





1S to

into the world

irth
ht great vows of Amitabha Buddha

B

ingle purpose of Buddhas

The s

i

expound the forty-e







U

Q
(USUIJU
The Field of Merit

Dr. Thongvanh Norinth

For Free Distribution

1998

Buddhist Literature Society Inc;
84-32, 124th Street, Kew Gardens
Queens, New York 11415 U.S.A.



First published in 1997
Copying and reprinting is freely encouraged as a
gift of truth.

Printed for free distribution by
The Corporate Body of the Buddha Educational Foundation
11F., 35 Hang Chow South Road Sec 1, Taipei, Taiwan, R.O.C.
Tel: 886-2-23951198 , Fax: 886-2-23913415
Email: overseas@budaedu.org
Website:http: / /www.budaedu.org
This book is strictly for free distribution, it is not for sale.

D980 cwendiwcdusunmniy, fHwg-29



Contents

1. Preface by Kurunegoda Piyatissa Maha Thera.............................. A
2. INtrodUCtION. .....oceiiiiiiiiiiicc e 1
3. The Field of Merit............ccoooviiiiiiiiiiieecee e 7
4. The Three Components..................cccoovivvieirienieeie s 10
5. The Rightful Gifts..............ccccooviiiiiiiii 11
6. The Wholesome Intentions..................cccoevieiiiviieiiicice e, 13
7. The Giver & the Recipient shall have pure heart........................ 18
8. The Awareness of Patimokkha Discipline.................................... 28
9. The Awareness of the Sense door.................c.oocoeiiiiieiiiiii, 59
10. The pure livelyhood of Bhikkhus.....................cccoooiiiiiiii 67
11. The pure way to consume the gifts.......................ccccoeiiinnn, 73
12. Overview for lay people............ccc.oooviviiiiiiiiiicecee, 86
9850

©. §9ctiy 299 wso999s Dscvlovs Doslans vovocnss. A

G OMUD. oo 5,
D. cﬁsvoyv .............................................. n
=Y = o ©0
C. TIVOOEPU. ..o 0
. DRDCFOZVD. .o @D
N.0W apsgSv 099880, ... oR
R UGun&900s8a. ... GR
W. BU 900580, ... G
@0. 9980 ULBIUIER. ... &N
©0. U0 auBa800s8a. ... no

OG. 90WSSVETO 2D M. ... NS






Foreword

It fills me with great joy to see Dr. Thongvanh Norinth’s
writings on the Dhamma dana in the form of this new book entitled
“ The Field of Merit ” (Punnakkhettam) for the use of monks and lay
people alike. It is a pity I couldn’t understand what he has written as
It was written in his native tongue, but I have confidence as I had
heard from him that he has written a number of books to give the
Dhamma to his fellow Laotians.

Lord Buddha says,“The Dhamma will shine when it is displayed
in the open” (Vivato’va Dhammo dippati..). Therefore, it is very
good to hear the value of practice of the community of Monks as
where they dedicated their lives to maintain the Vinaya Rules to ac-
quire wholesomeness and to become a field of merit. Let it cause to
make merits by laymen and clergy to get rid of this samsaric cycle
of birth and death. While many people can earn money by writing,
Dr. Norinth writes for free distribution of the Dhamma dana to make
merits.

It is a pleasure if Dhamma can go into the mind of ordinary
people and have a peaceful world. That is the only way we can gain
the real results of having a birth as a human being. Unfortunately
most people, without knowing the value of the Buddhadhamma have
gone wrong which we act and react in unwholesome ways which
keeps as away from peace and happiness, which is true understan-
ding of the Dhamma. In this cycle of suffering and birth, we need to
find and use all the means possible to convey the Dhamma, like Dr.
Norinth has done here to bring us closer to the realization of Peace
and Enlightenment in this lifetime.

Kurunegoda Piyatissa Maha Thera
84-32 124" Street.
Kew Gardens, N.Y. 11415 U.S.A.
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Correspondences

Ven. Kurunegoda Piyatissa Maha Thera
New York Buddhist Vihara

84-32, 124th Street

Kew Gardens, NY 11415 US.A

Dr. Thongvanh Norinth
200 Hazelwood Avenue
Bridgeport, CT 06605 US.A

Mrs. Kouadkeo Mounlaphasith
1314 E. Lorena Avenue # 102
Fresno, CA 93706 USA

Mr. Nual Akhrabaramy
15/1 T. Kongnang
A. Thabo, CH. Nongkhai 43110 Thailand

Mr. Prida Khamkhai
P.O. Box 1728
Vientiane Laos



“Wherever the Buddha’s teachings have flourished,

either in cities or countrysides,
people would gain inconceivable benefits.
The Iand and people would be enveloped in peace.
The sun and moon will shine clear and bright.
Wind and rain would appear accordingly,
and there will be no disasters.
Nations would be prosperous
and there would be no use for soldiers or weapons.
People would abide by morality and accord with Iaws.
They would be courteous and humble,
and everyone would be content without injustices.
There would be no thefts or violence.
The strong would not dominate the weak

and everyone would get their fair share.”

~THE BUDDHA SPEAKS OF
THE INFINITE LIFE SUTRA OF
ADORNMENT, PURITY, EQUALITY
AND ENLIGHTENMENT OF
THE MAHAYANA SCHOOL~



Taking Refuge with a mind of Bodhichitta

In the Buddha, the Dharma and the Sangha,
I shall always take refuge
Until the attainment of full awakening.

Through the merit of practicing generosity
and other perfections,
May I swiftly accomplish Buddhahood,
And benefit of all sentient beings.

The Prayers of the Bodhisattvas

With a wish to awaken all beings,
I shall always go for refuge

To the Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha,
Until I attain full enlightenment.

Possessing compassion and wisdom,
Today, in the Buddha's presence,
I sincerely generate
the supreme mind of Bodhichitta
For the benefit of all sentient beings.

""As long as space endures,
As long as sentient beings dwell,
Until then, may I too remain
To dispel the miseries of all sentient beings."



With bad advisors forever left behind,
From paths of evil he departs for eternity,
Soon to see the Buddha of Limitless Light

And perfect Samantabhadra's Supreme Vows.

The supreme and endless blessings
of Samantabhadra's deeds,
I now universally transfer.
May every living being, drowning and adrift,
Soon return to the Pure Land of Limitless Light!

2k The Vows of Samantabhadra =

I vow that when my life approaches its end,
All obstructions will be swept away;
I will see Amitabha Buddha,
And be born in His Western Pure Land of
Ultimate Bliss and Peace.

When reborn in the Western Pure Land,
I will perfect and completely fulfill
Without exception these Great Vows,
To delight and benefit all beings.

%k The Vows of Samantabhadra Avatamsaka Sutra %



DEDICATION OF MERIT

May the merit and virtue
accrued from this work
adorn Amitabha Buddha’s Pure Land,
repay the four great kindnesses above,
and relieve the suffering of
those on the three paths below.
May those who see or hear of these efforts
generate Bodhi-mind,
spend their lives devoted to the Buddha Dharma,
and finally be reborn together in
the Land of Ultimate Bliss.
Homage to Amita Buddhal!

NAMO AMITABHA
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As this is a Dhamma text,
we request that it be treated with respect.
If you are finished with it,
please pass it on to others or
offer it to a monastery, school or public library.
Thanks for your co-operation.

Namo Amitabha!
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