living in the west of
the village saw this, he went home and said to his moth-
er: “Why don't you hurry up and dic”? 1 promised to la-
ment you very bitterly.”

A man who looks forward to his mother's death will
hardly be able to lament it bitterly.

Huai Nan Zi
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THE BLIND MAN AND THE LAME MAN

A certain country was invaded by its enemy. When
a lame man there told a blind man of this, the blind man
carried the lame one on his back and they escaped to-
gether, They did this by making use of each other's
strong points.

Huai Nan Zi
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TWO PAIRS OF EYES

Twn men were discussing the appearance of their
master.

“How handsome he is!"” said one,

“How ugly!” said the other.

They argued for a long time and no conclusion could
be reached. Finally each said to the other, “Get some-
one else to look at him and he will tell you that I'm
right!”

—One's features cannot be changed by other people's
comments. That the two men should have different
views is not because they want to oppose each other,
but because each sees through his own eyes.

Wan Ji Lun
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ONE-HOLE NETS

There is an old saying, “No matter how big a net
one may spread, each bird is caught in & single hole.”

Now a person was so fascinated by this wittcism that
he took a number of pieces of siring and made separate
loops of them by tying the ends together.

Consequently never once did he catch a bird with
those“nets. ”

Shen Jian
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THE REFLECTION OF THE BOW

My grandfather, who was magistrate of the district
of Chen, once hvited his secretary, Du Xuan. to drink
with him during the midsummer festival. A red bow
which was hanging on the north wall cast a reflection in
the cup just like a snake; but although Du Xuan was
frightened he dared not refuse to drink. Then he had a
severe pain in his stomach, and could not eat, so that
he grew very thin. Though he tricd all manner of drugs.,
he could find no cure.

Later my grandfather called on him on some business,
and asked him how he had contracted this illness.

“Through fear of the snake which I swallowed, " Du
Xuan told him,

After going home my grandfather thought this over,
then turned and saw the bow, and undersiood what had
happened. He sent a subordinate with a carriage to es-
cort Du Xuan to his house, and set wine in the same
place. so that once more a snake appeared in the cup.

“This is simply a reflection of that bow on the wall, ™
he told his secretary.
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Af once Du Xuan felt better and. greatly relieved,
recovered.

Traditional Topics ( Feng Su tong )
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THE PIG WITH THE WHITE HEAD

Once in Liaodong a swineherds sow farrowed a pig-
let with a white head, and thinking it a prodigy he de-
cided to present it to the court. When he reached He-
dong, however, he found that all the pigs there had
white heads; so he went sheepishly home .

The Later Han History
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THE HOLY EEL

At Stone Pavilion Dam in Kuaiji there stands a great
maple tree. The trunk has rotted and is hollow; so
whenever it rains, a hole in the tree becomes filled with
water. A merchant passing here with a load of ecls put
one eel in the rotien tree for fun.

Since eels do not grow on trees, when the villagers
saw it they were sure it must be holy. They built a temn-
ple by the tree, slaughtered cattle to sacrifice every day,
and called the place The Temple o Father Eel. Thev be-
lieved that those who prayed at the shrine would immed-
iately have good fortune, while those who offended the
god would be overtaken by calamity.

When the merchant came back this way and saw what
had happened, be took the eel to make eel broth. And
S0 it ceased heing holy .

The Garden of Marvels( Yi Yuan)




——— 1

AR

PLOARLEEZFZ"BE”, ALY H 4
H."E” e A WERH,

RAZE . BREZE, RESE, B 5

B .AMu R, AR %, 885,208
MAR REHLTWHRAT.

— {IF)

|
|
ARMZARNB L REAK, BHEA |
i
|




CARVING A PHOENIX

Gcmg Shu, the artisan, was carving a phoenix in
wood.

As a start he sketched a rough outline of the bird on
the block of wood.

Looking at the drawing. one said, It looks more like
an owl than a phocnix,”

Another said, "It reminds ma of an egret.”

All laughed at the ugliness of the bird and the clumsi-
ness of the artisan .

In due time, the phoenix appeared. with a crown like
4 sapphirc, vermilion claws and a dazzling plumage. A
touch on a hidden spring and it soarcd high up into the
sky where it remained on wing among the clouds for
threc days and nights.

Those who had given voice to such idle opinions were
now all praise for the wonderful skilt of the artisan .

Liu Zi
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A SCHOLAR BUYS A DONKEY

One day a learmed scholar was buying a donkey on
the market.

A deed had to be filled out rccording the transaction.

The man who had sold the donkey watched the schol-
ar writing sheet after sheet 1ill three sheets were fin-
ished, but could not sec the word “donkey.” He urged
the scholar to complete the deed.

“You only have to make it clear in the deed thai the
donkey has been paid for and that the lability is in-
volved by either party. Why are you writing so much?”
asked the seller in wonder.,

“Dort be impatient, I'll soon come fo the donkey, "
was the reply.

Yan's Family Instructions
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“IT WAS HERE ALL THE TIME!”

Wang Hao was a slow-witted man. Once he accom-
panied the cmperor of Qi to battle riding on a chestnut
horse. During the night, it turmed very cold. When
morning came, the horse was coated with sleet. When
he went out he could not {ind his horse, so he ordered a
search for it. but In vain.

When the sun rose, the sleet melted and the horse re-

appeared.
“Oh, it was herc all the time! " he said.

History of the Northern Dynasties

—
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COWARDICE MAKES MEN INTO FOOLS

The city of Dingzhou was swrrounded by the Tartar
army. Sun Yangao, the prefect, was so frightened he no
longer appeared at his official quarters. but shut himself
in his private house and had the door bolted. Official
documents were passed through a tiny window,

When he learmned that the Tartars had scaled the ramp-
arts, he hurried o hide himself in a large wooden chest,
saying to his servant, “Lock it from the outside, keep
the key and don’t give it to the robbers when they ask
for jit!”

Chao Ye Xian Zai
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THE LOST BAG

There was onice a fool who, on coming to the capital
for the civil examination, discovered that he had lost his
leather bag,

“Though a thief has stolen my bag, ” he said calmly.
“he wont be able to touch the contents. ™

Asked why, he said, "I still have the key, so what is
he going to open the bag with?”

Chao Ye Xian Zai
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THE WELL

A wcl was sunk by the roadside. Pegple in the
habit of using the road who had not been able to find a
drop of water to quench their thirst in the past found it
very convenient.

After some time, however, a man going home one
night fell inko the well and was drowned. Then people

began to blame the person who had chosen that site for
the well,

Shen Meng Zi
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| THE FALCON AND THE ADDER

i The falcon met an adder on the road and advanced to
peck at it.

“Don't you peck me!” said the adder to the falcon.
| “People say you're poisonous. That's a bad thing to be
i called, and if's because you cat us. If yvou don't eat us
. you won't get our venom in you and people will no long-
| er hate you.”

‘ "Quict, you!” scoffed the falcon. “Its a lie to say I'm
| poisonous. Its you who bite men with malicious intent,
! and I'm eating you to punish you for your crimes. People
| keep me because they know I cam bring you to account.
They know too that my limbs and feathers arc contarni-
nated with your venom; that is why they use these as a
means o poison others. But thatfs no concem of mine.
Its like the weapon a man uses to Kill somcone. Is the
weapon to blame? Or the man'? I dorit harm people wil-
fully, and I'm used as a weapon against wickedness. But
as for you , you lurk in the grass , intent on harming
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| today. No sophistry can help you,

! 50 saying, the falcon swallowed up the adder.
|

|

|

I

people. Fate has ordained that you should come my way

Wu Neng Zi
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THE MAN WHO LIKED MONEY
BETTER THAN LIFE

In Yongzhou there were many good swimmers., One
day, the river swelled suddeniy. Braving the danger,
about half a dozen people started across in a small boat .
While they wore still in midstream, the boat capsized.
Whereupon, they started to swim. One, though using
his arms vigorously, scemed to make small progress.

“You're a better swirnmer than any of us, why are you
lagging behind?” asked his companions.

“I have a thousand coins tied around my loin, 7 said
the man.

“Why don't you throw them away?” urged the others.

He made no answer, shaking his head, although he
was clearly in difficulties.

The others reached the shore and shouted out to him:
“Off with the coins, you fool! What's the use of the
monegy to you when you are drowning?”

Still the man shook his head. In a few moments he
was drowned.

Collected Works of Liu Zongyuan
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THE DPONKEY OF GUIZHOU

Them were no donkeys in Guizhou until an eccentric
took one there by hoat; but finding no use for it he set it
loose in the hills. A tiger who saw this monstrous-look-
ing beast thought it must be divine. It first surveyed the
donkey from under cover, then ventured a little nearer,
still keeping a respectful distance however,

One day the donkey brayed, and the tiger took fright
and fled, for fear of being bitten. It was utterly terri-
fied . But it came back for another look. and decided
this creature was not so formidable after all. Then,
growing used to the braying, it drew pearer, though it
still dared not attack. Coming ncarer still, it began to
take liberties, shoving, jostling, and charging roughly,
till the donkey lost its temper and kicked out.

“So that is all it can do!” thought the tiger, greatly
pleased .

Then it leaped on the donkey and sank its teeth into
it, severing its throat and devouring it before going on
its way .

Collected Works of Liu Zongyuan
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THE HUNTER WHO USED TRICKS

The deer is afraid of the wolf; the wolf of the tiger;
and the tdger of the wild bear, the most ferocious and
powerful of all animals, walking erect, with long hair
hanging from its head.

In southern Chu there was a hunter who could blow a
bamboo pipe to imitate the sounds of various anirnals .
He used to lure the deer from their mountain fasiness by
miricking their noise, and then shoot them down.

One day, he was at his tricks again. The wolf, hear-
ing the pipe, thought it was deer and came . The hunter
was frightened, so he imitated the roar of a tiger. Off
went the wolf, but a tiger appeared. Terror-stricken,
the hunter made the sound of the bear. The tiger made
off. The bear, hearing the noise, thought it was one of
its kind and came. Finding it to be a man, it tore him
limb from limb and ate him up.

—If a man refuses to improve his inner self, and de-
pends on external forces, he can hardly avoid a similar
fate to that of the hunter.

Collected Works of Liu Zongyuan
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THE SILLY FAWN

A man in Linjiang caplured a fawn. When it was
brought home, the dogs came licking their chops and
wagging their tails. The man angrily drove them off, Af-
terwards, he tock the fawn among the dogs, warning
them to kecp their peace, and making them frolic with
it. In time, the dogs lcamed their lesson. As the fawn
grew, it forgot it was a deer and regarded the dogs as its
fricnds, with whom it could gambol and play. The
dogs, fearing their master, had o suppress their natural
desires and fraternize with it.

One day after three vears, the deer went outside the
gatc. There were many strange dogs in the street, so it
went up and tried to play with them. The dogs werc
surprised, but being glad to see a meal come their way.
fell upon it and killed it. As it was breathing its last, the
decr was at a loss o understand why it had coe to
such an untimely end.

Collected Works of Liu Zongyuan
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OLD CUSTOM

A newly-appointed prefect was giving a grand ban-
quet for the local gentry with many mugicians to enter-
tain the party. In the midst of the revelry, a singer in-
toned: “Out with the old, in with the new;out with the
evil star, in with the lucky star!”

The prefect was highly flattered.

“Who composed that?” he asked.

“It is an old custom in our town to sing this when a

new prefect arrives. It is the only couplet I latow, "re-
plied the singer.

Xiang Shan Ye Lu
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THE WILD GOOSE SENTRY

The smaltest and the most alert of a flock of wild
geese is often chosen to keep vigil for the others during
the night. At the slighlest untoward sound it raises the
alarm and the flock start from their sleep and male off.

S0 some wild goose huniters once devised a scheme to
outwit the senfry. Firsi they marked the haunt of the
flock, spread an enormous net there and hid themselves
in holes dug nearby .

As night fell, the flock descended and went to sleep.
The hunters lit a torch. As soon as the sentry gave the
warning. they cxtinguished the torch. The flock, star-
tled to their feet, found it all quiel and went back to
sleep. The trick was repeated three times. On the third
occasion the flock decided the sentry was inefficient. and
pecked him by way of chastisement. Then they went
back to sleep.

After some time, the hunters again lit the torch. This
time the sentry remained silent. Hearing no stir among
the flock, the hunters drew in the net, bagging more
than half the birds.

Work of -Fing Wen
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A NEW LAKE FOR AN OLD

Wang Anshi. prime minister of the Song Dynasty.
was fond of public ufilify projects. A man who wanted
1o get into his good graces offered a proposition. “Drain
Liangshanbo Lake, and yvou will have eight hundred
square [i of fertile land, * said the man.

Wang Anshi was elated. then he asked., "Where shall
the water go”?”

“Dig another lake of the same size beside it and the
question is solved, 7 said Liu Kongfu.

Wang Anshi laughed and called the matter off.

The Records of Shao
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ANCIENT BOOKS FOR
ANCIENT BRONZE

.A scholar, hard-pressed for money. listed a few
hundred of his books, packed them up. and set out for
the capital, intending to sell them. On his way he met
another scholar who looked at his list and wanted 1o buy
thern. But he could not afford the price. He happened
to have a few pieces of ancient bronze at home which he
intended to sell for rice. So he took the other to sce
them. The one who wanted o sell his books was a great
admirer of bronze., and was delighted with these speci-
merns.

“No need to sell them, " he told the other. “We can
weigh the price of the books against. the hronze and sec
if we can't do an exchange.” The outcome was that he
depositcd his books with the other and lett with a load
of bronze.

When he reached home. his wife was surprised 1o see
him back so soon. Looking quickly at his bags, she
found they were full of some hard objects which clanged
when shifted about. When she heard the story. she he-
gan to scold.

“You fool!” she exclaimed. " What do you want these
things for when we have no rice in the house?”
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“He's in the same fix, " replied the husband, cheer-
fully. “With the books he has from me, he won't have
any rice to eat for some time either!”

Dao Shan Qing Hua
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THE BOAT-OWNERS BRIGHT IDEA

Once I saw a man travelling on foot at Liliang. Iie |
saw a poat, and offercd ihe boat-owner fifty coins to |
take him 10 Pengmen . |

“According to the usual rates, 7 said the boat-owner,
"a passenger making a trip without cargo should pay a
hundred coins. Now you re offering half, that's not
enough. But since I have to pay fifty coins for a man to
tow my boat. I'll take you for fifty if you agree to tow
my boat to Pengmen!”

Miscellanea of Ai Zi
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WHAT DOES THE SUN LOOK LIKE?

A man whoe was borm blind wanted to know what

the sun looked like. so he asked others to describe it.

“It looks like this, like a bronze disc, ” said one,
rapping a gong as he spoke. Some time later. when the
blind man heard a gong. he said, “Isnt that the sun®”

Another told him, “The sun has light like this candle,
" and let him fecl the candle. Some time later, the blind
man picked up a flue ard exclaimed, " Ah! This is
surely the sun.”

A sun is a far cry from a gong or a flute, but the blind
cannot make out the difference because they cannot sec
and have to ask others.

1

Collected Essays of Su Shi
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THE FIGHTING OXEN

A great artist painted a picture of two oxen fight-
ing.

Everybody praised it.

“Look! How spirited they look, like live ones.”

The artist swelled with pride. He had the painting
mounted on precious silk hung from jade rods, and put
it away in a codar chest. Rarely would he show il to
anyone except those who could appreciate fine work .

One day he took the painting from the chest, unrolled
it, and hung it in the sun, as a precaution against book-
WOITINS.

Just then a cowherd entered the courtyard, stood be-
fore the picture and smiled broadly.

“When oxen fight and but with their homs, = said the
boy, "they keep their tails tucked between their rumps.
Now in this picture, they're flicking their tails about. T
ve never seen oxen fighting like that before.”

'The great painter had no answer to this,

Dong Pe Zhi Lin
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WHENCE COMES RICE~

The grandsons of Cai Jing, the notorious prime min-
ister, who grew up in riches, could not tell wheat from
rice,

One day, while having a meal. Cai Jing said, “You
eat rice every day. Do you know where it comes from?”

“From the mortar, " one hazarded. Cai Jing laughed .

“No, it doesnt!” said the other. “It comes from rush-
mats. I saw it!” In those days rice was transported into
the capital in bags made of rush-mais, hence the con-
clusion.

Du Xing Za Zhi
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SWALLOWING A DATE WHOLE

A fool once heard someone say that pears were
good for the teeth but harmful to the spleen., and that
dates werce good for the spleen but harmful to the tecth.
After pondering the matter a considerable while. he
said

“From now on, when { eat a pear, T will only chew
and not swallow it. And when I eat a date, I will swal-
low it whole.”

Zhan Yuan Jing Yu
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THE COMPASSIONATE MAN

A compassicnate man once caught a turtle. He
wanled to make it into soup, but unwilling to be ac-
cused of taking life, he boild a panful of water and,
placing a rod over the pan. said to the turtle, "If you
can get across the pan, I will set you frec.”

The turtle was in no doubt as to the intentions of the
man. But he did not want to die. So, summoning up all
his will, he accomplished the impossible .

“Well done!” said the man. “But please try it again!”

Cheng Shi
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THE WOLF OF THE
ZHONGSHAN MOUNTAIN

There once lived a scholar by the name of Dongguo.
who was known for his compassion.

One day, he was riding along on a donkey on his way
to Zhongshan, when he saw a group of hunters. A little
while later a wolf came running up to him in great
fright. “Kind-hearted master, 7 it begged. “Please let
me get into your bag and hide for a while, If ever [
should emerge alive from this crisis, T will for ever re-
member your kindness. ”

Hearing this, the master ernptied his bag of books,
pushed the wolf inside, and packed the books in around
him,

Presently the hunters arrived. Not finding the wolf,
they went away .

The wolf then asked Master Dongguo to let him out of
the bag, which the master did.

Thereupon the wolf bared his fangs and said. “1 was
being chased by wicked men and I am grateful to you for
saving my life. Now | am starving and will dic unless I
have something to eat. Youll have to let me eat you, if
you want to save me.” So saying, it fell upon the mas-
ter, catching him complctely by surprise. The master
was defending himself as best he could when, to his in-
tense relief, he saw an old man approaching . Extricat-
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ing himself for 4 moment, he ran up to the old man.
begging him to save him.

“Why, what's up?” asked the old man.

“That wolf had the hunicrs on his trail and asked me
to help him, " said the master. ™1 saved his life. But
now he wanis to cal me. Please talk to him and {ell him
he is in the wrong.”

“When the master hid me away, "said the wolf, “he
bound my feet, pushed me into the bag and pressed the
books in after me. I curled up as tightly as I could, but
I couldnit breathe. Then he had a long conversation with
the hunters, intending that I should suffocate in the
bag. Why should I not eat him?”

“I thirk perhaps you are exaggerating, "said the old
man. “Show me what happened, and let me see if you
really suffercd as much as you say vou did.”

The wolf gdladly complied and crawled into the bag.

“Do you have a dagger?”the old man whispered to
Master Dongguo.

The master produced one. Whereupon the old man
signed to him to knife the wolf,

“Wont it hurt him!” demurred the master.

The old man laughed. “This is a most ungrateful
beast, yet you dont have the heart to kill it. You are in-
deed a man of compassion, but ycu arc also very fool-
ish1”

So he helped Master Dongguo to slay the wolf.

Story of the Wolf of the Zhongshan Mountain

205



# K

EHEH R ED TR
TEE“RATE, U T2 F#,%
BATE?
HEE YA A RARL
CEAI 2?7
B 2, R REALD
TSN e T FTT
B "e, T H#EA
— (EFIMED




WILL YOU FLATTER ME"”

.A. rich man and a poor man were talking together.

“I have a hundred ounces of gold, ~ said the rich
man. “If I give you twenty, will you flatter me?”

“It would not be fairly shared, so how could 1 flatter
you?”

“Supposc I give you half, would you flatter me then?”

“We would be equal. I would not flatter you."

“And if I give you all the gold, how then?”

“If T had all the gold, I would have no need to flaiter

"

you.

Al Zi Wai Yu
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TWO WAYS OF COOKING THE GOOSE

A man saw a wild goose flying in the sky. Fitting
an arrow to his bow. he said, "If I can bring it down,
we will stew it.”

“No, it would be better to roast it, " said his younger
brother.

Their argurent reached a deadlock. Finally they went
to a senior member of their clan who settled the matter
by suggesting a half-and-half wrcativent. But when they
came out to look for the wild goose again, it was no-
where to be seen.

Xian Yi Pian
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TREATING HUNCHBACKS

There was ance a charlatan who claimed he could

cure deformities of the spine. " Whether your back is
like a bow, a shrimp, a ring. or whatever vou please,
come to me and T1l straighten it in no time."”

One hunchback was credulous eénough to take his
words at their face value and came to him for treatment .
The charlatan made him lie prone on a plank, put an-
other on his hump, then jumped up and down on it with
all his might. The hump was straightened, but the man
died.

The man's son wanted to sue him, but the charlatan
said. "My job is to straighten his hump . Whether or not.
he dies, has nothing to do with me.,”

Stories by Xue Tao
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THE DREAM

There was once a proctor who was very strict with

his students. One day, a student committed a breach of
discipline. Pulling a long face, the proctor sent for the
offonder, and sal himself in a chair to await his arrival .
The student finally appeared. and, kneeling before the
proctor, said, “1 meant {0 come earlier. But the fact is 1
have just found a thousand ounces of gold and I've had a
hard time deciding how (o dispose of it.”

The proctor melied a little when he heard aboul the
gold. “Where did you find it¥™ [le asked.

“Buried under the ground!”

“And what are you going to do with it?” asked the
Proctor again.

“1 was a poor man, sir, " answreed the student. "I
have talked it over with my wife and we agreed to pui
aside 500 ounces to buy land, 200 for a house, 1(X) to
buy furniture and another hundred to buy maidservants
and pages. Then well use one half of the last hundred to
buy books, for from now on [ must study hard, and the
other half [ will make as a small present to you for the
pains you took in educating me,”

|— —
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“Ah! Is that so! T don't think [ have done enough to
descrve so precious a gift, — said the proctor.

So saying. he ordered his cook to prepare a sumptu-
pus dinner to which he invited the student. They had a
happy time, talking and laughing and toasting cach other
's health. Just as they were getting tipsy, the proctor
had a sudden thought.

“You came away in a hurty, "he said. “Did you re-
member to lock the gold away in a cabinet before vou
came?”

The student rosc 1o his feet. “Sir. T had just finished
planning how to use the money when my wife rolled
against me, and [ opened my cyes to find the gold was
gone. So what's the usc of the cabinet?”

“So all this you've been talking about is only a
drcam?” gasped the proctor.

“Indeed, yes, " answercd the student,.

The proctor was angry, but since he had been so hos-
pitable to the student, it would have seemed churlish to
lose his temper with him now, so he contented himsclf
with saying, "I can see you keep me in mind even when
you are dreaming. Surely you won't forget me when you
really have the gold?”

And he urged him to more drinks before he let him
£20.

Stories by Xue Tao
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NO DREGS FOR THE SWINE

Thirty fi west of my prefecture lies Hefu Mountain,

In whose shelter nesiles a temple dedicated to one Wang
Po{0Old Dame Wang). Nobody knows when this old
woman lived, A story has it that she made a living by
selling wine and that there was a Tacist priest who often
came to her shop and drank wince without paying her.
But the old woman did not seem to mind. One day, the
priest said 1o her, “I have never paid you for any of the
wine I have drunk, but I will sink a wefl for you.” So
the pricst sank the well and it proved to contain the mel-
lowest of wine. "This is my payment!” said the priest..
and was gone.

The old woman no longer brewed her own wine but
sold that from the well to the customers, who found it
better than any they had ever tasted. Drinkers crowded
her shop, and in three years she becarie very rich.

One day, the priest came again. The old woman

“Is the wine good7” asked the priest,

“Very good. "answered the old woman. “Only there
are no dregs for the swine!”

The priest laughed and wrote on the wall the follow-
i_['lg lines;

Tigh is the skv.
But higher is human desire

21
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Well water she sells as wine ,

Yet compluins for lack of dregs for her swine'

Then the priest went away and the well gave no more
wine.

Stories by Xue Tao
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THE MAN WHO WOULD NOT
ADMIT HIS MISTAKE

I the state of Chu lived a man who did not know
where ginger grew . He thought it grew on trees.

Someone told him it grew in the ground.

He could not believe this was true, and said, 1 will
lay a4 bet with you with my donkey. Let us ask ten peo-
ple;if they all say it grows in the ground, the donkey is
yours!”

They asked ten men who all said that it grew in the
ground.

“Take the donkey! "said the man. “But, all the same.,
[ know ginger grows on trees!”

Stories by Xue Tao
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NOTHING TO DO WITH ME

A surgeon once boasted about his abilily. A sol-
dier, returning from battle with an arrow penetrating his
leg, came to him for treattnent.,

The surgeon ook a pair of sharp scissors and cut off
the stem of the arrow close to the flesh, then asked for
Pay.

“But you haven't taken out the head of the arrow. ”
complained the soldier.

“That’'s an internal maiter. That's a physician's busi-
ness, not mine, © was the reply.

Stories by Xue Tao
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PATIENCE

A man was going to take up an official post. A
close friend came fo sec him off. “One thing you must
remember when you become an official, ™ he said, “ is
that you must always be patient.”

The man replied that he would. His friend then re-
peated his advice three times, and three times the man
nodded in assent. When for the fourth time his friend
repeated his counsel. the man became angry and said.
“Do you take me for an idiot? Why do you repeat such a
simple thing over and over again?”

His friend sighed. "It is not easy to be patient, see!”
he said. "I have only said that a few times. and herc
you are already impatient.”

Stories by Xue Tao
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HONESTY

A corrupt official wanted to show that he was pure
and honest. So, before assuming office, he took an
oath in public, saying, “If my right hand accepts
bribes, let it fester;if my left hand accepts bribes, let it
fester, too.”

After sorne time, a person offered him a hundred taels
of silver as a bribe. He wanted 1o accept but feared that
the oath might take effect.

Tao help him out of his quandary, the runner said,
“Why not place the money in Your Honour's sleeve so
that il, and it only. will rot, if rot it wust!”

The official thought it was a sound idea and accepted
the money .

Notes of Xue Tao
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ABNORMAL WEATHER

A general was drinking in the camp in a cold winter
‘s night. Candles were lighted and coal was burning well
in the stove. After a few howlfuls of wine, beads of
sweat appeared on his forehead .

" Extraordinary weather we're having this year!” said
the general. “When it should be cold. its warm."”

His words were heard by his orderly, who was stand-
ing outside in the cold. Entering the teni, he knelt re-
spectfully before the general and said, “The weather
secms normmal enough where your servant was standing,

"

sir.

Notes of Xue Tao
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SOUR WINE

Su @in had not been successful in his quest for an of-
ficial post. One day a feast was held to celebrate his fa-
ther's birthday.

When Su Qin's elder brother presented a cup of wine
to the old man, he exclaimed on its excellence. But
when Su Qin pressented a cup, his father pulled a wry
face, and said, “Oh, how sour!”

Su Qn's wife thought perhaps the wine was really
sour, so she borrowed some wine fram the elder broth-

er. But when she presented it, the old man still declared
it was sour,

“This is the same wine that Su Qin's elder brother
gave you, she gaid.

“You luckless people! FEven sweet wine turns sour
when you touch it, ” scolded the old man,

Notes of Xue Tao
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ISSUING AN ORDER TO THE TIGERS

When Yang Shuxian was in office in Jingzhou, the
tigers there were a scourge to the people. So Yang had
an edict engraved on a hig rock on a nearby mountain,
ordering the tigers to leave the place.

Later, when he was iransferred to Yulin, he found the
people there very unrly. Thinking to issue to a similar
edict, ordering them o be law-abiding, he wrote to the
magistrate of Jingzhou asking for some rubbings to be
taken of his edict 1o the tigers. When the magistrate sent
some men to the mountain, they were killed by Gigers
while trying to take the rubbings.

The magistrate had to relate the tragedy in his reply to
Yang.

Song Bai Lei Chao
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A GOOD MAN IS EASY TO BULLY

In the ternple by the roadside of a village there was a
wooden image of a deity. A man passing by found a
ditch across his path, so he pulled down the image and
placed ® over the ditch as a bridge. Ancther passer-by
saw the figure on the ground and, feeling sorry for it,
restored it to its place. But the image ook umbrage be-
cause he had offered no sacrifice to it, and placed a
curse on him, causing him to suffer a bad headache.

The spirits of the kingdom of the underworld were
non-plussed. “You let the one who trod on you go free.
but punished the one who helped you up. Why”

“You dont understand, " said the deity. “It is so casy
to bully a good man.”

Xiao Zan (In Praise of Laughter)
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LAUGH WITH OTHERS

A blind man was in the company of others. When
his companions saw something funny, they laughed.
The blind man laughed, too.

When they asked him why he was laughing, the blind
man replied. " Since you laugh, there must be something
worth laughing at. Can you be cheating me there?”

Xiao Zan
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THE LOW STOOL

Yu Gong had a very low stool. When he wanted to
sit ont it, he always placed bricks under each leg. Later
he found it very troublesome and hit upon an idea. He
ordered a servani to take it upstairs. But when he sat on
it again, he found it just as low.

“Well, people say its higher upstairs, but I dor't find
it 801" he said.

Ya Niie( Merry Jokes )
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GRINDING AN TRON
PESTLE INTO A NEEDLE

A schoolboy was playing truant in the street when
he saw an old woman grinding an iron pestle on a stone.

Being curious, he asked her what she was doing.

“1 am gonig to grind it into a needle to sew cloth
with, ” answered the old woman.

The child laughed. “But this is such a big pestle, how
can you hope to grind it down to a needle?”

"It doesn't matter, " replied the old woman. “Today 1
grind it, tomorrow I'll grind it again, and the day after
tomorrow again. The pestle will get smaller every day,
and one day it will be a needle.”

The child saw the point and went to school.

Qian Que Lei Shu
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THE KINGFISHER

The kingfisher is a timid bird. It always builds its
nesi high up in the free as a protection against danger.
When the fledglings hatch, it is so apprehensive for fear
they should fall that it builds thce nest lower down,
When their feathers begin to appear, it becomes even
more apprehensive and builds the nest still lower, so
low that anybody can now catch them.

Tan Gai
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BABOONS

In the valleys in the south there are savage baboons
which always go in groups. The local people, knowing
their ways., place wine dregs by the roadside, and a
string of straw sandals across the road. On secing the
wine and sandals, the baboons set up a loud clamour
and turn tail. But they have already caught the scent of
the wine. Cautiously, thcy begin to edge back, then
scampering away and retracing their steps. Finally they
decide to try a few mouthfuls. They drink the wine and
get drunk, put on the sandals and trip and fall. Then the
people come up and catch them.

Tan Gai
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A MOMENT OF IDLENESS

A high official paid a visit to a monastery. The
monk in charge, having been notified of this previously,
had made meticulous preparations for this occasion. Af-
ter several drinks, the official recited a Tang pocm:

Puassing by the monastery I drop in to have a chat with the

monk :

Chet of this busy life & moment of idleness T enjoy .

The monk laughed. When asked why he laughed, he
replied, “Your Worship has enjoyed a moment of idle-
ness, butT've been busy for three days.”

Tan Gai
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THE CUTTLEFISH

The cuitlefish has four pairs of legs which it can
draw into its beak, and it can hide its beak under its
belly. As an added precaution against danger, it emits a
jet of ink to screen diself and it does this when it mects a
fishing boat. Whereupon the fisherman casts his nel on
the inky spot and takes it cut of the water,

Tan Gai
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I WANT YOUR FINGER

A poor man one day met an old friend who had be-
come an immortal. After hearing his freind complain of
his poverty, the imortal pointed his finger at a brick by
the roadside, which immediately turned into a gold in-
got. He presented it to his friend. When the man was
not satisfied with this, he gave him a big gold liecn. But
the man was still not appeased.,

“What more do you want?” asked his immortal
friend.

“I want your finger!” was the reply.

Xiao Fu
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ALL FOR THE LOVE OF A DONKEY

A rich old miser made much money by giving high-

interest loans. When he became too old to walk, he
bought a donkey. But he became so fond of the animal
that he would not ride it except when he was extremely
tried.

One day it was hot and sultry. The old man had to
make a long journey, so he took the donkey with him.
After walking some dislance, he became short of breath
and mounted the donkey. After doing two or three fi,
the donkey also breathed hard, for it was not used to
being ridden. The old man dismounted in alarm and un-
saddled the animal. Whereupon the donkey, thinking it
was turmed loose ., took to its heels and bolted for home,
ignoring the old man's shouts. In vain did he try to over-
take it. Fearing the donkey might get lost and not wish-
ing to lose the saddle, he hurried home, shouldering the
saddle.

As soon as he reached home, he asked whether the
donkey had returmed. When his son answered that it
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had, he cheered up. Then the exertion and the heat be- |
gan to tell. The old man fell sick and took to his bed for
over a month .

Er Shi Lu( Stories from Hearsay )
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| TREE FORKS

The people living on a certain mountain usc tree
forks for stool legs.

A father senl his son to get one. The son took an axe
and went. But at the end of the day he came back emp-
ty-handed. When his father scolded him, he answered,
“Of course, therc are plenty of tree forks there but they
all grow upwards.”

Xiao Fu( Treasure-House of Jokes)




AT HRHR

H_AETH,MEEEz, 200894
BH%, —0 , BXETHEER, T4
HF, m EANE, - AWRE - “%&, #
e & mAksdt”

—ANE:"HEFADF  BRZL, K
A HEAR 4

FELEH, F4H4-AFEH:“FHE2
I EMBL EAZD . "BHALE, AL
AHF?” |

—— (EREIE)




I —

SHORT-SIGHTEDNESS

TWD men were short-sighted, but instead of admit-

ting it, both of them boasted of keen vision.

One day they heard that a tablet was to be hung in a
temple. So each of them found out what was writien on
it beforehand. When the day came, they both went to
the temple. Looking up, onc said, “Look, aren't the
characters” Brightness and Uprighteousness’ ?”

“And the smalier ones. There! You can't see then,
they say, ‘ Written by so and so in a certain month. on
a certain day’!” said the other,

A passer-by asked what they were looking at. When
told, the man laughed. “The tablet hasn't been hoisted
up, 50 how can you see the characters?” he asked.

Xiao Lin Xin Ya( Selected Jokes)




