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To understand traditional education is very
significant, below we will investigate several

different aspects of it.
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Traditional Chinese Culture
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1. Traditional Education Starts at
the Root

FEEAREFE - BEZF
BEZFXZzHXUUEHZC W& -
& AN - BENEKWE L RIERME
Fuif o
Traditional Chinese Culture consists of
Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism, with
Confucianism as the core. Confucianism
is represented by Confucius and Mencius,
whose history and origin we must under-

stand.



[MEsw#E) EZAER

Traditional Education Starts at the Root

FELHABWARZE EF
BYREHG- ZE7HE BAW
By o MEREAER - ZF > BART >
DEERT » Hfe~ L%~ M4~ \E>
RERMEFAREIRIA - BI=ZF > 5
RE B RA=K B EEHRW B
ABHT - FU=ZEUEBERT "£
HEAL > THRTERA, (AR EAH
B BuEgs My AnER) -
"B ARA L c EWEHE
BAEF ANEF EREAHRGEMN
TEFERAKEBE  £EAAE LT
EF - ETHHAEAERL -

The Great Harmony as recorded in histo-
ry books, was once realized in China. “The
Three Sovereigns (The Yellow Emperor
(% % ), Zhuanxu ( # # ), Emperor Ku
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( % %)) practiced The Way and governed
through non action.”Their world was one
of The Great Harmony. The Way waned
during the period of the Five Emperors (The
Yellow Emperor ( & # ), Zhuanxu ( #
# ), Emperor Ku ( % % ), Emperor Yao
( # ), and Emperor Shun ( % )), and they
governed through virtue. These virtues are
the Five Human Relationships, The Five
Constant Virtues, The Four Maintenances,
and Eight Virtues of Confucianism. As be-
fore, the Great Harmony was maintained.
It is said that during the Xia, Shang and
Zhou dynasties The Way and virtues were
not practiced. So the first emperors of these
three dynasties ruled through benevolence,

namely “loving others”, “treating others in



[MEsw#E) EZAER

Traditional Education Starts at the Root

the same way we would like to be treated”,
and“what we do not want for ourselves, not
doing to others”. The Xia, Shang and Zhou
dynasties lasted 400, 600, and 800 years
respectively. However, the last five hundred
years of the Zhou dynasty were the Spring
and Autumn and Warring States periods,
which were a time of chaos. Confucius,
Mencius and Laozi appeared during this

time.

R AXEREARE > A
BT AR 2R EE - iy B 7 EHR
A—HE fExtiefy BER%Z
PAPTREEBE I - B R
NE#GEHR IR HFEEMh - Wik
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At the beginning of the Zhou dynasty,
although the vassal state of King Wen of
Zhou and King Wu of Zhou was small
with a territory of only 100 li in radius, they
ruled their state well, there was peace and it
was a model state for all of the other vassal
states. Because of this, the eight hundred
other feudal princes all admired King Wu
of Zhou. They respected him, listened to his
orders and if there was a problem they con-
sulted him. He became the leader of all the

vassal states and was respected as the Son
of Heaven. At the end of the Zhou dynas-
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ty, the virtue and trust of the Zhou Kings
gradually declined and the feudal princes no

longer followed their orders.

EREHNEY  RARMIEL

MERE BEXTZ2HRMERE %
MERE KEATMEAL  WREEL
BT RERAT -
This let the saints and sages of that time
deeply feel that after The Way is lost, virtue
is left, after virtue is lost, benevolence is left,
after benevolence is lost, righteousness is
left, after righteous is lost, propriety is left.
If propriety is lost, society falls into chaos.

ErERAARE HEET &K
LZEHRT  HEEHEFETE DA
B HARAENBE FHERT - N\E%
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At the end of the Zhou dynasty, because the
Zhou king’s virtue and teaching gradually
waned, the feudal princes began expanding
their territory, wiping out smaller neighbor-
ing states and striving for dominion. The
teudal states went from eight hundred down
to seven countries. Qin Shihuang eliminat-
ed six of the states and united China. Qin
Shihuang did not emphasize The Way, vir-
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tue, benevolence, righteousness or propriety
and declared himself hegemon. After fifteen
years the country fell and was replaced by
the Han dynasty. After the Han dynasty
was established, during Emperor Wu of
Han’s time, at Dong Zhongshu’s suggestion,
Emperor Wu of Han adopted the teachings
of Confucius and Mencius which stood
out from among The Hundred Schools of
Thought as the standard for educating the
people.Confucius and Mencius became the

symbol of Chinese traditional culture.

FRILZWREMAE? ZHFH
RSB RT - RBEEZZR > ER
FLEFZ AR BAELCLEZ "LER
£ ZEREZ,  EHE-FHAXTI
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What is at the root of the teachings of Con-

\ [

%

R=\%

fucius and Mencius? This is truly the root
of traditional culture. The root is filial piety
and fraternal love. If we combine the teach-
ings of Mencius and Confucius it would be
benevolence and righteousness. “Confucius
said to achieve benevolence, Mencius said to
be righteous”. Benevolence and righteous-
ness, these two words, represent Confucius
and Mencius. Benevolence and righteous-
ness are what the Xia, Shang and Zhou
dynasties revered. The benevolent one loves

others, the righteous one conforms with the

10
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natural law and social standards. Cultivate
through each operation of our mind, speech
and behavior which is reasonable, rational
and legal. The standard is to follow The Five
Human Relationships, The Five Constant
Virtues are benevolence, righteousness,
propriety, wisdom and trustworthiness. The
Four Maintenances are courtesy, honor, in-
tegrity and shame. The Eight Virtues are
filial piety, sibling love, loyalty, trust, benev-

olence, love, harmony and peace.

ffg RA=TEF  "RFEHR -
RERA > BEREZ  R4UFF MK
e, - EAFRE AfEAEAWH
FoRBERER —AETE > ERK
FeifE: & -# -8 -, Oa:
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'The Five Human Relationships are “the lov-
ing relationship between parent and child,
distinct responsibilities between husband
and wife, loyalty and fairness between lead-
er and subordinate, order between senior
and junior, and trust among friends”. The
relationships are clear and orderly. The Five
Constant Virtues are benevolence, righ-
teousness, propriety, wisdom and trustwor-
thiness. The Four Maintenances are cour-
tesy, honor, integrity and shame. The Eight
Virtues are filial piety, sibling love, loyalty,
trust, benevolence, love, harmony and peace.

These four branches are the wisdom and

12
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teachings of the ancestors. They’ve been
passed on generation after generation, with-

out any break, it can never go wrong.
y y

TR EEEERAENEERD
WaEA - AP EE BRAARE
REAMELGHETH ERETWNY
oo WA R B R A R
FE RGP 2LHREHRRSL (HE
2F) R(HERE) ¥42# FEX
fLELEHTELET -

China’s ancient saints and sages truly loved
the later generations. They took their wis-
dom, experience and achievements and
wrote them in books to be passed on to
their descendants. This is a true treasure. We

are also grateful for the convenience of to-

13



R LART

uuuuuuuuuuuuu
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

day’s high technology and printing. We can
print and give many copies of The Complete
Library of the Four Branches of Literature,
'The Governing Principles of Ancient China,
and other books to the whole world. These

Chinese cultural materials will not be lost.

AEWFEAEREEREEH > W
BROME ZHRIRRAREET > &
TEZILZWER R —FE2
WA EZHEE - NBEAZH EX
BATZM - ARBEFE=RE—4
"EZEQH BEAR, c EEWMA
BTHE?2HARME (X)) EHH
TS wBE - AR T BET
GAlE, c —EEERAEBMSHAC
TAEBRBRBOATE LR ? R EH
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'The problem now is how do we implement
the teachings? Filial piety and fraternal love
are so important. They’re not only the root
of the teachings of Confucius and Men-
cius, but all mundane and supramundane
virtuous dharmas have their roots in filial
piety and respecting teachers. The first of
the Eight Virtues are filial piety and sibling
love, these are the roots of virtue. The first
sentence of the Three Conditions of Meri-
torious Acts is “Be filial and provide care for
parents, be respectful to and serve teachers”.
How do we pass on the teachings of sages?
In the Writings of Master Yinguang Vener-
able Master Yin Guang states, “One point

15
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respect and sincerity given will attain one
point benefit, ten points respect and sincer-
ity given will attain ten points benefit.”We
must give rise to a mind of sincerity and re-
spect. Where did the mind of sincerity and
respect that the ancients had come from? It
came from being filial and providing care
for parents, being respectful to and serving
teachers. In ancient times when you made
a mistake and parents scolded and flogged
you, no hateful words were spoken and there

was no retorting.

(FEE) ZEHAHELRAR
FOXREHRTLARET  EAHELL
REE - REmETLRE-FHEA
HHimEE T RALERNER 2

16
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T BE—EARNRSERER

Students also spoke no hateful words when
being reprimanded. The love parents had for

their children was real. Teachers too really

17
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loved their students. Parents knew that chil-
dren would continue the family tradition,
teachers knew that they were passing on
the national traditional culture. The caring
teachers gave to their students and the car-
ing parents gave to their children was the
same. In caring for their students the teach-
ers went above and beyond. The teacher’s
reprimanding was because they wanted stu-
dents to live up to good expectations. This
is tough love, like wishing iron could be
turned into steel, there was no ill will, only
good intentions. Even when there were mis-
understandings, students would not resent
their teachers and would sincerely love and
respect them. Now it’s not possible to find
this type of student. Even if Mencius, Con-

18
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fucius, Buddhas or Bodhisattvas came back
and personally guided students, it would not
be possible to attain this type of student.
Why is this? There isn't enough sincerity
and respect. Sincerity and respect come
from our innate nature. The teachings of the
saints and sages comes from self nature. If
it’s not our innate nature we won't be able to
realize it. If we use our knowledge to try to
realize it, then that’s still knowledge and not
wisdom. The passing on of wisdom must
be sincere and respectful. Sincerity creates
a resonating response, this is different from
the passing on of knowledge. Knowledge is
superficial, wisdom is detailed. We must un-
derstand this.

19
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Nowadays, at the superficial level, Guide-
lines for Being a Good Person is the funda-
mental book of Confucianism, Treatise on
the Response of the Tao is the fundamental

book of Taoism, Ten Wholesome Karmas

21
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Sutra is the fundamental book of Buddhism.
"These books are all short, all basic, and over-
looked by the average person. Once these
are overlooked, the root is lost. Without a
root how can one grow? This causes trou-
ble. So even when studying, what is studied
isn’t what Confucius, Mencius, Buddhas, or
Bodhisattvas said, it’s our own interpretation
of the scriptures. In the hymn at the begin-
ning of the Buddhist sutras it says “I vow to
understand the Buddha’s true meaning.”We
won't understand the true meaning at all.
Benevolence comes from self nature. Now-
adays our understanding of benevolence is
very superficial. When others meet with
difficulty, we pity them and think that this

is benevolence. When others are suffering

22
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we give them a little money and believe this
is benevolence. Therefore we need to study
correctly. We really need to take the mean-
ing of the scriptures and make them our re-
ality. We must realize each of these virtues,
all four branches of study without missing
anything. This is our self nature, what we
were born with, our true self. Our thoughts
and body are not real, they’re not the true
self. Confucianism tells us “people at birth
are innately good”, what does this mean? It
means that people are originally saints and
sages. Because of our delusion we have be-
come what we are now. Delusion has caused
us to lose our self nature. We’re too delu-
sional, we've been delusional for too long. In

the scriptures the Buddha is very benevolent

23
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and doesn’t blame us. He said “our ancestors
were not virtuous.” Our parents didn’t know,
our grandparents didn’t know, our great
grandparents didn’t know, our great great
grandparents still didn't know. The teachings
have been lost for so many generations. No
one has taught us, we haven't received this

type of education before.

24
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 hE B RIEHERIKE
2. The Chinese People Understand
Education Best

S RMAR > FEHEARERHK
HeBRLERAFEARTRTHEE
HHREMGTE - AHAWER - AHF
B AR ©
The whole world acknowledges that the
ancient Chinese understand education best.
Toynbee has said that the Chinese have the
wisdom, methodology, experience and suc-

cess of education.

HEEHR CORERYE  FEK
BRL ﬁa%ﬁ$%%orﬁ%éaJ
HRAEBAER=ZRE-—TRK ZTEESE
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An ancient Chinese proverb says: “what was
taught to a child when they were young cre-
ates what they are fond of which becomes
their nature, bad habits become natural.”
Teaching of one’s children should happen
within their first three years or one thou-
sand days of life. After three years they will
have formed habits, which are difficult to

change.

%%E%{Hﬁé‘a‘zﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%%@ R #F
REWE - FEEM BERE ?Jl:
?)@Hﬁﬁi%@? RRAFHE AHR =
BN 2 & T R 20 - 2 22 fis Wy by R
HAethEs RHLCBREHEANTHT
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It’s best to begin teaching before the child is
born. The parents’ upright thoughts, gentle
words and steady actions will influence the
tetus. Not being impatient or having evil
thoughts will make it easier to teach the
child after they are born. During implan-
tation the mother gives the child a healthy
environment which lets him gradually learn
not to be prejudiced and evil. After being
born he should see, hear and make contact
with things that are positive, namely the
Five Human Relationships, the Five Con-

28
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stant Virtues, the Four Maintainenes, and
the Eight Virtues. During these one thou-
sand days habits will be formed, these one
thousand days are called the roots of educa-

tion.

These are the roots of both the mundane
and supramundane. If the roots are up-
right, and the child studies Confucianism,
he can become a sage or saint. If he studies
Taoism he can become a spirit or celestial
being. If he studies Buddhism he can be-
come a Buddha. Saints, sages, Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas are made through teaching!
'The goal of ancient Chinese education was
to study to become a sage, not to become

rich and high-ranking. At the very least,
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one can become a person of noble character.
In a society where everyone is like this ev-
eryone would be good, everything would be
good, so the world created by these people
would be one of peace, prosperity and fa-
vorable weather. When the mind gives rise
to thought, there is an associated response
from phenomena, from heaven, earth and
all living things. The Pure Land is good, it
is first of all the Buddha lands. Why is it
good? Because the teaching there is good,
Amitabha Buddha teaches everyday without
ceasing. No matter where one is in The Pure
Land, one can see Amitabha Buddha and
hear his teaching of the Dharma. The trees,
flowers and plants will all speak the Dhar-

ma. No matter the time, the Dharma would
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always be seeping in and we won't have evil
thoughts or delusion. So, the merits gained

from education are many.
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3. The Way of Saints and Sages is
Passed on Generation After Gener-
ation~ Retelling Ancient Teachings
and Not Creating Anything New
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What was the doctrine of Confucius and
Mencius? It can be summed up as through-
out their life they“retold ancient teachings
and did not create anything new” they
“believed in and favored the ancient teach-
ings.”They did not create or invent anything.
What they studied, practiced, taught and
passed on was the wisdom of ancient saints
and sages, so they collected and achieved
what the ancients taught, they didn’t have
their own views. Do we have the ability to
create and invent? No, we can’t surpass the
ancients. The ancients were enlightened. If
we too are enlightened then we are equal
with them but we can’t surpass them. En-
lightenment is the same, once we under-

stand this truth, our arrogance will disap-
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BrEExEENESE  LTE (F
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H¥% HATRBE - ) RMELE
BMARABENER? FRARER
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g EEMAHRENE R B/
ORI MBBEEARRE T 0 REE
T ARE-—BERTRAELE > R
ATH ETHT  -EBHEHH 26
FHRBAARER LT RAEE AR
Arrogance is the biggest barrier. In Analects
of Confucius, Confucius said “If the Duke

34
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of Zhou’s talents and goodness made him
arrogant and mean, then his other good
qualities would not be worth a glance.” We
need to think, do we have any arrogant hab-
its» Do we think we are great and others
are not? If we have these kinds of thoughts,
we're finished. Buddha was not arrogant,
Confucius wasn't arrogant, all the Bodhisat-
tvas are not arrogant. Arhats are really not
arrogant, but they still have arrogant habits.
They are lesser saints. Pratyeka-buddhas do
not have arrogant habits. As long as people
are arrogant, they can't make progress, they
can only fall behind. This is very scary, no

one else can help us, we can only be careful.
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Froh BAREE  FIHERMERB
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oo HEEs vhAERR > &M
ElEA -
So propriety is very important, it can help
us subdue arrogance. Buddhism teaches us
to bow before images of the Buddha which
helps subdue arrogance. When we pros-
trate ourselves with utmost respect with
our heads to the Buddha’s feet, this is very

meaningful, we must understand.
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4. What is the China Crisis?

FEELAL EHMAERT o N
FEARFEZROTIEA(HESE) >
BAMERELE  RARBEIRLY
WA N\AE - BEE NG LT HEE
C&HEE ZEHE EHER BF
B BEWMANR-

In Chinese traditional culture, these four
branches are covered extensively. The Four
Books, The Five Classics, The Thirteen Clas-
sics of Confucianism, and The Complete
Library of the Four Branches of Literature
all of them are concerned with ethics, mo-
rality, The Five Human Relationships, the
Five Constant Virtues, the Four Mainte-
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nances, and the Eight Virtues. Even novels,
literature and art were concerned with be-
nevolence, integrity, morality, virtues and the
retribution for good and evil. Good deeds
result in good consequences, bad deeds re-
sult in bad consequences. We must be vigi-

lant.

WEHKERERB—HE K
HMERERMAEZTRENERE Q- f
mIERAEE > EAEF R R
KMEECERA LN EREFE LR
T TERMHER > REteT - &
ﬂ%*lﬁ%i&?ﬁf Tﬁimn
v 2F v GEBEREREREE
i EEE HEE - E +ﬁ%t+
FR REBRFTLZXGFRLEL  f
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In the past, Mr. Hu Qiuyuan has said that
the biggest crisis is that the Chinese peo-
ple have lost their self confidence. What he
says makes sense and is very deep. If we lose
confidence in traditional culture not only
will our country be in danger, but our peo-
ple as well. If we don’t believe in Chinese
traditional culture, don’t understand it, don’t
study it, then our country and people have

no hope. This is very logical. The British
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historian and philosopher Toynbee spent
his whole life researching the history and
culture of the world. In the 1970s he point-
ed out that in order to solve the problems
of the twenty-first century, the teachings of
Confucius, Mencius and Mahayana Bud-
dhism are needed. The teachings of Con-
tucius, Mencius and Mahayana Buddhism
are the Chinese culture, foreigners under-
stand it but we ourselves don’t understand
it. They want to learn from China, we don't
want it though, we want to learn from for-

eign countries, this is the true crisis.

B S0 B
XA EAE > FEELTEATE
EERENAR? FETLEFETE
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We must understand that the Chinese
family and the Chinese culture are closely
related. If Chinese traditional culture had
no family, how could it have been passed on

until now? The Chinese culture is carried
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torward by the Chinese people, they have
the important mission of carrying it for-
ward and promoting it. China’s families are
within a big family system. The four roots
of the family that support the backbone and
provide for the family financially are the
Five Human Relationships, the Five Con-
stant Virtues, the Four Maintenances, and
the Eight Virtues. Guidelines for Being a
Good Person are guidelines for every family
that each must follow. There are also guide-
lines families follow that differ from family
to family. If what our family studies is dif-
ferent from other families and the work our
tamily is engaged in is different from other
tamilies, then the guidelines we follow will

be different. There’s responsibility to soci-
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ety, there’s responsibility to the nation. So
for many generations families have handed
down and been responsible for the Chi-
nese education. Taking care of elders has
also been the responsibility of the family.
Chinese people truly raise and educate the

young and take very good care of the old.

HERZOERMBATBE LB
B PERAWF AR AR BEL
XREEMBA - 2HEERR BT
BOHWHILE ~ Bdhsk - — (B REFER®
T—FA BEFEEE LMK
¥ - PR AT EEARENL? &t
EEFEAMBRE > BAREE? R
FoBEABRREREE S CHARMN
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Now hopefully enterprises can pass on
traditional Chinese education. Previously
Chinese families relied on blood relations
to transmit morality and integrity, now en-
terprises must do it. The boss is the head
of the household, employees are brothers
and sisters. An enterprise is one big family.
Evidence for this can be found in Chinese
history. Why is Chinese culture so glorious?
Why is it tenacious and able to withstand
disturbances? Because it relies on a family.
Although foreigners have large enterprises

they do not have the concept of a family.
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5. The Environment Changes Ac-
cording to the Mind
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'The environment we live in changes accord-
ing to our intentions. It is as the Buddha
says in the Avatamsaka Sutra. Where does
the universe and everything in it come
from? “It is manifested by the mind and al-
tered by consciousnesses.”Where does the
universe come from? It is manifested by
the mind. Where does the solemn nature
of both the environment and the beings in

the Ten Dharma Realms come from? They
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come about through changing conscious-
nesses. What is consciousness? Discrim-
ination and attachment. If we were not
discriminating and attaching there would
be no changes in the outer world. As long
as there is attachment and discrimination
there will be changes. Life, old age, sickness
and death are changes. There is no change
in the Land of Ultimate Bliss. The Land of
Ultimate Bliss only contains what is man-
ifested by the mind, not what is altered by
consciousness. Why is this? In the Land of
Ultimate Bliss, Sukhavati, consciousness
is of no use. In the land where ordinary
people and saints live side by side, Saha-lo-
kadhatu, consciousness stops but does not

cease. In the Buddha’s lands of rewards truly
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Buddha-ksetra the eight consciousnesses
will become four wisdoms. Entering into
one Dharma realm, there will never be any
changes. These doctrines are very deep, most
people wouldn't believe them. But in the last
thirty years modern quantum mechanics has

proven it.

What is matter? Matter does not exist, it
is illusion created by the accumulation of
thoughts. So the basis of matter is thought,
it there are no thoughts, there is no matter.
Buddhist scriptures say the same thing, the
scriptures speak of the Alaya Consciousness
three subtle conceptions. Thinking with ig-
norance is karmic action, karmic action is

wave phenomena. Now scientists speak of
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the entire universe as made up of waves, the
speed of which is very fast. In Buddhism it
is called karmic action. From karmic action
comes the ability to perceive phenomena.
What is this ability? It is called psychokine-
sis. Karmic action is natural phenomena, the
ability to see phenomena is psychokinetic
phenomena, namely feeling, conception, vo-
lition and consciousness. From feeling, con-
ception, volition, and consciousness comes
matter. Matter is called the external world.
'This is in line with what scientists have dis-
covered. Karmic action is called energy, the
ability to see phenomena is called informa-
tion, the external world is called matter. This
has the same meaning as the Alaya Con-

sciousness. So, material phenomena comes
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from consciousness and consciousness
comes from energy. When we understand
this truth we will know that matter changes
according to the mind. So modern scientists
have pointed out that “mind controls mat-

ter”, using psychokinesis to control matter.

PLLBEY &R RmITWE &
HmEabt BhERHBEEREY
o BTl BEBRAHETERMEE
HMESES - (LEHERFANEE -
Tk BRZELHAGE i B
BEW ~ KM E AR R -
Psychokinesis is a new concept that in
Buddhism is an old concept. Shakyamuni
Buddha frequently spoke of this during his

teaching. So it is indeed true that our living
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environment changes with our thoughts. So
the methodology to resolve problems is as
Toynbee said well, he said Chinese Con-
tucian, Mencian teachings and Mahayana

Buddhism can solve the problems.

REIFE HeATE- L
TZ8 ®REE o peMAEE; &
o e BB (ER) - CEFE) - ()
FRAREW -

When we think of Confucianism we think
of The Four Books, The Five Classics, The
Thirteen Classics of Confucianism. When
we think of Taoism we think of Laozi and
Zhuangzi. When we think of Buddhism we
think of the Avatamsaka Sutra, Lotus Sutra,
Prajna Heart Sutra, and other Mahayana
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sutras.

e MBE IR LR R
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TmBEEHNAN BEERMETHD -
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Where do these Confucian, Buddhist and
Taoist flowers and fruits come from? Fruits
and flowers grow from branches. Where do
branches come from? They grow from the

trunk. Where does the trunk grow fromr It
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grows from the roots. Without roots how
could there be fruits and flowers? What are
the roots? Being filial and providing care
for parents, being respectful to and serving
teachers. “Confucius said to achieve benev-
olence, Mencius said to be righteous.”Be-
nevolence and righteousness are the roots
of the teachings of Confucius and Mencius.
Everyone has overlooked this. The Analects
of Confucius says, “The way of Confucius
is that of loyalty and forgiveness and that
is all.”This phrase is very pertinent. To
sum up in one phrase, most simply what is
the teaching of Confucius and Mencius?
Benevolence, righteousness, loyalty and
forgiveness. Are using these eight words

effective for solving society’s problems to-
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day? Loyalty means devoted, not prejudiced
and not evil is called centered. To forgive is
to let bygones be bygones even if they have
done wrong or thought wrong. We must
look back to Confucius and Mencius to
learn benevolence and righteousness. The
benevolent first learned to love themselves,
then they knew how to love others. If we
don't know how to love ourselves, we won’t
know how to love others. We must first
learn to love ourselves.Who are we? We are
saints. Three Character Classic says, “people
at birth are innately pure good.”Virtue here
doesn’t mean the good in good and evil, it
means saints and sages. We love ourselves as
the saints we originally are and then we are
able to love others. What does Mahayana
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Buddhism teach? Sincerity and compassion.
I've said, “Can the benevolence, righteous-
ness, loyalty and forgiveness of Confu-
cianism, and sincerity and compassion of
Buddhism solve the problems of today’s
society? Yes.” However it must begin with
Guidelines for Being a Good Person, Trea-
tise on the Response of the Tao, and Ten
Wholesome Karmas Sutra. If we can use
these three roots to teach everyone it will be

very effective.
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6. Conclusion

"X RREWHER  BEEX
MAEH,  FERARESET - L
HE > HAES NE BPILRRES
"HEDE,, c  REEWHEE - KME
gy THER, c wRKM—EEH
FRM "HEE, c BTRILHR
"HEE, WK TR S LA
BER/% AEER BEAL RHE
BER BEAL BEIH BEAL
B BEEHERE BERE
KPR RBEAL NEHHHE
w4 R % LR E R
“Culture is the soul of the people, education

is the life force of culture.” The Chinese un-
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derstand education best. The Five Human
Relationships, the Five Constant Virtues,
the Four Maintenances, the Eight Virtues
these are what we use in cultivation. “The
virtue gained is real”, there is real moral
character. In these classics “the virtue is con-
stant.” If as a country we implement it, “the
virtue would be abundant.” If we extend it
to the entire world, “the virtue would be
enormous.” So in settling down to a career
and life, education comes first. In a major
undertaking and managing one’s household,
education comes first. In building a coun-
try for a regime and its people education
comes first. In having a country of propriety
and righteousness education comes first. In

achieving stability and harmony education
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comes first. In an affluent country and a
peaceful people, times of peace and prosper-
ity, achieving everlasting stability and peace,
in the Buddha’s lands of rewards, in the
Land of Ultimate Bliss, education is the key
to success by sustaining and achieving the

merits and virtues.

PR E ARSI AR E > HEH
Dal BRSO REFRE NREE
R AEGRWEX TWEXHE
REBZR BEFR#HSE: AE#R #7
fudk o TR EEE  Ha B EEK
RooomBERMTA LA AR HIEEE
FEREE  wmmet 2 Z2H G
ETHR > ZBRBAERAE - T ZIERX
B THEZM THERRE Bt
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Chinese traditional culture and Mahayana
Buddhism, when used on oneself one be-
comes healthy. When applied to one's fami-
ly they become blissful. When used in one’s
work, one’s work flourishes. When used in
one's country, it becomes rich and power-
ful. When used on the world it becomes
harmonious. It really has these merits and
virtues, it really has this effect. It depends
on whether we have the right understand-
ing, the right study methodology, that is
beginning with filial piety and fraternal love,
providing care for parents, being respectful
to and serving teachers. Not being filial to
parents, not respecting teachers or what one

is studying, this causes trouble.
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We only have one wish, that this world be-
comes stable and peaceful, that all beings
can give up evil and promote virtue well,
that they can receive the good teachings of
the saints and sages, and that they can enjoy

true happiness.
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